
PASTOR’S UPDATE 
Over the last few weeks, as our community has been reacting to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we have tried to balance two important needs: 

the safety, health, and needs of our church family and the safety, 

health, and needs of our neighbors in Terre Haute. As I met with other 

pastors and community leaders, a glaring need that we saw coming 

for our community was the need for childcare as our school system 

was required to close their doors.  As a result of these conversations, I 

have been serving on a team that has created a ministry that seeks to 

provide emergency school-age childcare to essential employees of 

our community during the COVID-19 crisis. 

You can read more about the program at https://www.tribstar.com/

news/local_news/faith-community-working-to-provide-emergency-

child-care/article_9a1328f1-e56e-5de9-a3a4-06ef570a4da5.html 

or visit the ministry’s website at https://www.vigochildcarenetwork.org. 

 

Today, we have four local churches who have opened up a space in 

their building for two adults and eight children at each location. First 

Baptist is not serving as one of these locations at this time, but we are 

working to try and provide volunteer help. The ministry is seeking 

individuals who are primarily younger and outside of the “high-risk” 

category to help provide care to the children and/or be willing to go 

to the host facilities and help sanitize and clean. Volunteers must be 

willing to complete a background check through the church if one 

has not already been completed.  

 

Jann Speidel has agreed to be our volunteer coordinator for this 

project. If you are interested in helping in any way, please contact her 

at jspeidelis@yahoo.com.  

SPECIAL CALLED BUSINESS MEETING 
There Will be a Special Called Business Meeting on Sunday, April 19th at 

10:55AM in the Sanctuary to receive, discuss, and vote on our Capital 

Campaign Committee’s recommendation to move forward with the 

Multi-Purpose Facility building project.  Please plan to attend and 

participate in this important moment in our church’s history and future. 
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PRAYERS  
REQUESTED 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ONLINE! 
Catch our Sunday Morning Worship Service and Family 

Worship for you and your children, online at:  
www.thfbc.org/fbconline  
_____________________________________________________ 

LATER THIS WEEK 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic public worship gatherings and all other 

activities held at the church have been suspended until further notice.  

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
March 28th-April 5th 

28th—Russell Pierce 

29th—Pam Barbour, Virginia Brill, Mike Deckert, Linda McCammon,  

           Kristen Wells 

30th—Elizabeth Cropp 

31st—Linda Deckert 

1st—Connie Sheehan, David Utterback 

2nd—David Jones, Tressa Steward 

3rd—Sutton Schmidt 

4th—Scott Rogerson 

5th—Barbara Randall 

PRAYER / NEEDS MINISTRY 
Prayer requests may be submitted by: 

 

Email:  Prayer@thfbc.org 

Website: www.thfbc.org/prayer-ministry 

Prayer Chain: 812-201-0263 

 

Requests for grocery pick-ups or childcare: 

Please call the office at 812-877-2354 

Prayer Chain:  Kamela Farmer  Emergency Contact: 

812-201-0263    John Campbell 812-201-6041 

 

Indianapolis Hospital 

Tom Harris 
 

Health Concerns 

Pastor Bernie 

James Buckalew 

Judi Buckalew 

James Cooper 

Mike Deckert 

Todd Fears 

Tom Harris 

Lyle Hawkins 

Donna Jones 

Pat Meneely 

Nancy Morgan 

Mary Nasser 

Carl Norris 

Richard Penrod 

Phyllis Rayburn 

Janet Recknor 

Bob Shafer 

Bill Unger 

Dick & Sherry Wood 

 

The full list is available in your email. 

TITHES-THANK YOU! 

During this time of suspended services, we are thankful to those who have 

continued to be faithful to your pledges of your tithes and offerings, 

whether it be mailing your checks or giving online.  As a reminder, checks 

can be mailed to First Baptist Church 4701 Poplar Street Terre Haute, IN 

47803 or online at 

 https://thfbc.org/donate .  Thank you, again! 

From Sunday, March 22nd:     

BUDGET WEEKLY:  $12,091.33     

GENERAL GIVING TOTAL:  $     7,272.00    

YTD BUDGETED RECEIPTS:  $ 172,265.50 

YTD BUDGETED EXPENSES: $ 149,470.16 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH     812-877-2354     www.THFBC.org 
 

John Campbell          Tim Bennett       James White 

Senior Pastor          Associate Pastor       Interim Youth Director  
 

Jill Kirchoff          Gina Dorsett       Bernie Jackson/Dr Bill Griffith    

Children’s Minister       Preschool Director       Pastors Emeriti         
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KIDS HOPE NEWS 
Kids Hope has had such a good year until this bump in the road with 

Corona virus!   With these uncertain times, we don’t know when we will 

get back to mentoring but we will be ready as soon as they let us back in 

school.  We were so fortunate to add three new mentors at the Activities 

Fair held some weeks ago.  We welcomed Catelin Barbour-Morley, 

Lindsey Orozco and Glen Miller to our ranks.  We were blessed to get two 

college girls – I am always amazed at these girls (and our Rose Hulman 

guys) who take time from their busy schedules to mentor needy kids.  We 

also welcomed back Glen Miller, a long-time mentor who said he would 

come back if we needed him.  We definitely needed him and he started 

with one of our most needy kids, not missing a beat.   

 

We have such caring and encouraging mentors and one of our best was 

“Mr. Allen”.  Allen Keathley (along with Mabel) was a mentor from the 

beginning – almost 20 years now.  Mr. Allen was so faithful and hardly 

ever missed a week with his child, even when he was going through 

medical treatments.  A couple of his Kids Hope kids he mentored from 

kindergarten through 5th grade.  He was always interested in seeing them 

develop in music and talked up the field-trip to the Symphony every 

year.  When he played with the Symphony, he would come out and talk 

with our kids.  The teacher of his child this year, Emily Nasser, wrote the 

following about him:  “Cade always looked forward to and checked in 

with me if Mr. Keathley was coming.  He would always chime in when I 

gave Mr. Keathley instructions like he knew exactly what to do and that 

would always make Mr. Keathley smile.”   

 

Allen was so good with these kids – he had a wry sense of humor and 

told them corny jokes.  He often came to his child’s programs and 

Grandparents Day when they didn’t have anyone to come.  He was a 

wonderful Christian father and grandfather figure to our Kids Hope kids 

and to us all.  We will miss you, Mr. Allen. 

Please keep our Kids Hope kids in your prayers these next few weeks until 

all this craziness calms down.  They are from the most vulnerable of 

families that can’t afford to miss a paycheck.  They are the most at-risk to 

have a responsible adult care for them and rely on the school to supply 

food during the week and back-packs on the weekends.  Pray that they 

will be taken care of, fed, and stay healthy during this time of crisis. 

Judy Fears, Kids Hope Co-Director 

______________________________________________________________________ 

SYMPATHY 
With deepest regrets we inform you that Dr. Bob E Smiley, former member 

of FBC, passed away on March 18th.  The funeral was held last Sunday in 

Linton.  Please keep this family in your prayers.   

CONGRATULATIONS! 
It is with great excitement that we celebrate the birth of Madilyn Rae 

Marts born on March 19th weighing 8 pounds 10 ounces and 20 inches 

long.  Madilyn’s parents are Chris and Cherokee Marts.  Brothers and 

sisters are Keaton, Haydon, Ava, and Christopher!  We ask for God’s 

blessings on this sweet family! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

BLESSINGS! 
With great joy, we are able to thank God for good news regarding 

Pastor Bernie!  Bernie received a clear reading on his yearly scan after 

the conclusion of radiation.  The doctors were excited with how he has 

progressed following the diagnosis.  Bernie wishes to thank each of you 

who have kept him in their prayers! God has been so good! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Today I ask that you pray for our children in the loss of Mr. Allen 

(Keathley).   Mabel and Allen have been so vital to me in Children’s 

Ministry since I took on this role.   Mabel in her sweet and gentle way was 

such a wonderful mentor to me.   Even in her death, as I stood by her 

bedside, she taught me that death was not something to fear.   As I sat 

next to my mother as she passed, I was comforted by the knowledge I 

received from Mabel.   

 

Mr. Allen was a friend to the children and they loved him so dearly.   He 

was very serious with adults and very silly with the children.   Mr. Allen 

helped in Children Church, security, Wednesday night Bible Seekers and 

Sunday night Link when we had it.  He was present, he was helpful, and 

he was loving to the children.   He was their friend and they knew 

it.   During this time of isolation, the children may or may not know about 

Allen and they will sure not have the opportunity to say goodbye.   I 

encouraged the children to send him cards in the recent days.  I would 

like to share the sweet words of one those cards……”I hope you get 

better soon, I don’t blame you if you want to go see God.   I don’t want 

you to hurt.  I think God will be excited to see you and Mrs. Mable.  Love 

Kaylee”   The children will be hurting as they miss his presence in their 

lives.  Thank you Mr. Allen for your love to us.   We know you are with God 

and Mabel now. –Miss Jill 

VBS STAFF RECRUITMENT 

June 8-12  |  9-Noon 
 

FOR ONLINE VOLUNTEER SIGN UP CLICK HERE! 
 

 

https://thfbc.org/outreach/vacation-bible-school


SMILE! 
Once again photo  

opportunities will be available 

on Easter Sunday!   

 

Come prepared with your  

brightest smile! 

FIRST FRIENDS PRESCHOOL 
REGISTERING NOW! 

The preschool line is checked daily if you are wishing to enroll 

your child for next year!  Please call if you have questions! 

TERRE HAUTE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

We’ve been nominated for the Best Church!   
Vote for us from March 20th—27th!   



March 29, 2020 

Be Prepared         Mark 13: 1-8; 24-37 

 

Read Mark 13: 1-8 and 24-37. Do you see the “disconnect” 

between what the disciples ask Jesus and His response? 

 

 

 

Where does this event occur? 

 

 

 

Jesus tells His disciples that the temple buildings will be 

leveled.  When does this occur? 

 

 

 

What events does Jesus say will mark the beginning of the 

end times? 

 

 

 

What promise does Jesus make to His disciples (and 

ultimately us)? 

 

 

 

What is the point of this message to Jesus’ disciples? 

 

 

 

 

What are the five watchwords contained in this passage?  

In other words, what does Jesus instruct His followers to do? 

 

 

 

What is the point of the parable of the talents (vs. 34)? 

 

 

 

What is the hardest thing about waiting? 

 

 

 

As we studies Moses and Elijah, it seems clear that the 

Israelites may not have valued God’s gifts as they should 

have. The Old Testament is a record of how often they 

rejected God. Do you value what Jesus offers? 

 

 

 

How can we pray for one another today? 


