
ABRAHAM: JESUS IS GREATER
When God appeared to Moses, He announced that He is “the God of Abraham, the God of

Isaac, and the God of Jacob”.  Jesus uses these same words when He declares that God is

not the God of the dead but of the living (see Matthew 22: 31-32). The author of Hebrews

notes that Abraham is one of the “ancients” commended for their faith (Hebrews 11: 2 & 8). 

 

As we read the Bible, I think many Christians get the feeling that they could never measure up

to these great men and women in the Bible. We read about the patriarchs, the kings, the

prophets, the apostles, and we get the impression that we are inferior to them, unable to do

the great things they did.

 

Abraham was the father of a great nation; God’s chosen people. He lived a righteous life and

was obedient to God's commands. He left his home, his family, and most things comfortable

to him even though he was not called by God until he was 75 years old. He fathered a child

when he was 100. It is right that we look at him as a prime example of godly living. Who can

compete with that? 

 

Read Hebrews 11: 8-19 and John 8: 48-58. In your own words, describe Abraham. Who

was this man?

 

He was a man chosen by God to become the “father” of a great nation; God chosen people.

He believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. He was obedient to God in all

things. 
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Ignoring the historical and cultural differences, how easy is it for you to relate to
Abraham as a man of God?
 
Like so many others in Scripture, it may be hard for us to relate. We often find that
Christians feel overwhelmed, like they can never be as good or powerful as these “heroes”
of the Bible. We need to remind ourselves that for the most part, these are ordinary people
doing extraordinary things by the power of God’s Holy Spirit. This same Spirit is with us
today.  We are no less “good and powerful” that the men and women of God described in
Scripture. 
 
What aspects of Abraham’s walk with God do you believe should be in your life?
 
Answers will vary, but his trust in God and his obedience to God’s commands are worthy
traits.  Further it seems he was a very honest and fair man. He was committed to justice and
fairness. He believed God and it was credited to his as righteousness (see Genesis 15: 6). 
 
Our scripture reading for today is part of a long debate between Jesus and His
detractors, the Pharisees. Scan Chapter 8 and make a list of the accusations against
him.
 
His testimony is not valid (He is a liar); He is a Samaritan and demon-possessed. At another
time, they accused Him driving out demons by the power of Satan (See Matthew 24). In
short, they tried everything in their power to discount His deity.  In their minds, Jesus was
not the promised Messiah. 
 
By the end of the chapter, Jesus is condemned to death by stoning. What was his
crime?
 
Specifically, Jesus used the name “I am” to describe Himself. This is the name God gave
himself when Moses asks God who he is to say sent him to Pharaoh. The Jews clearly
understood that Jesus was claiming to be equal to God. In the end, this was the charged
used to justify crucifixion (see Matthew 26: 63-66). 
 
Read Romans 4: 1-3.What is Paul’s point?
 
Paul points the Romans Christians and us to the fact that faith was the source of Abraham’s
righteousness.  
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Read Romans 5: 1-8. What is the focus of faith?
 
Faith in Jesus Christ is to be our focus. He is our salvation and our hope. Abraham is a
great example of one committed and obedient to God, but Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 
 
Read John 8: 56. What do you think Jesus meant?
 
He may be referring to the event of being told to sacrifice his son, Isaac.  
 
What is the significance of Jesus’ statement that “before Abraham was born I am”
(vs. 58)?
 
He again notes that He is God, the creator of heaven and earth. He is leaving no doubt
about who He is. 
 
According to C.S. Lewis, Jesus was either Lord, or a liar or a lunatic? Why do you
think he believed this?
 
If he is not who He says He is, then there are only two options. Either He knew He was not,
in which case He is a liar, or He did not know, which clearly makes Him mentally
unbalanced. But He really does not sound like one who lies or is mentally unbalanced, does
He?
 
Do you agree? Is there another view we might take?
 
Encourage your class to share their thoughts. 
 
What, if anything, stands in your way to making a total commitment of your life to the
“great I AM”?
 
Use this to transition to a time of prayer.


