CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

November 2021
God is Good (all the time)!

Christian Stewardship in Three G’s:
Gift – Gratitude – Generosity
“This is one of the major, often hidden, truths of Scripture.
Life is not a right but a gift – on loan.”
Kenneth Bailey, Jesus Through Middle-Eastern Eyes
It is the case that in many
Lutheran congregations when
October and November roll
around that stewardship
sermons which emphasize
financial giving are just around
the corner. Upcoming church
budgets usually require
increased giving!

“Charis always demands the answer
eucharistia (that is, grace always demands
the answer of gratitude). Grace and
gratitude belong together like heaven and
earth. Grace evokes gratitude like the voice
and echo. Gratitude follows grace as
thunder follows lightning.”
Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics

It really is a shame that this great word ‘stewardship’ has so
narrowly been connected to financial giving. ‘Stewardship’ is a big
word that reaches across every aspect of life. In the biblical
imagination it harkens back to the very beginning when God
created humans in his own image “so they may rule over the fish in
the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals” (Genesis 1:26). It’s a word that reminds us that everything
rightfully belongs to God as both its Creator and Redeemer, and
that we are placed into the unique position of caring for what
belongs to God. Whatever God’s image might mean it certainly
points to our position as stewards in creation.
(Continued on next page)
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I don’t know at what point a basic idea came to me on stewardship that essentially connected
this word to three other words each beginning with ‘G.’
Stewardship is a Christian view of life that acknowledges . . .
1. Everything in life is finally a Gift!
2. The proper response to a gift is Gratitude!
3. People who are grateful are Generous!
Hence – the 3 G’s of Stewardship – Gift – Gratitude –
Generosity.
Get ready to hear these 3 G’s a lot in November! The first 3
Thursdays/Sundays of the month we’ll dedicate to thinking
about Christian stewardship around the theme of “God is
Good” (as Mike Marsh always reminds us when he speaks!).
One day we’ll discover the fulness of that goodness when we
of the gifts in my life – a beautiful wife,
see that literally everything was a gift. All that we thought had Some
good health to hike, an amazing creation!
come about by hard work and our ingenuity was itself the
Huckleberry Lookout, Glacier National Park
result of the gift of being able to work hard and being
ingenious! “Look at what I did” will ultimately become “Look at what I was given!” Boasting turns
into praise!
There should be nothing heavy-handed in stewardship-themed sermons, only the joyful
acknowledgment that we have been given much and the best responses to that are gratitude and
generosity. C. S. Lewis, reflecting on the all the commands in the Psalms to praise, made the
observation . . . “I had not noticed how the humblest, and at the same time most balanced and
capacious minds praise most, while the cranks, misfits and malcontents praised least . . . praise
almost seems to be inner health made audible” (Reflections on the Psalms).

Let this coming month make plain that we are not among the cranks, misfits, and malcontents
(there are more than enough of those these days!). God is good all the time! All the time God is
good! Gift – Gratitude – Generosity!
With thanks for the gifts I am given through Christ Lutheran,
Pastor Ralf

A Sunday Morning Class Coming
Based on a great book by Christopher J. H. Wright, The Old Testament in Seven Sentences, we’ll look
at seven verses that form streams that flow finally into the great confluence that is Jesus Christ!
When: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19
Time: 9:45-10:40am
Where: The Alpha Room
Teacher: Pastor Ralf
Interested in Reading About It: The Old Testament in Seven Sentences is available on Amazon
(Christopher Wright, InterVarsity Press)
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All Saints Meets El Día de Los Muertos
For the last three years, I have celebrated All Saints for the entire month of October, and
even into November. I admit that for most of my life I was a little underwhelmed by this
holiday. I felt badly that it was only honored for the few moments set aside on a Sunday
morning when we rang the bell for each of those who passed during the year.
Fred and I lived for twenty some years in a very Mexican community in central Washington.
The fancily dressed skeletons were everywhere. I always thought they were kind of creepy
and never really took the time to understand “The Day of the Dead”. That was until I
watched a cute little animated film called Coco. Coco gave me a look at the tradition of
remembering our deceased loved ones, celebrating their lives, and sharing these memories
with others. What stopped me in my tracks was the movie’s explanation of “two deaths”.
The first grief of initial death was obvious; but the second death (when there is no longer
anyone living who remembers the departed) seemed the saddest moment of all.
Our mantle is now covered with photos of beloved family and friends. All were a vital part
of our lives. They not only decorate our living room but remind us of their wonderful stories
and our blessings. They will each be remembered until the day we join them, and with
shared memories, maybe far longer.
Lark Moore
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Children & Family
Over the past month about 20 of us have been meeting for the Enneagram Journey Class. We
range in age, gender, and place in life. Some are parents of young kids, some are retired, some
have complicated relationships with parents, and some are in the trenches of raising teens.
Wherever we are in life, the Enneagram Journey has been an amazing place for self-reflection,
compassion, and relationship building. I think most of us can admit – we are still living in an
unprecedented time of life. The stressors are ever-present and the reality of life can’t easily be
buried. Our kids are struggling. We are struggling. And how we react to struggle in our life and
relationships with others is foundational to our relationship with God. At the end of October we
talked about the Ten Commandments in Sunday School. Because God loves us so much, he gave
us these laws because he knew this would bring peace. When we compare the Ten
Commandments to the greatest commandment as explained by Jesus, he sums it up by saying
we should, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your
neighbor as yourself.” How each of us does this is extremely individual and based on how God
created each of us. Discovering who we really are frees us to love God with all of our heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and enables us to love others as ourselves. It fills us with compassion
for ourselves and for others. If you missed this class the first time, we will be starting another
one in the new year. Think about it!

Parents, as we prepare for the busy holiday season, there are two Christmas opportunities for
you and your kids. First is the Advent Festival on November 28th from 12-2. As a family, choose
an advent centerpiece and create it together. This year we will have a couple different advent
candle options in addition to the candle center piece with greenery. There will also be crafts for
kids and adults, desserts, and a food truck. The second opportunity is the Nativity Trail on
Christmas Eve. Step back in time and experience the journey of Joseph and Mary and the birth
of the Messiah. We’ll have live animals, candle making,
hot chocolate, and more! Bring the whole family and
invite your friends. The RSVP sign-up will be out in early
December, so be on the look-out!
Sarah McGhinnis
Children’s and Family Director
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Youth
It was a so great to have had our normal fast-food formal this year. There were 22 high school
students and 4 adults that joined us for this wonderful event. We had 2 limousines that came to
pick us up and take us to three different fast-food places. The last place put us right on the
sound in Tacoma where our students got to take fun pictures (even with the rain coming down).

This was a great way to get back into our normal fun activities that we do here in the youth
ministry area. Look at the pictures we have for you, and you can see the excitement in their faces.
Thanks for your continued support of our youth program so that we can do activities like the fastfood formal.
The next high school event is November 20th, and we will be doing a day trip to play Top Golf
in Oregon. The cost of the trip is $60 plus money for lunch, spots are limited so it’s first come first
served. We have a total of 14 spots for students so let me know if you would like to join us.
Expedition 56 has been going great with lots of kids having a good time and inviting friends.
On November 9th the group will be going to Edgeworks
to try bouldering. This is their first of many trips to
learn how to rock climb.
Matthew Fulcher
Youth Director
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CLCW
CLCW News:

Dorcus Circle will meet November 18th at 3PM in the Fireside Room.
Contact Barb Kurtz for more Information.
Faith Circle will meet November 18th at 7PM in the Gathering Place.
Contact Jan Schuler for more information.
Miriam Circle will meet November 30th at 10AM in the Alpha Room.
Contact Nellie Schoenberg for more information.

Women's Monday Bible Study:

We are continuing our study of Discerning the Voice of God by Pricilla
Shirer. Mrs. Shirer is a captivating teacher (as seen on the video) as
well as a dynamic author. This study combines individual study and
group discussions/sharing. We meet at 9 AM in the Alpha Room (a
Zoom link is also available)

Prayer Group:

The Prayer Group has begun meeting on Monday mornings after Bible
study. If you have prayer requests you may click on the prayer request
“button” of the CLC updates, or email or call the Church secretary. We
celebrate the power of prayer; please, join us – no experience necessary!

Book Group:

The CLC book club will be back to our regular meeting day, the third Thursday of the month
(11/18/2021), at our regular 10 AM time slot. We will meet in the Alpha Room and will have a Zoom
link available for those who cannot meet in person.
Our November selection is The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah. This powerful American epic is set
during the Great Depression when millions were out of work, no jobs were available and even the
land had ceased to produce.
This summary is an excerpt from the Pierce County Library web site: The Four Winds is a
testament to hope, resilience and the strength of the human spirit to survive adversity. It is an
indelible portrait of America end the American dream, as seen through the eyes of one woman
whose courage and sacrifice will come to define a generation.
11/18/21
12/16/21

The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
The Kitchen Front by Jennifer Ryan

If you would like more information for Women’s Monday Bible Study, Prayer Group, or Book
Group, please email Mikel Robinson at (mar8412@hotmail.com) or call/text 253-307-9373.
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Quilters
The Quilters will offer several items at our annual Silent Auction in November. The
auction will begin on November 11 and continue until November 28 at the conclusion of
the Advent festival. The items will be displayed in the Gathering place near the wall which
displays one of our quilts (just outside Luther Community Center). Bid sheets will be on a
table there. At the end of the auction the highest bidder for each item will be notified.
Proceeds from the auction help quilters pay for shipping charges to Lutheran World
Relief in Maryland, sewing machine repair, batting, and various other expenses. We feel
blessed and appreciate all the support we receive from the congregation.
We always welcome newcomers to our group. We meet from 9:00 to 11:30 every
Monday morning. Anyone who can tie a square knot is welcome. If you don’t know how to
we’ll teach you.

November Worship Helpers
8:30

11/07

11/14

11/21

11/28

Ushers

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

Greeters

Linda Evanson
Kristin Moultine

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

Reader

Sheila Bennett

Anne Cook

Mike Courts

1 Needed

Communion Assistant

Anne Cook

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

Coffee Hour Host

Francine Sumrell

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

10:45

11/07

11/14

11/21

11/28

Ushers

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

Greeters

Bob & Sandy Reed

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

Reader

Karen Claussen

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

Communion Assistant

Karen Claussen

1 Needed
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1 Needed

1 Needed

Money Matters
Are you a Thrivent member?

RMD Works Here Too.

If so, we encourage you to be sure you direct
your Choice Dollars before the end of the year.
Here are some simple directions.
Online - Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
1. In the “GET STARTED” section on the right,
click Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars®.
2. Log in by entering your user ID and
password. (If you haven’t yet registered on
Thrivent.com, click “Register for account
access.”)
3. Choose the organization to which you want
to direct Choice Dollars:
a. To direct to a previous organization:
Click “Direct Now” next to the organization’s
name, or Click on the “View activity history”
link, scroll down and click on the name of
the desired organization.
b. To direct to a new organization, enter
keyword(s) like organization name, ZIP code,
cause, etc. Click “Search.”
4. Choose “Direct All” or enter a specific number
and click “Direct Now.” Follow the prompts
on the confirmation page to direct Choice
Dollars.
By Phone
1. Call 800-847-4836 and when
prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”
2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2
to hear Thrivent Choice Dollars®
program Terms and Conditions. (If
prompted, say or enter your phone
number and date of birth.)
3. A representative will work with you
to direct Choice Dollars.

Those who are a minimum of 72 and older,
annually face a requirement to convert a
percentage of their tax-sheltered savings
(IRS 403b, 401k, etc.) from tax-free to
taxable assets. Of course, when the time
comes to convert the Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD), the money becomes
ordinary income and is subject to
withholding regulations and, at the end of
the year, federal income taxes. That is,
unless those monies are sent to an IRS 501
(c) (3) charity. In this case, any amount (up
to $100,000) given directly to a charity is
tax free, and any amount passed on to the
retiree is taxable. If you are considering
donating RMD proceeds to a charity, how
about choosing Christ Lutheran Church?
Note: when making a RMD-to-Foundation
donation, make sure that your financial
institution sends the check directly to
Christ Lutheran Church. Please let us know
what fund you would like to support.

October Estimated Offering and Expense Report
YTD Offerings for Salaries, Utilities & Programs
533,020
YTD Reimbursable Receipts (Book Fees, Events, Reg.)
133,572
YTD Funds Available
666,592
YTD Estimated Expenses for Salaries, Utilities & Programs (764,810)
Est. YTD Building Fund Transfer
October Estimated Balance

98,218
0
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Save The Date
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Save The Date
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11
Muscle Toning 9:30am
Miriam Circle 10:00am

30

Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study 9am
Livestream & In-person
Quilters 9am
Education Hour 9:45am
In-person Worship 10:45am
Advent Festival 12-2pm

29

28

23
Muscle Toning 9:30am

22

Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study 9am
Livestream & In-person
Quilters 9am
Education Hour 9:45am
In-person Worship 10:45am
Budget Meeting Noon
REIGN 6pm

21

Tech Meeting 7pm

Cardio Drums 9:30am
Worship in-person Noon
Enneagram Journey 6pm Dorcas Circle 3pm
Expedition 56 6pm
Council Meeting 7pm
Confirmation 6:30pm
Young Adults 7pm
Faith Circle 7pm

Muscle Toning 9:30am

Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study 9am
Livestream & In-person
Quilters 9am
Education Hour 9:45am
In-person Worship 10:45am
REIGN 6pm

15

Enneagram Journey 6pm
Pie & Praise 7pm

24

25 Thanksgiving
Office Closed

18

Enneagram Journey 6pm Cardio Drums 9:30am
Expedition 56 6pm
Worship in-person Noon
Confirmation 6:30pm
Exec Meeting 7pm

17

11 Veterans Day
Office Closed

16

10

14

9
Muscle Toning 9:30am

8

YL Leaders Meeting 6:30 pm

Cardio Drums 9:30am
Enneagram Journey 6pm Worship in-person Noon
Young Adults 7pm
Expedition 56 6pm
Salt & Light Concert 8pm
Confirmation 6:30pm

Muscle Toning 9:30am

Women’s Bible study 9am
Quilters 9am

4

3

2

Thu

1

Wed

Tue

Mon

Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study 9am
Livestream & In-person
Quilters 9am
Education Hour 9:45am
In-person Worship 10:45am
REIGN 6pm
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Sun

November 2021

26
Office Closed

19

12

5

Fri

27

TGLS

20

TGLS

13

TGLS

6

Sat

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
8211 112TH ST. SW
LAKEWOOD, WA 98498

Church Staff
Ralf Kalms - Pastor
prralf@clc-lakewood.org
home 253.588.1549
Lyndi Reed - Parish Administrator
lreed@clc-lakewood.org
Matthew Fulcher - Youth Director
mfulcher@clc-lakewood.org
Sarah McGhinnis - Children’s/Family Ministry Director
smcghinnis@clc-lakewood.org
Evin Lambert - Music Director
elambert@clc-lakewood.org
Tracy Perry - Joyful Noise
tperry@clc-lakewood.org
Aubrie Fulcher - Parish Secretary (M-TH)
Michelle Kuhlmann - Graphics
secretary@clc-lakewood.org
Lark Moore - Financial Coordinator
lmoore@clc-lakewood.org
Michele Green - Preschool Director
mgreen@clc-lakewood.org
ELCA Synod
253.535.8300
swwsynod@plu.edu

Office Open M-TH 8-4:30
Missed church last Sunday?
Did you know you can watch live worship and
catch up on our YouTube page!
Search: Christ Lutheran Lakewood
Did you know you can make an offering online
www.christlutheranlakewood.com

Follow us on Facebook
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