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LEADER 'S  GUIDE



CYPRUS, PISIDIAN,
& ANTIOCH

With the blessing of the Church,
Barnabas and Saul set off on their
first missionary journey. As they
land in Cyprus and visit Pisidian
and Antioch, they quickly encounter
opposition to their mission. Through
their witness and example, we can
learn a lot about God's mission, our
role in it, and how to handle
adversity.
 
Today's lesson addresses a hot
topic in our culture today - the idea
of tolerance. Tolerance is
something that our culture demands
from us. Tolerance is something
that we see modeled by Jesus and
others in the New Testament. At the
same time, in our story this morning
and in many other places in the
Bible, we can see an extreme
intolerance to anything that defiles
or diminishes the name or purposes
of God.
 
The goal today is to discover what it
looks like to be welcoming, loving,
and accepting of all types of
people, but at the same time, to
hold high the name, glory, and will
of our God.

ACTS 13:1-52
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THE  GOSPEL  AND  THE  WORLD

CYPRUS ,  PISIDIAN ,  & ANTIOCH

AUGUST  4 ,  2019

ACTS  13 :1-52

While  they  were  worshiping

the  Lord  and  fasting ,  the  Holy

Spirit  said ,  "Set  apart  for  me

Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the

work  to  which  I  have  called

them . "  So  after  they  had

fasted  and  prayed ,  they

placed  their  hands  on  them

and  sent  them  off .

 

 

Acts  13 :2-3

If someone asked you to describe the mission of God, what would you tell them?
 
God's mission, very simply, is to bring glory to himself. Here's what that means: God wants
everyone - all of creation - to see him, to know him, and to be known by him. God wants us
to know his beauty, his grace, his love, his power, and that all of his ways are just, true, and
right. This is why the vision from Paul in Philippians is one where every knee is bowing and
every tongue confessing that Jesus is Lord. It's why Paul writes to the Corinthians and tells
them that in the end, Christ will hand the kingdom over to the Father and that everything
Christ has done has been done so that God may be all in all. 
 
Everything in history, everything in our lives today is heading towards that moment. 
The revelation of the glory of God - the revelation of his his nature, character, and presence
- is the story that our Bible tells. And it is the mission we are each called to.
 
As we look at the missionary journeys of Paul over the next several weeks, we need to keep
this in mind. Everything Paul does, every reaction to his circumstances, every driving
motivation behind his persistence even in the face of persecution is fueled and fed by this
mission to reveal to the world who God is by proclaiming who Jesus is. 
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THE  GOSPEL  AND  THE  WORLD

CYPRUS ,  PISIDIAN ,  & ANTIOCH

AUGUST  4 ,  2019

ACTS  13 :1-52

While  they  were  worshiping

the  Lord  and  fasting ,  the  Holy

Spirit  said ,  "Set  apart  for  me

Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the

work  to  which  I  have  called

them . "  So  after  they  had

fasted  and  prayed ,  they

placed  their  hands  on  them

and  sent  them  off .

 

 

Acts  13 :2-3

Read Acts 13:1-3: This is a transitional moment in the story of the Church. Luke is
moving the story out of Jerusalem and into the rest of the world. The decisions that
we see the church in Jerusalem making will shape history. Why do you think Luke
specifically mentions worship, fasting, and prayer as he describes their decision to
set apart Barnabas and Saul?
 
Luke wants it clear from the beginning that everything happening in these stories is the
result of God's mission and will for his world. The decisions being made by the church were
not random. They were the result of deep, consistent, and real conversations with God. 
 
As you think about your own life, how much of what you do is prompted or shaped by
listening for the Holy Spirit's guidance?
 
Let your group share honestly. Hopefully, we could all identify with these early Christians.
Unfortunately, in some way, we all likely rely on ourselves or other sources far too often.
 
What practices have been most beneficial to you to help hear that voice?
 
Encourage your group to share here. We aren't trying to boast, but simply hoping that we
can learn from each other and identify practices or disciplines that can help us all listen to
God more intently. 
 
Read Acts 13:4-12. In Paphos, on the island of Cyprus, Paul and Barnabus are
opposed by a sorcerer who was "perverting" (distorting, corrupting, or misleading)
the right ways of the Lord. How does Paul respond to him?
 
Paul calls the man a child of the devil and blinds him - the same experience Paul himself
had when confronted by Christ for persecuting Christians. There is no patience in Paul for
anyone who misleads anyone else about who God is and what God is up to. 
 
Would you describe Paul's response as being tolerant or intolerant? Why?
 
His response seems rather intolerant by our culture's standards. In post-modernity, where
everyone can define truth for themselves, we would likely feel pressured to let the man
believe and say whatever he wanted about God. Paul didn't follow those rules.
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THE  GOSPEL  AND  THE  WORLD

CYPRUS ,  PISIDIAN ,  & ANTIOCH

AUGUST  4 ,  2019

ACTS  13 :1-52

Read Acts 13:44-52. Having moved from Cyprus to Pisidian Antioch, Paul and
Barnabas have proclaimed the Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire city. When
they are opposed by the Jews in the city, what do Paul and Barnabas do?
 
They don't budge on what they believe to be true, but they don't stick around to argue or
fight with the Jews opposing them. They don't start a twitter war. They move on to the
Gentiles.
 
Would you describe this response as being tolerant or intolerant. Why? 
 
This response seems more tolerant. Even though they disagree and even though it pains
them, they walk away from the Jews who oppose their message and move on to others who
might be more responsive.
 
What should we do today? Are Christians supposed to be tolerant or intolerant? Why
do you think so?
 
We should be both. We should be incredibly willing to go to anyone, talk to anyone, meet
with anyone, and love and welcome anyone. After all, that is what Christ has done for us. At
the same time, we have to be as bold and firm in our belief about who Jesus is, and
therefore, who God is, as Paul and Barnabas were. 
 
Read John 8:1-11. How do you see Jesus being both tolerant and intolerant in this
story?
 
Jesus doesn't condemn the woman that everyone else wants to kill. Even more, he reminds
everyone in the crowd about their own sinfulness, making them equals with this woman that
they were looking down on as a sinner. However, after the crowds leave, even as he
welcomes and accepts this woman exactly where she is, Jesus does not condone her sin.
He tells her to sin no more. Jesus was incredibly tolerant of her condition and her humanity,
but completely intolerant of her sinful actions.
 
Based on Jesus' example, do you believe that it is possible to be intolerant about a
person's beliefs, lifestyle, or sin and still treat the person with love and respect? Why
or why not?
 
It should be, but only works if we address sinfulness from a position of love rather than a
position of hate and condemnation.
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AUGUST  4 ,  2019

ACTS  13 :1-52

Have you felt our society push against this idea? In what ways?
 
Let your group brainstorm here, but help them stay away from political arguments. We are
not looking for specific topics or issues that our society supports or opposes, but trying to
identify how our society defines and practices tolerance. 
 
Ed Stetzer, a pastor and author, asked in an article in Christianity Today a few years ago,
"Is Christianity the only voice not welcome to the table?" A lot of Christians feel this way in
America today, but we need to struggle with whether or not it is true and why it might be true
if it is. Is it our culture's fault... or our own? Is it because the culture has gotten worse? Or is
it because we've lost touch with what true tolerance looks like... with what it looks like to
condemn sin without attacking and destroying the sinner?
 
Read Acts 13:46 and 13:50-51 again. Being tolerant does not mean that we have to
bend or abandon what we believe as Christians. But it does mean that we have to
love and respect even those who disagree with us. How might Paul and Barnabas'
example in these verses help us know how to respond to rejection, hate, or
persecution even today?
 
It should help us in at least two ways. First, their example is a reminder for us to be bold and
firm in what we believe about Jesus. Second, their example is a reminder to us that we don't
need to argue everyone into a relationship with Jesus. It is ok to wipe off our feet, wash our
hands, and move on to someone who will be more receptive. 
 
Throughout Jesus' ministry and in the lives of the first Christians, we see an
incredible willingess to go to, to welcome, and to accept anyone into God's family. At
the same time, we see a very strong rejection of sin and any belief that distorts,
harms, or gives a bad image to God's identity and name. 
 
As you reflect on today's scripture and discussion, what is the most important thing
for you to remember? How will that impact what you do this week?
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PHILIPPI
In Philippi, Paul and his
companions are confronted with
opposition that is supernatural,
societal, and governmental. And
yet, in the face of these great
powers, the Gospel still spreads
throughout the city and the region.
 
Why? Because God's power is
greater.
 
In our text today, we get to see
God's wonderful power to open
hearts, open homes, and open
prisons. Through this power, we are
given salvation, we are given a
family, and we are given freedom.
 
Today, our hope is that your group
will be encouraged and
strengthened by the promise and
potention of God's power in our
lives. 

ACTS 16:11-40
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PHILIPPI

AUGUST  11 ,  2019

ACTS  16 :11-40

About  midnight  Paul  and  Silas

were  praying  and  singing  hymns

to  God ,  and  the  other  prisoners

were  l istening  to  them .

Suddenly  there  was  such  a

violent  earthquake  that  the

foundations  of  the  prison  were

shaken .  At  once  all  the  prison

doors  f lew  open ,  and  everyone 's

chains  came  loose .

 

Acts  16 :25-26

What is the most powerful thing you have seen in your life? How did it make you feel
seeing it?
 
 
Read Acts 16:11-15. What act of God's power do you see happening in this story?
 
We get to see God's power to open the heart of Lydia to respond to Paul's message. It is a
reminder to us of how God calls us, softens our hearts, and helps us to believe. It is also a
reminder that, apart from God, we cannot change people's hearts or minds about who he is.
Salvation is always his work.
 
What is God's power overcoming or defeating?
 
In this case, his power is overcoming the power of pride, sin, and death. Sin and pride
harden our hearts and convince us that we don't need God. Only he can open our eyes to
the truth that we need him.
 
 

8



THE  GOSPEL  AND  THE  WORLD

PHILIPPI

AUGUST  11 ,  2019

ACTS  16 :11-40

What did God do in your life to open your heart to believe in and receive him? Or,
what might he be doing right now?
 
Encourage your group to share how they came to believe in God. Challenge them to think of
the people, circumstances, and events that God may have worked through to help them
believe.
 
Luke tells us that Lydia, after her baptism, opened her home to Paul and his
companions. How might this be a sign of how the Spirit was alive and working in
Lydia after her baptism?
 
We can see both her generosity and her desire to be a part of God's family. Our salvation
was never meant to be private and personal. Our salvation was meant to bring us into a
body, a temple, a family of other believers.
 
Why do you think belonging to God's family is supposed to be such an important part
of our salvation?
 
There are many reasons. Personally, God's family is meant to be a source of
encouragement, discipleship, forgiveness, grace, and accountability for us. Publicly, this
family is the means thorugh which God has decided to reveal himself to the world. How we
treat each other, how we live together, and how we treat our neighbors is meant to be a
means of revealing God's holiness to the world. Lastly, Paul describes us each as being
stones that make up one big temple that will be presented to God. He describes us, this
family, as being Christ's bride. He also describes us as one big body made up of different
parts. You cannot have salvation and escape membership in this family.
 
Read Acts 16:16-18. What act of God's power do you see happening in this part of the
story?
 
We see God work through Paul to cast the spirit, or demon, out of the slave girl.
 
What is God's power overcoming or defeating?
 
God's power is overcoming even the supernatural forces that we cannot see, but are at
work all around us. The devil, demons... they a real and present danger to us. But God's
power makes even the devil look weak.
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PHILIPPI

AUGUST  11 ,  2019

ACTS  16 :11-40

What are the spiritual, religious, or social attacks that we encounter in our world
today?
 
Encourage your group to try and name the ways that we face opposition in proclaiming the
Gospel today. Don't be afraid to challenge your groups responses by asking why these
things slow us down or stop us. Often, we point our fingers at others or our circumstances,
but really, the biggest hurdle we face is our own fear and insecurity.
 
Read Acts 16:25-34. Because Paul freed the slave girl, her owners have him and Silas
stripped, beaten, and thrown in jail. As you look at the story, how would you describe
the mood and scene inside the jail later that night?
 
We don't know what kind of songs they were singing. The NIV says, "hymns," but hymns as
we know the didn't exist. They were likely singing Psalms, many of which focus on God's
presence and faithfulness even in the face of great danger and hardship. The scene, then,
was not one of panic or fear, but of confidence and trust in God.
 
What song or hymn would you be singing? Explain why.
 
This is just meant to be a fun question for your group to think about. What are the songs that
are meaningful to you? What songs would give you comfort in this type of hardship? It might
be beneficial to hear each other's responses.
 
What is God's power overcoming or defeating in this part of the story?
 
God's power is overcoming the forces of creation - he uses an earthquake to shake the
foundations of the prison - but God's power is also overcoming the forces of oppression that
are shaped by human beings.  
 
In what ways are people oppressed in our world today?
 
There are many ways. Racism, social injustice, crime, abuse, neglect, unfair loans,
discrimination, and more. 
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ACTS  16 :11-40

How would salvation provide freedom and hope to those situations?
 
Salvation doesn't always open the prison door or end the physical slavery, but salvation
does bring freedom and hope in the knowledge that regardless of what happens to us here
on earth, God will be faithful to us and our reward will be with him. This doesn't mean we
should stop fighting for freedom from oppression here on earth and we should never use
this an excuse to allow systems like slavery to exist. But it is a reminder to us all, no matter
what our circumstances are, that God is with us and better things lie ahead.
 
In the text today, we see God's power act in three significant ways:
 
God's power opens hearts for salvation.
God's power gives us a family to belong to.
God's power sets us free from oppression.
 
Which power are you most in need of today? How could the church/your group help
you and encourage you this week?
 
Encourage open and honest answers and be sure to affirm each response.
 
As you reflect on our scripture this week and on God's awesome power, what is the
most important thing for you to remember? In what specific way will that impact what
you do this week?
 
Be sure to be ready with your own answer as well.
 
To close, read Romans 8:38-39 together as a group and pray, thanking God for his
power and presence in our lives.
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ATHENS
In Athens, Paul steps into a city
dominated by two philosophies. The
Stoics argued that godliness was
found within the present world and
within each and every human being.
They believed that each human
could tap into divinity and discover
pleasure, joy, life, and power simply
by living according to their own
inner, divine rationality.
 
The Epicureans believed that
godliness and gods - if they existed
at all - were distant and far off.
They were not a part of this world.
 
Into that confusion, Paul confronts
both beliefs and reveals a God who
is both other and intimate - bigger
than the universe can contain, and
yet completely accessible and
present. 
 
And how does one discover and
gain access to that God? Paul will
argue that it is not by our works, not
by our rationality, and not by any
other worldly means, but only
through belief in the resurrected
Jesus Christ and the repentance
that follows.

ACTS 17:16-34
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ATHENS
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ACTS  17 :16-34

In  the  past  God  overlooked  such

ignorance ,  but  now  he

commands  all  people

everywhere  to  repent .  For  he  has

set  a  day  when  he  will  judge  the

world  with  justice  by  the  man

he  has  appointed .  He  has  given

proof  of  this  to  everyone  by

raising  him  from  the  dead .

 

 

Acts  17 :30-31

Describe a moment in your life when you found yourself in a situation where you
were greatly distressed. What happened? What did it feel like? What did you do?
 
 
Read Acts 17:16-17. Why do you think Paul was "greatly distressed" when he saw
that the city of Athens was full of idols?
 
Paul was distressed because he could see so many people placing their hope in false gods
and false beliefs that, in the end, would gain them nothing. Paul's distress was driven by
love. His love for God drove him to want God alone to receive glory and honor and his love
for people drove him to want everyone to know the beauty and peace of a relationship with
God.
 
What did his great distress lead him to do?
 
Paul spoke up. He went to the synagogue to reason with the Jews and the Greeks. He
stood up in a meeting of the Areopagus and rejected an entire culture's belief system in
order to point to God. This was bold and dangerous for him to do.
 
 14
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ACTS  17 :16-34

How often do you find yourself greatly distressed by the idea that many people don't
know God and are trusting in false and hopeless idols? Does it lead you to do
anything about it? Why or why not?
 
This question is meant to check our hearts. Has our love for God become so great that we
cannot stand to see anyone or anything else receive his glory? Has our love for our
neighbor become so great that we cannot help but to speak to them about Jesus? Why do
we remain silent?
 
Read Acts 17:18-34. How does Paul use the culture and norms of the people of
Athens to point them to the one true God through Jesus?
 
It is worth noticing how well Paul paid attention to, learned about, and understood the
cultures of the people that he spoke to on his missionary journeys. He was a master at
using their own beliefs to point to Jesus. He could have walked into Athens denouncing all
of their gods and condemning them, but instead, he used one of their own practices, this
fear that they would offend a god they hadn't yet discovered or learned about, and used that
to point to the one, true, living God. It is a lesson for us on the importance of getting to know
our neighbors so that we can speak to them in a way that will connect. Shouting the Gospel
from a distance doesn't work.
 
According to Paul, how is our God different from those idols?
 
In contrast to the beliefs of the Stoic philosophers of Athens, who believed that godliness
came from within the world and within each human being, our God does not live in a temple
made by human hands and exists outside of us - even outside of creation. He is much to big
for that. He is the God who created everything that exists. He is the Lord over everything
that exists. And he doesn't need anything from us. In other words, the relationship our God
offers us is not transactional. It doesn't require payment. It is not dependent upon our works
or our ability to please him. Why? Because Jesus Christ has made the payment for us. He
has pleased God for us. 
 
According to Paul, what is the proof that what he is saying is true?
 
God raised Jesus from the dead.
 
 
 
 
 
 

15



THE  GOSPEL  AND  THE  WORLD

ATHENS

AUGUST  18 ,  2019

ACTS  17 :16-34

ccording to Paul, what is the only proper response to the message that he has
shared?
 
Paul says, "...now he commands all people everywhere to repent." The only proper
response to the Good News of Jesus Christ is to abandon all other gods and to give our
lives and obedience over to the one, true God.
 
As you think about your friends and associates, what are some of the "unknown
gods" or false idols that you see others placing their hope and trust in?
 
The list could be long. Money, happiness, sex, alcohol and drugs, fame, health, prosperity,
safety, comfort, other religions, our religion (our own works), etc.
 
What could you do to help them see and find hope in the one true God?
 
The only thing that we can do is to show them Jesus. To speak about him, but also to love
and live like him as we challenge them to repent - to follow him.
 
As you look at your own life, what are the "unknown gods" and false idols that you
might be trusting in?
 
If needed, remind your group of some of the answers given just a few questions ago. It can
be easy to point to how others fall short, but it is much more important for us to see how we
do this ourselves in our own lives. Encourage those who share.
 
What would repentance in these areas specifically look like for you?
 
Answers will vary based on what the "unknown god" is and the person's situation. At the
broadest level, repentance will always require us to lay down the trust we are putting in
ourselves or in someone/something else and to trust in God. It will always require us to do
his will instead of our own. Perhaps a good first step for all of us is simply seeing the false
gods in our lives and becoming aware of our need to abandon them.
 
As you reflect on today's scripture and discussion, what is the most important thing
for you to remember? 
 
What is one thing that you will do this week to either help someone else possibly
know God through Jesus or to repent from your own faith in a false idol?
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CORINTH
In Corinth, Paul experiences
opposition and persecution and,
yet, he remains in the city for a year
and a half, proclaiming the Gospel
and helping build the community of
faith.
 
What led him to stay? What drove
Paul to push forward and to keep
running the race regardless of the
opposition and difficulties? 
 
Paul is comforted by God and given
a promise. 
 
Today's story is a challenge for us
to allow our faith in God's promises
for our future to shape our
commitment to his mission today. 

ACTS 18:1-16
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ACTS  18 :1-16

One  night  the  Lord  spoke  to

Paul  in  a  vision :  "Do  not  be

afraid ;  keep  on  speaking ,  do  not

be  si lent .  For  I  am  with  you ,  and

no  one  is  going  to  attack  and

harm  you ,  because  I  have  many

people  in  this  city .  So  Paul

stayed  in  Corinth  for  a  year  and

a  half ,  teaching  them  the  word

of  God .

 

 

Acts  18 :9-11

Describe a time in your life where you needed encouragement to do something.
Where did that encouragement come from? How did it help you?
 
 
Read Acts 18:1-11. What are the positive, encouraging experiences Paul has in
Corinth?
 
Paul is welcomed and provided for by Aquila. He got to be a part of Crispus and his entire
household, as well as many more Jews, believing in Christ and being baptized. Also, Paul is
comforted by God.
 
What are the negative difficulties that Paul experiences in Corinth?
 
Paul is opposed and abused by some of the Jews. 
 
How does Paul respond to the opposition and abuse he receives from the Jews in
Corinth?
 
He moves on to the Gentiles. He doesn't stay and fight or argue. He shares the Gospel,
they reject it, and he moves on to another group to see if they will be more receptive.

18
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ACTS  18 :1-16

How could we learn from this and let it impact how we deal with non-Christians in our
lives today?
 
Paul's example shows us that we should be sharing the Gospel with everyone. It also shows
us that when we are rejected, it is ok to move on to someone else. Our job is not to force
anyone to believe. Our job is to present the Gospel - with our words and our actions - and to
allow the Spirit to save. As I think about this story, I also think about a lot of the arguments
and battles that I see often on social media. When we are attacked for our believes, a lot of
us attack back and keep on arguing, wanting to "win". We can gain wisdom and freedom
from Paul today, knowing that we don't have to win the argument. If we are opposed,
abused, or attacked for presenting the Gospel, it is ok to walk away... to hit mute... to delete
the post... to unfollow.
 
Are you a person who gives up easily or who never gives up a fight? Why do you
think so?
 
Encourage your group to try to self-reflect. Why do they want to win every argument or finish
every task so badly? Why do they give up so easily? Often, our desire to win or complete
every task on our own is an issue of pride. At the same time, if we are a person who gives
up too easily, it is our pride at work as well, as we do not want to feel the pain of failure.
 
What helps you stay in a situation or finish a task even if it is difficult?
 
Answers will vary. If it doesn't come up, ask your group how help and encouragement from
others plays a role in persistence.
 
Read Acts 18:9-10 again. While Luke doesn't say it, we can assume that Paul has
been in prayer over everything that was happening to him in Corinth. This vision is a
response to those prayers. In your own words, what is God telling Paul?
 
Even if the Jews turn against you, even if it gets dangerous or hard, I am with you. You are
doing great, keep going.
 
Are you comfortable with God keeping us in difficult and dangerous situations? If so,
where does that comfort come from? What would make remaining worth the
hardship?
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ACTS  18 :1-16

Answers will vary, but a lot of us, if we were honest, would much rather God keep us out of
difficult and dangerous situations. In the end, the only thing that makes hardship worth the
pain and effort is knowing what the end result will be. Mother's endure pregnancy and labor
because the life of their child is so precious and wonderful. We endure surgery and rehab
because the end result of being healthy is worth it. Likewise, we can endure any hardship
because the end result of God being glorified and us knowing him is of eternal worth.
 
Read Acts 18:11-16 again. Paul remains in Corinth for another year and a half and
even though the Jews in Corinth tried to have him arrested, God is faithful to Paul
and protects him from their plans and attacks. How would you describe Paul's faith
as a result of God's promise to him?
 
Paul's faith is emboldened. God's promise to him gives Paul the strength, endurance, and
courage to keep going.
 
In Corinth, we see:
 
Paul focusing his missionary efforts on whoever will be receptive.
Paul being comforted and assured through prayer.
Paul being confident and bold in his calling despite persecution.
 
Which of these insights are you most in need of in your life today? Why do you think
so?
 
 
What is one thing that you can do this week to move towards a faith like Paul's?
 
 
What is one thing that you will do this week to act on that faith and share the Good
News of Christ with another?
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ROME
As the story of Acts comes to an
abrupt close, we get a glimpse into
the final days of the life of the
Apostle Paul. He has endured
poverty, illness, shipwreck, snake
bites, abuse, persecution, and
imprisonment. He sits on house
arrest, awaiting a trial before
Caesar which would ultimately lead
to his execution.
 
And yet, he remains completely
committed to the calling that God
has given him. He remains devoted
to the command given by Jesus to
go into the world and to make
disciples. He remains willing to
stand toe to toe with the greatest
earthly power in his world - Caesar
and Rome - and to declare the
authority of Jesus Christ over all
other powers that exist.
 
Today's story challenges us to
consider what authority we act
under in our world today and how it
impacts how we live and our
commitment to God's mission.

ACTS 28:16-31
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ROME

SEPTEMBER  1 ,  2019

ACTS  28 :16-31

Therefore  I  want  you  to  know

that  God 's  salvation  has  been

sent  to  the  Gentiles ,  and  they

wil l  l isten !

 

 

 

 

Acts  28 :28

Read Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8. Jesus tells his disciples to go into the world and
be his witnesses - to make disciples and to teach others to obey everything that he
has commanded. With what authority does Jesus give these commands? 
 
All authority in heaven and on earth. In other words, with the authority of God himself.
 
As you think back over the story of Acts, over the ministry of Paul and the first
Christians, how can you see them relying on that authority as the foundation for what
they did?
 
In story after story, we see the first Christians being incredibly bold with their faith. Their
claims about Jesus and their actions challenge the authority of the Jewish leaders, city
leaders, and even Caesar himself. They truly lived and acted as if they answered to God
first and above all others.
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Read Acts 28:16-31. By this point, Paul has been arrested several times, flogged,
beaten and left for dead, shipwrecked, and bitten by a poisonous snake. But here he
is - on house arrest - proclaiming to the Jewish community that Jesus is the
fulfillment of all of Israel's hope - that Jesus is the messiah that they were waiting for.
Do you think Paul was motivated by his own strength or by the authority of Jesus?
Why do you think so?
 
Paul suffered through so much, he risked so much, he fought so hard, and he remained so
persistent... it is difficult to look at his life and say that he was living for himself or under his
own strength. He was a man who believed that God's word was true, that it had power, that
it carried authority, and that everything God had promised would come true.
 
Jesus' command to go and make disciples is a command for all of his followers.
Where do you think God has called you to make disciples?
 
In short, wherever you are. Here in your church, in your home, at your work... wherever you
go. 
 
How do you think God may have already equipped you to make disciples?
 
First, he has give us salvation and his Spirit. He has given us his word, the Bible, so that we
can discover more and more about who he is. And he has also given us the Church - people
in our lives who are teaching us, modeling discipleship for us, encouraging, us and holding
us accountable. Challenge your group to be specific. Who exactly are those people in their
life who are helping them become disciple-makers?
 
As we look at the life of Paul and the early Christians, we see that they went through
a lot of hardship as a result of their commitment to Jesus' command. Where do you
see fear or apathy in your life that might be preventing you from obeying Christ like
they did?
 
This is a personal question. Challenge your group to answer based on their own experience,
not based on what they see in others. Some of us fear persecution in different forms.
Perhaps it is losing friends, not being as popular, or not being accepted by our
society/culture. Some of us fear losing safety and comfort. Some of us are simply apathetic -
we don't really ever think about or care about the salvation of others. 
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Would you say that your Christian walk has been lived more under your own strength
and authority or in the strength and authority of Christ? Why do you think so?
 
None of us are perfect, so make sure to give grace to those who share and to encourage
them. We all have had times where we have done well and times where we have given up
too easily. Even Peter denied Christ three times. Jesus still died for him and Jesus still
called him to love him and to feed his sheep.
 
Jesus promises to be with us, always, until the end of the age. How would trusting in
that promise fully change your daily life and your commitment to his mission?
 
If we could focus on the tremendous worth of the prize that lay before us, the race that we
are running would always be worth whatever pain, whatever suffering, and whatever
hardship comes along with it.
 
What is the most important thing for you to remember from our scripture and
discussion? How will it impact what you do this week?
 
 
 
 
As you close, pray together that God would give you strength and boldness his
mission and celebrate his power over our fear, our apathy, and the forces that
oppose him.
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