
ABRAHAM: SACRIFICING the FUTURE
After 48 years of teaching, I will retire this year. I believe that I have had a meaningful and rich

career, but now my wife and I will repurpose our time to other meaningful pursuits. Basically,

God has blessed us richly and we are now able to do other things. I can tell you for certain

that one thing we are not considering is having another child. We were blessed with a son and

a daughter early in our marriage and now have three wonderful grandsons. In fact, we were

recently talking that we hoped to live long enough to see our youngest grandson graduate

from school and perhaps get married.  

 

Abraham (age – 100) and Sarah (age – 90) are having a child. It is a miracle; a miracle that

God had repeatedly promised to fulfill for them. None of us knows what the future holds. But

in most cases we are able to take for granted that there will be a future for us and, for the

most part, that future is bright and full of possibilities. 

 

Read Genesis 22: 1 – 19.Can you believe what you just read? Abraham and Sarah have

waited 25 years since God first promised to make them a great nation. What are your

thoughts?

 

Summarize what God asked of Abraham and what Abraham did?

 

Have the class share the elements of this event. In short, after waiting 100 year, Abraham has

a son. But then, God asks him to go to Moriah to offer his son as a burnt offering to him.  

 

This event foreshadows important future events. Reread verses 2, 6, and 8; does this

remind you of anything?
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This event is familiar. It is very similar to the events that happen to God’s only son whom He
loved. 1). “your only son, whom you love” (Matthew 17: 5). 2). “go to the region of Moriah
(see Matthew 27: 33). 3). Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his
son” (See John 19: 16-17). As background, the region of Moriah is where Jerusalem and the
temple will eventually be built.  It is also the place where Jesus is crucified. 
 
How do you think Abraham found the internal strength to be obedient to God’s
command?
 
We do not know for sure what he was thinking, but it would be strange if he did not feel a
range of emotions such as anger, fear, frustration, resentment, and guilt. In the end,
however, he felt obviously felt confidence in God as he was truly prepared to obey God.
God, who knows out hearts, had to stop Abraham from sacrificing his son. Abraham does
not know what God has in mind, but he is confident that God will fulfill His promises to him.
 
Read Luke 8: 22–25. Why did Jesus question their faith simply because they feared
for their safety?
 
He had told them they were going to the other side. God has spoken, it will come to pass.
Why let a little storm bother you? Give the class time to think about this and discuss what it
means for them today. 
 
How does this fact apply to Abraham’s situation; to our situation?
 
We can trust God in all things. He has promised us many things and He is faithful (See I
John 5: 11, 12; John 14: 2, 3; and John 14: 16). In essence, we are the spiritual
descendants of Abraham. We are His children. 
 
Reread vs. 15 – 18. It is worth noting not only what God promised Abraham, but how
he verifies that the promise is true. By what authority does God issue this promise?
 
He says, I swear by myself.  There is not greater authority. The creator has made a promise
to Abraham, and to us.  He is faithful.
 
Read 1 John 5: 11-13.How does this fact impact the way we live our lives and our
view of the future?
 
We can live in confidence that God has provided for our salvation and that through faith in
and obedience to His Son; we will have eternal life and be with His forever.
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Let’s liken this account to our salvation and faith in God. What does it mean for us to
sacrifice our future?
 
Answers will vary, but in general we sacrifice our future by trusting God day by day; by
obeying what we understand to be the will of God for our lives. God can be trusted with
every aspect of our lives. And whether through general guidance from Scripture and prayer,
or by direct revelation, God will lead us and protect us. See Romans 8: 31 and Hebrews 13:
6. 
 
In what specific ways can we pray for one another today?


