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Wednesday Night Worship & Study 
Exodus Bibly Study 

February 3rd, 2021 

 

 3 Acts of Exodus: 

• Ex 1-13:16 – Remembering the promise and redeeming Israel from 

Egyptian slavery through wonders and signs 

 

• Ex 13:17 - Ex 18 – 3 months on the road to Mt. Sinai (Horeb) 

Last Week – Exodus 15:22-17:7 

• Bitter water made sweet  

• Bread from heaven  

• Water from the rock  

• Big Take aways: 

o God provides 

o People grumble against God when they’re grumbling 

against God’s appointed leaders (at home, in 

government, and at church)  

Tonight  - Exodus 17:8-18:27 

• Battle with Amalekites 

• Jethro’s advice 

 

• Ex 19 - 40 – 11 months at Mt. Sinai where God was creating His new 

nation with new laws and new way of life.   

 
 

Tonight Exodus 17:8-16 - Battle with the Amalekites 

• v8 – Then Amalek came and fought Israel at Raphidim.   

o Raphidim is where God brought water from the Rock and 

where the place was called Massah (testing) and Meribah 

(quarreling) 

o Amaleks – tribe of people named after the grandson of Esau 

(Gen 36:12) who lived in southern Canaan (Negeb, Num 13) 



 2 

 

 



 3 

o Q: Why does Amalekites attack Israel?   

 

o Deut 25:17-18  17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the 

way as you came out of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you on the 

way when you were faint and weary, and cut off your tail, those 

who were lagging behind you, and he did not fear God.  

 People weary and faint from _________, ________, and 

______  

 Thy attacked (ambushed) the back of the column (“tail”) 

where the women and children typically were located  

 Event in Deut is given as an example of acting 

dishonestly and is called an abomination to the LORD 

your God  

 They didn’t fear God…  

 

• v9 –Joshua  

o 1st listing of Joshua in the Bible  

o Born in Egypt, about 50 years old here 

o Moses’ aide de camp (assistant)  

o Told to choose some men to fight the next day 

o Being groomed for military leadership (Num 13, as a spy into 

Canaan and book of Joshua) 

o Q:  Was Israel a fighting army? Armed? Trained? Seasoned? 

o Only one of two left from Egypt who lived to go into the 

Promise land (Num 26:64-65)  Q:  Who was the other?  

 

• The battle went back and forth dependent upon Moses holding up the 

rod of God in his hands  

o Rod of God was not a magic wand but a symbol of God’s 

personal and powerful involvement  

o Holding it up was a physical reminder to the troops of Moses’ 

appeal to God, Moses as their intermediary and prophet, and 

their dependency upon God to deliver them 

o v13 with steady hands held up by Moses (with assistance!), 

Joshua through the whole day overwhelmed the Amalekites 

with the sword 
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• vs 14-16 the end of Amalek 

o v14 – The LORD instructed Moses to “write this” as a 

memorial… 

 Moses learned to read and write in Egypt and historical 

records wasn’t uncommon.  

o “write this” – “I (LORD) will utterly blot out the remembrance 

of Amalek from under heaven.” 

 “this” doesn’t seem to be the victory 

 v16 “The LORD will have war with Amalek from 

generation to generation” 

 “blot out the memory” - sentence of national extinction 

 TODAY: 

• Amalekites are totally gone 

• The prophecy has proven accurate 

 Deut 25:17-19  17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on 

the way as you came out of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you 

on the way when you were faint and weary, and cut off 

your tail, those who were lagging behind you, and he did 

not fear God.  19 Therefore when the LORD your God has 

given you rest from all your enemies around you, in the 

land that the LORD your God is giving you for an 

inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of 

Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget. 

 But not immediately: 

• Num 14 – Amalekites defeat a disobedient Israel  

• 1 Sam 15 – Saul fails to destroy them as he was 

commanded by not killing King Agag  

• 1 Sam 30 – Amalekites raid into Israel capturing 

David's family; David kills all but 400 who 

escaped 

• 1 Chron 4 – Hezekiah finally destroys the 

remnants of the Amalekites  

• Esther 3 – Haman was a descendant Amalek King 

Agag, Haman is hanged (ch 7)  

• Recall Gen 13:3 I will bless those who bless you, 

and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 

you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

o v14 – God instructed Moses to “write this” as a memorial in 

the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua– WHY?  
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Exodus 18 – Jethro, family reunion, and fatherly advice 

• Vs 1-6  Word gets around (and to Jethro!)   

o Jethro in the Bible (all in Exodus in 3 chapters): 

 Ex 3:1 – a Midian priest (not seemingly of God) and 

father-in-law of Moses 

 Ex 4:18 – when Moses asked Jethro’s permission to go 

back to Egypt 

 Ex 18 – this final time in chapter 18 as proud father-in-

law, worshipper of God, and sage wisdom 

o Moses had sent his family home to Jethro before the 'action' 

o Sons' names and meanings: 

 Gershom (Ex 2:22) – I have been a sojourner in a foreign 

land – Q: which is the foreign land, Egypt or Midian? 

 Eliezer – The God of my father was my help and 

delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh – Q: which time, 

when Moses first left Egypt or after the exodus?  

o Met Jethro at the Mountain of God – Mt. Horeb / Sinai  

 Ex 3:12  He (God) said, “But I will be with you (Moses), 

and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: 

when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 

shall serve God on this mountain.”  

 

• vs 7-12 thoughts on Jethro: 

o As a Midian priest, who otherwise were generally known as 

idolaters, he must have been viewed tremendously different 

o Seemed to grasp that God was incomparable, v11 

o Sacrificed to God, v12…before sacrifices were prescribed in 

Leviticus to the new nation of Israel but were still seen in 

Genesis (8:20; 12:7; 13:4, 18; 15:9-11; 22:1-18) 

o Worthy to fellowship and worship with the elders of Israel, v12 

 

• vs 13-27  Judging the people’s disputes and Jethro’s advice 

o Problem:  1 judge and 2M+ people!  No winners. 

o vs 17-23 – Jethro’s advice, but…it seems Moses didn’t 

implement it until after the law was given per Deut 1 

o Deut 1:9-13 9 “At that time I (Moses) said to you (the people), 

‘I am not able to bear you by myself. 10 The LORD your God has 

multiplied you, and behold, you are today as numerous as the 

stars of heaven. 11 May the LORD, the God of your fathers, make 

you a thousand times as many as you are and bless you, as he 
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has promised you! 12 How can I bear by myself the weight and 

burden of you and your strife? 13 Choose for your tribes wise, 

understanding, and experienced men, and I will appoint them as 

your heads.’   

o With the law provided during those initial months at Mt. Sinai, 

the judges were equipped to judge rightly according to God’s 

standards not men’s. 

o Jethro leaves… 

  

Before Next Class  

Read Exodus chapter 19  
 

 

Questions from last week  (Let Scripture interpret Scripture!) 

Q1 Was this pandemic like a big test of God for all of us?   

A1  Absolutely.  All things are of or allowed by God (Job 1).   For believers, 

all tests are to prove the geniuneness of their faith (1 Peter 1:6-10), to 

develop godly character (Romans 5:3-5), and to provide purpose and reward 

(James 1:2-4, 12).   

 

Q2 What made the water so bitter in Marah? 

A2  Ultimately God made the water bitter at Marah so that He could be on 

display.  This principle of God allowing ‘something wrong’ to be used to put 

God on display” is also seen clearly in the John 9 and the healing of the man 

born blind.  When the disciples asked about whose sin it was that the man 

was born blind, Christ said in vs 3-5 Jesus answered, “It was not that this 

man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in 

him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light 

of the world.”  Similarly, in Exodus we saw God explain the purpose of 

Pharaoh and why God didn’t just remove Pharaoh in Ex 9:16  But for this 

purpose I have raised you up, to show you My power, so that My name may 

be proclaimed in all the earth.  
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