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THE BIG IDEA
The Holy Spirit helps us do 

God’s Work.

THE BIBLE
A New Apostle is Chosen: 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

WELCOME TIME
	� MUSIC | Time Travel Tunes
	� ACTIVITY | Bracket of Best Things
	� ACTIVITY | Pick, Pick, Me

TEACHING TIME
	� SCRIPTURE | Acts 1:15-17
	� THE BIG IDEA | The Holy Spirit helps us do 
God’s work.
	� VIDEO | Legacy, Episode 3
	� ACTIVITY | Twelve Disciple Shuffle
	� PRAYER

DISCUSSION TIME
	� SNACK | Apples and Oranges
	� ACTIVITY | Gears of Service
	� ACTIVITY | Letters of Service
	� MEMORY VERSE | Holy Spirit High Five

PLAY TIME
	� ACTIVITY | Coloring Page
	� ACTIVITY | On The Inside Paint Bags
	� ACTIVITY | Time Travel Play

WEEK 3 

PRESCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 3 

HACKS FOR TODDLERS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR TODDLERS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but toddlers tend to 
get overlooked. But you know your toddlers need more than just babysitting, so here are a few adjustments 
you can make to this week in order to keep your toddlers more engaged.

BY CATHERINE HWANG-JIN

ACTIVITY | Pick, Pick Me

Use giant dice for the kids to roll to prevent choking hazard.

ACTIVITY | Twelve Disciple Shuffle

Have the kids decorate one of blank people in the printable (you might want to enlarge it). Help kids 
color in their person with crayons and write their names for them. Once everyone is finished, put all 
the cards in the middle face down and shuffle them around. Kids can take turns picking one from 
the pile and everyone can say that person’s name aloud!

ACTIVITY | Gears of Service

Cut out each of the gears from the printable and hide them around the room. When they find all six, 
have them sit in a circle and talk about who each of the people they found helps them.

https://amzn.to/2Ug3vVX
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THE BIG IDEA
The Holy Spirit helps us do 
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WEEK 3 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

MUSIC | Time Travel Tunes

  INSTRUCTIONS: Sing and dance along to some fun songs during your worship time. Along with 
your kids’ favorite songs, consider adding “Tell the World” (Hillsong Kids) to your playlist. Let the 
kids use a megaphone or have them roll up paper to shout the lyrics, “Tell the world.”

  God invites us to not be afraid, but to be the ones to tell the whole world who Jesus is!
  So, let’s tell the world!

ACTIVITY | Bracket of Best Things

  INSTRUCTIONS: Project the Bracket printable on to a dry erase board, use a photo or document 
editor on your computer, or recreate the bracket on a poster. On the eight outermost boxes of 
your bracket, write or put up pictures of things your kids love (e.g., ice cream, trucks, playground, 
a specific TV show, etc.) Then have kids vote between each of the connected pairs, and write 
the winning answer in the space provided. Then compare the next tier of responses, and keep 
working towards the middle until only one item is declared the “best thing ever!”

  It can be really hard to choose the best thing ever, right? Maybe your suggestion made it in the 
top ten, but didn’t make it to the final two. So, you had to choose between two other things.

  Today’s Bible story is about a time when a team had to make a hard choice.

ACTIVITY | Pick, Pick, Me

  INSTRUCTIONS: The kids will play, “Duck, Duck, Goose” with dice. Seat the kids in a circle and 
instead of saying, “Duck, Duck, Goose,” the kid that is “ it” will roll the dice and count person by 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hy4QNFjrBwI
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person until it’s the number they rolled. Then, that person will be it and has to run around the circle 
to chase the kid that rolled the dice. Keep playing for as long as time allows.

 # TODDLER HACK: Use giant dice for the kids to roll to prevent choking hazard.
  Back then, people did this thing called “casting lots” to help them make decisions. It was a lot 

like rolling dice.
  They cast lots to give everyone a fair chance to win and to make sure nobody was playing 

favorites.
  In today’s Bible story, we are going to find out who was going to “win” a spot on Jesus’ disciple team!

TEACHING TIME

SCRIPTURE | Acts 1:15-17

  Have you ever been a part of a team before? Maybe at school? Or here at church? It can feel nice 
to be a part of a team.

  Jesus had a team that was made up of twelve people. Do you know what they’re called in the 
Bible? Yep! They’re called the disciples. But after one of them left, they needed to find someone 
to fill the empty spot.

  I wonder how they made that big, important decision. I wish there were a way I could time travel 
. . . [Pause and think for a few seconds.] Oh, that’s right! I have a time machine! I’ll be back.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Point the arrow on the “time machine” to “3” and play this sound effect. Go 
inside your time machine and use some costume pieces and props to match the character of 
Peter. Step out as Peter, looking like you’re about to hurl.

  Oh . . . wow. That was a rough journey. My new buddy Cornelius told me that it would be but I 
thought he was exaggerating. [Lean on a chair and compose yourself.]

  Okay. I’m okay. So, [Your name] told me to tell you about what we did when we had a big decision 
to make about adding one more disciple to the team.

  There used to be twelve of us, but one of our teammates, Judas, decided to leave our team 
forever. So, I realized that we really needed to find someone to replace him.

  Our group found two new guys to chose from. Their names were Matthias and Barsabbas. And 
after praying, the Holy Spirit helped us choose which person would join our team.

  Guess which person it was? It was Matthias! He joined us other eleven disciples to be a part of 
Jesus’ team!

  The Holy Spirit led us and helped us to do God’s work. And the Holy Spirit does the same for 
you, too!

  Well, I’ve got to get going now. It was nice to meet you all! [Go back into time machine.]

THE BIG IDEA | The Holy Spirit helps us do God’s work.

  What a cool story! Peter shared with us that the Holy Spirit will always be here to help us!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Record someone (dressed like they’re from a different time period/decade) 

saying the Big Idea. Open the time capsule and pull out an old DVD or VCR tape. Pretend to insert 
it into a player. Then play the actual Big Idea video you made.
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https://amzn.to/2Ug3vVX
https://youtu.be/tFOQknLTXmA
https://amzn.to/2RCyvhH
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  This time capsule had another old DVD/VCR tape of someone from the past who shared with 
us today’s Big Idea! Repeat after me and let’s say the Big Idea together: The Holy Spirit helps 
us do God’s work.

  What is God’s work? It’s anything we do that God told us to do in the Bible. Caring for others? 
Obeying our parents? Worshiping God? These are all examples of God’s work. And the Holy 
Spirit helps us do them!

VIDEO | Legacy, Episode 3

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s preschool teaching video.

ACTIVITY | Twelve Disciple Shuffle

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid the Twelve Disciple Shuffle printable and have them decorate 
and/or write their name on each of the person outlines. Then have them cut along the lines to 
create twelve trading cards. Have them walk around the room trading cards with people until they 
have eleven other cards in addition to one of their own.

 # TODDLER HACK: Have the kids decorate one of blank people in the printable (you 
might want to enlarge it). Help kids color in their person with crayons and write their 
names for them. Once everyone is finished, put all the cards in the middle face down 
and shuffle them around. Kids can take turns picking one from the pile and everyone 
can say that person’s name aloud!

  The disciples were a team and they all had a part to play. Even though they were one short, their 
team became complete again when Matthias was chosen to join the team.

  But you know, even though Barsabbas didn’t make the team, he was still on God’s team. Just like 
you and me! We are all on the same team doing God’s work.

  Travel all over the world (this room) to make your own disciple team!
  No matter whose cards you hold in your hand, don’t forget you are actually all on the same team!

PRAYER

  Dear God, help us to remember that because we have the Holy Spirit with us, we can do your 
work even if it seems hard to do. Amen.

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Apples and Oranges

  INSTRUCTION: Give each kid a small bowl of apple and orange slices. Ask kids to describe each 
– their color, shape, taste, texture, etc.

  Apples and oranges are very different. What makes them different?
  But you know what? Apples and oranges are also very similar. Can you think of ways they are 

the same?
  The work everyone does for God looks very different. But because we are all doing it for God, we 

are on the same team!
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  And the best part is, the Holy Spirit helps us do God’s work!

ACTIVITY | Gears of Service

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid one or two of the pages in the Gears of Service printable and 
have them color in the people inside their gears. Have them use safety scissors to cut out their 
gears and bring them to you. Put up all the gears on a wall, making sure you interlock them with 
neighboring gears (like this).

 # TODDLER HACK: Cut out each of the gears from the printable and hide them around 
the room. When they find all six, have them sit in a circle and talk about who each of 
the people they found helps them.

  What are some things that these people do for God?
  Care for people who are sick (Doctor, nurse)
  Help kids learn (Teacher)
  Rescue people in trouble (Firefighter)
  Create a family that loves God (Mom, dad)
  Invent a solution for a big problem (Scientist)
  Tell people about Jesus (Pastor)

  Would you like to do any of these when you’re older? Or something else?
  But wait – we don’t have to wait until the future to do God’s work. To do something big for 

God, we don’t have to be a pastor or have the entire Bible memorized. We can do God’s work in 
whatever we do, especially since the Holy Spirit helps us every step of the way!

  What is one thing you can do for God right now?

ACTIVITY | Letters of Service

  As part of God’s team, we all have the chance to do God’s work with the help of the Holy Spirit.
  How will you do God’s work?
  Let’s show our local heroes how much their service to the community means to us.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Download the Community Helpers thank you coloring pages and notes from 

this site, or create your own cards. Help kids write their names and fill out the cards. Send out the 
group of letters together with a photo of the group.

  Do you want to share the message of Jesus with someone this week?
  What can you do this week to serve others?
  Let’s ask the Holy Spirit to help us do God’s work this week.

MEMORY VERSE | Holy Spirit High Five

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play some fun music and tell the kids to move around the room, giving high 
fives to everyone as they say the memory verse word by word. When the music stops, tell the kids 
to shout the word they were on.
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https://www.clker.com/cliparts/E/v/h/Z/f/3/3-gears-hi.png
https://www.fun365.orientaltrading.com/article/community-helpers-coloring-pages
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PLAY TIME

While you’re waiting for parents to pick up their kids . . .

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS: Provide this week’s coloring page and some crayons or markers. Review today’s 
Bible story and Big Idea as the kids color. You could use metallic crayons to stay on theme!

ACTIVITY | On The Inside Paint Bags

  INSTRUCTIONS: Encourage the kids to make sensory color paint bags. Put out three washable 
tempura paint bottles, yellow, red, and green, and label them “sour lemon,” “angry red,” and “ jealous 
green,” respectively. Give each kid a Ziploc bag and instruct them to add three colors, close the 
bags, and squish the paint around with their fingers (Make sure you seal it very tight for them).

  Sometimes even when we want to do God’s work, some things get in our way, like being grouchy 
like a sour lemon, being angry red at somebody, or being green with jealousy towards another 
person.

  When we have these yucky things inside of us, it’s hard to do God’s work. But the Holy Spirit 
helps us do God’s work, remember? We can pray to God whenever we feel this way!

ACTIVITY | Time Travel Play

  INSTRUCTIONS: Have some props and costumes available for the kids to play with and retell the 
story in their own way.

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.
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https://amzn.to/38XMhTj
https://amzn.to/3jdsX9l
https://amzn.to/3jdsX9l

