
MOSES: JESUS IS GREATER
Some people in Terre Haute still remember Dr. Samuel Hulbert.  He served as President of

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology for 28 years. At the time, I served as the dean of the

College of Technology at Indiana State University and I got to know Sam professionally. He

was a personable and effective leader. I attended a retirement party for him and remember

thinking that I would not want to be their next President.That must have been the feeling

Joshua had when God told him that he would lead Israel now that Moses was gone.  

 

What a tough act to follow! Israel’s history is one of ups and downs.  When they had faithful

leaders, they tended to follow God faithfully and He blessed them. When they had poor

leaders they tended to ignore God and get in serious trouble. Christ changed that. He became

the last leader the Church will ever need. He is the “author and perfecter of our faith”

(Hebrews 12: 2). There is no equal, and there is no successor.

 

Read Hebrews 3:1–19.How does Jesus differ from Moses?

 

Moses was a leader of Israel. You could argue that he was their first priest. Jesus is the High

Priest, the final High Priest.

 

In what ways is Jesus greater than Moses?

 

Moses was a servant; Jesus is God the Creator and Sustainer. Moses lived a normal life with

normal successes and failures; Jesus lived a perfect life without sin. Moses died and was

taken to heaven; Jesus died, rose again and ascended to the right hand of God.
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Let us take a moment to consider the mind of Christ (Read Hebrews 12: 1-3 and

Philippians 2: 5-11). How are we encouraged to think and act?

 

In humility and as servants of the Most High God and one another. 

 

I once preached a sermon, in which I pointed out that Paul’s main desire was to focus

attention on Jesus. I built upon Paul’s statement that he “resolved to know

nothing...except Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 2: 2). After the sermon, one of my friends

came up to talk with me.  She said she agreed, but also found it also helpful to have

day to day examples in fellow believers of how to live for, and through, and in Christ.

Do you think she was right?

 

Yes. Paul noted multiple times in his letters that he was willing to serve as an example for

others to follow.  But he noted that we are to do so to the extent that he follows Christ. Human

examples are powerful. But humans will let us down and often lead us astray.  Jesus will

never let us down. 

 

Read Ephesians 4: 11-13. What role do you think God has given you?

 

Ask people to share how they feel God has gifted them.  If they are immature, you may want

to point out that all Christians can merely pitch in wherever God is working and eventually

they will understand their gift. Inactivity is not the way to discover God’s plan for one’s life. 

 

Does how you live and interact with others encourage them to follow Christ or turn

them away?

 

This is a difficult and personal question.  Encourage people to share as God leads them. If

few share, move to the next question and use this time to develop a prayer list for one

another.
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What changes, if any, would God have you make so that you are following Him more

closely?

 

Use this time to make a list of prayer requests for the end of class and the week ahead.

 


