
ABRAHAM: SACRIFICING the PRESENT
Some have referred to Terre Haute as a College City. Each fall, thousands of students come

to Terre Haute to earn a degree at one of our four universities/colleges. This is an example of

sacrificing one’s present for an uncertain future. And the data show that students who earn a

degree earn more and are unemployed less than those who do not get a degree. These

students are placing their faith in the proposition that getting a good education will secure their

future.

 

Faith is defined as “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see”

(Hebrews 11: 1). It is a confidence placed in something or someone based on the belief that

the promises made will be fulfilled.

 

As a professor of technology, I teach students to design, develop, operate and maintain

systems that are used to help humans meet their needs and fulfill their wants. However, I also

teach my students that there are no perfect systems, and that all systems create outcomes we

do not want or need. We put our faith in homes, automobiles, elevators, airplanes, capitalism,

and much, much more.  And we often find that we are disappointed.

 

Read Genesis 15: 1-21. Abraham has to rescue his nephew Lot from invaders. When he

returns successful, he gives a tithe of the things he recovered, but would accept

nothing for himself. After he returned home God spoke to him again. What does God

want to tell Abram?

 

God has a plan for Abram and his descendants. His plan to make them a great nation and

pour out His blessings on them. Specifically, He wanted Abram to understand that this would

come directly from his body. Abram is almost 100 years old and is still childless.
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 How does God answer Abram?
 
God restates His blessings multiple times. When Abram to ask for additional reassurance,
God honors his request. God tells Abram to prepare a sacrifice. Later that evening God
spoke directly to him in a vision. Not only will God bless Abram’s immediate family; God
reveals His plans for generations to come. Abram’s descendants will inherit this land. 
 
Try to put yourself in Abram’s shoes. What would be going through your mind?
 
It is likely that people will focus on different aspects of this event. Some may note how
fortunate Abram felt to be honored by God. Others may focus on doubt and how hard it
would be to get past the fact that he has not children. 
 
Common wisdom is that if something seems too good to be true, it is too good to be
true. How can Abram (and we) trust God to fulfill His great promises?
 
Because God has demonstrated time and time again throughout history that He is
trustworthy. Encourage the class to discuss the aspects of the Christian life that they
struggle with. Doubt is difficult to overcome. A place to start is to recognize it, seek mature
guidance, and pray for greater faith.
 
How do circumstances impact your faith?
 
One answer is that circumstances do not alter facts.  God loves us and has given us the
means by which we can be saved.  He has also provided us His Holy Spirit so that we may
live by His power. On the other hand, it is difficult for humans to trust in all circumstances.
Emotional highs and lows are normal. God knows us better than we know ourselves, and
through prayer we can discuss our concerns with Him and receive His strength to overcome
our circumstances.         
 
 Why do you think God told Abram that He was his shield and his very great reward?
 
In Abram’s case, God has an immediate and long term plan to He will bring to pass. God
“has our back”. He desires a relationship with his creation. He has prepared a place for us in
Heaven and arranged for His children to be with Him forever. Regardless of the
circumstances, our future is secure. Believers have eternal life. “God said it; I believe it; that
settles it, forever”!
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 Read Exodus 33: 1-3, 15. Moses led a group of about 2 million people with about 700,
000 men. Why was he not willing to lead them into the land God has promised them?
 
It was a test. The Israelites repeatedly sinned and turned their back on God and His
commandments. He is basically telling them that if they wanted to ignore Him, He would let
them fight their own battles. They were on their own.  God is faithful.  We see this time and
time again; in Abram, in Moses, and many more. In Luke 8: 22-25, Jesus calms the storm
and asks His disciple “Where is your faith?” He said they were going to the other side; the
storm could not change this fact. 
 
What has God promised those who will trust in His Son?
 
Eternal life in His Son Jesus Christ; the power of the Holy Spirit; we are joint-heirs with
Christ; adoption as sons and daughters. We are loved by the Creator of the Universe.
 
Do you find it difficult to stay focused on God’s promises as you live your life day by
day?
 
When I read the Old Testament, it is easy for me to become critical of how “fickled” the
Israelites were. They have repeatedly turned their back on God. But then I remember how
easy it is for doubts to challenge me. For some reason, it seems easier to sustain my faith
during direct attacks on it, but in the routine of daily living, I am more likely to “lose the
edge” and the first goes out little by little. Our discussion here is to help one another to keep
the fire burning bright and strong.
 
Let us pray together that we may keep our eyes focused on Jesus, the “author and
perfector of our faith”.


