
Scripture and Homosexual Conduct 
Spring 2014 

 

Foreword 
 
In this fallen world, homosexuality is celebrated, protected and even rewarded by the media, 
Hollywood, the government, special interest groups, liberal churches, and many in the general 
public as an acceptable and moral lifestyle.   
  
The past 20 years have seen an effective campaign to place the Lesbian Gay Bi-Sexual 
Transgender (homosexual) agenda in the mainstream not just for acceptance but for rights that 
assault God’s Word and the church directly.  Their call for tolerance is masked intolerance 
against those who believe and follow God’s Word.  Society is lead to believe that homosexuals 
are everywhere and make up a large percentage of the population.  The April 2011 Williams 
Institute (UCLA) and February 2013 Gallup polls found that the percentage of Americans who 
are homosexuals to be 3.8% and 3.5%, respectively.  One thing the Bible makes very clear is 
that 100% of all people are sinners – be it homosexuality, lying, stealing, gossiping, murder, 
cheating, etc. and all are in need of a Savior.  (Romans 3:10-18) 
 
This document presents the Biblical position which Antioch Christian Church holds with regard 
to homosexuality.   
 
 

Homosexuality is Sin 
 
Throughout the OT and NT, the Bible is clear and consistent in identifying homosexuality as sin:   
 
Leviticus 18:22 (NIV) says “Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; 
that is detestable.”  Homosexual acts are again called a violation of God’s moral law (sin) in 
20:13 and calls for death as the penalty to those who engage in it.   
 
Genesis 19 is the familiar story where angels had come to rescue Lot and his family from the 
impending destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah due to their gross sinfulness.  The men 
demanded that Lot turn over his visitors so they may “have sex with them” (v5, NIV).  The cities 
were judged and destroyed the next day.  In the NT, this sin of homosexuality by the men of 
Sodom is confirmed in Jude 7. 
 
Romans 1:26, 27 (NIV) is the most pointed and clear condemnation of homosexuality in the NT.  
“Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 
sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations 
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with 
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.”  This section of 



Scripture that these verses are found describe the downward spiral of sin and judgment as God 
abandons those who knowingly reject Him. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NIV) says “Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 
kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”  1 Timothy 1:10 has a similar list of 
sins which includes homosexuality.   The very next and connected section in 1 Corinthians 6 is 
on the broader sin area of sexual immorality which includes homosexuality.  It ends with verses 
18-20 “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but 
whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. Do you not know that your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your 
own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.”   
 
 

Dealing Practically with Homosexuality 
 
With Scripture clearly denouncing homosexuality as sin, the only question that remains is how 
are Christians to respond to it?  The answer is in love and in accordance with Scripture: 
 
For unbelieving homosexuals - Sin is sin and all who sin apart from knowing Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior face an eternity apart from Him in hell.  Therefore, the only remedy is the 
gospel in hopes that God may grant them repentance and salvation. 
 
For believers who are homosexuals - They are like all other believers who continue to wrestle 
with sin.  All believers are called to repent and live a life of obedience as we submit to God’s 
Word and the Holy Spirit to make us more and more into the image of Jesus.  All Christians 
struggle with recurring sin, but sin is not the recurring pattern of their lives.   
 
Matthew 18:15-20 provides a step by step instruction to lovingly deal with practicing 
homosexuals and any other sinning believer who profess Christ as their Lord and are knowingly 
living in defiance to God’s Word.  The intent and goal of this disciplining approach is to lovingly 
serve a fellow believer and restore them back to fellowship. 

 
 

Policy Regarding Homosexuality 
 

Because of these scriptural truths, Antioch Christian Church and its leadership do not recognize 
“same-sex marriage” and will not support, perform or host such ceremonies with church 
facilities and resources.  Additionally, we will not support or host other activities, entities or 
individuals that promote and advocate homosexual behavior.  Practicing homosexuals will not 
be permitted to teach or hold leadership positions within our congregation.  Unbelieving 
homosexuals will be given the gospel in love and believers who struggle with homosexuality (or 
any other sin) will be lovingly ministered to in accordance with the Bible. 


