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   Wednesday Night Worship & Study 
Exodus Bible Study 

July 12th, 2021 
 

3 Acts of Exodus:  

• ACT 1 - Ex 1-13:16 – God remembering the promises of Genesis 15 and 

redeeming Israel from Egyptian slavery through wonders and signs.   

 

• ACT 2 - Ex 13:17 - Ex 18 – 3 months of God providing on the road to Mt. 

Sinai.   

 

• ACT 3 - Ex 19 - 40 – 11 months at Mt. Sinai where God was creating His new 

nation with new laws and new way of life.  5 major sections:  

o Ch 19 – 24:  Law of God prescribed  

 

o Ch 25 – 31:  Tabernacle of God and priesthood described:  

▪ 25:8-9 – And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell 

among them.  According to all I show you, that is the pattern of 

the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you 

shall make it.”: 

• Tabernacle (inner tent) and the court of the tent 

• Furnishings:  Ark, table for showbread, gold lampstand, 

care of lampstand, altar for burnt offering, altar of incense, 

census tax, bronze laver, anointing oil, incense 

• Priests:  garments, ephod, breastplate, robe, tunic, and 

consecrating the priest 

• Daily offerings 

Tonight: 

▪ Ch 31 – the artisans and Sabbath law 

 

o Ch 32:  Worship of God defiled (golden calf) 

o Ch 33 – 34: Presence of God confirmed  

o Ch 35 – 40:  Tabernacle of God constructed and filled by God 

▪ 39 – making the priests’ garments… work completed! 

▪ 40 Tabernacle erected and arranged; cloud (God) covered the 

tabernacle. 
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Artisans for Building the Temple 
31 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, 
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, 
with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship,4 to devise 
artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, 
and in carving wood, to work in every craft. 6 And behold, I have appointed with 
him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all 
able men ability, that they may make all that I have commanded you: 7 the tent of 
meeting, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is on it, and all 
the furnishings of the tent, 8 the table and its utensils, and the pure lampstand 
with all its utensils, and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar of burnt offering with 
all its utensils, and the basin and its stand, 10 and the finely worked garments, the 
holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, for their service 
as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense for the Holy Place. 
According to all that I have commanded you, they shall do.” 
 

• 2 men are specifically called and equipped by God to make all the He had 
described to Moses in Ex 25-30. 

o v3 I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and 
intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship,  

o v6b And I have given to all able men ability, that they may make all 
that I have commanded you: 

o Ex 35:34a,35a 34 And He has inspired him… 35 He has filled them 
with skill to do every sort of work… 

 

• Tribes of Judah and Dan: 
o Judah – line Jesus comes from.  
o Dan – in the future: 

▪ Will not completely conquer the land given to them in the 
Promise Land.  

• Won’t like their allotment of land…and go take 
another’s land (north of Israel).   

▪ Fall into gross idolatry (Judges 18). 
▪ After Solomon and the kingdom splits, city of Dan is one of 

two main worship (false) sites in Israel (northern kingdom) in 
1 Kings 12.  

▪ Tribe is missing from the 144,000 in Rev 7 (not one of the 12 
tribes!).  Theories on why excluded: 

• Their gross idolatry and immorality. 
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• Antichrist will come from Dan (based on some 
interpretations of Gen 49:17; Deut 33:22; and Jer 
8:16).  

• Assimilated with the Phoenicians (maybe 2 Chron 
2:14) and declined in numbers and influence until it 
had been largely wiped out (not listed in the 
“descendants of XX” of 1 Chronicles 4-7).  

 
Sabbath Law 

31 12 And the LORD said to Moses, 13 “You are to speak to the people of Israel and 
say, ‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between Me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify 
you. 14 You shall keep the Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who 
profanes it shall be put to death. Whoever does any work on it, that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people. 15 Six days shall work be done, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD.  Whoever does any work on the 
Sabbath day shall be put to death 16 Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the 
Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant 
forever. 17 It is a sign forever between me and the people of Israel that in six days 
the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was 
refreshed.’” 

18 And He gave to Moses, when He had finished speaking with Him on Mount 
Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of 
God. 

• Ex 31:12-17 
o v13b - A sign that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify (make 

holy, set apart for a holy purpose), you. 
o Severity of disobedience: death.  
o Vs 16-17 - It is a covenant forever between God and children of 

Israel.  A sign that in 6 days God created and, on the 7th, He rested 
(ceased) and refreshed.  

▪ Refreshed – 3X used; only time it is used of God; we’d say to 
be rejuvenated or to catch our breath, to ‘freshen up’  

 

• OT Sabbath review: 
o Gen 2:1-3 – God rested on the 7th day after creating heavens and 

the earth (Sabbath word not used.):  
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▪ God blessed the 7th day and sanctified (set apart, 
consecrated, made holy) it BECAUSE in it He rested (ceased) 
from all His work (BUT not due to His being tired!).   

▪ Established the 7 day week for man’s work cycle including a 
day of rest.  

 
o Ex 16:22-23a – Sabbath word is 1st used during the 3 months 

journey from Egypt to Mt. Sinai. Connected with the giving of mana:    
▪ 22 On the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two 

omers each. And when all the leaders of the congregation 
came and told Moses, 23 he said to them, “This is what 
the LORD has commanded: ‘Tomorrow is a day of solemn 
rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD;  

▪ To the LORD...but for the people and their relationship with 
the LORD! 

• Mark 2 27 And He (Jesus) said to them, “The Sabbath 
was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  

▪ 27 On the seventh day some of the people went out to 
gather, but they found none. 28 And the LORD said to 
Moses, “How long will you refuse to keep My 
commandments and My laws? 29 See! The LORD has given you 
the Sabbath; therefore, on the sixth day He gives you bread 
for two days. Remain each of you in his place; let no one go 
out of his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the people rested 
on the seventh day.  

• v29 - For the people not God.  

• v27 - Some failed the test…disobedient.  

• God provides…enough, sufficiently:  
o Food. 
o Time to rest physically from a hard life. 
o Time to remember what God has done in 

delivering them, sustaining them in the dessert 
(by design).  

 
o Ex 20:8-11 (10 Commandments)  

▪ 1st word is “remember”, a time of devotion to Yahweh; then 
a time of rest. 

▪ “holy” – set apart (different), sacred; word first introduced in 
Ex 3:5 when God told Moses to take off his shoes for he was 
on holy (sacred) ground.  
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▪ Each 7th day belonged to the Lord and no work to be done.  A 
pattern of 1 week = 7 24-hour days established in Gen 2. 

▪ Only 10 Commandment NOT repeated in NT; is nullified in: 
Col 1 16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in 
questions of food and drink, or with regard to a 
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a 
shadow of the things to come, but the substance 
belongs to Christ. 

 
▪ At the cross: 

• The Passover was transformed by Jesus to the 
memorial of His broken body and spilt blood. 

• Did the Sabbath also change as the followers of God 
are NOW delivered by Christ’s death for our sins and 
no longer called to remember Israel’s deliverance 
from Egypt?   

o THIS IS THE QUESTION…are we to recall what 
God did for Israel or what God did through 
Christ at the cross? 

o Sabbath was sundown Friday to sundown 
Saturday. 

o Lord’s Day (Sunday) 
▪ Acts 20:7 – when the Christians met.  
▪ Rev 1:10 – John in Revelation 
▪ First day of the week  

o Jesus became the Sabbath rest for believers. 
 

o Ex 23:10-12 – Sabbath year and day…so that you, your ox, donkey, 
son of your female servant and strangers “may be refreshed.”   

 
o Ex 35:2,3 – Keep the Sabbath…adding “you shall kindle no fire 

throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath day.”  
▪ What was the consequence of having no fire for a day? 

 
o Deut 5 15 You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of 

Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore, the LORD your 
God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day. 

▪ Sabbath connected to God delivering them out of Egypt! 
 



 6 

• NT Sabbath review: 
o Greek word Sabbaton used 59 times in 56 verses: 

▪ Sabbaton – means “Sabbath” or “Sabbath day” as well as 
“week” (another 9xs). 

▪ Gospels use always in regards to Mosaic covenant (sacrifices, 
priests, the law)…all BEFORE the cross and the new 
covenant. 

• Sabbath is repeated flash point topic between Jesus 
and with the religious leaders; typically about Jesus 
“working” on the Sabbath. 

• OT didn’t say what ‘work’ not to do (some exceptions) 
but seems to infer normal “employment”. 

•  
▪ Acts – 9x…talking about when Paul would go to the 

Synagogues on the Sabbath to reason with the Jews. 
▪ Col – once, the verse that is used to nullify Sabbath for 

Christians. 
▪ THEREFORE, it is NEVER used in regards to Christians 

observing it as a special day but ALWAYS in reference to the 
old Mosaic covenant (priests, sacrifices, tabernacle, etc.).  

 
o Heb 3:7-4:10 – Be Faithful to Enter into the Promised Rest 

▪ Exposition (explanation) of Ps 95 which recalled Israel’s 
wandering in the desert: 

• Recalls their living in tents. 

• Recalls the warnings on rebellion and the 
consequences of missing the promised “rest” 
(salvation!). 

• A call to worship and a warning of wrath.  
▪  
▪ Here it is reused as a warning to knowledgeable but 

unbelieving Jews on this side of the cross… not to neglect the 
promised rest provided for: 

• By the perfect high priest (Jesus) and better ministry, 
(Chapters 4, 5, 7)  

• Offering the perfect sacrifice (Jesus), (Ch 9, 10) 

• At the true and perfect altar and tabernacle in 
heaven, and (Ch 9) 

• Under the better covenant (“if you believe… you will 
be saved”).  (Ch 8-10) 
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▪ Heb 4:1-5 1Therefore, while the promise of entering His rest 
still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have 
failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, 
but the message they heard did not benefit them, 
because they were not united by faith with those who 
listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as He 
has said, 

“As I swore in my wrath, 
‘They shall not enter my rest,’” 

although His works were finished from the foundation of the 
world. 4 For He has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in 
this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all His 
works.” 5 And again in this passage He said, 

They shall not enter my rest.” 
 

• 4:1 “His rest” – God’s peace, confidence of salvation, 
reliance on His strength, and assurance of a heavenly 
home.  Two fold: 

o Rest in this life through faith in Christ and the 
indwelling Holy Spirit.  

o Rest eternally in the presence of God the 
Father and the Son.  
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We believe the Old Testament regulations governing Sabbath observances are 

ceremonial, not moral, aspects of the law. As such, they are no longer in force, but have 

passed away along with the sacrificial system, the Levitical priesthood, and all other 

aspects of Moses' law that prefigured Christ. Here are the reasons we hold this view. 

1. In Colossians 2:16-17, Paul explicitly refers to the Sabbath as a shadow of Christ, 

which is no longer binding since the substance (Christ) has come. It is quite clear in 

those verses that the weekly Sabbath is in view. The phrase "a festival or a new moon 

or a Sabbath day" refers to the annual, monthly, and weekly holy days of the Jewish 

calendar (cf. 1 Chr 23:31; 2 Chr 2:4; 31:3; Ez 45:17; Hos 2:11). If Paul were referring 

to special ceremonial dates of rest in that passage, why would he have used the word 

"Sabbath?" He had already mentioned the ceremonial dates when he spoke of festivals 

and new moons. 

2. The Sabbath was the sign to Israel of the Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 31:16-17; Ezekiel 

20:12; Nehemiah 9:14). Since we are now under the New Covenant (Hebrews 8), we 

are no longer required to observe the sign of the Mosaic Covenant. 

3. The New Testament never commands Christians to observe the Sabbath. 

4. In our only glimpse of an early church worship service in the New Testament, the 

church met on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). 

5. Nowhere in the Old Testament are the Gentile nations commanded to observe the 

Sabbath or condemned for failing to do so. That is certainly strange if Sabbath 

observance were meant to be an eternal moral principle. 

6. There is no evidence in the Bible of anyone keeping the Sabbath before the time of 

Moses, nor are there any commands in the Bible to keep the Sabbath before the giving 

of the law at Mt. Sinai. 

7. When the Apostles met at the Jerusalem council (Acts 15), they did not impose 

Sabbath keeping on the Gentile believers. 

8. The apostle Paul warned the Gentiles about many different sins in his epistles, but 

breaking the Sabbath was never one of them. 

9. In Galatians 4:10-11, Paul rebukes the Galatians for thinking God expected them to 

observe special days (including the Sabbath). 

10. In Romans 14:5, Paul forbids those who observe the Sabbath (these were no doubt 

Jewish believers) to condemn those who do not (Gentile believers). 

11. The early church fathers, from Ignatius to Augustine, taught that the Old Testament 

Sabbath had been abolished and that the first day of the week (Sunday) was the day 

when Christians should meet for worship (contrary to the claim of many seventh-day 

sabbatarians who claim that Sunday worship was not instituted until the 4th century). 

12. Sunday has not replaced Saturday as the Sabbath. Rather the Lord's Day is a time 

when believers gather to commemorate His resurrection, which occurred on the first 

day of the week. Every day to the believer is one of Sabbath rest, since we have ceased 

from our spiritual labor and are resting in the salvation of the Lord (Heb 4:9-11). 

So while we still follow the pattern of designating one day of the week a day for the 

Lord's people to gather in worship, we do not refer to this as "the Sabbath." 

https://www.gty.org/library/questions/QA135/are-the-sabbath-laws-binding-on-

christians-today 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col%202.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Chron%2023.31
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chron%202.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chronicles%2031.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2045.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hos%202.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Exod%2031.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2020.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezek%2020.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Neh%209.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2020.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%204.10-11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2014.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb%204.9-11
https://www.gty.org/library/questions/QA135/are-the-sabbath-laws-binding-on-christians-today
https://www.gty.org/library/questions/QA135/are-the-sabbath-laws-binding-on-christians-today

