
FBC WEEKLY Week 19 
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY! 

JOHN’S UPDATE 
Friday night, I met with our Church Moderator and the Chair-

persons of each of our ministry teams and together we decided 

to continue worshiping through online gatherings only at least 

through the month of May. Hopefully, you have already heard 

that announcement, but I wanted, here, to give you some insight 

into why this decision was made. 

 

First and foremost, the decision was made with the safety and 

well-being of our church members and our community in mind. 

Indiana is still experiencing an increase in the number of people 

contracting the COVID-19 virus and we want to continue to 

exercise caution as we try to help prevent the spread of the virus 

any further. Your safety will continue to be our number one 

priority as we make these decisions. 

 

Secondly, when we made these decisions, it was under the 

impression that we would be limited to the guidelines being 

imposed on other businesses and gatherings throughout the 

state. We have since learned that churches are able to gather in 

any number as long as we follow strict social distancing 

guidelines. This has not changed our minds. Churches are being 

offered up as a case study to see what happens when people 

gather together again. We are choosing to not be a part of that 

case study. Again, this is out of a strong desire to protect each 

other and our community. It is also because of very practical 

reasons. 

 

Our sanctuary will allow us to accommodate a maximum of 80-

100 people under the current social distancing guidelines. Our 

atrium… less than 50.  Our members over 65 years of age would 

not be allowed to attend. Our children’s areas would have to 

remain closed. So, even though the state says that there is no 

limit to the number of people that we can welcome into our 

building, we are still bound by these very practical restrictions 

that impact our ability to reopen fully or as we have in the past.  

Beyond capacity concerns, we are also working to determine 

how we will be able to effectively and efficiently sanitize the 

church building before, after, and in-between any services or 

activities that take place.  

 

(continued on page 3) 



PRAYERS  
REQUESTED 

Prayer Chain:  Kamela Farmer  Emergency Contact: 

812-201-0263    John Campbell 812-201-6041 

 Health Concerns 
Pastor Bernie 

James Buckalew 

Judi Buckalew 

James Cooper 

Mike Deckert 

Todd Fears 

Tom Harris 

Lyle Hawkins 

Donna Jones 

Christina Lamb 

Pat Meneely 

 

 

Mary Nasser 

Carl Norris 

Richard Penrod 

Phyllis Rayburn 

Janet Recknor 

Bob Shafer 

Jim Shields 

Bill Unger 

Ed Utterback 

Dick & Sherry Wood 
The full list is available in your email. 

TITHES-THANK YOU! 

During this time of suspended services, we are thankful to those 

who have continued to be faithful to your pledges of your tithes 

and offerings, whether it be mailing your checks or giving online.  

As a reminder, checks can be mailed to First Baptist Church 4701 

Poplar Street Terre Haute, IN 47803 or online at  

https://thfbc.org/donate .  Thank you, again! 

From Sunday, May 3rd:     

BUDGET WEEKLY:  $12,091.33     

GENERAL GIVING TOTAL:  $   11,179.00    

YTD BUDGETED RECEIPTS:  $ 245,230.44 

YTD BUDGETED EXPENSES: $ 208,582.10 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH     812-877-2354     www.THFBC.org 
 

John Campbell          Tim Bennett       James White 

Senior Pastor          Associate Pastor       Interim Youth Director  
 

Jill Kirchoff          Gina Dorsett       Bernie Jackson/Dr Bill Griffith    

Children’s Minister       Preschool Director       Pastors Emeriti         

• ADULT BIBLE STUDY ZOOM 

• EARLY CHILDHOOD WORSHIP 

• ELEMENTARY WORSHIP 

• YOUTH AT HOME LIVE -8:00 PM 

https://thfbc.online.church 

https://thfbc.org/donate
http://www.THFBC.org
https://thfbc.online.church/


FIRST FRIENDS PRESCHOOL 
REGISTERING NOW! 

The preschool line is checked daily if you are wishing to enroll your 

child for next year!  Please call if you have questions! 

(Pastors Update continued from page 1) 

Our church leadership will continue to meet throughout the 

month to work towards and plan for a safe and practical 

reopening plan and we will keep you updated as we are able. 

We also hope that you understand that all of these plans are fluid 

and subject to change. 

 

It is our goal to gather in our building for worship again as soon as 

it is safe and responsible to do so. Today, we don’t know when 

that will be and we do not know what it will look like. We are 

exploring a variety of ideas and options, but we also are being 

very intentional to not to rush back into the building too soon. We 

appreciate your patience, we are thankful for your desire to be 

together again for worship, and we celebrate daily the ways that 

so many of you are working to care, pray, and provide for each 

other in this time of need.  

 

Our church leaders have been an invaluable resource to me 

during this time of hard decisions and untraveled ground. None of 

us saw this coming and none of us were ready. I do believe, 

though, that First Baptist has responded and adapted to the 

challenges of this pandemic with grace, wisdom, and love – and 

for that, I am very thankful. Our church leaders are listed below. In 

addition to our staff, please keep them in your prayers and 

thanksgiving. 

 

Sharon Cordray – Church Moderator 

Kim McDonald – Deacon Chair 

Sue Funk – Trustee Chair 

Tim Pittman – Music Team Chair 

Diana Allen – Christian Education Chair 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
Please contact the office if you or your child is graduating from 

high school, college, or with a post-secondary degree this year!  

We wish to recognize these Seniors who have put in so much work 

but have missed out on the excitement and celebration of 

graduation due to Covid19 rules.  Call 812-877-2354 or email at 

dthomas@THFBC.org. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
May 9th-17 

9th—Conner Lubbehusen 

11th—Zachary Lee 

12th—Jackie Reeves 

13th—Calvin Wells 

14th—Annabelle Thompson 

15th—Macy Deckert 

16th—Ava Gayso, Emily Thurston,  

17th—Sylvie Shock 

PRAYER / NEEDS MINISTRY 
Prayer requests may be submitted by: 

 

Email:  Prayer@thfbc.org 

Website: www.thfbc.org/prayer-ministry 

Prayer Chain: 812-201-0263 
 

Requests for grocery pick-ups or childcare: 

Please call the office at 812-877-2354 



CONNECTION GROUP QUESTIONS 
May 10th Galatians 5:16-26. 
How do Paul’s list of the works of the flesh (vv. 19–22) and his list of 

the fruit of the Spirit (vv. 22–23) differ from one another?  

 

Paul ends his list of “the works of the flesh” saying, “and things like 

these” (v. 21b). What does that phrase suggest?  

 

What is the difference between “work” and “fruit”?  

 

Many times, our impulse is to read a list like this and immediately 

burden ourselves with the responsibility of change. As you read over 

Paul’s description of the fruit of the Spirit, do you feel that impulse to 

change yourself? What would it look like to follow that conviction 

with a reliance on the Spirit to produce fruit in your life?  

 

In what ways do you struggle most to rely on the Spirit? In what ways 

do you tend to revert to self-reliance to produce spiritual fruit?  

 

Of the different forms of the fruit of the Spirit, which describes the 

area you most need to grow in? What are some practical steps you 

could take this week in asking the Holy Spirit to bring about growth in 

that area?  

 

In verses 24–25, Paul uses two active verbs to describe Christ-

followers: 1. They “have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires.” 2. They “keep in step with the Spirit.”  

 

What do these active verbs suggest about the Christian life?  

 

What are some practical ways you can keep in step with the Spirit? 

  

Where do you find yourself most in need of freedom?  

 

What can you do this week to live differently where God has placed 

you?  

 

Who can you serve out of the freedom you have received in Christ? 

WELCOME VIDEOS NEEDED 
Please share a “Welcome Video” with our congregation for our 

Sunday online worship!  It would be so nice to have videos of 

members of our congregation telling us who they are and 

welcoming everyone to worship for our Sunday Morning Online 

Worship.  These videos can be sent to Tim at TBennett@thfbc.org. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

14TH AND CHESTNUT–PLEASE HELP! 
The 14th and Chestnut Community Center would like to extend 

our sincere thanks to you for the love you have shown to the 

center.  Your very generous donations the past few weeks have 

helped us to feed the many families in need during this 

coronavirus pandemic.  With so many families out of work, the 

families truly depend on the food, canned goods, and non-food 

items that come from the Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard.  The 

Community Center is facing an increase in the number of families 

that are going through their line every Tuesday, requiring an 

amount of food every week that is constant and never ending.  

Many are 1st time families that have lost their jobs! 
 

We value and appreciate your efforts to help us help others! With 

sincere thanks, Bill Felts. 
 

How THFBC can help: 
• Non-perishable items may be dropped off between 9AM-4PM 

Monday through Friday at the Center or THFBC.  Containers 

are located at the church under the front entrance awning 

during those same hours.  Suggested items are: 

 16 oz. canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, Mac and 

 Cheese, pasta, canned meats, soup, crackers, toilet 

 paper, paper towels or any other non-perishable item. 
 

• Checks made out to THFBC or to 14th and Chestnut 

Community Center specifically designated *Food Pantry* can 

be mailed to 4701 Poplar Street Terre Haute, IN  47803 or 1403 

Chestnut St. Terre Haute, IN  47807. 
 

• Checks made out to the THFBC or to 14th and Chestnut 

Community Center *Food Pantry* can be dropped off at the 

church in the LOCKED mailbox located under the awning 

outside the church doors. 
 

• Online donations may be accessed at https://thfbc.org/

donate under 14th and Chestnut Food Drive. 


