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WHAT WE BELIEVE:  Baptism is a commandment from the Lord (Matt 28:19,20) to indicate, confess and 
declare the inward reality of salvation in the life of a new convert.   
 
Baptism is a testimony of a believer’s faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior (Rom 6:3,4).   It 
represents the union a believer has with Christ in death to sin and resurrection to a new life (Rom 6:1-
11; Gal 3:27).  Baptism is also a sign of fellowship and identification with the body of Christ – the church 
(Acts 2:41, 42; 1 Cor 12:12,13).  Within the body of Christ, each believer is a unique and gifted member 
of the body necessary for the body to function properly. 
 
BAPTISMS RELATIONSHIP TO SALVATION:  Baptism is neither the means of nor necessary for salvation 
(Luke 23:42, 43); rather it is an act of obedience after salvation. (We are not baptized in order that we 
can be saved, but rather because we are saved.)  Salvation throughout Scripture is by grace through 
faith alone (Rom 3:22-30; 4:5; Gal 2:16; Eph 2:8-9; Phil 3:9, etc.). 
 
When individuals become believers or are saved, instantaneously they are regenerated (spiritual rebirth, 
new creation), justified (made right before God), and sanctified (made holy).  Regeneration is a 
supernatural work of the Holy Spirit by which the divine nature and life are given (John 3:3-8; Titus 3:5).    
 

Titus 3:5–6 says, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration (born again) and renewing (change of heart 
for the good) by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.”  

 
Another way to state this is that the Holy Spirit is the agent in salvation, baptizing all believers into the 
body of Christ.  The Holy Spirit is given to each believer as a witness, seal and guarantee of their 
salvation until the day of redemption (Rom 8:16; 2 Cor 1:21,22, 5:5; Eph 1:13,14), taking up permanent 
residence in the believer’s soul (Rom 8:9, 1 Cor 16:19-20).   
 
The baptism by water immersion is a symbolic public confession of the spiritual baptism done by the 
Holy Spirit at salvation (Acts 10:47,48).  At the time of the Apostles, to be baptized in water meant to 
publically identify with Christ and to be put out of the synagogue, out of the Jewish community, to be 
persecuted and separated from everything the believer knew.  It truly was a public confession that had a 
high cost.   
 
BAPTISM AND MEMBERSHIP:  The ACC Membership Covenant includes as one of its requirements the 
necessity for water immersion.  Furthermore, an intentional discussion is required to ensure each 
prospective member understands the significance of baptism.  We believe that immersion in water is 
the method of baptism described by scripture.  This baptism beautifully symbolizes the union of the 
believer with Jesus Christ in his death, burial and resurrection (Rom 6:3-4; Col 2:12).  Because of this, if a 
believer has previously been baptized by some other means such as sprinkling, immersion is required 
prior to membership.  With that said, each individual must consider and wrestle with this to be at peace 
and this may require time and discussion with an Elder. 
 
BAPTISM OF CHILDREN:  There is an age of accountability that differs from child to child.  Therefore, 
each child’s request to be baptized is reviewed and discussed with an Elder (typically the Children’s 
Ministry Pastor or Family Life Pastor) and with the parents to ensure the child understands what 
baptism is and means. 


