
 

  September 2018 

The Great Shining Tears: Part 2 

“Per Ardua Ad Astra –  

Through Adversity to the Stars” 
Mo�o of the Royal Air Force 

 

     I don’t generally write mul!-part Angelos  

ar!cles but I thought in light of what’s happening at 

Christ Lutheran it might be worth sharing some  

further tenta!ve thoughts on the Chris!an faith and 

suffering. 

     I’m wri!ng this in the midst of a number                   Astronaut Keegan Flexing Her NASA Muscles 

of events – it’s Day 3 of our Prayer and Fas!ng  

!me, days that we have set aside to pray specifically for Christ Lutheran members ba�ling with 

cancer (John Korsmo, Anneliese Nobles, Jim Postma, Marcia Melena, Rob Roy, and Keegan Bell).  

It is also the day a5er Keegan Bell officially became a NASA astronaut, an honor bestowed on her 

at a ceremony at Madigan Medical Center by the Assistant Deputy of NASA, Gabe Sherman.   

Needless to say, yesterday was a very emo!onal day! 

     All these events have reminded me of a beau!ful li�le book I read many years ago called Tracks 

of a Fellow Struggler.  The author, John Claypool, was a pastor and father of an 8-year-old daughter 

diagnosed with leukemia.  Each chapter (there are only 4) is a sermon he preached at cri!cal  

junc!ons along his daughter’s journey.   

     I am reading this wonderful book again (I need it!) and it is speaking deeply to me.  Let me share 

2 of his insights.  His first comes in the first sermon he preached 11 days a5er his daughter was first 

diagnosed.  He told his congrega!on this: 

 “The first thing I have to share may surprise you a bit, but I must in all honesty  

               confess it, and that is: I have found no answers to the deepest ques�ons of this 

               experience.”   

     No answers!  It seems almost ins!nctual in the face of any hard thing to ask, “Why?”  Why me?  

What did I do to deserve this?  What is God doing?  (even ‘What’ ques!ons are ‘Why’ ques!ons 

finally!).  If only we had an answer. 

     Jesus had his own ‘Why’ ques!on moment (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”) 

and as best as I can tell his ques!on went unanswered.  A library of books have been wri�en to get 

at that ques!on but John Claypool’s insight might s!ll be the best – I have found no answer!   

     When our kids were small I found that their deepest ques!ons were not ‘Why?’ but instead, 

‘Who?’  When there was a terrible electrical storm at night they didn’t come running into our  

bedroom seeking an explana!on to thunder and lightning, they wanted to climb into bed with us.  

Tucked between their mom and dad the storm could do whatever it might do, but Rachel and  
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Aaron could now fall asleep safe and sound. 

     We can ask the why ques!on but should prepare ourselves for the fact that a sa!sfactory answer 

may not be forthcoming.  But a more than sa!sfactory God will also be coming – a God who promises 

never to leave us, who in fact, perhaps is never as near as when we suffer.   

     It’s striking that in the longest biblical reflec!on of the why ques!on in the Book of Job, Job doesn’t 

get an answer but s!ll at the end seems at peace.  The ques!on is s!ll there but the answer seems 

less important.   

     A few chapters later on Claypool is now preaching a month a5er his daughter’s death.  He speaks 

of the darkness that has enveloped him and wonders if there is a road that leads out of that dark 

place.  He writes that he thinks there is, and it is what he calls ‘The Road of Gra!tude.’  Here is the 

message: 

 “The basic understanding that life is a gi" – a pure, simple, sheer gi" – and we are  

               here on earth to relate to it accordingly . . . Only when life is seen as a gi" and 

               received with the open hands of gra�tude is it the joy God meant for it to be.” 

     Life is a gi5!  Not a reward or a payment or something deserved because we have been good 

enough or tried hard enough!  A gi5, and how do we best respond to a gi5?  In gra!tude.  ‘Thank you’ 

isn’t in the end good manners – it is an aHtude that shows something of our basic posture toward 

God and life.  When Paul describes in terrible detail God’s wrath on all humanity because of our  

rebellion against God, he writes . . .  

  “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 

              him, but their thinking became fu"le and their foolish hearts were darkened.”  

                                                                                                                                      (Romans 1:21) 

Paul locates ingra!tude at the heart of our broken condi!on!   

     I have been struck during these days the way that suffering, and joy can seemingly exist  

side-by-side.  The hard things do not cancel out the joy, and in some ways,  they add a poignancy to 

the joy that makes it even more beau!ful.   

     When re!red Astronaut Nicholas Patrick presented Keegan with a number of items he included a 

framed picture of himself on a space walk outside the space sta!on.  He inscribed it to ‘Fellow  

Astronaut Keegan Bell,’ and added the La!n words ‘Ad Astra’ – ‘to the stars.’  He told me later this 

was a shortened version of the mo�o of the Royal Air Force (he is Bri!sh born). ‘Per Ardua Ad Astra’ – 

‘through adversity (or struggle) to the stars.’  Adversity and the stars in one phrase.  Hardship and joy 

in one life.  

     Through it all there is a Lord who has himself suffered what it is to be human, who if I understand 

correctly, in his humanity suffers s!ll.  This God revealed in Jesus invites us with our sorrows and hard 

ques!ons to come to him like children, seeking not an answer but a loving and protec!ve embrace.  

     Let us, Christ Lutheran, run to him! 

    With you in the sorrow and the joy,    Pastor Ralf 
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Loving God with Our Minds  
A%&'� E%&)*�+,- .,! 2018-2019 

 
We’re excited about a new year of Thursday a5ernoon and Sunday morning adult educa!on classes.  

Some of what’s coming your way includes . . .  

 -  A class for families on turning the Chris�an faith into a ‘s�cky’ faith for your kids 

 -  A Lutheran/Chris�an perspec�ve on the arts 

 -  My neighbor’s faith – a look at world religions 

 -  Discovering your spiritual gi"s 

 -  The Joseph story (Genesis 37-50) 

 -  C. S. Lewis and Mere Chris�anity 

In Jesus’s great command (“Love God with all your heart, all 

your soul, all your mind, all your strength” Mark 12:30) he in-

cludes loving God with our minds.  One of our goals for classes is to help us do just that, not simply to 

stuff more informa!on in our minds but to love God with our minds.  Join us as we do this! 

 

 

September – October Classes 
T1� S�+)23 F*+�1 G&+%� .,! Y,&! F*�+'3 
When: Sunday mornings, 9:45-10:40, star!ng on September 16  

Where: The space formerly known as the library (we’re working on a    

 new name!) 

Teachers: Mark Reger and Greg Reger 

Who Should Come: Families with kids whose hope is that  

    the Chris!an faith will ‘s!ck’ to their kids through their en!re lives! 

 

 

 

Y,&’'' G�� T1!,&61 T1+7 
When: Sunday mornings, 9:45-10:40, star!ng on September 16  

Thursday a5ernoons, 1:30-2:30, star!ng on September 13 

Where: Fireside Room on Sunday’s, the former library space on Thursday’s 

Teachers: Pastor Ralf on Thursday’s (maybe on Sunday’s too!) 

What: A DVD series by Max Lucado that looks at the biblical story of Joseph as a way of offering 

    “hope and help for turbulent !mes.” 
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This year we have opted not to make the  

Opera!on Christmas shoeboxes a congrega!onal 

event but instead to encourage one another to 

fill boxes on our own. Here’s what we’ll do: 

 

    -The Outreach team has purchased 300 plas!c 

tubs that will be on the east side wall of the 

sanctuary.  Take one or more home and fill them 

yourself or with your family. 

Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and then ‘Pack 

a Shoebox’ and  then ‘What to pack in a  

shoebox.’  Follow their instrucAons! 

    -We want to encourage you to purchase good 

quality items.  This is a great !me to shop for 

cra5 and school supply type items and get  

a good deal on them.  Buy Crayola crayons, not 

less expensive knock-offs (which o5en melt in 

transit). 

    -Be sure to include a personal note – tell the 

child a bit about yourself or our church.   

Wish them God’s blessings.  Draw a picture. 

    -When your box (or boxes!) are full (put a  

couple of rubber bands around them) bring 

them to the sanctuary.  We’ll pile them up and 

dedicate them at a worship service in early  

November.  Our goal is to fill 300-350 boxes! 

    -If you can include a check for $9 for each, that 

will cover the postage and will be a great help! 

Thanks for joining in this great ministry – what a 

gi5 it will be to a child far away! 

CLC SOPQRS 
Ministry 
 
   
     

  W�%-�7%*3, SOTUOVWOS 19UX   8:45 YV 

  Trip to Centralia Outlet Mall 

 

  T&�7%*3, OZURWOS 16UX    8:45 YV 

  Trip to “new” Nordic Museum in Sea�le 

                

 

E[YP\OP GYS\OP] ^ GY[[OS_ 

OTOSYUQRP CXSQ]UVY] 
CXQ[\ 

If you are a Thrivent Financial member, you 

may be eligible to designate “Thrivent 

Choice Dollars” to nonprofit organiza!ons – 

are you designa!ng your eligible charitable 

outreach funds? Last year, more than $100 

million was directed by Thrivent members 

to help nonprofit organiza!ons,  

congrega!ons and communi!es. 

If you need help doing this, contact your 

Thrivent representa!ve to help you. 

      Online @     Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 

 Phone        1-800-847-4836    
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If you would like to give from your smartphone 

instead of the front desk, you may want the 

giving app called Give+ (Search Give Plus for 

this church giving app) Basic instruc!ons are at 

the front desk. 

PSO]Q\OPU’] CRSPOS  

Oh my, is it already !me for back to school?! As I write this, PLU is in its second day of fall conference – two 

days of back-to-school mee!ngs for faculty and staff. While fall conference can be overwhelming, it is also a 

joy to come back together with colleagues from around the university – not only faculty, but people from all 

of the offices across campus (including, among others, residen!al life, advancement, facili!es and campus 

ministry).  

Returning for fall conference reminds me of a passage in 1 Corinthians, chapter 12. Paul talks about unity and 

diversity in the body, and notes (vs. 14) that “…the body is not made up of one part but of many,”  even as we 

are united into one body. Unity in the PLU community centers around giving our students a first-rate educa-

!on. One body, many parts, all with the same purpose. 

Paul goes on to talk about how the parts of the body relate to each other, reminding us (vs. 21) that “The eye 

cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you!’ “ and that God’s goal for the church is “that there should be no  

division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part 

suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” This is the great blessing of being part of the 

community of Chris!ans known as Christ Lutheran Church – we have differing gi5s, yet we are united in  

serving Christ’s mission and in caring for one another.  

So, as you think about back to school this month, even if you aren’t directly involved in the back-to-school 

rou!ne, please keep in mind that just as school communi!es gather in September around a common purpose, 

so we are gathered together to join God’s work of redeeming, reconciling and repairing our world. One body, 

many parts. One church, many gi5s. 

 

 This is our church. This is our family. Let’s do God’s work together. 

       -Lynn Hunnicu� 

Next mee!ng Thursday, September 20
th

 at 7:00 pm 

 

 



 

6 September 2018 

     

 

 We are so thankful and humbled by your many prayers and notes of encouragement during this past week a5er Jana's 

surgery. Jana was discharged from the clinic on Friday night (beware anyone who might have go�en in her way!), and 

the kids returned home from their surrogate grandparents' house the same night. What a relief to be together under the 

same roof again! Luke expressed it best when he jumped onto the living room couch, stretched out, kicked his legs, and 

said, "I can't stop being excited!"   

     We praise God for His goodness and protec!on - we have been shaken, we have ques!oned, we have feared at !mes, 

yet the Lord has been merciful and we have seen His great power and love. The need for prayer con!nues, as the path of 

rehabilita!on ahead seems overwhelming. Jana lost significant weight & strength and is having a hard !me retaining 

nutri!on since she's resumed ea!ng. She also slept very poorly during the 

two weeks in the hospital, and some of the anxiety and "hyper-vigilance" 

remain, making it hard to sleep at home.  

     We praise God for Nate's parents who arrived on Saturday a5ernoon 

a5er a week of "bureaucra!c miracles" enabling them to get their pass-

ports and visas. We are so thankful to have their help! We praise God for 

those who helped make this possible financially. We praise God for our 

SIM family here in Niamey who have cared for us in every conceivable way 

with such love, dedica!on, and sacrifice. 

     Please pray for: 

- Peaceful, healing rest for Jana and also Nate who has been bearing a  

tremendous load caring & coordina!ng. It takes a while to catch up from 

mul!ple nights of erra!c, regularly interrupted sleep! 

- For Jana to absorb adequate nutri!on as she begins ea!ng again. It will take !me to catch up from almost two weeks 

without food! 

- That we would trust the hand of God in this turn of events which, humanly speaking, is quite disappoin!ng, just upon 

 our return to Niger. 

- That Analise & Luke will regain a sense of stability (they had wonderful caregivers!)  

        

UT\YUO jSRV DkSQlY’] 
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 GSY\OS] YP\ PYSOPU]! 

 
W1*�:  Confirma!on orienta!on – you’ll get all the in’s and out’s on what’s in store for the 

     2018-2019 confirma!on year!  Plus, you’ll get all the confirma!on swag you’ll need! 

W1�-:  Wednesday, September 19 at 7:00 pm (we’ll be done by 8:00) 

W1�!�:  At the Christ Lutheran Church Palladium Theater 

W1,:  All 6
th

, 7
th

, 8
th

 Graders and their parents  

W1*� #2:  We’re going to have some serious fun, enjoy some great treats, and get you set up 

      for the confirma!on performance of a life!me! 
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HERE’S A GREAT (AND FUN!) OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN 

SEPTEMBER: 
The Young Life BBQ and Teriyaki booths at the Puyallup Fair are in need of volunteers to come and work 

for a shi5 or two. You will receive an admission !cket to the fair and a BBQ beef sandwich meal or a  

Teriyaki chicken meal for your service. 

 Choose a date/!me: 

 

   Sunday, Sept. 2    2:45-7:15pm     

   Thursday, Sept. 13     6:45am-9:30pm 

   Sunday, Sept. 23    2:45-7:15pm * 
       (*with MaQhew Fulcher and our youth!) 

 

Other dates and �mes are also available, just ask Hannah Engstrom. 

A sign-up sheet is on a table in the Gathering Space. Call or e-mail Hannah if you have ques!ons: 

253/905-9314 or jambug1@hotmail.com  

        THANK YOU!  
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TXYPo _Rk! 
Dear CLC Quilters, 

Thank you so much for my amazing quilt!  It has 

already found its way onto my bed.  I really 

appreciate the gi5!  You guys are so talented at 

what you do and just want you to know your work 

does not go unno!ced.  Again, thank you so much 

for the quilt and all the hard work you put into it! 

   Charlie Larson 

 

To my friends at CLC 

On June 5, 2018, the Grim Reaper tried to snatch 

me for the third !me since I re!red on April Fools’ 

Day 2013.  

I know many of you have been praying for me to 

recover from my 70 mph motorcycle crash. I want 

to let you know your prayers are working. 

Together we have proved to the Grim Reaper a  

75-year-old, whiskey-loving, verbose Irishman is 

tough to kill. 

 Thanks to every one of you. 

  Joseph Boyle, AKA - Evel Knievel 

 

 

BRRo GSRkT 
 

The CLC Book Club will meet at 10:00 am on 

September 20 in the former Library.  We will 

be discussing Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by 

Kathleen Rooney.  This book is inspired by the 

life and !mes of Margaret Fishback, a poet and 

ad-writer for Macy's beginning in the 1930s; 

she was a career woman ahead of her 

!me.  The novel imagines the 80 year-old 

Lillian walking on New Year's Eve, 1984, that 

triggers reflec!ons of her memorable life. 

 

We will be discussing reading selec!ons for 

2019.  Dee sent out some sugges!ons in an 

email August 10, 2018; if you did not receive it 

contact Dee at dee@hoff.mobi.  If you have 

read or heard about a book you would like to 

share please send your sugges!ons to Dee or 

Mikel. (mar8412@hotmail.com).  

 

 

TYZRVY LkUXOSYP 
HRVO SRZQY[ HRkS 
 

Join us as we visit with residents of Tacoma 
Lutheran Home.   
 
Wednesday, September 12

th
 at 2:00 pm. 

Contact Barb Kurtz if you need a ride. 

WRVOP’] BQW[O SUk\_ 
 

The Monday Morning Bible Study will begin on 

September 17, 2018, at 9:15 AM.  We will 

begin with "The Lives of Great Chris!ans," an 

introduc!on to many of the Chris!ans who 

spanned 21 centuries, five con!nents and  

several denomina!ons.  It will help us under-

stand how dynamic Chris!anity has always 

been and s!ll is.   

 

Following Bilble study a group of people meet 

to pray - all are welcome to join us.. Also if you 

have a prayer request please place it in  

Victoria's mailbox, the offering plate, send an 

email to Victoria or leave a voice mail.  

  All are welcome to join us. 

We are sending our students and educators 

back to school with our prayers and blessings.   

On Sunday, September 9
th

 all children from  

preschool through college are invited to bring 

their backpacks to worship and join us for this 

special blessing. 

Educators are encouraged to a�end and join  

us in prayer for the new school year. 
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from the 

YRkUX DQSOZURS 
Ma�hew Fulcher  651.263.7651 

 

As we closed another summer youth trip, it was nice to end on the one to Portland. There were 11 

middle-school students and 4 adults who drove to Portland to serve the Portland/Gresham area. 

We went with a company called YouthWorks that set up all the 

sites where we served. Our group was split into 3 groups as we 

were paired up with other churches that were there.  

One of our groups served at the Salva!on Army where they did 

one-on-ones with kids and went on fun field trips. Another group 

bounced around doing various things in the morning while in the 

a5ernoon they worked in a dona!on warehouse that helped serve 

those who were in need of clothes and other kid/baby items. The 

group I was with served at a place called My Father’s House which 

helps serve families that need help to get off the street and back 

into living spaces. We played with kids in their daycares; these kids 

were there because their parents were either looking for jobs, or 

had jobs, or interviews ahead. This place has a mid-80 percent rate 

of geHng families back on their feet and living on their own in a 

place of their own. 

The theme of the week while we were there was “Onward.” We 

looked at ways we can move beyond where we are and closer to 

where God is leading us.  I would like to encourage you to ask one of our trip goers about their 

experiences in Portland and what they plan to do to move Onward from their experience. Thank 

you for all your support and prayers.  

If you would like to donate (to help cover some addi!onal costs that were accrued) to this 

wonderful trip that we had, please come talk to me. 

I would love to tell you more about what we did 

and how this has impacted our youth.  

 

High school, 

 Star!ng September 9
th

, Reign will be back to 

its normal !me and place here at the church. This 

will be an exci!ng year and I look forward to seeing 

what God has in store for all of us.  

 If you are a high school student or know of 

one, come join us this year. We have a lot of 

exci!ng things happening and would love to have 

you a part of the adventure. 
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 “For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.“   

 1 Corinthians 3:9 
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  9:45 –10:30 YV. 
 
 

WO[ZRVO JY_! 
CLC is a great place to be at, also to work 

for as your maintenance man. Thank you 

for having me here, it’s an honor and 

privilege. Great people here at CLC, I 

have made new friends in my short !me 

here. You can never have to many great 

people in your life. I look forward to over 

the next few months geHng to meet 

each of you. Have a great day, take care. 

Jay  


