
ABRAHAM: SACRIFICING the PAST
When I was a boy, I was fascinated with ants. I watched them for hours.  I built them roads

and tried to get them to go where I wanted. I put out stuff that I thought they might like to eat

as a goal.  Sometimes I was successful, but mostly the ants ignored me. There was no way

for me to communicate my intentions to the ants. 

 

It seems to me that we are often similar to those ants. God desires a relationship with His

creation, but He has been largely ignored throughout history. At one point, God realized he

needed to start over.  He appeared to Noah and told him to build an ark to protect his family

and a small portion of the animals on earth from the coming flood. This must have seemed

like a strange, and perhaps overwhelming request for a “man of the soil” (Genesis 9: 20). But

“Noah did all that the Lord commanded him” (Genesis 7:5). And God honored His promise. 

 

A few hundred years later, God commanded Noah’s great, great, great, great, great, great,

great, great grandson Abram to leave his people and his father to “go to the land I will show

you”.  We are told Abram obeyed God and left. He left his family, his people, everything that

was familiar and comfortable and trusted that God would protect him and fulfill his promise to

make him a great nation and a blessing to all people. 

 

While God may not have appeared to each of us directly, He has made each of us a promise

(See I John 5: 11-13). The question that faces us is can we overcome the familiar, the

comfortable, and trust God to keep His great promises to His children?
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Read Genesis 12: 1 -9. Abram left Ur, a city on the Persian Gulf in what was known as
Babylon, with his family and traveled northwest along the Euphrates River to the city of
Haran. We are not told why they moved or how long they lived there before God
commanded Abram to leave. What has God asked Abram to do?
 
He is commanded to simply go to a land that God will show him. In a deeper sense, he is
asked to put his faith in God that God’s plans for his life are good. 
 
Where does God want Abram to go?
 
God will show him.  It turns out that this is the land that God will give to Abraham’s
descendants. 400+ years later, Moses will lead the nation of Israel back to this land. It is
described as a land flowing with milk and honey.
 
How does Abram know he has arrived where God wants him?
 
The Lord appeared to him and promised to give this land to his offspring.
 
What does he do when he arrives at the land God promises him and his
descendants?
 
Abram builds an altar and “calls on the name of the Lord”.  The time of the Law regarding
when and how to sacrifice to God is hundreds of years in the future. Abram builds this altar
out of gratitude to honor his God. In doing so, he marks the occasion and the location of
God’s promise.
 
Why does Abram leave the land God promised Him?
 
There is a famine in the land and Abram choses to leave in search of food. For a man of
God, this may actually be a situation where Abram’s faith waivers. His faith seems to waiver
again when he arrives in Egypt and is worried they will kill him because he has a very
beautiful wife. When found out, he is sent out of Egypt. 
 
What is it like to move to a new home; a new country?
 
Hopefully, some in the class have experienced a move first hand. If not, ask them to
imagine what it must be like. You do not know anyone yet. You do not know the best places
to shop, to eat, to play. You do not know the best roads to take to get somewhere. It is
rather easy to get frustrated and even being taken advantage of. In short, it can be a trying
and stressful time.
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How do you think Abram and his family felt leaving Haran and their extended family?
 
It may be the case that the city Haran was named after Abram’s brother. We are told that
Haran dies and Abram’s father take the rest of the family south to Ur of the Chaldeans. It
seems that Abram is from a nomadic clan and separation may be somewhat normal as we
will see later as Lot and Abram separate so that there is adequate food and water for their
livestock. 
 
How do you think you would react if God appeared to you personally and asked you
to do something “special” for Him?
 
There won’t be a single answer for this question. Encourage the class to share their
thoughts and possible concerns. Doing anything that is “beyond our comfort zone” is
challenging and requires a good deal of courage and faith.
 
Read Hebrews 11: 8 – 19.  By faith, Abram obeyed God and it was credited to him as
righteousness. By faith, what has God asked of us?
 
By faith in His son, Jesus Christ, He offers us eternal life, the forgiveness of our sins, and a
way to become an adopted member of His family. He has set us free from sin and death
and provides us with the Holy Spirit so that we may live our lives in accordance with His will.
 
 In what ways are you challenged to live your life by faith?
 
Again, there will not be a single answer for this question. It may be difficult for people to
openly share their concerns. If people are unwilling to share, perhaps they can be
encouraged to write it down and pray about it in the coming week.
 
What would help you overcome your past and trust God completely?
 
Each situation will be different, but in general, people grow in faith when they realize that
God is trustworthy. First, we can help by realizing that the past is just that.  We sacrifice the
present and future when we allow the past to control us. God affords us the opportunity to
confess our sins and shortcomings.  He promises to forgive us and fill us with the Holy
Spirit. Turn the class’ attention to I Peter 2: 2.


