
ROME
As the story of Acts comes to an
abrupt close, we get a glimpse into
the final days of the life of the
Apostle Paul. He has endured
poverty, illness, shipwreck, snake
bites, abuse, persecution, and
imprisonment. He sits on house
arrest, awaiting a trial before
Caesar which would ultimately lead
to his execution.
 
And yet, he remains completely
committed to the calling that God
has given him. He remains devoted
to the command given by Jesus to
go into the world and to make
disciples. He remains willing to
stand toe to toe with the greatest
earthly power in his world - Caesar
and Rome - and to declare the
authority of Jesus Christ over all
other powers that exist.
 
Today's story challenges us to
consider what authority we act
under in our world today and how it
impacts how we live and our
commitment to God's mission.

ACTS 28:16-31
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Therefore  I  want  you  to  know

that  God 's  salvation  has  been

sent  to  the  Gentiles ,  and  they

wil l  l isten !

 

 

 

 

Acts  28 :28

Read Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8. Jesus tells his disciples to go into the world and
be his witnesses - to make disciples and to teach others to obey everything that he
has commanded. With what authority does Jesus give these commands? 
 
All authority in heaven and on earth. In other words, with the authority of God himself.
 
As you think back over the story of Acts, over the ministry of Paul and the first
Christians, how can you see them relying on that authority as the foundation for what
they did?
 
In story after story, we see the first Christians being incredibly bold with their faith. Their
claims about Jesus and their actions challenge the authority of the Jewish leaders, city
leaders, and even Caesar himself. They truly lived and acted as if they answered to God
first and above all others.
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Read Acts 28:16-31. By this point, Paul has been arrested several times, flogged,
beaten and left for dead, shipwrecked, and bitten by a poisonous snake. But here he
is - on house arrest - proclaiming to the Jewish community that Jesus is the
fulfillment of all of Israel's hope - that Jesus is the messiah that they were waiting for.
Do you think Paul was motivated by his own strength or by the authority of Jesus?
Why do you think so?
 
Paul suffered through so much, he risked so much, he fought so hard, and he remained so
persistent... it is difficult to look at his life and say that he was living for himself or under his
own strength. He was a man who believed that God's word was true, that it had power, that
it carried authority, and that everything God had promised would come true.
 
Jesus' command to go and make disciples is a command for all of his followers.
Where do you think God has called you to make disciples?
 
In short, wherever you are. Here in your church, in your home, at your work... wherever you
go. 
 
How do you think God may have already equipped you to make disciples?
 
First, he has give us salvation and his Spirit. He has given us his word, the Bible, so that we
can discover more and more about who he is. And he has also given us the Church - people
in our lives who are teaching us, modeling discipleship for us, encouraging, us and holding
us accountable. Challenge your group to be specific. Who exactly are those people in their
life who are helping them become disciple-makers?
 
As we look at the life of Paul and the early Christians, we see that they went through
a lot of hardship as a result of their commitment to Jesus' command. Where do you
see fear or apathy in your life that might be preventing you from obeying Christ like
they did?
 
This is a personal question. Challenge your group to answer based on their own experience,
not based on what they see in others. Some of us fear persecution in different forms.
Perhaps it is losing friends, not being as popular, or not being accepted by our
society/culture. Some of us fear losing safety and comfort. Some of us are simply apathetic -
we don't really ever think about or care about the salvation of others. 
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Would you say that your Christian walk has been lived more under your own strength
and authority or in the strength and authority of Christ? Why do you think so?
 
None of us are perfect, so make sure to give grace to those who share and to encourage
them. We all have had times where we have done well and times where we have given up
too easily. Even Peter denied Christ three times. Jesus still died for him and Jesus still
called him to love him and to feed his sheep.
 
Jesus promises to be with us, always, until the end of the age. How would trusting in
that promise fully change your daily life and your commitment to his mission?
 
If we could focus on the tremendous worth of the prize that lay before us, the race that we
are running would always be worth whatever pain, whatever suffering, and whatever
hardship comes along with it.
 
What is the most important thing for you to remember from our scripture and
discussion? How will it impact what you do this week?
 
 
 
 
As you close, pray together that God would give you strength and boldness his
mission and celebrate his power over our fear, our apathy, and the forces that
oppose him.
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