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Overview of previous lessons 

• How did the Israelites even get into Egypt? 

• Slaves for 430 yrs. (Exodus 12:40) 

• God has chosen the Israelites to be His people 

- Goes all the way back to God’s promise to Abraham 

• God choses Moses to lead His people out of Egypt 

- 10 plagues… water into blood, frogs, gnats, flies, death of livestock, boils, hail, 

locusts, darkness and finally death of the firstborn  

• God gives Moses and Aaron instructions on the Passover (Passover is just that, God will 

see the blood on the door post and “Passover” the household) 

• Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt and through the Red Sea (on dry ground)  

• The waters swallow up the Egyptian army that were pursuing the Israelites 

• They had been traveling for three days in the Desert of Shur 

 

Exodus 15:22 – 17-7  

• Three major events in this text 

1) The waters at Marah and Elim 

2) The Manna and Quail 

3) The water from the rock 

 

• Two common occurrences in these three events 

1) God provides 

2) The people grumble against their leaders (Moses and Aaron) 

 

Waters of Marah and Elim 

      (Exodus 15:22-27) 

• Traveling for three days without finding water 

• They find water but it is unfit to drink 

• The people “grumbled against Moses” 

1) Was just set free from slavery 

2) Left with a lot of silver, gold, animals etc. 

3) The Sea was opened for them 



4) The  waters of the sea saved them from going back into slavery 

5) Free at last; no slavery, no enemy and much wealth 

• Israelites were grumbling… no water to drink 

Vs. 23-25a- When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for 

they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. 24 So the people grumbled at Moses, 

saying, “What shall we drink?” 25 Then he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed 

him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. 

• What wood makes bitter water sweet? 

• God tested them 

Vs. 25b- There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them. 

- God doesn’t test us to prove anything to Himself, (God knows all things) so why? 

- God test us, or allows us to be tested, for our benefit not for His. 

 

1) Job 

*Job endured every hardship we could possibly think of and still did not sin 

against God; he never blamed God for his suffering. 

Job 1:22- Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God. 

*In Job’s case, God allowed him to be tested by the devil and Job bore all these 

trials with great faith and patience. 

*This is the perfect example for us to see that any trial or temptation the devil 

brings on us is always limited by God’s sovereign control. 

*The devil is not allowed to run rampant, he is under God. God has power over 

him. 1 John 4:4 - You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; 

because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

 

2) Abraham 

*Abraham and Sarah had no children but were promised that Abraham’s 

offspring would be numerous.  

*Sarah tried to intervene by giving Abraham her maid servant Hagar to bear him 

children. 

*Sarah herself gave birth to their only son Isaac 

*God told Abraham to take Isaac to be sacrificed 

*God put Abraham to the test 

 

• God made an ordinance/statue with the Israelites 

Vs. 26-And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and 

do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His 

statues, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, 

the Lord, am your healer.” 

 



Elim 

• Caribbean oasis in the middle of the wilderness 

- Twelve springs 

- Seventy palm trees 

1) Gods graciousness and continued provisions 

2) The waters of Marah were actually better than the Caribbean oasis of Elim 

* God’s people always gain something better out of their troubles (bitterness) than 

out of their joys. 

*There was no miracle at Elim, just 12 springs and 70 palm trees. No miraculous 

changing of bitter water into sweat. 

 

 

Manna and Quail 

     (Exodus 16) 

• Israelites journeyed from Elim out into the Desert of Sin 

• This is one of six different wilderness areas the Israelites traveled through during their 

40yr journey on the way to Canaan. 

*The wilderness of Shur 

*The wilderness of Etham 

*The wilderness of Sin 

*The wilderness of Sinai 

*The wilderness of Paran 

*The wilderness of Zin 

• Again the people grumble against their leaders 

- The people think they know better 

Vs. 3 – The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the Lord’s hand in 

the land of Egypt, when we sat by pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for 

you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

Prov. 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord with all your heartand do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths 

straight. 

Jer.17:5-7– Thus says the Lord, cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes 

flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord. 6 For he will be like a 

bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes, but will live in stony 

wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant. 7 Blessed is the man who 

trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord. 

• God provides Manna and Quail 

- Israelites failed to realize that it wasn’t the Egyptians who were keeping their bellies 

full while in captivity, but it was God. (Man can only give out what God provides) 



Vs. 11-12 – And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I have heard the grumblings of 

the sons of Israel; speak to them, saying, at twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 

morning you shall be filled with bread; and you shall know that I am God.” 

- Moses reminds them were the bread came from 

Vs. 15b – “It is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat”. 

- It is the perfect food 

*Readily available 

*Easy to fix 

*Taste great 

*I’m sure it is packed with all the vitamins and minerals a body needs 

              - Moses instructs them on how much to gather, when to gather, and how long to keep it 

                    * They keep manna over night 

                    * They try to collect manna on the Sabbath 

              - Angers God 

Vs. 28– Then the Lord said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to keep My 

commandments and My instructions?” 

 

Manna  

• It fell from heaven, appeared on the ground as with the dew 

• It was flat and flaky 

• It would melt away when the sun grew hot 

• It was like coriander seed 

• Described as bread or at least had the capacity to be made into bread 

• Could be stored in jars 

• It would spoil within 24hrs 

• You could bake it or boil it 

• Tasted like wafers made with honey 

• It provided all their nutritional needs  

When did God stop providing manna to the Israelites? 

Joshua 5: 10-12 – While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal they observed the Passover 

on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho. 11 On 

the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land, 

unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day after they had 

eaten some of the produce of the land, so that the sons of Israel no longer had manna, 

but they ate some of the yield of the land of Canaan during that year. 

• Three ways manna can be compared to the word of God 

1) It has a supernatural origin, it comes from God, and it is sent down from heaven 

2) It sustains life  

3) It must be gathered or taken in day by day  



Water from the Rock 

     (Exodus 17:1-7) 

• No water at Rephidim 

• Israelites quarreled with Moses 

• Israelites tested God 

• God again provided 

 

* Differences between Exodus 17 and Numbers 20 

 1)    Exodus 17 – Was in the Wilderness of Sin 

        Numbers 20 – Was in the Wilderness of Zin 

2) Exodus 17 – Israelites camped at Rephidim 

        Numbers 20 – Israelites camped at Kadesh 

3) Exodus 17 – Miriam was alive and well at Rephidim  

Numbers 20 – Miriam died and was buried at Kadesh 

4) Exodus 17 – God instructed Moses to strike the rock at Rephidim 

Numbers 20 – God instructed Moses to speak to the rock in Kadesh 

Grumbling and Disobedience 

Romans 13:1-2 

• Jesus is King 

*It is Christ who gave authority to parents over their children 

*It is Christ who gave authority to husbands over their wives 

*It is Christ who gave authority to bosses over their employees 

*It is Christ who gave authority to civil government 

*It is Christ who gave authority to overseers over their congregations 

-     To reject any level of this authority is to reject Christ’s authority. 

- He has total authority (Matt 28:18) and that authority comes down through those 

He gives it to. 

- Submission to your leaders is submission to Jesus Christ/God the Father. 

- Being disobedient to your leaders is disobedience to Jesus Christ/God the Father 

• Church leaders 

- Grumbling and disobedience towards your leaders does not make for a health 

church. 

- Grumbling and disobedience causes’ church splits. 

- It is taxing/weary on your leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text to Read for next week (Jan. 27th) 

Read Exodus 17:8 - 18:27 

  

Question from last week 

Question:  Was pharaoh with his army when they were swallowed up by the waters of the Red 

Sea? 

Answer:  This is a question that has been much debated. My personal answer would be, “I don’t 

know”. Some people argue that pharaoh must have died in the Red Sea with his army, the 

scriptures below do not specifically say that he was killed in the Red Sea.  

Those who hold to an earlier date of the Exodus place it around 1446 BC. Archeologists say that 

Amenhotep II was pharaoh during the Exodus and with the Exodus in the year of 1446 BC they 

put him pharaoh of Egypt from 1450–1424 BC which would mean he served another 22 yrs. 

after the Red Sea incident. 

The later date for the Exodus 1290-1260 BC suggests Ramesses II as pharaoh. He ruled Egypt 

from 1279-1213 BC which would mean he served many more years after the Red Sea incident 

also.  You decide??? 

 

This could be a lengthy study in itself. There are many scriptures that could be listed in your aid, 

but here are a few. 

Exodus 14:28, 15:19 

Psalm 78:53, 106:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


