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John 13:34 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another. 

 

Ephesians 4:32 
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 
Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 
 
Text: Philippians 2:1-7 
Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there 
is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by 
being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 
3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another 
as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men. 
 
If we’re being the CHURCH God wants us to be then there’s going to be this connectivity 
between us.   
 
CONNECTING IS INCONVENIENT 

 
“Over the next few months my life was unbelievably touched because I was willing to be 
inconvenienced and CONNECT with someone else.”  Shelly Esser, A Christian Author 

 
CONNECTING IS MESSY 

This is where God’s love is perfected in us—learning to love messy people. 
 
CONNECTING IS TRANSFORMING 

 
 



Hebrews 10:24-25  
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our 
own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the 
more as you see the day drawing near. 
 
“Connected Fellowship” is a great translation of the Greek word – KOINONIA which is also 
translated as “communion,” “sharing,” “contribution,” or “participation.” 

The Greek word EKKLESIA is translated as Church, it derives from the Greek root words for 
“called out,” but which really means “called together.” 
 
“Our relationship with each other is the criterion the world uses to judge whether our 
message is truthful—Christian community is the final apologetic.”  Theologian, philosopher, 
Minister and Author Francis Schaeffer 
 
Connect with others even when it’s… 
Inconvenient and 
Messy 

Because when you do, it will prove to be Transforming. 


