Angelos
JANUARY 2022
When the New Year Feels a Lot
Like the Old Year!
I’m writing this on December 21 and the news is full of the
omicron variant of Covid. The Netherlands is in a complete
lockdown through New Year’s, other European countries have
various restrictions in place (Thelma and I have reluctantly
cancelled a trip we were planning for Italy this month). We
are being cautioned about travelling to spend the holidays
with loved ones.
Sounds like a bad 2021 remix!
But in 2022 it feels a little
harder because we are all weary
of the endless news stories, the
hospital and death counts, the
contentious voices arguing ‘To
vaccinate or not to vaccinate,’
and, getting our glasses steamed up and tangled in our masks
yet another time! Can’t this just finally go away?!
For her Advent devotions Thelma used a book by a British
Anglican priest. In one of the daily devotions he quoted a
portion of a poem by a British writer named Minnie Louise
Haskins. Thelma read it to me and it really grabbed my
attention. King George VI (he was the ‘stuttering’ king of the
movie “The King’s Speech”) read it in his Christmas Eve
(Continued on next page)
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broadcast to the British people in 1939:
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the
unknown.’
And he replied:
‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the
Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a
known way.’
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod
gladly into the night.
And He led me toward the hills and the breaking of day
in the lone East.
Think about the British people in December 1939. They were 4 months into the Second
World War, a war that was only 20 years removed from that First World War, which was
going to be ‘the war to end all wars.’ They had barely buried their dead from the last war
and now they were burying their newly killed. No one was believing that this war was
going to be a short affair because Hitler and Germany looked like a fearsome world
power. It had to be very depressing!
Which makes the Haskins poem all-the-more
poignant. “Give me a light that I may tread safely,” but
no light is given. In its place is given the Hand of God,
“that shall be better than light and safer than a known
way.”
We wish for a light and known way, but that seems
not what God has in mind for us. But we are promised a
Hand to guide into the unknown, which is good because
it seems there is a lot of ‘unknown!’
Through all these pandemic months I have often thought about how unprecedented
these times seem. But how many other generations of Christians have previously lived
through very unique and challenging times. Many of the earliest Christians practiced what
was an outlawed faith and suffered because of it. Other Christians through the years have
weathered political systems under which the worship of Christ was banned and
punishable, often by death (think of the last century alone with National Socialism and
Marxist communism). And healthwise, this Covid pandemic has been terrible but the Black
Death or The Plague in Europe (1346-1353) killed between 30% - 60% of the entire
population in Europe! I’m certain that Christians were not immune.
Our times are hardly unprecedented!
Which is why as we enter 2022 let’s not forget the Hand.
Take hold, friends, and let’s together “trod gladly” into whatever may await us!
Thankful to be on this journey with you,
Pastor Ralf
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January Classes
Here’s what’s coming this January

Thursday afternoon/Sunday morning adult classes:
“The New Testament You Never Knew” January 6/9 – February 24/27
Thursday classes at 1:30pm in the Alpha Room, Sunday classes at
9:45am in the Alpha Room
8 sessions led by Pastor Ralf
This is DVD-based class using a series by N. T. Wright and Michael Bird
(both engaging New Testament scholars) that looks at the context,
purpose and meaning of the story of God and then explores why the
New Testament is “one of the most explosive books ever written.”
Sunday morning class #2:
“Lessons on How to Follow Jesus from Christians Who are Persecuted”
January 9 – February 13
Sunday class at 9:45 in the Fireside Room
6 sessions led by Mike Marsh that uses material from The Voice of the Martyrs.
Tuesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00pm
January 18 – February 15 (5 weeks)
Lection Divina is an ancient way of using scripture as a way of praying.
The aim is that God’s Word would find a place not simply in our head
but in our heart. It is a very different Bible study method whose aim is
to go deep rather than wide.
Join Pastor Ralf in the Fireside Room for 5 – 1 hour sessions in which we
hope to encounter God by allowing his Word to work its
way into our lives. You don’t even need to bring your
Bible!

A Couple of ‘Might You Be Able to Help’?

Request 1 – We’re looking for a person or small group that could build a ramp at the
home of Gail Brooks. The materials will be provided – all we need is your
expertise and time!
Request 2 – Pastor Andre and his wife Tayisha Boyer-Winston, are looking for a home to
rent. We’ve had a great relationship with Blessed Temple and this would be one
more way to bring a blessing to that congregation and its pastor.
If you could help with either of these contact the church office or Pastor Ralf!
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Children & Family
Thank you to everyone who helped with Angel Tree this year! We were able to deliver over 250
gifts to the Tillicum Community Center, where Claudia thoughtfully sorts them and opens up the
doors for parents to “shop” for their children. Claudia was so thankful for every gift! A special
thank you to the kids from Sunday School and Bob and Sandy Reed for cutting out the angels. And
to Thelma Kalms, Mia Kalms, Kate Amundson, and Jerry Dunlap for sorting, packing, and
delivering!

Starting in January, kids in Sunday School (Pre-school – Kindergarten) and Kids Club (1st – 5th
grade) will be focusing on the stories of Jesus, plus winter warmth for those in the community
and beyond. We will be making blankets for Project Linus and scarves to hand out to those in
need. Be on the lookout for a Wintery Hot Chocolate Stand to donate towards our projects.

Sarah McGhinnis
Children’s and Family Director
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Youth
They was a lot that happened in 2021 that was great and things we wish we did not have to deal
with. It was great to start getting people back into the church and having students here on
Sunday and Wednesday nights. I know there are those who still won’t come till they don’t have to
wear a mask but hopefully that will change in the New Year as things may get better. I am
optimistic that things will get better.
We closed out the New Year with excitement with students coming and breathing life back into
the church, I am looking forward to some fun things in the New Year. The Expedition 56 group had
a great time with their white elephant gift exchange. The high school group ended the year having
a fun time eating dinner with one another. The young adult group had fun celebrating a birthday
while at Ocean 5. Thanks to Juan Daddy for joining us and bringing some entertainment to the
group. They ended the year talking about Salvation which was fitting for the season.
There are a few things that we will be looking forward to in January. January 26 we will be looking
at doing an event at Defy for the 5th through 8th graders. The cost will be no more than $25 (if we
are able to get a group discount the price will go down). The high school group will take a trip out
to Ocean 5 on January 23 for some bowling and laser tag. Please check the website for more
information after January 10th.
For those that are in high school, we will be heading to camp Lutherhaven for our summer
mission trip. The cost is only $200 and we will be helping kids of all ages with disabilities have a
fun and safe camp experience.
Matthew Fulcher
Youth Director
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Christmas Carol
What a treat it was to be able to present A Staged Reading of A Christmas Carol. We are so
grateful to Tracy Perry for planning and directing this piece and to all the people who were a
part of bringing this beautiful Christmas story about the power of redemption to life. A huge
thank you to John Armstrong, Jay Blessing, Amy Bollenbacher, Estella Fulcher, Jeff Hansen, Mac
Hansen, Audrey Leroy, Lark Moore, Danny Perry, David Ramay, Rylie Reed, Thomas Thompson,
Mikel Ann Robinson and Les Watts for costumes and props, and Mike Marsh, Jym and Chris
Kinney for audio visual, sound and lights. We are so blessed by the amazing talent here at Christ
Lutheran!
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Nativity Trail
Over 220 people walked
thru our Living Nativity
Trail on Christmas Eve!
Thank you to everyone
who helped make this a
beloved outreach event!
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Christmas Eve
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Preschool Christmas Program

Our adorable 3 year old and
4/5 year old Pre-K classes did
an amazing job at the Christmas
Program this year. If you missed it,
you can still check it out on our
You Tube channel.
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CLCW
Dorcas Circle 3:00 pm Thursday, Jan. 27th
Faith Circle New Day & Time 12:30 pm Wednesday, Jan. 26th
Miriam Circle 10:00 am Tuesday, Jan 25th
This years Simeon and Anna Lunch will be postponed until early summer.

Women's Monday Bible Study:

We will be concluding our study of Discerning the Voice of God by Pricilla Shirer in the first two
weeks of January. We will be selecting a new study to begin around January 17th. This is a good
time to follow-up on your New Year’s Resolution to spend more time studying God’s Word. We
meet at 9 AM in the Alpha Room (a Zoom link is also available).

Prayer Group:

The Prayer Group has begun meeting on Monday mornings after Bible study. If you have prayer
requests you may click on the prayer request “button” of the CLC updates, or email or call the
Church secretary. We celebrate the power of prayer; please, join us – no experience necessary!

CLC Book Club:

The CLC book club will be meeting the third Thursday of the month (01/20/2022), at our regular 10
AM time slot. We will meet in the Alpha Room and will have a Zoom link available for those who
cannot meet in person.
The January Selection is Remember by Lisa Genova, a PhD in neuroscience and the author of the
New York Times bestseller Still Alice.
Lisa Genova delves into how memories are made and how we retrieve them. While memory is
amazing, it is far from perfect. Our brains are not designed to remember every name we hear,
plan we make, or day we experience. Just because your memory sometimes fails doesn’t mean it
is broken or succumbing to disease. Forgetting is actually part of being human.
You will come to appreciate the clear distinction between normal forgetting (where you parked
your car) and forgetting due to Alzheimer’s (that you own a car). This excerpt from the dust
jacket gave me hope that just because I’m constantly losing my keys I’m hopefully not losing my
mind!
2/17/22
3/17/22
4/21/22
5/19/22

The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel
Dusk, Night, Dawn by Anne Lamott
The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams
The Nature of Fragile Things by Susan Meissner

If you would like more information for Women’s Monday Bible Study, Prayer Group, or Book
Group, please email Mikel Robinson at (mar8412@hotmail.com) or call/text 253-307-9373.
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Time, Talents & Treasures for 2022
We have received many of your Financial Commitment Cards for 2022, as well as your
Time and Talents. Thank you for being willing to share your gifts with Christ Lutheran
Church.
If you have not yet turned your Financial Commitment Card, or completed your Time
and Talents form, we encourage you to do so and get those turned in to the church
office in early January. Your Financial Commitment Card gives us an idea of what
offerings we will receive in 2022 and your Time and Talents help us to fill important
roles here at church. We believe that every person has been given time, talents and
treasurers, and that God calls each one of us to share our time, talents and treasures.
In early to mid January, we will be contacting you for the Time and Talents you signed
up for to give you more information or specific instructions.
We are so grateful for each one of you! Thank you for being a true part of the mission and ministries of Christ Lutheran Church.

New Address, Sick, Need Prayer??
As the new year begins, we just wanted to remind you that we hope you will contact
us for any of the following reasons:

1) Moved or new phone number or email address? - So we can keep our
church directory information up to date and be able to contact you.
2) Sick, Hospitalized or Preparing for Surgery? - Please let us know so we can
add you to our prayers, Pastor Ralf can visit you, and we can help as needed.
3) Have a Prayer Request or Praise to Celebrate? - Please let us know so we
can add these to our church prayers and praise.
For any of these things, please contact any staff member, or the church office.
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Poinsettia Deliveries
In the days leading up to Christmas several people from CLC helped us deliver beautiful
poinsettia plants to some of our CLC family and friends. Thank you too Sheila Bennett who
applied for a Thrivent Card to live generously and spread some Christmas Cheer!
And Happy Birthday to Bob Skidmore who turned 100 just before Christmas!

Kwanza
Several members of our congregation celebrate Kwanzaa: First
Fruits and we encourage you to stop by the display in the
Gathering Place and hopefully learn a little more about this
celebration that celebrates African heritage, unity and culture.
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With Thanks
Members of Christ Lutheran,
Bob & I thank you for the beautiful poinsettia plant and cards.
Alice & Bob Anderson
Thank you for the poinsettia plant, it is so pretty. You all have a great holiday and Happy new
Year.
Lynn Miller
Thank you to Michael Engstrom, Robyn & Kris Peterson, Grace Meloeny, and Linda Doelle for
sharing their musical gifts with us during coffee hour for Advent.
Thank you to Joyful Noise for playing during our Advent Festival.
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January Worship Helpers
8:30

01/02 9:30

01/09

01/16

01/23

01/30

Ushers

Dave Bennett
1 Needed

2 Needed

Thomas Thompson
1 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

Greeters

2 Needed

Hannah Engstrom
1 Needed

2 Needed

Hannah Engstrom
1 Needed

2 Needed

Reader

Sheila Bennett

Thomas Thompson

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

Communion Assistant

1 Needed

Hannah Engstrom

Communion Clean Up

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

Coffee Hour Host

Cindy Johnson

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

1 Needed

10:45

01/09

01/16

01/23

01/30

Ushers

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

2 Needed

Greeters

Sharon Webb
1 Needed

Sharon Webb
1 Needed

Sharon Webb
1 Needed

Sharon Webb
1 Needed

Reader

Karen Claussen

Mikel Ann Robinson

1 Needed

1 Needed

Communion Assistant

Karen Claussen

Mikel Ann Robinson

1 Needed

1 Needed

Communion Clean Up

Karen Claussen

Mikel Ann Robinson

1 Needed

1 Needed

Thomas Thompson Hannah Engstrom

1 Needed

Money Matters
Thank you to everyone who generously gave to support the Mission and Ministries of
Christ Lutheran Church during this past year. We truly would not be able to do the work
God has called us to here in Lakewood, as well as across the world, if it weren’t for the
financial gifts that support our General Fund.
As of today, we do not yet have our December Offering and Expense Report, but we
anticipate that being ready in early January and we will get that information out to you.
Thank you and Happy New Year!
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Women’s Bible study
9am
Quilters 9am

10

Worship 9:30am
Livestream & In person

9

31

Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study
Livestream & In person
9am
Education Hour 9:45am
Quilters 9am
In person Worship 10:45am
REIGN 6pm

30

Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study
Livestream & In person
9am
Education Hour 9:45am
Quilters 9am
In person Worship 10:45am
REIGN 6pm

24

Muscle Toning 9:30am Faith Circle 12:30pm
Miriam Circle 10am
Expedition 56 6pm
Ralf Class 7pm
Confirmation 6:30pm
Bells Rehearsal 6:30pm

26

25

19

23

18

Expedition 56 6pm
Confirmation 6:30pm
Bells Rehearsal 6:30pm

12

Muscle Toning 9:30am
Ralf Class 7pm
Expedition 56 6pm
Tech Meeting 7pm
Confirmation 6:30pm
Bells Rehearsal 6:30pm
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Muscle Toning 9:30am

11

Bells Rehearsal 6:30pm

5

Wed

Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study
Livestream & In person
9am
Education Hour 9:45am
Quilters 9am
In person Worship 10:45am
REIGN 6pm
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Worship 8:30am
Women’s Bible study
Livestream & In person
9am
Education Hour 9:45am
Quilters 9am
In person Worship 10:45am
REIGN 6pm

4

3 Office Closed

2
Muscle Toning 9:30am

Tue

Mon

Sun

January 2022
Epiphany

Cardio Drums 9:30am
Worship in person Noon
New Testament Class 1:30pm
Dorcas Circle 3pm
Young Adults 7pm
Joyful Noise Rehearsal 7:30pm

27

Cardio Drums 9:30am
Worship in person Noon
New Testament Class 1:30pm
Council Meeting 7pm
Young Adults 7pm
Joyful Noise Rehearsal 7:30pm

20

Cardio Drums 9:30am
Worship in person Noon
New Testament Class 1:30pm
Exec Meeting 7pm
Young Adults 7pm
Joyful Noise Rehearsal 7:30pm
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Cardio Drums 9:30am
Worship in person Noon
New Testament Class 1:30pm
Young Adults 7pm
Joyful Noise Rehearsal 7:30pm

6

Thu

28 Office Closed

21 Office Closed

14 Office Closed

7 Office Closed

Fri

TGLS

29

TGLS

22

TGLS

15

8

1

Sat

Christ Lutheran Church
8211 112th St. SW
Lakewood, WA 98498

Church Staff
Ralf Kalms - Pastor
prralf@clc-lakewood.org
home 253.588.1549
Lyndi Reed - Parish Administrator
lreed@clc-lakewood.org
Matthew Fulcher - Youth Director
mfulcher@clc-lakewood.org
Sarah McGhinnis - Children’s/Family Ministry Director
smcghinnis@clc-lakewood.org
Evin Lambert - Music Director
elambert@clc-lakewood.org
Tracy Perry - Joyful Noise
tperry@clc-lakewood.org
Aubrie Fulcher - Parish Secretary (M-TH)
Michelle Kuhlmann - Graphics
secretary@clc-lakewood.org
Lark Moore - Financial Coordinator
lmoore@clc-lakewood.org
Michele Green - Preschool Director
mgreen@clc-lakewood.org
ELCA Synod
253.535.8300
swwsynod@plu.edu

Office Hours M-TH 8-4:30
Missed church last Sunday?
Did you know you can watch live worship and
catch up on our YouTube page!
Search: Christ Lutheran Lakewood
Did you know you can make an offering online
www.christlutheranlakewood.com

Follow us on Facebook
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