
MOSES AND DEATH
Have you ever wondered what heaven will be like? I have.  In fact, I dedicated one year of my

devotionals to reading everything I could on the subject. I have to admit that walking the

streets, gold or otherwise, and strumming a harp all of the time does not appeal to me very

much. Now, do not get me wrong... I want to go to heaven and if that is what God has in mind,

I will rejoice and be quite content. But I think that there is more. 

 

I think that heaven is much more than we can ever imagine. And what is amazing, God has

invited us to join Jesus, our adopted brother, in inheriting it all. We will inherit eternity with Him

at the center of it all. For us, the end is just the beginning.

 

Read Deuteronomy 34: 1 -12. What do you think Moses is thinking about as he stands

atop Mount Nebo?

 

He is probably a bit sad that he will be leaving the people he has been leader for such a long

time and does not get to enter the land God promised. But he may also be elated. They made

it!  With God’s help, he did it. This was not easy task.  This was more than 40 years of hard

work. And now God is taking him to be in heaven with Him.  The last part of this passage is a

eulogy of sorts for Moses. 

 

What made him so great? Why is Moses worth emulating and celebrating?

 

He was not perfect. He made lots of mistakes.  But he trusted God and allowed God to

perform mighty works through him.
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 Moses lived 120 years, how would you characterize his life?
 
One might say it was a rather full life: saved from death at birth; adopted by the royal family;
wanted for murder; performed numerous miracles in Egypt and in the desert; and spent a
great deal of time in the presence of the Creator of the Universe. Again, he was not perfect,
but he was blessed. 
 
How would you characterize the man himself?
 
A man! This must be realized.  Christians should not look at this person and conclude that
he is somehow different than they are. A Christian today, empowered by God is as powerful
as anyone.
 
With great difficulty and many problems, Moses has finally led the Israelites to the
edge of the Promised Land. Now what? How will they be able to go on?
 
Left to themselves, they probably would not be able to go on. But God had a plan, and
another leader.  A leader who had been working closely with Moses for more than 40 years.
With God’s help, Joshua will carry on where Moses left off. 
 
Read Acts 5:34-39. How do Gamaliel’s words apply to Moses’ situation? How are they
similar?
 
Gamaliel reminded his fellow priests that God’s plan will not fail. He was in control then,
when Jesus lived and died, and rose again, and now.        
 
Do you ever worry about the future of the Church? If so, in what way?
 
Answers may vary. Some important points: God’s plan will be accomplished. We are told in
scripture that many will never believe, and that many who believe will fall away.  We know
this. The Church is the fellowship of true and faithful believers. Individual churches will
succeed to the extent they submit to God’s leadership and remain centered in His will by the
power of His Holy Spirit.
 
How can the church, and each of us, address these issues? 
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 By staying grounded in Scripture, and by encouraging one another to remain faithful and
separated unto God. 
 
What role will you play?
 
As you discuss what individuals feel called to do, it will give opportunity to develop a prayer
list.
 


