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Wednesday Night Worship & Study 
Exodus Bible Study 

March 3rd, 2021 

 

 3 Acts of Exodus:  

• Ex 1-13:16 – Remembering the promise and redeeming Israel from 

Egyptian slavery through wonders and signs.   

 

• Ex 13:17 - Ex 18 – 3 months on the road to Mt. Sinai (Horeb).  

 

• Ex 19 - 40 – 11 months at Mt. Sinai where God was creating His new 

nation with new laws and new way of life.  5 major sections:   

 

1. Ch 19 – 24:  Law of God prescribed 

▪ Last Week: Ch 19 Nation arrives at Mt. Sinai and: 

• People agree to obey and keep the covenant to be 

God’s special treasure, His priests and holy 

nation; and are consecrated over 3 days. 

• God comes down on the mountain and is seen in a 

thick cloud with fire, thundering and lightning; 

and boundaries set on the people, so the LORD 

does not “break out” on them. 

• God speaks to the people through Moses and 

prepares to give the law. 

▪ Tonight & Next Week:  Ch 20:1-21 

• God spoke:  The 10 Commandments.  

• People responded:  Fear of the LORD. 

• The Law and Today’s Believers. 

▪ Ahead:  Ch 20:22-22:15 more laws given. Law is fully 

given in: 

• Exodus 21-23, 31, 34, 35,   

• Leviticus 1-7, 12-27 

• Deuteronomy 5, 12-28, 31 

• Numbers 5, 6, 9, 11, 15, 19, 27-30, 35, 36 

 

2. Ch 25 – 31:  Tabernacle of God and priesthood described  

3. Ch 32:  Worship of God defiled (golden calf)  

4. Ch 33 – 34: Presence of God confirmed  

5. Ch 35 – 40:  Tabernacle of God constructed 
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 Exodus 20 – Initial giving of the law with the 10 Commandments 

 

• Big picture: 

o God did not give the law to make bad people good, but to 

keep freed people free.   

o Matt 22:35-40 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a 

question to test Him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?” 37 And He said to him, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 

commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend 

all the Law and the Prophets.”  

▪ Law and the Prophets = the whole OT! 

o ALL relationships are addressed here: 

▪ Commandments 1-4 – “love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, mind, soul, and strength”; (also Deut 6:1-9) 

The Vertical - man’s relationship with God.  

▪ Commandments 5-10 – “love others as yourself”; The 

Horizontal - man’s relationship to the others.  

 

• vs 2-3 #1:  I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  You shall have no other gods 

before Me.  

o God establishes His authority! Then commands us not to serve 

other gods because there are no other gods except the ones we 

“make” ourselves. 

o Recall in Exodus, God showing: 

▪ Himself as incomparable to the Egyptian gods.   

▪ His supernatural authority over the physical world.  

o “before Me” is literally “over against Me” - all false gods 

stand in opposition to the true God and the worship of them is 

completely incompatible with worshiping God. 

o Everybody else were polytheist (many gods).  True believers 

then and now are monotheist – there is ONLY one God.    

o Penalty for sacrificing to, serving, or taking an oath to another 

god was death per Ex 22:20 and Deut 6:13-15. 
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• vs 4-6 – #2:  You shall not make for yourself carved images of God or 

His creation nor bow down to or serve them. (idolatry)  

o God hates idolatry.   

o Nothing created can in any way represent the Creator.      

o All false gods are idols.  All the nations and cultures ever 

known by Israel were idolaters.  

o In serving other gods, they / we call God’s wrath:  

Romans 1 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 

their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can 

be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it 

to them. 20 For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal 

power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever 

since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 

made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew 

God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to him, but 

they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became 

fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 

images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 

creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 

their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 

among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about 

God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than 

the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.  

o God’s jealousy for our attention is good and righteous – 

something we struggle to understand.   

▪ Jealousy qanna means not bearing any rival; severe 

avenger of departure from Himself. 

▪ Man’s jealousy is seldom good.  

 

o Children are not punished for the sins of their parents!  

▪ Deut 24:16 Fathers shall not be put to death because of 

their children, nor shall children be put to death because 

of their fathers. Each one shall be put to death for his 

own sin.  Also, Eze 18:19-20; Jer 32:18  

▪ But parents’ sins have consequences on their children as 

do their obedience.   
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▪ But oh, the consequences unbelievers (“those who hate 

Me”) put on their kids.   

▪ In contrast, to believers, God shows steadfast love and 

blessings to thousands of generations.  (3-4 compared 

with 1,000) 

 

• v7 – #3:  You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.  

o How does God talk about His name in Scripture?    

▪ Lord’s Prayer – “hallowed be Your name” (hallowed 

means holy, greatly revered, honored) 

▪ Ps 8:1 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in 

all the earth!  You have set Your glory above the 

heavens. 

▪ Ps 111:9 He sent redemption to His people; He has 

commanded His covenant forever.  Holy and awesome is 

His name! 

▪ Daniel 9:19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay 

attention and act. Delay not, for Your own sake, O my 

God, because Your city and Your people are called by 

Your name.” 

o Examples of taking the Lord’s name in vain:   

▪ This command means using God’s name in any way that 

brings dishonor on Him or His character (attributes). 

▪ GD, JC - We first think about swear or cussing that uses 

God’s name.   

▪ Taking an oath in God’s name (“I swear to God”).   

▪ People who claim to be Christians but whose lives 

consist of deliberate and continual disobedience take the 

LORD’s name in vain.   

 

o The original intent of this command was to prevent people 

from attaching God’s name to purposes that are not His.  

 

o Can you think of any examples in history of misusing the name 

of God?   

 
o In Mark 7:5-13 Jesus condemns the Pharisees’ traditions and 

rules. How does religion encourage the misuse of God’s name? 
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• Vs 8-11 – #4:  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  

o At this point in time, the Sabbath day had just been introduced 

and given to them in Ch 16!  It was a day to rest was to be set 

apart (consecrated, holy) for rest and time devoted to the 

worship of the LORD. 

 

o Founded in creation – 6 days to create creation and 1 day to rest 

(not that God required rest).   

 

o The other 9 commandments are found in the NT but to 

remember and keep the Sabbath day is not.  Most consider it 

nullified:  

▪ Col 2:16,17 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in 

questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival 

or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the 

things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.     

 

o What if we did build in a day of rest and devotion to worship 

God fully (and not become legalists like the religious leaders of 

Jesus’ day)?  

 

 

Before Next Class  

Read Exodus chapter 20; Romans 7; Galatians 3; 1 Timothy 1:8-11 
 


