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Text: James 4:8  
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded.  

Drawing near to God starts in the heart.  
 
Cultivating intimacy with God takes monumental effort. 

DRAW NEAR TO GOD BY BEING HUMBLED. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
And My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land.  
 
DRAW NEAR TO GOD BY BEING CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST 

Luke 9:23-24 
23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 24 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  
 
“There’s no comfortable way to carry a cross; I don’t care how you position it.  The Biblical 
reality is that when people say yes to following Jesus, they are agreeing to carry a cross, and 
that will be painful at times.” - Kyle Idleman, “Not A Fan” 
 
“Nothing in the world is worth having or worth doing unless it means effort, pain, difficulty… I 
have never in my life envied a human being who led an easy life. I have envied a great many 
people who led difficult lives and led them well.” -Theodore Roosevelt, 26th President of the 
United States 
 
DRAW NEAR TO GOD BY HUNGERING AND THIRSTING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

None of us here today could stand on our own righteousness before a Holy and Just God. 
 
Isaiah 64:6 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 
garment;  And all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 


