
Read Revelation 3:1-6 together. How would you describe Jesus’ message to the church in 
Sardis in your own words? 
 
Jesus calls on these Christians to wake up. They had become stagnant and reliant on their past 
accomplishments in a way that was resulting in them doing nothing in the present. It is 
significant that Jesus’ instructions and warnings for this are no less serious than his instructions 
and warnings against those who were worshiping idols and practicing sexual immorality. We 
are seeing a picture here, of a God who is active and moving. A God who has a mission that is 
ongoing, even in our world today. The call is to be aware of this and to participate in it without 
ever stopping. 
 
How does an awareness of our past help us? 
 
Jesus is not calling on these Christians to ignore their past. The reality is that they had done 
good things that deserved recognition and celebration. The problem was that, at some point, 
they stopped. They got comfortable. They became complacent. They weren’t doing those 
things any more. At some point they became more concerned with the reputation their actions 
had given them than the actual actions that had earned such praise. Looking back on our past 
helps us to learn – from both our success and our failure. 
 
How might a focus on our past hurt us? 
 
Too much emphasis on our past can do two things. It can convince us that we have done 
enough already or it can convince us that we were never good enough. We see this in 
individuals and in communities and both stop us in our tracks. Both result in us failing to do 
what Christ has called us to. 
 
Jesus tells the church in Sardis that he found their deeds “unfinished.” What does this teach 
us about the Christian life? 
 
We are never done until Christ returns. The mission never ends. The work never ends. What we 
have been rescued for and called to is a life-long mission. 
 
What does this mean for the church today? 
 
It is easy for churches to “finish”. It’s easy for us to see a need, create programs and ministries, 
get them going, see them succeed, and then go into a sort of cruise control. When we do that, 
we often stop paying attention to the world or community around us and miss the changing 
needs that are present. We lock into one way of doing something and forget the original 
purpose for doing it in the first place. Jesus’ words are a reminder for us to be constantly aware 
of the good news of the Gospel and the way that this good news is supposed to shape our lives.  
 
How has this pandemic and the movement to online worship challenged your understanding 
of what it means to be the church? 



There is no “correct” answer here… just look for and encourage honesty. For many, this 
separation has challenged our perception of what worship is and what it should look like. 
Hopefully, it has also led us to think about what God desires most from us and how we can still 
do those things even while we are “quarantined.” 
 
How do you envision the church moving forward in this moment? What might “holding fast” 
to the truth of the Gospel and the mission that we have to reveal this truth through our love, 
mercy, and justice look like today? 
 
Encourage creativity and thoughtfulness. Again, we aren’t looking for a “right” answer. We are 
simply trying to draw out how to be the church in a time where we are all being forced to adapt 
and live in ways that we haven’t had to in our past.  
 
Close your time in prayer together, thanking God for the promises that we have in this text: 
the promise of forgiveness, victory, and life forever with him. 


