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While Thelma was finishing nursing 
school at Jamestown College 
(Jamestown, North Dakota) I got 
involved in something that was to 
become a true life-changer for me – I 
became a volunteer leader for the 
youth group at Trinity Lutheran Church. 
Little did I know that 44 years later I 
would still be involved in ministry with 
young people! 

     In my years here at Christ Lutheran I 
have had the privilege of working with 
a number of youth workers – starting 
with Keith Marshall (now Pastor Keith!) 
through Matthew Fulcher, with Laura in 
between. And add to that Sarah 
McGinnis as a children’s minister.  

     Each of these people worked in the context of a children’s and 
adolescent world that is increasingly complex and challenging to 
navigate. Children’s and youth ministry is infinitely more than 
‘what games should we play at youth group tonight?’  

Richard Hook, ‘Let the Children 
Come Unto Me’ 
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     Sarah worked among the children and families of our church for about 3 years, and now, since 
April, is working with youth through Associated Ministries in Tacoma. Matthew has been at Christ 
Lutheran for 8 years working with middle school and high school kids.  

     About a month ago Matthew shared with me that he feels it is time for him to step down from 
full-time youth ministry. He’s at a place in his life where he believes he should be doing 
something different. Corey Campbell, a member of our church, has offered him a position at 
Classy Chassis, which Matthew has accepted. Matthew will continue to work his full-time position 
through the end of October and then has agreed to lead REIGN in a part-time position (REIGN is 
our high school youth group) for the remainder of the 2022-23 school year.   

     I have appreciated working in partnership with Matthew during these years, and he leaves his 
ministry as my friend. His leading youth group for the rest of the year will be a great help.  

     We will now have 2 vacated positions in children and youth ministry. But I don’t believe the 
best way forward is simply to fill each of them. We now get a chance to revisit these critical 
ministries and dream about what the future might look like. I’m convinced the future of youth 
ministry will not look like the past. 

     Kara Powell, an important researcher and teacher of youth ministry at Fuller Theological 
Seminary has written an important book entitled ‘3 BIG Questions that Change Every Teenager.’ 
What are those questions? Who am I? Where do I fit? What difference can I make? Ministry with 
young people (and even conversations between kids and parents) must get to these questions. 
The church has a unique opportunity to answer these questions that leave kids with more than 
simply learning how to become the next generation of consumers. 

     In the days ahead I will seek to pull together a group of people to start the conversation – 
what should the future of children’s and youth ministry look like at Christ Lutheran?  This will be 
our church’s way of not simply having a knee-jerk reaction to empty ministry positions. 

     Pray with me about this. We are followers of a Lord who invited kids into his embrace, and who 
got angry when his own disciples got in the way of that. We don’t want to get in the way but 
instead to have a compelling ministry that makes a way for children and kids to come. 

     And join me in thanking Matthew for his faithful ministry with teenagers. It is anything but easy 
work and Matthew has given himself to this challenging task.  

 

With thanks for the continued privilege of working with young people, 
Pastor Ralf 

Interested in Doing a Children’s Message? 
From time-to-time I hear that other people are interested in  

doing a children’s message at Sunday worship.  
Are you one of those people? 

Contact me and let’s see about creating a children’s  
sermon team! 
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Children & Families 
Calling all Kids!!!  On Sunday mornings, we are 
encouraging you to go in to church with your family, 
and you will be released to go to "Kids Club" just 
before the sermon. Our Kids Club Crew will do a fun 
bible lesson, and craft with you before returning you 
back to the sanctuary in time to have communion with 
your family.  If your child is in the nursery during 
service, the nursery staff will bring the preschoolers 
over for Kids Club and they will then return to the 
nursery.  We do ask that all parents, guardians, 
grandparents please make sure and check your      
child(ren) in out at the front Sign In Desk before 
worship to receive a nametag and make sure we have 
all the important information for your child. 

Just a reminder that we do have our Nursery open 
on Sunday mornings from 8:30-11:30am. Little ones 
from birth thru 5 years old are welcome to be in 
our nursery during the worship services and/or 
during the Adult Ed Class between services. We 
have several high school and college age students 
who love spending time with kids working in our 
nursery. If you have any questions about our 
nursery, please don't hesitate to ask at the front 
Information desk.  

October means that it is time to gear up for 
Trunk or Treat and we are hoping you will help 
us spread the word. Beginning on Sunday, 
October 9th you can sign up for one of our 
Trunk Parking Spots and start planning the 
decorations for your vehicle. There are lots of 
ideas on Pinterest! Yes, we will again be voting 
on the Best Decorated Trunk, for a FUN prize! 
You'll also want to buy lots of candy to hand 
out, last year we had just over 200 kids. If you 
are not able to decorate a car, but you would 
like to donate candy, please drop off candy 
donations to the church and we will be sure it 
gets handed out! Thank you for supporting this 
great annual event!  
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Youth 
     As the month of October is here, I am writing this with different emotions. This month I will 
close a 25 year long chapter in full-time ministry. I have decided to step down as the full-time 
youth ministry director here at Christ Lutheran Church. I will still be staying on to run the high 
school (Reign) program. It was not an easy choice for me to make but I believe God is calling me 
to do something totally different. 
     I told our high school students there will be times in your life where God will call you to do 
something different. You may go through your life thinking you will always be doing what you 
went to school or trained for, and then one day God calls you to go do something else. In this 
case He has called me to be working with people through Classy Chassis. I am very thankful that 
Corey has given me the opportunity to try something new through his company. 
     I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to our family here at Christ Lutheran 
Church. This is not a goodbye, my family is not leaving; I am just not going to be here in a full-
time capacity. Our church has done so much for myself and my family and I just want to say thank 
you.  
 

     In other news, the high school group took a trip to Top Golf on September 24. We had a great 
time trying to hit golf balls into targets. Some of the students did great while others were, well 
let’s just say they were entertaining to watch. This was a fun trip and we look forward to our next 
event, the Fast Food Formal on October 23rd, sign ups coming soon. 
 

Matthew Fulcher 
Youth Director 
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President’s Corner 
Wow! Wow! Wow! Isn’t it great to be back into the regular swing 
of things at church! Both Rally Sunday and Tailgate Sunday were 
outstanding. Oh, how we missed Pastor Ralf all summer; having 
him back was really special. We don’t usually get music with 
trumpets and horns in two different styles of music for two 
different worship services, which made Rally Sunday more 
memorable. Lyndi and her crew got Kids Club off to a great 
start. Wasn’t having all those kids at our Tailgate Party special? 
The energy and enthusiasm that I saw at the three different 
bounce houses was impressive. The weather really cooperated, 
we had a good crowd, plenty of good food (thank you men’s 
group), and lots of fellowship. We have been trying to think of 

events to have monthly that would bring the congregation and community together; this one 
really did it up well. All in all, a super start to our new worship times and our unofficial 
“church year”! 
The 2023 budget dominated the discussion at our August Council meeting as we reviewed a 
draft budget proposal. Hopefully we will finalize that work at our October meeting to be able 
to present it at a congregational meeting. The date for that meeting has been set for Sunday, 
November 20th, following the second service. We are hoping for a good turnout, and the 
Seahawks have a bye that Sunday eliminating that temptation. 
As I mentioned in last month's column, if you have ideas for ministry or charities that you 
would like to see included in our benevolence, please submit your thoughts to the office; they 
can get your suggestion to the right Council member so that it gets included in our 
deliberations. 
Another topic of our discussion was the compilation/ranking of the many good ministry ideas 
submitted either at our Congregational Chat or online. Our desire continues to be to honor the 
spirit and work with these visions for ministry. That will require more discussion as we ask and 
seek to understand what God may be leading us to through His people at CLC and our mutual 
ministry together. 
The information desk has a new iPad kiosk to help you sign up for various volunteer 
opportunities in our mutual ministry — stop by and see Aubrie, she can get you set up. Mutual, 
of course, implies that we seek to do God’s work here at CLC together, that it takes all of us. 
COVID necessitated a more staff driven church, but it is now time for us all to be engaged. 
Please look for ways to become involved and please pray that the Spirit guides us all in our 
mutual ministry as we seek to fulfill God’s calling as Christ Lutheran Church in Lakewood. 
For more information about our Council meetings, please check the posted minutes. As 
always, there is a standing invitation to our meetings; we welcome your presence and 
participation. The next one is scheduled for Thursday evening, October 20th, at 6pm in the 
Alpha Room. 

God is good…all the time. All the time…God is good. 
Mike Marsh 
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Tailgate Sunday 
Sunday September 25th we had a tailgate BBQ to kick off fall with hotdogs and a salad pot 
luck. We had bounce houses, games, and facepainting. Thank you to Mike Courts, Jerry 
Dunlap, Eric Warn, and Heinz Haskins for cooking the hot dogs. And to Francine Sumrell 
and Hannah Engstrom for serving in the kitchen. Meagan, Emma, Elayna Jensen, and Lola 
Pascoe for face painting. David Ramay and Mack Hansen for helping the kids at the 
bounce houses. This was a great outreach event with over 35 families with children in 
attendance who heard about this event. Thanks to all of you who got the word out and 
invited others to come. 
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Mission Update 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house." Matthew 5:14-15  

Two Nights To Remember! 
     We kicked off the year with an all-area event, and it was certainly a night to remember! We had 
nearly 100 friends show up for a Young Life club followed by a giant paint war. I stood in the middle of 
the crowd and wished I could watch it all happening in slow motion, as kids ran around with huge 
smiles on their faces tossing paint here and there.  
     Our second club was equally as memorable as our high school friends filled a room singing, 
laughing, and then hearing a message about Jesus.  
One of our leaders, Bailee, drove a group of girls home who had never been to Young Life 
before.  When asked what their favorite part of the night was, one of the girls commented on how 
comfortable everyone seemed.   
     What a great picture of what we hope Young Life is in Hilton Head/Bluffton.  We want to invite high 
school students into a space where they experience belonging and 
where they hear the gospel of Jesus proclaimed in terms they can 
understand.  Would you join us in praying for more kids in Bluffton/
Hilton Head to experience what high schoolers experienced the last few 
weeks.  The best is yet to come and we are excited to see what the Lord 
has in store this year! 
 

Thank you for partnership and making moments like these possible. 
Aaron Kalms 

Hilton Head/Bluffton Young Life  

Thank you all for bringing pill bottles for our group 
to fill with shampoo. We ended up filling 150 bottles! 
This is a on going project with the Tillicum Food bank 
and we could use more pill bottles and shampoo. 

-The Monday night growth group 
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PLU Christmas Concert  

The 2022 PLU Christmas Concert "Peace" will be offered at the following times and dates at 
Lagerquist Concert Hall at PLU: 
      December 3rd (Sat) @ 7:30 pm 
      December 4th (Sun) @ 2 pm 
      December 10th (Sat) @ 7:30 pm 
      December 11th (Sun) @ 2 pm 

Prices for tickets are:  
     $40 General Admission 
     $35 Seniors 60+, PLU Alumni. military 
     $20 children 11 & under 

This year, they are not offering early group purchase of tickets in October (as they have for the 
previous years). All tickets will go on sale online at 10 AM on November 1st (Tuesday). There is 
no limit to the number of tickets a person can purchase at that time (no refunds).  I will put out 
a sign up sheet for December 3rd and 4th and will go online to purchase tickets for those 
wishing me to do so.  If you prefer to go online and get your own tickets, or want them for a 
different date, this is the procedure you should follow:  go to the website https://www.plu.edu/
christmas/ and follow the prompts for purchase of tickets.  These concerts generally sell out 
within a week of when they go on sale, so be timely. If you want me to purchase your ticket, or 
help arrange for carpools, then you can pay me in cash or check (made out to "Robbie Courts"), 
or leave it in the church office with Aubrie.  

Thank you,  
Robbie Courts 

https://www.plu.edu/christmas/
https://www.plu.edu/christmas/
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CLC Seniors 

Men’s Monday Meal & Movie  
October 3 rd @ 5:00pm  

Dinner is chicken tortilla soup, Texas toast, green salad, and dessert. We 
will be watching the movie “Luther”. This event is at Mike Courts home.  

Sign up at the Welcome Desk or call the church office.  

Squaxin Island Native 
America Museum  

Wednesday Oct. 12 th 
We will tour the main area and have lunch 

at the Little Creek Casino Buffet. Please 
meet at the church by 9:15am; we will be 

leaving at 9:30am (45 min drive) and 
returning by 3:30.  

 

More information and sign up at the 
welcome desk! 

CLC Quilters 
Quilters began a new season with a 
great turnout for both quilting at 
church and a potluck at the home of 
Marcia Melena. Quilters meet Monday 
Mornings @ 9:00am at the church. 
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CLCW 

Women's Monday Bible Study: 
The Bible Study group has just begun The Faithful, a collection of 5 heroes of the Old Testament by 
5 popular Women Bible Study authors.  In October we will be introduced to Gideon, presented by 
Priscilla Shirer.  Next, we will look at the rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem by Nehemiah 
(expanding on the Summer luncheon topic) by Kelly Minter. We will have video presentations by 
each author and workbook discussions. Studying Old Testament reminds us that God doesn’t call 
the prepared; he prepares the called. 
 

Prayer Group: 
The Prayer Group meets on Monday mornings after Bible study. If you have prayer requests you 
may click on the prayer request “button” of the CLC updates, or email or call the Church secretary. 
We celebrate the power of prayer; please join us – no experience necessary!    
 

CLC Book Group: 
The CLC book club will be meeting the third Thursday of the month (10/20/2022), at our regular 10 
AM time slot – face masks are a personal preference.  We will meet in the Alpha Room and will have 
a Zoom link available (that will be sent out by email during the week of meeting) for those who 
cannot meet in person. 

The Red Address Book by Sofia Lundberg has been published in 32 countries. This novel is a 
reflection of 96-year-old Doris’ colorful life. 

Doris was given a red leather address book by her father for her 10th birthday. Soon after this her 
father died suddenly and she was sent to work in town. Doris carefully documented everyone she 
met and loved in her precious book. Decades later, alone in her Stockholm apartment, she reflects 
on the book’s many entries and how they affected her life.  She shares her stories with her 
American niece, Jenny, through weekly Face Time calls. This is a reminder of the importance of 
passing our memories to the next generation. 

10/20/22 The Red Address Book by Sofia Lundberg 
11/17/22 Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 
12/15/22 Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
 1/19/23 The Healing of Natalie Curtis by Jane Kirkpatrick 
 2/16/23 Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 

If you would like more information for Women’s Monday Bible Study, Prayer Group, or Book Group, 
please email Mikel Robinson at (mar8412@hotmail.com) or call/text 253-307-9373.  

Miriam Circle - Tuesday, October 25 @ 10:00 am. 
Faith Circle - Thursday, October 27 @ 9:30 am. 
   –see the weekly updates for where the meeting will be. 
Dorcas Circle - Thursday, October 27 @ 3:00 pm. 
 

The Women of the Southwest Synod will have a Convention at Christ Lutheran Church in Federal 
Way on October 8th 10am-3:30pm. Registration Sheets and carpool sign up can be found at the 
welcome desk. It is not too late too sign up!  
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September 2022 Estimated Offering and Expense Report 
YTD Offerings for Salaries, Utilities & Programs  465,682 

YTD Reimbursable Receipts (Book Fees, Events, Reg.) 81,965 

YTD Funds Available 538,647 

YTD Estimated Expenses for Salaries, Utilities & Programs (650,710) 

Est. YTD Reserve Fund Transfer 99,108 

September Estimated Balance (12,955) 

 Money Matters 

October Worship Helpers 

We are in need of Worship volunteers. You can sign up via the email that is sent out twice a 
month, by calling the church office, and on Sunday mornings at the welcome desk. Thru Breeze 
you are also able to schedule a recurring date for any of the roles. If you are interested in serving 
please let me know and I will be happy to get you scheduled. 
Thank you, 
Aubrie 

8:30 10/02 10/09 10/16 10/23 10/30 

Ushers Ken & Carol  
Brown 

Robbie Courts 
Dick Ferrell 

Jerry & Maren 
Dunlap 

Carol-Wray Sturgill 
Dave Bennett 

Dick Ferrell 
Thomas Thompson 

Greeters  Carol-Wray Sturgill 
Ellie Wilson 

Dale & Kristin 
Moultine 

Ken & Carol  
Brown 

Gayle Courts 
Linda Doelle 

Hannah Engstrom 
Ed Larson 

Reader Thomas Thompson Kristin Moultine Bob Reed Sheila Bennett Bob Mattson 

Communion Assistant Sheila Bennett 1 Needed 1 Needed Sheila Bennett Hannah Engstrom 

Communion Clean Up Francine Sumrell 
1 Needed 

Francine Sumrell 
1 Needed 

2 Needed 2 Needed Francine Sumrell 
1 Needed 

Coffee Hour Host Cindy Johnson Sandy Reed Paige Hansen 1 Needed 1 Needed 

10:30 10/02 10/09 10/16 10/23 10/30 

Ushers Ben & Jack Sclair Carl & Karen  
Peterson 

2 Needed 2 Needed 2 Needed 

Greeters  2 Needed Margo  
McKell-Warnick 

1 Needed 

Jewel Cofchin 
1 Needed 

2 Needed 2 Needed 

Reader Mikel Ann  
Robinson 

Karen Claussen Theresa 
Luedtke 

Paige Hansen Margo  
McKell-Warnick 

Communion Assistant Mikel Ann  
Robinson 

Karen Claussen 1 Needed 1 Needed 1 Needed 

Communion Clean Up Deb Sclair 
Mikel Ann  
Robinson 

Margo  
McKell-Warnick 

Francine Sumrell 

2 Needed 2 Needed Francine Sumrell 
1 Needed 
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Follow us on Facebook 

Missed church last Sunday? 

Did you know you can watch live worship and  
catch up on our YouTube page! 

Search: Christ Lutheran Lakewood 

Did you know you can make an offering online 
www.christlutheranlakewood.com 

Office Hours M-TH 8-4:30 

Ralf Kalms - Pastor 
   prralf@clc-lakewood.org 
   home 253.588.1549 

Lyndi Reed - Parish Administrator  
   lreed@clc-lakewood.org 
Matthew Fulcher - Youth Director  
   mfulcher@clc-lakewood.org 
Evin Lambert - Music Director 
   elambert@clc-lakewood.org 
Tracy Perry - Joyful Noise 
   tperry@clc-lakewood.org 
Aubrie Fulcher - Parish Secretary (M-TH) 
Lark Moore - Financial Coordinator  
   lmoore@clc-lakewood.org 
Hannah Elliott - latchkey Director 
   latchkey@clc-lakewood.org 
Michele Green - Preschool Director  
   preschool@clc-lakewood.org 
ELCA Synod 
   253.535.8300  
   swwsynod@plu.edu 

Church Staff 

Christ Lutheran Church 
8211 112th St. SW 

Lakewood WA 98499 


