
 
Read Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8. Jesus tells his disciples to go into the world and 
be his witnesses - to make disciples and to teach others to obey everything that he has 
commanded. With what authority does Jesus give these commands?  

 

As you think back over the story of Acts, over the ministry of Paul and the first 
Christians, how can you see them relying on that authority as the foundation for what 
they did? 

 

Read Acts 28:16-31. By this point, Paul has been arrested several times, flogged, beaten 
and left for dead, shipwrecked, and bitten by a poisonous snake. But here he is - on house 
arrest - proclaiming to the Jewish community that Jesus is the fulfillment of all of Israel's 
hope - that Jesus is the messiah that they were waiting for. Do you think Paul was 
motivated by his own strength or by the authority of Jesus? Why do you think so? 

 
 
Jesus' command to go and make disciples is a command for all of his followers. Where 
do you think God has called you to make disciples? 

 

How do you think God may have already equipped you to make disciples? 

 

 



As we look at the life of Paul and the early Christians, we see that they went through a lot 
of hardship as a result of their commitment to Jesus' command. Where do you see fear or 
apathy in your life that might be preventing you from obeying Christ like they did? 

 

Would you say that your Christian walk has been lived more under your own strength 
and authority or in the strength and authority of Christ? Why do you think so? 

 

Jesus promises to be with us, always, until the end of the age. How would trusting in that 
promise fully change your daily life and your commitment to his mission? 

What is the most important thing for you to remember from our scripture and discussion? 
How will it impact what you do this week? 

 

As you close, pray together that God would give you strength and boldness his mission 
and celebrate his power over our fear, our apathy, and the forces that oppose him. 

 


