
SUNDAY CONNECTION GROUPS 
These groups gather here every Sunday morning at 10:45 AM.  

 

Kum Dubble  Genesis   Senior High Youth 

Senior Adults  Adults                   Grades 9-12 

 

Double Ring  Beginnings  Junior High Youth 

Senior Adults  Young Adults  Grades 6-8 

 

Life Preservers  The Walk  Children’s Connections 

Senior Adults  Young Adults  Grades PreK-5th  

 

New Covenant  The Journey  Blessings 

Adults   Young Adults  New Group 

 

 
WEEKDAY CONNECTION GROUPS 
 
Ladies in Fellowship Together  Northside Small Group 

Saturday Mornings at 9:30 AM  Thursday Evenings at 6:30 PM 

Contact Fran Campbell for info  Contact Glen Cardwell for Info 

eddydale@frontier.com   bgcardwell@frontier.com 

 

Eastside Small Group   The Yahweh Tribe 

Monday Afternoons at 2:00 PM  Monday nights at 6:00 PM 

Contact Venita Gastineau for info 6-12 grade girls  

(812) 235-7586                               jcampbell@thfbc.org  

 

Women’s Bible Study   Bible Seekers: Grades K-5 

Thursday Mornings at 9:30 AM  Wednesday Nights at 6:30 PM 

Beginning Thursday, March 1st  Bible Study and games 

Contact Connie Sheehan at  Meets here at the church 

shconnie@joink.com    

Beth Moore Bible Study   FBC Youth Gathering 

     Wednesday nights 5:30-7:30 PM 

Adult Bible Study   For grades 6-12 

Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM  Meets here at the church 

Led by Rev. Jackson    

Meets here at the church  

 

 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
OUR VISION 

We will be an intergenerational community of warmth where disciples 

are nurtured into passionate obedience to God our Father-expressed 

and extended into our community through the lives of our members as 

they go out to love, serve, and proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

Proclaiming Christ, Promoting Disciples 
 

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES DEFINED 
 

DISCIPLESHIP: Learning to worship, serve, and witness within the context 

of relationships so that we become more like Christ. 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Developing relationships with and caring for the 

needs of our neighbors for the cause of Christ. 
 

STRENGTHEN CHURCH CONNECTIONS:  Developing relationships within the 

Christian community that provide care for each other’s needs and 

encourage the discipleship of each other for the cause of Christ. 
 

IMPROVING INTERGENERATIONAL INVOLVEMENT:  Practicing discipleship, 

community outreach, and strengthening church connections across 

generational lines. 
 

GOVERNANCE:  Structuring leadership to best serve as guides the 

congregation as we carry out the mission of Christ through the church. 
 

IMPROVE and UPDATE FACILITIES:  Completing any necessary renovations 

and expansions to ensure that the building is a hub for discipleship, 

outreach, and church connections. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome guests! 
Welcome to First Baptist Church!  It’s good to have you!  Come say, 

“Hi!” at our Welcome Desk in the church atrium so we can learn a little 

bit more about each other.  Have questions?  We’ve got answers, 

refreshments in our First Link area… and a gift for you too! 

 

While you are here… 
 
Connect over coffee 
Our First Link area is stocked with fresh coffee, donuts, and other snacks 

every Sunday morning.  Feel free to have a seat, mingle, and enjoy the 

refreshments. 

 

Connect through worship 
We worship Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM and on Sunday evenings at 

6:00 PM.  Our morning service follows a more traditional pattern of 

worship, while our evening service reflects more modern patterns of 

worship.    

 

Connect through fellowship and study 
We have Connection Groups meeting every Sunday morning and 

throughout the week on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.  

Our Connection Groups are a great place to begin new relationships 

through Bible Study and mission together with other Christians.  Flip to 

the back page for a full list of current Connection Groups and when 

they gather. 

 

Connect through membership 
We’d love to have you as a part of our church family.  Speak with a 

member of our pastoral staff for more info or email us at 

email@thfbc.org.   

 

Connect the whole family 
Children of all ages are welcome to join us during worship, but we also 

offer childcare and children’s groups for all ages. Stop by our 

Welcome Desk for directions.    

mailto:email@thfbc.org


PRAYERS 
REQUESTED 

 

Health Concerns/

Recovering  

Wanda Brown 

Mary Buckalew 

Larry Dorsett 

Todd Fears 

Joan Kasameyer 

Bill Kauffman 

Rex Kirchoff 

Lois Little 

Granville Lowe 

Lori McGuire 

David Manson 

Bob Rogerson 

Wilma Roman 

Jim Shields 

Bruce Simmons 

Sipes Family 

Sherry Wood 
 

Our full prayer list is 

available at the 

Welcome Desk. 

December 17, 2017 

 Children’s Ministry Staff 

9:30 

Toddlers:  Janet Royer, Djanedi Cardwell 

Preschool:  Jessica Petscher, Caitlin Miller,    

   Lacy Cooper 

10:30 

Toddlers:  Judy Harris, Nathalie Rozo 

Preschool:  Elizabeth White, Betsy Leslie 

Kindergarten:  Mabel and Allen Keathley 

1st Grade:  Jill Kirchoff 

2nd – 5th:   Marty Cardwell, Beverly Farnsworth 

Music: Jean Penry, Sarah White 

Advent lighters:  Dianna Harstine, Lori Moon,  

   Amy Ennen, Chloey Ennen 

 

 

CHILDREN WILL REMAIN IN THE 

SERVICE, 

NO CHILDREN’S CHURCH TODAY! 
 

 

From Sunday, December 10th:    Worship/Sunday Connections 

BUDGET WEEKLY:               $  12,946.00             AM Worship:  316 

GENERAL GIVING TOTAL: $  18,577.32   Connection Groups: 184 

YTD BUDGETED RECEIPTS: $682,059.64   The Link:  69  

YTD Budgeted Expenses: $633,195.49 

Van Driver:  Jim Clarke 812-299-8447 Emergency Contact: 

Driver 12/24:  Jim Clarke 812-299-8447 Bernie Jackson: 812-466-1887 

Welcome Desk: Denise Rogerson   Greeters:  

Prayer Chain: Kamela Farmer         Glenn and Marty Cardwell 

812-201-0263    Kent and Judy Harris 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

812-877-2354  -  www.THFBC.org 

Bernie Jackson          John Campbell             Jill Kirchoff  

Senior Pastor          Associate Pastor             Children’s Minister 

Gina Dorsett          Jackie Reeves  William H Griffith            

Preschool Director      Interim Music Director  Pastor Emeritus         

TEAM HOWARD-CHRISTMAS 2017 
SERVING WITH MISSION AVIATION FELLOWSHIP 

Unto us are born...twins? 
As we anticipate Christmas and god’s precious gift of Jesus to the world, 

it’s good to pause and celebrate the things God is doing around us.  

Recently, in Congo, one of the flights to our former home, Vanga, had 

some unique passengers for the return trip to Kinshasa.  The first clue that 

something was up, was the larger-than-normal crowd at the airstrip.  

Over 200 people were swarming around a woman clutching a bundle, 

being led to the airplane by one of the doctors from the hospital.  Once 

safely aboard (the plane), the escorting doctor explained, “That bundle 

in her arms is twin girls.  Conjoined twins.  Attached at the navel.  They 

were born in a remote village so far away that no one around here even 

knows where it is.  And they were born naturally!” he said incredulously.  

“Conjoined twins born naturally at 37 weeks!  It’s unheard of!  The family 

travelled to a nearby health center, then 250 kilometers farther, squished 

on the back of a motorcycle, through the jungle to reach the hospital 

here in Vanga.  The twins are now 9 days old.  We can’t perform the 

surgery here, but we’ve contacted a team of volunteer surgeons in 

Kinshasa who operate free of charge on children born with 

malformations.  They are going to assess them and can hopefully 

separate them.  We began the preparation for another long and difficult 

journey through the jungle, but were concerned for the safety of the 

fragile newborn babies.  When I was told that MAF would help, it was 

great news for us!”  The father of the twins was also buckled in and the 

MAF employees did their best to move the crowd away from the 

airplane for departure. 

 

A week later MAF received news that the twin girls had been successfully 

separated and were recovering normally!  These miracle babies even 

made the international news programs.  We thank God for His mercy 

and the opportunity to be a part of what He is doing.  We also thank you 

for partnering in the unique ministry He has give us. 

 

Praise and Prayer Item:  Tom has a likely cause for 

his frequent bouts with asthma and pneumonia-

thank you so much for your prayers as we have 

worked through this issue.  He is scheduled for 

surgery on December 14th.  Please pray for the 

doctor as he does the surgery and for a successful 

outcome and a speedy, complete recovery.  

And for good health leading up to the surgery.—

Tom and Valli Howard 

 

http://www.THFBC.org
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TODAY AT FBC 
Morning Worship   9:30 AM 

Connection Groups   10:45 AM 

Link Service  6:00 PM 

______________________________________________________________________ 

LATER THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, December 19th 

Westminster Pastor’s Luncheon  Noon 

***Wednesday evening activities will resume on January 3rd, including 

the FBC Fellowship Dinner (menu will be forthcoming). 

____________________________________________________________________ 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, December 25th—closed for Christmas 

The office will be on a flexible schedule between Christmas and New 

Year’s Day.  Phone messages will be checked daily.   

Monday, January 1st—closed for New Year’s Day 

______________________________________________________________________ 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
December 21st—27th 

21st—Rex Henry, Eliot Utterback 

23rd—Henry Ellington 

24th—Bruce Simmons, Buzz Woodcock 

25th—Jesus 

26th—Donna Jones 

27th—Dan Leslie 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 

Due to holiday conflicts, the Men’s Saturday Breakfast will NOT take 

place in December.  We DO look forward to seeing everyone, once 

again, on January 20th, 2018! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

RMMO OFFERING 
The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering will be collected during 

the month of December.  This offering provides assistance to the spiritual 

leaders who have served you, such as Reverend Steve Newman and Dr. 

Bill Griffith. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

GIVING ENVELOPES 
The 2018 Giving Envelopes are available to be picked up on the sign-up 

table in the hallway off the Atrium.  If you wish to have envelopes and 

your name is not in the box, please sign the list provided, then check 

back next week to pick-up your envelopes.  Thank you!! -JoAnne 

______________________________________________________________________ 

ST. PAUL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
Upcoming! The annual joint service with St Paul Missionary Baptist Church 

will take place on January 14th at 6:00 PM at their location this year:  

1000 S 15th Street Terre Haute.  This event is held each year in 

conjunction with the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday observance.  Mark 

your calendars for this special service!  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

FOOD DRIVE 
Throughout the month of December, our youth are 

hosting a canned food drive to help support the 

ministries of the 14th and Chestnut Community Center.  

You can grab a bag to fill with non-perishable items in 

the center of the atrium and  drop your bags around 

the Christmas Tree in the atrium.  Thank you for your 

generosity! 



CHILDREN’S HAPPENINGS 
Blue Bags for Baby Food!  

This month through February, the children are taking blue bags back 

and forth from church to home to fill with baby food to share with needy 

families. 
 

December Special Activities 

20th and 27th—No programming will be scheduled! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

HELP NEEDED IN CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY! 
We are growing!  Beginning this week the Preschool class will be divided 

into two classes.  Do you love children and have a heart for helping 

them know Jesus? 

 

I also have a need for an assistant with the Elementary age children on 

the 5th Sunday.   Your commitment would be December 31st, April 29, 

and July 29, during the connection group hour (10:30 AM).  Also, we are 

needing someone to help with childcare on Christmas Eve at 4:00 PM 

with children 0-3.  Please contact Jill if you would like more information. 

jkirchoff@thfbc.org or 812.877.2354   
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
FIRST LINK COFFEE MINISTRY 

We are looking for 1-2 volunteers to come join our coffee ministry team 

on Sunday mornings.  The times needed would be between 8-9:30 AM 

for set-up and/or 10:30-11:00 AM for clean-up.  Please prayerfully 

consider joining this outreach ministry. 
 

Also 

 

SANCTUARY ASSISTANCE—December 24th at 10:45 AM 

Help needed after the morning worship service on December 24th!  A 

quick turn-around of the sanctuary will take place after the morning 

service in preparation for the 4:00 PM evening service.  We need 

individuals and/or Connection groups to assist in exchanging the giving 

envelopes/visitor cards; removing the attendance books, tidying, and 

attaching the window shades.  Please sign up at the table in the 

hallway! 

14TH AND CHESTNUT 
COATS AND AFTER SCHOOL SNACKS! 

The center will be providing a new winter coat with a hood, 

hat, scarf, gloves, and a new or gently used blanket for each 

regular attending child.  Monetary donations or new coats are 

needed to help care for the kids who look to the center 

as their second home.  Adult size coats from Small to 

2XL for males and females are particularly needed!  

Also, the center is running low on after school snack 

items.  Chips, granola bars, crackers, etc. would be very 

desirable! How can you help the center today? 

ABELL CHIMES 
MISSION AVATION FELLOWSHIP  

You have likely seen or heard plenty of news about the Caribbean 

hurricanes and disaster response efforts in the wake of Harvey, Irma, and 

Maria.  Perhaps you have even learned of MAF’s involvement in the 

relief work for some of the more remote islands, especially St. Martin, 

Dominica, and Barbuda.  MAF has provided flight service with a Cessna 

206 (from MAF Suriname), flight coordination for other aircraft, and 

logistics leadership.  Several staff from MAF US and a few from Suriname 

partnered together with teams from Samaritan’s Purse, Operation 

Mobilization, and even a team from Liberty University…..According to 

John Woodberry, MAF’s global manager of disaster response, the initial 

surge phase is ending, and work is transitioning to rebuilding.  As ships 

begin to deliver large loads of building materials and other supplies 

needed to rebuild infrastructure, the need for airplanes, and the role 

they play, will change.  It is expected that all MAF staff will depart within 

a few weeks.  However, Samaritan’s Purse will likely be involved in 

rebuilding for a year or more. 

 

Clean Water! 

In countries around the world, health workers frequently encounter the 

problem of unclean water.  Our own MAF staff, as well as other 

missionaries and health workers, have to be careful about their own 

hygiene and health practices as well.  When our team helps new staff 

members anticipate what to take overseas and how to prepare their 

shipment, we talk about having a good water filter.  We recommend a 

ceramic drip filter or a newer type of filter designed from the technology 

used for kidney dialysis.  This newer type of filter has a much faster flow 

rate and can filter in about 20 or 30 minutes what might take a 

traditional drip filter half a day! 

 

We are very blessed and humbled to be part of what God is doing 

through MAF around the world.  Thank you to all of you who have 

prayed for us and given to our ministry.  - Jim and Candy Abell 



Order of Worship—December 17th, 2017 
  

*HYMN Joy to the World! (vs 1,3,4) 146 
(Please pass the attendance register located on the inner aisle) 
 

ADVENT CANDLE AND READING    

Dianna Harstine, Lori Moon, Amy Ennen, Chloey Ennen 
 

*ADVENT HYMN         Screen 
 

*WELCOME, PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
 

OUR LIGHT HAS COME 
Presented by The Sanctuary Choir, Men’s Ensemble, Joyful Singers, Children’s 

Choir, and Instrumentalists 

 

 
 

*HYMN What Child is This? (vs 1,3) 150 
(During the singing of the hymn those wishing to profess their faith in Christ and be 

baptized; rededicate their life to Christ; or unite with this church membership, 

please come to the front of the sanctuary and speak with one of the pastors.) 
 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
   

OFFERTORY 
  

*DOXOLOGY  809 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Kamela Farmer 
 

*BENEDICTION   

 

*POSTLUDE  Ellen McCullough 

*Congregation please stand if you are able. 

OUR LIGHT HAS COME    Sanctuary Choir 

Micah 5:2-5a 

LISTEN      Bethany Lefeber 

                     Clarinet 

Luke 1:26-35 

THE ANGEL GABRIEL    Sanctuary Choir 

Luke 2:1-7 

THERE’S A BABY BORN IN BETHLEHEM   Sanctuary Choir 

Luke 2:8-14 

GLORY TO THE LAMB    Sanctuary Choir 

1 John 1:9-11 

LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS   Men’s Ensemble 

Luke 2:15-20 

RUN, RUN, SHEPHERDS    Sanctuary Choir 

CAROLS OF GATHERING        Congregation, Sanctuary Choir 

CHRISTMAS HYMN           Joyful Singers 

LOOK WHO JUST CHECKED IN     Children’s Choir, Sanctuary Choir 

1 Peter 2:9 

AMEN! TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN!   Sanctuary Choir 

OUR LIGHT HAS COME-REPRISE   Sanctuary Choir 

 

Narrator—TJ Sneddon 

Piano Accompanist—Ellen McCullough 


