
MOSES AND I AM
One day, when I was 16 years old. I was lying on a hill in my grandmother’s hayfield after a

long hike in the woods. I fell asleep in the sun on that warm fall day. When I woke, I stared at

the “mash potato” clouds floating overhead. I began thinking about the sky and what lies

beyond. I took a mental journey of sorts into outer space. If you have seen the movie, Men in

Black, they take a similar journey at the beginning and the end of the movie. I realized

something that day that I had never considered before. The universe, in which we live, can

never stop. It has to go on forever in some form or another. 

 

I believe this was the first time God “broke into” my life. I had gone to church off and on

(mostly off). But that day, He became much more real to me. Two years later, I turned my life

completely over to Him. What a journey it has been, and I believe the best is yet to come.

 

Scan through Exodus 2. Who was Moses?

 

He was a Levite who was born during a time when the king of Egypt felt that the Israelites

were to numerous and pass a law to kill all the male children born to Israelite women. He was

hidden by his mother and then placed in a basket and place in the Nile River.  Pharaoh’s

daughter found the child and eventually adopted the child as her own. In short, he should

have been killed, but ended up in the Pharaoh’s family.

 

Read Exodus 3: 1-14. Why is Moses, the adopted son of the King of Egypt, tending

sheep in the desert far to the east?

 

As an adult, he killed an Egyptian one day who was beating a Hebrew slave. When Pharaoh

found out he ordered Moses killed, so Moses fled to Midian, east of Egypt. He marries a

woman there and tends sheep for his father-in-law.
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 How did God reveal himself to Moses? 
 
God spoke to him from a burning bush.  
 
How did Moses react?
 
First he was curious about the bush that was on fire but not burning up. But when God
spoke to him, he realized something special, wonderful and terrifying was happening. God
has him take off his sandals and Moses is afraid to look at God directly. Moses was shook
by the holiness of God's presence.
 
What did God ask of Moses?
 
God sends Moses to confront Pharaoh and demand that Pharaoh allow the Israelites to
leave Egypt. 
 
What promise(s) did God make to Moses and the descendants of Israel?
 
He promises to be with Moses and to give the Israelites the land promised to Abraham; a
land to the east “flowing with milk and honey”. 
 
What is the significance of the name God gives Himself?
 
God tells Moses to say “I AM” has sent him. The name infers that God has always been and
always will be. The principle is called “omnipresence”.  The name also carries with it the
idea that God can do (and does) whatever God pleases. God is not shaped by human will or
might, but God shapes all that exists. Not only does this reveal the authority by which God
commands Moses to go to Egypt, it also gives Moses an incredible promise. The God who
shapes creation goes with him, able and willing to move even the might of Pharoah and
Egypt to accomplish his purposes.
 
What was Moses’ reaction to God's command?
 
It seems quite clear that Moses is afraid and does not feel up to the task.  Undoubtedly, he
is concerned that he is a wanted criminal in Egypt, and going back may likely result in prison
and death. So he begins making a list of excuses: he is a nobody; he does not speak well
enough; he is concerned the Israelites will not recognize his right to represent them.
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 What do you think your reaction would be?
 
Answers will undoubtedly vary, but many in the class may share Moses
concerns.  However, God addresses each of Moses concerns and makes him powerful
enough to complete the task God has given him. Through Moses' weakness, God's power
shines. Today, as we participate in God's mission in our world, as we seek to be obedient
and faithful to the command to go and make disciples, God will do the same for us. As Paul
taught us, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me
(Galatians 2: 20). 
 
Do you find it difficult to believe God fully?
 
Again, answers will vary, but it seems that many Christians find it difficult to fully commit
themselves to Christ. We want eternal life, but we also find it more comfortable to fit in by
not being too different from non-believers. 
 
Read Matthew 28: 19, 20; Ephesians 4: 11 – 13; and I Peter 3: 15. What are all
Christians called to do?
 
It seems that some Christians have been called to special works within the
Church.  However, most Christians are to believe in God’s Son Jesus Christ, obey His
commands in the power of His Holy Spirit, be ready to tell others about Jesus, and to help
new believers grow in the Spirit. 
 
Is there anything that is preventing you trusting God fully as Moses does?
 
Answers will vary, but use this time to develop a prayer list to pray about in closing and
throughout the coming week.


