
First ARP Church of Rock Hill Newsletter 

To register by September 5th and for more information 
please visit this link. 

If you need assistance, please contact the church office. 

https://firstarp.org/connect/grief
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Women’s Ministries News 
 

Fall Bible Studies 
 

Two weekly Bible studies are offered for women of all ages. Members 

and visitors are welcome - ladies, invite your friends and neighbors to 

join us! If you like more information please follow this link. 
 

• Tuesday mornings in the Faith Room, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.,  

beginning September 6th. Studying “The Sermon on the Mount” by 

Jen Wilkin. Contact Susan Barron or Beverly Simpson. 

• Thursday afternoons in the Faith Room, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m., 

beginning September 8th. Studying “God of Covenant: Genesis 12-

50” by Jen Wilkin. Contact Jeanie Alexander. 

 

Circles 
‘Circles’ meet each month (September-May) for fellowship, prayer, 

projects and Bible study.  All circles welcome new members and will be 

studying Revelation for You by Tim Chester 

• #1 meets the first Thursday @ 7 p.m. in homes—starts Sept 1 

• #2 meets the first Thursday @ 10 a.m. in the Faith Room—starts Sept 1 

• #3 meets the first Monday @ 7 p.m. in homes—starts Sept 5 

Fall Church Workday 
 

October 8 

8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
 

Come help us be good stewards of this  

property the Lord has blessed us with and join us for a workday at 

the church to freshen up the inside and outside of our church home 

for the fall!  

Foundations for the Faith Kickstart 
We are excited to be back together for Foundations for the Faith on 
Wednesday nights starting Sept 7th and hope you and your family will 
be present.   (see schedule below)  
    5:30 p.m.  Dinner 
    6:15 p.m.   Nursery, Preschool and Elementary Classes 
    6:15 p.m.  Youth group for grades 6-12 
    6:15 p.m.  Adult Study:  Amazing Grace - An Introduction to Reformed 
Theology 
    7:15 p.m.  Adult Choir Practice 

https://firstarp.org/connect/womens-ministry


Pastor’s Message 
Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor  

 

      I recently read a book entitled Expository Preaching by David Strain. It is 

short (136 pages), accessible, and written to church members and not 

pastors. I would highly recommend it to you as an encouragement for your 

faith and practice. But the book got me thinking about preaching and I want 

to share a couple considerations for you in this article.  

       Foundationally, we must understand what preaching is. Living in this 

digital age, most of us prefer pictures and videos rather than spoken or 

written words. However, words are powerful, and the Word of God is even 

more powerful. As Reformed Christians, we believe that preaching is not just a lecture on Scripture, a 

motivational talk, or an opinion piece from the pastor about a given topic. Rather, when God’s word is faithfully 

proclaimed by one called to do so, it is God Himself who speaks to His people. Our denomination’s Directory of 

Public Worship says, “The Triune God speaks to His people by the Holy Spirit in the reading and preaching of 

the Word.”  

       In Romans 10:14-17 Paul instructs us on preaching. In verse 17 he says, “So faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of Christ.” He equates the Word of Christ with preaching. All throughout the New 

Testament, the act of preaching is described as heralding the Word of God to the people of God. Most often, 

the term “Word of God” is used in reference to preaching rather than reading. Therefore, what you hear from 

the pulpit, so long as it is faithful to the Scripture, is vital to you as a follower of Christ.  

       Since preaching is one of the primary ways God brings people to saving faith and grows them up in their 

faith, it must be central in our worship. This is why preaching is the focal point of our worship services. A couple 

years ago, we did a series entitled Reformed Distinctives. Barry preached a sermon on Reformed worship with 

an emphasis on preaching. We certainly want to read God’s Word, pray, sing, and celebrate the sacraments in 

worship. But those elements of worship serve to support the preached Word and our worship of God.  

       If preaching is so important, how should we approach it on a given Sunday? We must begin with 

preparation. Most of us, if we are honest, do not prepare for worship like we should. We often stay up late 

Saturday night, are rushed on Sunday morning, and have not prayed much at all. Question 90 of the 

Westminster Shorter Catechism asks, “How is the word to be read and heard, that it may become effectual to 

salvation?” The answer is, “That the word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend thereunto with 

diligence, preparation and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our 

lives.” Notice the emphasis on preparation and prayer! 

       How can you better prepare for worship and to hear the Word of God? Start by committing to getting a 

good night of rest. We tell our kids they need a good night of rest before school, especially if they have a test. 

How much more important is it for us to be rested before hearing the Lord of the Universe speak to us? 

Additionally, read the passage ahead of time and pray for God to work in your heart. On each Friday we send 

out an email with information about worship including the Scripture text, sermon title, and a guide with an 

outline and questions about which to think. Finally, pray for your ministers. Pray that we would faithfully 

proclaim God’s Word and that God would apply it to your heart.  

         Fall is a wonderful time of year. The weather is cooler (at least by November), routines are back, and things 

are fun. And, after all, college football is back! Yet the busyness of work and school, the allure of trips to the 

mountains, and the tendency to watch too much tv can take our focus away from the Lord. But remember, 

preaching is one of God’s primary tools for your spiritual growth. So, commit to being in worship to hear God’s 

Word. And spend time preparing so you may get the most out of it.  



Family Promise  
 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming  

Family Promise Host weeks! Contact Nora  

Madsen for details and volunteer  

opportunities. 

 

September 18—September 25 

 

November 20—November 27 

 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 

 

The third Thursday of each month volunteers from First ARP serve at the 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. They start preparing the meal at 9:30, serve 

from 11:30-12:30 then clean. Volunteers are welcome for any/all phases 

of the process.  

Just one hour can make a real difference in a very worthwhile ministry for our church 

and community.  

 
 

 Mark Your Calendar 
Next Serving Date: 

September 15 



New Member(s) Spotlight 

Cameron Bunce is from Rock Hill and was raised at First ARP. 

Dominique Bunce is from Hilton Head, SC and met Jesus and Cameron 

at Winthrop while they were both studying art. Cameron and Dominique 

share a love of cycling and gardening that has been shared with their  

children, 4 year old Elliot and 2 year old Mae.  They have a large front  

garden, keep bees in the backyard, and ride their bikes to church and all 

around town most days.  Cameron is a Video Engineer at Novant Health 

and Dominique is planning to get back to her art-making after a four-year 

hiatus staying home with Elliot and Mae. Dominique enjoys preparing 

meals for her family and others. Cameron enjoys fixing things, which is 

good when you live in an old house and drive an old truck.  They are 

transferring their membership from Hill City Church, an ARP church in 

downtown Rock Hill. 

 

 

Mike Dyer is originally from Snellville, Georgia and a big Georgia 

Bulldog fan.  He lived in Florida for a time, but moved to Rock Hill in 

2005 and has been a resident since.  He married Mary Karen Meadows in 

July 2021 here in our church and works at PPG Paints in Rock Hill. 

Mike enjoys a good competition whether it be sports, bowling, cards or 

challenging my wife to a cook off.  He grew up in the Baptist church, 

but is excited to see how he can help serve within First ARP.  

 

 

 

 

David & Margaret Macaulay live in 

Fort Mill, although Margaret is 

originally from Rock Hill.  They come to First ARP  from Unity 

Presbyterian (Fort Mill) although both have deep ARP roots.  David's 

father, William A. Macaulay, Jr., is a retired ARP minister and has 

lived with them since December 2020. 
 

David has lived in York County since 1985 but as a Preacher's son and 

Army Brat, has too many moves as a child to say he is from one place. 

They have four children --  Sarah, who teaches High School Biology and 

triplets, Will, Elizabeth & Alex who are sophomores in college (two at 

Clemson and one at Presbyterian College).  Margaret works at Charlotte 

Orthopedic Hospital in the Rehab Department and David as a Financial 

Planner in Fort Mill.  



 

Wednesday Night help 
needed! 

 

Please consider serving one week a month  
EITHER prepping OR cleaning. 

 
Prepping starts around 2:00. We prep, cook 
and serve then enjoy dinner and programs. 

 
Cleaning starts around 6:15. We are usually 

done around 7. Come enjoy dinner then 
head to the kitchen. 

 
Contact Ginger Smith for more  

information.  

Fall Shindig 
for special friends with special needs 

 

Saturday, October 29 

2:00 p.m.—3:30 p.m. 

First ARP Gymnasium 
 

Costumes optional—nothing scary and 

no face masks. 

Tailgate Party 
 

Women’s Ministries Kickoff 

3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Bring your favorite tailgate dish and a copy of 

the recipe. We will fellowship, eat, and  

celebrate Women’s Ministries and the start of 

college football. The Presbytery Spiritual Life 

Chairman, Emily Ross Woodard, will be our 

keynote speaker. See you in the Fellowship 

Hall on September 25th. 

Any questions can be  

referred to Ginger Catoe 

or Jennifer Krinn. 

First ARP  
Preschool  

 

Thank you to all who have prayed 

for and helped the preschool get 

off to a great start to the 2022-

2023 school year! If you would like 

to help us stock some extra things 

that we need for the year please 

visit this link to our Amazon wish 

list. We are so grateful for your 

support! 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/16TI9L1YO8CM4/guest-view


Sunday School 
 

Sunday School gives us the opportunity to “share life” together while growing in the basics of our faith 

and learning to apply it to life today.  Whatever your spiritual “age” we have a class for you “So that the  

body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God.  

(Eph 4:12-13)  

Adult Sunday School Classes 

Christian Life (Room 202, Robinson Hall) Teachers:  George Coxhead,  Sarah Dagenhart  

Covenant Life (Room 206, Robinson Hall)  Facilitators: Don Harper, Bob Robinson.   

Generations (Rogers Room) Teachers:  Barry Adickes, David Gault.   

Grace Changes Everything (Room 205, Robinson Hall) Teachers: Robert Alexander, Jamey Dagenhart, 

Jeff Lesslie.   

Spiritual Development (Room 208, Robinson Hall)  Teachers: George Barron, Jr., Tom Simpson   

An Inquirer’s Class is offered each spring/summer and is open to anyone interested in learning more about 

First ARP Church and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian denomination. 

For more information on each of these, please visit  this link.  

**Children’s & Youth Sunday School classes in addition to Nursery are also available—you can find 

more information at the link above.** 

Welcome New Youth Director:  
Elijah Hoyer! 

Elijah Hoyer is a native of Wichita, KS. His parents were intentional 
to raise him and his two older brothers in the way of the Lord.  

Elijah came to know Jesus as His Lord and Savior as he entered into 
the 8th grade. It was in Elijah’s high school years that he first  

experienced discipleship from other people than his parents. These 
formative years certainly ignited his passion to see others know 

and love the Lord. 
Elijah graduated from Eternity Bible College in 2021 with a Bache-

lor’s in Biblical Studies. During his undergraduate he served at West Evangelical Free 
Church in Wichita, KS as their Youth Worship Director and Youth Intern. Shortly after gradu-
ating he moved to Charlotte, NC to pursue his Master’s in Divinity at Reformed Theological 

Seminary. Elijah now lives in Rock Hill and is excited to partner with parents in discipling 
the youth of First Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4c0b63d-10ec-4f29-85a8-7c8740fc03de/documents/Christian_Education_Brochure_2022-23.pdf


Church-wide Fall  
Retreat 

October 14-16, 2022 
 

Now is the time to make your reservations for the 

Church Wide Fall Retreat.  We will be taking reservations with a $50.00 deposit due by 

September 21st. Sign-ups after this date will not be accepted. Final balance is due Octo-

ber 10th. 
 

George Fields will be our Speaker Saturday Morning for Adults.  
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to be back at Bonclarken together with your church family!   

Reach out to Nora Madsen or the church office to make your reservation.  

Come Sing with Us 
We remain blessed and thankful for our music ministry volunteer singers here at First 

ARP. Our adult choir has an exciting road ahead as we prepare repertoire to sing in  

worship throughout the fall and into the Christmas season. Did you know that we have 

a spot for you?  

If you have prior experience singing in a choir or are musically inclined, please know 

you have an open invitation to join us at any time! No commitment at first is  

necessary - just come sing! Can’t sing every Sunday? That’s  OK, too!  

The next time you are sitting in the pew and the person 

next to you has a nice voice on the hymns, well… you know 

what to do! And if that singer is you, well… what are you 

waiting for?  

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me,  

Patrick Robinson, or another choir member. The choir  

rehearses weekly on Wednesdays at 7:15 PM, September - 

May. Thanks for your consideration! 

-Ryan Tinker, Adult Choir Director 



Spain Mission Trip Recap 
by Kay McKinney, Women’s Ministries Missions & Outreach Coordinator 

 

In the middle of July, four of our members flew to Madrid, Spain, to partner with Juan Carlos and Ruth 
Bonilla in hosting a VBS at a new church plant, Rey de Reyes. Because I have attended this mission trip 

three times, I want to share some insights about what God is doing through this mission.  
In 2017 and 2019, our teams conducted English camps with young children at the apartment complex 
where the Bonillas lived. The presence of “Americans,” who were there to help Spanish children im-
prove their English, sparked the interest of many families and allowed the Bonillas to build relation-
ships in their large, urban complex. While team members were not teaching the Gospel, Juan Carlos 

and Ruth were strengthening relationships and answering the many questions fellow apartment dwell-
ers asked about God and the Good News of Jesus’s resurrection. 

In January 2022, we finally received the go-ahead to plan our next trip. What a joy it was to return to 
Spain after three years! God’s power has been mightily at work in Madrid.  In February of this year, the 
Bonillas opened Rey de Reyes with ten core families! As a team, we were finally able to help spread the 
Gospel through VBS! Several new faces attended worship on the two Sundays we were there; most of 

them were there for the first time and had brought their children to participate in “camp” (how they re-
ferred to VBS). God used our efforts to draw others to hear more about Him! 

Now that the team has returned, what should we do next? As a supporting congregation, we can pray 
for the Bonillas as they live out God’s mission daily. We can pray for new families to join Rey de Reyes. 
We can pray for the two men that Juan Carlos has asked to consider being Elders. We can pray that the 

church will have a stable location to continue having services and Bible Studies. We can pray for our 
congregation’s continued role in supporting this mission.  

Was it hot? Yes! Was it tiring? Yes! Was it a spiritually uplifting experience? Absolutely! Glory be to God! 

Congregational Services Committee (CSC) Needs You! 
The CSC is busy planning a fall activity for our friends and will soon be planning 2023 activities/

events. Additional servants are always welcome to join our committee to become friends of members 
of our congregation that need special care for various reasons. 

If you are willing and able to commit to providing the following outreach to a member/s of our 
church family, please contact one of the CSC board members below for more information regarding 

joining the CSC. 
Staying in touch with your “friend” once a month by:  

• Checking on them with a phone call 
• Sending a note or card 
• Praying with/for them 

• Remembering the friend’s birthday or other holidays or special dates in their lives 
• Making in-person visits 
• Inviting them to lunch 

• or any other means of service/outreach that are amenable to you and your “friend” 
 

Thank you for considering joining the CSC. 
We are all BLESSED to be a BLESSING to others! 

-Your CSC Committee 



Christian Sympathy is extended to... 

 

Member Birthdays 
2 

Kathryn Johnson 
Carreon 

4 
Mary Kate Clayton 

Atkinson Dillingham 
Paul Dillingham  

Mike Looper 
5 

Brandon Berger 
Ronnie Small 

7 
Avery Sanders 

8 
Ethan Barkley 
Kelley Tuttle 

9 
Sally Berger 

Jimmy Simpson 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
Pearl Rhoad 

Melissa Russell 
Elliot Smith 

11 
Caleb Dagenhart 

Susan Gardner 
Jim Phillips 

12 
Jennifer Huey Ahl 
Brice Landstreet 

13 
Allison Boone 

14 
Ben Turner 

Collin Dozier 
15 

Graham Dagenhart 
16 

Ben Barkley 
19 

Sarah Dagenhart 
Susan Gunderson 

Nic Parker 

20 
Connor Kulbok 

21 
George Barron, Jr. 

22 
Jenn Krinn 

23 
Jeannie Marion 

Kelsey Stutts 
24 

Zeke Oliphant 
25 

Craig Gettys 
26 

Fran Hancock 
Beth Logan  Roach 
Ginger Lawrence 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

27 
Karen Harris 

28 
Shane Graham 
Jody FitzGerald 

29 
Tom Roper 

Chet Wingate 
30 

Tiffany Dagenhart 
Hannah McKinney 

Chuck & Janie Cauthen 
at the death of 

Jean Cauthen 
on August 1, 2022  

Scott & Dolly Allan 
at the death of  

Barbara Allan 
on August 10, 2022 

Linda Neely 
at the death of  

Mark Hall 
on August 15, 2022 



September Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 
5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       
                         Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Study 
7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. in Robinson Hall 
Worship Service geared toward 
special needs friends and 
families, but all are welcome to 
come and participate! 
 

Preschool 
Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Ny Snell for more info on 
enrollment:  
803-327-2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
 

Looking Ahead 
• Church-wide Fall Retreat, 

October 14-16 
• Congregational Meetings, 

September 18 & November 
13, after both services 

THURSDAY, September 1 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team 

8:30 a.m. 
• Circle #2 

9:30 a.m., Faith Room 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m., Choir Room 
• Circle #1  

7:00 p.m. 

 

MONDAY, September 5 
• Church Office Closed—Labor Day 
 

TUESDAY, September 6 
• Men’s Ministry Prayer Team 

7:00 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
• Worship Committee Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

THURSDAY, September 8 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY, September 10 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 

MONDAY, September 12 
• Jeanie Alexander’s Prayer Team 

10:00 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 
• Circle #3 

7:00 p.m. 

 

TUESDAY, September 13 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
• Called Meeting of Catawba Presbytery 

1:00 p.m. 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, September 15 
• Dorothy Day Serving Opportunity 

9:30 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m., Choir Room 
• Preschool Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 

SUNDAY, September 18 
• Congregational Meetings 

following 9 & 11 a.m. services 
• Child Protection Policy Training 

4:00 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY, Sept 18-SUNDAY, Sept 25 
• Family Promise Host Week 
 

MONDAY, September 19 
• Session  
        7:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, September 20 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 21  
• Adult Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, September 22 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
• Just Joy 

6:30 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY, September 23—   
SUNDAY, September 25 
High School Retreat, Bonclarken 
 

SUNDAY, September 25 
• Women’s Fall Tailgate Kickoff 

3:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, September 27 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 28 
• Adult Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m 
 

THURSDAY, September 29 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 


