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 Wednesday Night Worship & Study 
Exodus Bibly Study 

March 10th, 2021 
 

3 Acts of Exodus:  

• Ex 1-13:16 – God remembering the promise and redeeming Israel from 

Egyptian slavery through wonders and signs.   

 

• Ex 13:17 - Ex 18 – 3 months of God providing on the road to Mt. Sinai.  

 

• Ex 19 - 40 – 11 months at Mt. Sinai where God was creating His new 

nation with new laws and new way of life.  5 major sections:  

 

1. Ch 19 – 24:  Law of God prescribed 

▪ Last Week:  

• Introduction of 10 Commandments  

o Matthew 22:35-40 – greatest commandments! 

• God did not give the law to make bad people good, 

but to keep freed people free.   

• The 10 Commandments are not a condition for our 

relationship with God it is a confirmation of the 

relationship!   

• Commandments 1-4 – our relationship with God: 

o 1 - No other God before Me. 

o 2 - Do not make any carved images of God or 

bow down to anything created (idols). 

o 3 - Do not take the LORD’s name in vain. 

o 4 - Keep the Sabbath holy (only 1 not repeated 

in NT, nullified? (Col 2:16,17) . 
 

▪ Tonight:  Ch 20:1-21 

• God spoke:  The 10 Commandments – 5-6! 

• People responded:  Fear of the LORD. 

• The Law and Today’s Believers. 

▪ Next Week:  Ch 20:22-22:15 more laws given.  

 

2. Ch 25 – 31:  Tabernacle of God and priesthood described. 

3. Ch 32:  Worship of God defiled (golden calf). 

4. Ch 33 – 34: Presence of God confirmed. 

5. Ch 35 – 40:  Tabernacle of God constructed and filled by God. 
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Exodus 20:1-17 – Giving of the law starts with the 10 Commandments 

• v12 – Honor your father and your mother. 

o Conditional promise - That your days may be long upon the 

land which the LORD your God is giving you.  

o Ephesians 6 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 

right. 2“Honor your father and mother” (this is the first 

commandment with a promise), 3“that it may go well with you 

and that you may live long in the land.” 

o Luke 2:51; Matthew 15:4-6; Matthew 19:16-19; Mark 7:10-12; 

Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20 

 

• v13 – You shall not murder.  

o OT – Murder meant murder (taking of life – on purpose and by 

carelessness or negligence) 

 

o NT – Sermon on the Mount / Beatitudes of Matthew  

▪ Matt 5:17-20 (Jesus fulfills the law) 17 “Do not think that 

I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 

not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I 

say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 

not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the 

least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 

same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless 

your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

▪ Matt 5:21-26 (Jesus transformed it to include our 

thoughts that malign another)  21 “You have heard that it 

was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 

whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say 

to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will 

be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 

liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 

be liable to the hell of fire.  

 

o Matthew 19:16-19; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; Romans 13:9 
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• v14 – You shall not commit adultery. 

o OT – adultery meant sex outside the marriage bed with a 

penalty of death (Lev 20:10).   

▪ Gen 20:9 – King Abimelech called it “a great sin.”   

▪ Gen 39:9 – Joseph called it a “great wickedness and sin 

against God.”  

o NT – Jesus transformed it to include our thoughts of such acts. 

▪ Matt 5:28 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a 

woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart. 

• Internal thoughts of lust = external acts of adultery 

o Matthew 5:27-28,32; 19:9,18; Mark 10:11-12, 19; Luke 16:18; 

Romans 13:9; James 2:11; 2 Peter 2:14; 1 Corinthians 6:9 

 

• v15 – You shall not steal. 

o Simple but more than we typically include!  

▪ What are socially acceptable items that are stolen?  

▪ How might one steal from church? 

▪ How might one steal from work?  

o Matthew 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; Rom 13:9; Titus 2:10 
 

• v16 – You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

o False witness – to deliberately give or spread a false testimony 

or report, lying, says an untrue thing is true with the intention of 

hurting someone or ruining their reputation.  

▪ Is always bad in Scripture (comes from a wicked heart 

Matt 15:19). 

▪ Is associated with being allied with the wicked (Ex 23:1). 

▪ Is willing to do violence to others (Ps 27:12). 

▪ Sows discord among brothers (Prov 6:19). 

▪ Compares a man who does so to a violent weapon (Prov 

25:18).  

o Q:  Who is your neighbor? A: Luke 10:25-37 Parable of the 

Good Samaritan says EVERYONE is our neighbor!  

o Colossians 3:9; James 3:14; Matthew 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 

18:20; Romans 13:9 

 



 4 

• v17 – You shall not covet your neighbor’s “anything” (house, wife, 

servants, animal, or anything else).  

o Covet means to have a strong desire to have what is another’s; 

yearn to possess; greedy desire to have more.   

o It is always bad in Scripture.   

o It is possible to love your neighbor while coveting anything 

they have? 

o The cure: 1 Tim 6:6-10 But godliness with contentment is great 

gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take 

nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with that. Those who want to get rich fall into 

temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 

that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 

money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 

money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many griefs. 

o 1 Cor 5:11; Eph 5:3; Col 3:5; Hebrews 13:5; 2 Peter 2:3,14 

 

Law as described in the NT: 

• The law’s purpose was to: 

o Reveal God’s holy character to Israel: 

▪ Lev 19:2 – You shall be holy for I the LORD your God am 

holy.  

▪ Lev 20:7-8 - 7 Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, 

for I am the Lord your God. 8 Keep My statutes and do 

them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you.  

 

o Through obedience, the law would set Israel apart (distinct) from 

ALL other nations (Ex 19:5; Lev 20:8).   

 

o Reveal the sinfulness of man!  

▪ Rom 3:20b …by the law is the knowledge of sin.  

▪ Rom 7:7b …I (Paul) would not have known sin except 

through the law.  

▪ John MacArthur: Law is required for evangelism…which 

identifies and arouse sin, brings us to ruin (we are not holy), 

and our need, our requirement for a salvation (it is written 

on the heart). 

▪ Alistair Begg:  We do not think we need saved.  The only 

way we find out we are NOT fine, is through the law.   
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o Provide forgiveness through the sacrifices and offerings for the 

people who had faith in the Lord (Lev 1-7).  

 

o Guard us - Before faith, we were kept under guard by the law 

which was our ‘school master’ (tutor) to bring us to Christ.  But 

once saved through faith, we no longer need a tutor.  (Gal 3:19-25)  

 

o Reveal to man that no one can keep the law, but everyone falls 

short of God’s standard of holiness.   

▪ Rom 3:10a…There is none righteous, no, not one (vs10-20). 

▪ This realization (“I’m a sinner!”) causes us to rely on God’s 

mercy and grace. 

▪ Rom 7:21-25 21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to 

do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of 

God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another 

law waging war against the law of my mind and making me 

captive to the law of sin that dwells in my member. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 

body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, 

but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 

 

• Until Christ came: 

o He fulfilled the law completely by living a perfect life (NO SIN!).   

o He was the perfect sacrifice to pay the penalty once and forever for 

our breaking the law.   

o By believing in faith in the person and work of Him we are made 

right (justified) with God.  

o Gal 2:16 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of 

the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed 

in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified (made right with God) by 

faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of 

the law no one will be justified.  

▪ Gal 3:24 the law was our guardian until Christ came, in 

order that we might be justified by faith. 

▪ Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 

to everyone who believes. 

▪ We are free (delivered) from the penalty (judgment) of law 

but not the obligation of the law.  
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• So…now WE CAN (application) 

o Gal 5:13-14 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do 

not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 

love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one 

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

o John 15 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 

love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in 

His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be 

in you, and that your joy may be full.  12 “This is My 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

o Rom 13:8:10 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 

for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.                                            

o James 2 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the 

Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are 

doing well.  

o What does love your neighbor mean to: 

▪ Fellow believers? 

▪ Unbelievers? 

 
 

Exodus 20:18-21  

• People feared and asked Moses to intercede between them and God.  

 

• Fear (positive!) of God was to keep them (us) from sinning.   

 

• “intercede” – a person who intervenes on behalf of another.  As an 

intercessor, Moses was a ‘type’ (forerunner) of Christ.  When the 

tabernacle and then the temple was built, they included a curtain to 

separate God from the people.   

o Only once a year on the Day of Atonement did the High Priest 

go into the Holy of Holies and interceded for the people by 

offering sacrifices.  

o When Christ died on the cross the curtain was ripped from top 

to bottom in the temple.  This indicated that believers had direct 

access to God through Christ – our intercessory who was the 
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perfect High Priest offering the perfect sacrifice at the heavenly 

(perfect) alter (Hebrews 7-11). 

o Heb 7:25 Consequently, He (Christ) is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since He 

always lives to make intercession for them. 

o Rom 8:34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 

died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand 

of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

o John 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so 

that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father (intercessor), Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 
 

Before Next Class  

Read Exodus chapter 20:22 to 21:36 
 

Questions from last week  (Let Scripture interpret Scripture!) 

Q1 Does modern (all?) art (created images) or likes such as statues of a 

man fall into idolatry?   

A1 Great question and goes with Q2 too.  If this were true than most art 

would fall into this category since they reflect the physical world.  But v5 

seems to indicate that the issue is when one bows down or serves the created 

item.   

 

Q2 Are the pictures of Jesus we’ve seen all our lives idolatry?  What 

about other Christian items such as crosses (necklaces, on the stage), 

etc.? 

A2 Maybe! Ex 20:4 says, “You shall not make for yourself…any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above…”.  Do you think a picture of Jesus fits this 

description?  How about a cross on the stage at a church?  What about the 

Sistine Chapel (or other church buildings)?  How about wearing a St. 

Christopher or cross jewelry?  What about statues of saints in a Catholic 

church?  If any of these items are viewed as holding some power, offer 

protection, provide a window to or special access (intercession) to God, etc., 

then yes, it is or is approaching idolatry.  There was a good reason the Jews 

were extremely cautious about even saying out loud or writing the name of 

God.   

 

Q3 Did all the ‘prophets’ who had made predictions about recent events 

and wrong taking the Lord’s name in vain? 
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A3 A false prophet who says they speak for the Lord is taking His name in 

vain.  A prophet is false when their source of information is not the Lord, 

their motivation is other than loyalty to God, and when the information is 

wrong (does not come true).  It is seldom so simple as it may appear to 

discern the difference between a true and false prophet.  In the OT, the 

penalty was severe for false prophets - Deut 18:20 If any prophet dares to 

speak a message in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or to 

speak in the name of other gods, that prophet must be put to death. 
 


