
Read Revelation 3:7-13 together. How would you describe Jesus’ message to the church in 
Philadelphia your own words? 
 
Philadelphia was located not far from Smyrna, and thus, not far from a very large center of 
Jewish presence and power in this region. And so, just like in Smyrna, we see these Christians in 
Philadelphia experiencing opposition – not from Rome, but from the Jewish community around 
them. It is likely that the number of Jews in Philadelphia was in the thousands. It is just as likely 
that the number of Christians was somewhere around 25-50. The Jewish community, because 
of their numbers, had civic and political clout. These Christians had none. And the Jewish 
community was using their clout to try and squelch this little uprising that they saw as a heresy 
and a threat to their belief.  
 
And so, in Philadelphia, what we see from Jesus is a word of encouragement. He sees these 
Christians, outnumbered and being oppressed. He recognizes their faithfulness and he gives 
them hope. He has opened a door – he is giving them opportunity. Despite the large barrier 
standing in their way, he is promising them that they will succeed. They can advance. They 
don’t have to wait and they definitely don’t have to give up.  
 
The  message to the church in Philadelphia is one that reminds us both of our mission as 
Christians and of the incredible power that we have ahead of us, with us, and behind us to 
accomplish it. And in our faithfulness to Christ – in our participation in his mission – we become 
the true Church, the true Israelites, pillars that form the temple of God itself.  
 
Here, Jesus describes his followers as pillars in the temple of God. Elsewhere, Paul describe us 
as bricks being put together to form the structure of the temple itself. What does these 
temple analogies teach us about our relationship with God? 
 
We are the place where God dwells! This was the purpose of the temple. The Israelites believed 
that the temple was the real, physical location where people could come to interact with God 
because it was the place where God’s feet rested here on earth. The temple was the place 
where heaven and earth intersected and melded together. Both Paul and Jesus say, “That’s 
what we are!” It is this beautiful image of how close our God comes to us. He dwells in us. 
 
What do these temple analogies teach us about our role here on earth? 
 
If we are the place where God dwells, then our mission and purpose becomes the same as the 
mission and purpose of the temple. We are each a place, a person that people should be able to 
look to and discover God’s presence. Not only that, we are each a place and a person that 
people can look to and discover who our God is. The Israelites went to the temple for 
forgiveness – for redemption and reconciliation. This tells us a lot about our purpose in this 
world. We not only reveal God’s presence, but we also work as his agents to bring forgiveness 
and reconciliation into the world.  
 



Jesus not only shows these Christians in Philadelphia their special purpose and mission in this 
world, but he promises them that he is holding open a door for them. Jesus himself is 
providing them with real, tangible opportunities in their city to be the temple and advance 
the Gospel. In the face of this pandemic and all of the changes that it has brought upon us, 
what doors might Jesus be holding open for us? What opportunities do we have to be his 
temple?  
 
There are likely many. Encourage your group to think and share. The online presence that the 
church has been able to foster is reaching people we had never reached before and connecting 
us to others who we had lost touch with along the way. The pandemic has also created many 
opportunities for families to spend more time together. It may be serving as a type of 
winnowing or pruning as well, challenging us to think about what is most important and what 
we are most called to do and be. What other ideas do you have? 
 
What incentive does Jesus give these Christians in Philadelphia to take the risk, endure the 
hardship, and walk through the door? 
 
Not only will they become God’s temple, but they will never leave it. They will receive new 
names (as if they were adopted by God himself and made children in his family). Basically, Jesus 
offers these Christians the reward of himself, forever.  
 
Close with a moment of reflection. No one has to answer, but they can if they want to. But 
ask yourself this: Is Jesus enough? Is the reward of being God’s temple – of having God dwell 
in you forever – worth walking through any door?  
 
 
After a moment of reflection, close your group in prayer, thanking God for these promises, 
and asking for wisdom to see the doors he is opening and courage to walk through them. 


