
Exodus 32 
Atienza 

 

I. (1) Israel becomes idolatrous 

A. The people make a request. 
Exo 24:18 Moses was gone for 40 days and God had a wonderful purpose 
for Moses’ delay 
How we handle God’s ordained delays is a good measure of our spiritual 
maturity 

1. The people gathered themselves to Aaron and said to him, 
When it comes to representing God in the world and in serving mankind, 
there is a danger in starting with what people want or think they need 
 

2. Come, (Up), make us gods that shall go before us. 
Is it possible to begin the Christian life trusting Jesus, and then at a later 
time to trust self or one’s own spirituality, Following our own gods is no 
better for us than it was for ancient Israel. 
 

3. We do not know what has become of him. 
Not knowing led Israel to sin. Frustrated, Israel turned to idolatry 

 
Did they have an attitude, Listen to this clause “as for this Moses, the 
man who brought us up out of Egypt”  (which was actually done by God)  

 

B. (2-4) Aaron responds to the people’s request. 

1. Break of the golden earrings…and bring them to me. 
By the way, where did they get this gold and what was it for? 
Exodus 25:1-7   
Contributions for the Sanctuary 
 
25 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take 
for me a contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall 
receive the contribution for me. 3 And this is the contribution that you 
shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue and purple and 
scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 5 tanned rams' skins, 
goatskins,[a] acacia wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil 
and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for setting, for 
the ephod and for the breast piece. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+25%3A1-7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2201a


The people were generous-  By nature many people are generous in what 
we give to our idols,  

2. He fashioned it with an engraving tool and made a golden calf 
He thought it out, melted the gold, molded it, and fashioned it carefully. 
 The translation of the calf is literally a young bull a sign  of 
strength, power, virility etc. 

3. Then they said “this is your god” 
What would true leadership on Aaron’s part actually been like? Except 
we went with popular opinion… 

4. That brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
This shows the foolishness of idolatry 
 

C. (5-6) Ungodly and immoral worship at the golden calf. 

1. When Aaron saw it.  
Aaron was flattered by the response of the people when he saw their 
devotion to the idol 

2. He built an alter before it 
Aaron made calf- he made an alter- they worshipped it 

3. Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.  
Shows creating and worshiping the calf was not a conscious rejection of 
the Lord. Aaron and the rest of Israel probably gave honor to the Lord, 
through this golden calf.  

4. The rose early next day. 

5. Offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings 

6. And rose up to play. 
A tasteful way to speak of gross immorality among the people of Israel 
 Another way of saying this was drunken orgies 
Less than two months before, Israel heard the voice of God Himself 
thunder from heaven and speak the 10 Commandments. But it didn’t 
change their hearts. What they wanted was something to physically see, 
and was less demanding of them.  

II. The nature and results of Moses’ intercession 

A. (7-8) God tells Moses what is happening at the camp of Israel 

1. For your people whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt.  
God described to Moses everything that happened, He even quoted the 
exact words of the people.  
Even when we ignore God and think He is not there, you cannot hide 
from Him, even the details.  



B. (9-10) God’s amazing offer to Moses 

1. I have seen this people, and behold it is a stiff-necked people, God would                                         
(consume) Israel and start over again ( I will make you a great nation)   

God spoke as if He’d seen enough, and made a remarkable offer to 
Moses, if only Moses would agree. 

2. Stiff necked  
A common phrase in the Bible, farmer’s metaphor of an ox or horse that 
will not respond to the rope when tugged. 

3. Let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them.  

4. In order that I may make a great nation of you. 
Moses here is being given the opportunity to be the father of Israel,  
 

C. (11-13) Moses intercedes for Israel 
 

1. But Moses implored (or pleaded) with the Lord 

2. Your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 
Moses appealed to God on the basis of grace. “Lord we didn’t deserve to 
be brought out of Egypt, you did it because of your grace, not b/c we 
deserved it.  

3. Why should the Egyptians speak:  
Moses appealed to God on the basis of His Glory.  
Moses main concern was for the honor of the name of God. 

4. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom you swore 
by your own self.   

God cannot deny Himself, we believe God wants us to repeat back His 
promises in our prayers to show us He keeps them. 

D. (14) God relents from His anger. 

1. The Lord relented 
Basically, Moses remembered God’s promises… 

2. So the Lord relented 
God’s status of the people changed, to a place of mercy, when before 
were in a place of judgement.  
And we know that the principles of God’s judgment is inherently meant 
to call men to repentance and prayer to avert judgment. 

3. The Lord Relented from the disaster that he had spoken.  
God never changes or repents. This could be written in a way so that we 
could understand it, with anthropomorphic or man-centered language 

III. Moses confronts Aaron 

A. (15-18) Moss and Joshua hear the people in the camp 
 



1. Moses turned and went down from the mountain, he carried the two 
tablets of the Testimony, 

During this great idolatry, Moses and Joshua came down from their 
extended time in Mt Sinai, carrying the two tablets 

2. The tablets were the work of God, the writing was the writing of God 
He is the sole author of the law and justice.  
Under the New Covenant, God also promise to write His law. I will put My 
law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shalt be My people. Jer 31:33 

3. There is a noise of war in the camp. (but it was the sound of singing) 

B. 19-21 Moses puts an end to the disgrace and confronts Aaron  

1. Moses’ anger became hot and he threw the tablets out of his hands and 
broke them  

Israel broke the covenant by their idolatry and immorality with the 
golden calf. It seems appropriate about Moses breaking the stone tablets  
of the covenant at Israel’s breaking of the covenant  

2. He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it 
to powder, scattered it on the water an made the people of Israel drink it 

-Did this for several reasons: 
To show their so so-called god was nothing and could be destroyed easily 
To completely obliterate this idol 
To make the people pay and immediate consequence of their sin 
To make the gold of the idol absolutely unusable 

   What did this people do that you have brought such a great sin upon them? 

Moses understood that this plan didn’t originate with Aaron, but that he 
allowed it and implemented it. 

 

C. (22-24) Aaron’s excuse 

1. Do not let the anger of my lord become hot:   
Aaron essentially asked Moses to calm down and not be so angry 

2. You know the people, that they are set on evil. 
Moses restrain vs Aaron encouraged the sin of the people. 

3. Make us gods who shall go before us.  
Aaron quoted the people exactly, but he lied when he described his own 
actions.  

4. I threw it into the fire and out came this calf 
Aaron meant this calf was produced by a miracle – it just happened 
But Moses could see the human engraving marks (Exodus 32:4) 



5. Why didn’t God destroy Moses right there! 

IV. The call to side with either God or idolatry 

A. (25-26) Moses issues a challenge. 

1. The people were unrestrained. 
 Judges 17:6 Prov 14:12  

2. Who is on the Lord’s side? Come to me. 
Moses gave the people a choice 
Summary: 
 Being on the Lords side requires  decision 
 Being on the Lord’s side requires  action 
 Being on the Lord’s side requires  separation 

B. (27-29) The execution of 3000 

1. Let every man kill his brother, every man his companion and every man 
his neighbor 
Siding with the Lord meant siding against some people, even family. 

V. Moses’ second intercession 

A. Moses returns to intercede for the people 

1. Now I will go up to the Lord, perhaps I can make atonement for your sin 
He already interceded for the people (v11-14 
Exo 22:20 -The penalty for idolatry was death. He who sacrifices to any 
god, except to the Lord only, he shall be utterly destroyed.  

  He sensed a great urgency here to intercede 

B. (31-32) Moses’ bold request on behalf of the people. 

1. Alas, this people has sinned a great sin 
Moses did not minimize their sin But if not, please blot me out of your 
book…. 

2. Of course this was the same sacrificial heart of Paul (Romans 9:3) and 
Jesus dying for our sins (1 peter 3:18; and 2 Cor 5:21) 

C. (33-35) the Lords response to the plea of Moses 

1. Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book 

2. But, no go lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you 
Gods’ promise to stay faithful to Israel  

3. I will visit punishment upon them for their sin 
That entire generation of adult Israelites would never enter the promised 
land. That specific judgement had yet to be pronounced, but God knew it 
would happen 

4. So the Lord plagued the people.  
This probably describes the death of the 3000 already mentioned Exo 
32:28 
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