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Women’s Ministries News 
 

Fall Bible Studies 
by: Kathy Barron 

 

Two weekly Bible studies are offered for women of all ages. Members and 
visitors are welcome - ladies, invite your friends and neighbors to join us!   
• Better: A Study of Hebrews, by Jen Wilkin and coordinated by Susan 

Barron and Beverly Simpson will meet for 10 weeks on Tuesday 
mornings at 10, beginning September 8. Cost of the book is $20. 

• God of Creation: A Study of Genesis 1-11 by Jen Wilkin and 
coordinated by Kathy Barron and Margaret Coxhead will meet for 10 
weeks on Thursdays at noon, beginning September 10. Cost of the book 
is $20. 

Circles 
Now, why should I be in a circle?... 

 
…I’m already in a Bible study. 

 
…I serve on another church committee. 

 
…I’m just too busy. 

 
What is a “circle” anyway? 

 
When I was a child, I had this vision on “circle night” of a group of ladies 
standing in a circle doing something like playing “Ring around the Rosie”. All I 
really knew was, Dad kept me and my sister while Mom left, a little harried, 
and came home in a smiling mood.  That’s “Circle”. 
If you’re too busy to join a Bible study, participate on Wednesday nights, or a 
Sunday School Class, you may feel somewhat “alone” when you attend church 
or make it to some other activity. Circles are about building community with 
others, learning with others, and serving with others. All ages and stages are 
warmly welcomed! 
If you’re already busy in other church ministries, here is your chance to relax 
and be fed with fellowship and God’s Word (and to find volunteers to help in 
YOUR ministry). 
If you’re already in a Bible study, you are learning and growing in God’s Word, 
and probably praying for each other—getting to know the other members of 
your group. BUT—Are you joining with the women of this church to fellowship 
and minister to our women and to the various ministries of our church and 
denomination. 
At First ARP, Circles:  
 Make offerings to ministries of our denomination and to local area projects 
 Come together socially several times a year for spiritual nurturing and the 

business of women’s ministries in this church 
 We gather in circles or as a church group to serve our homebound, our 

college students, missionaries, mission trips, Bonclarken’s gift shop, our 
preschool, and other groups as selected by Circles or FARPWM. 

Most of all, we come together for one more opportunity to love, study, work, 
and pray together as women of faith. PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US! 

 
Knowing the Bible: Acts by Justin Holcomb ($10) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOKS FOR ALL STUDIES CAN BE PICKED UP INSIDE THE DOOR AT THE BACK OF ROBINSON 
HALL. PAY AT FIRST MEETING OR MAIL TO MICHELE HARBIN. 

CONTACT ANYONE ABOVE FOR THE DOOR CODE. 

Circle #1 
Leader: Ginger Catoe 
First Thursday, 7:00 

Sept 24-location TBD 

Circle #2 
Leaders: Susan Barron 

& Kathy Barron 
First Thursday, 10:00 
Sept 3-Faith Mtg. Rm. 

Circle #3 
Leaders: Ashley Barron 

First Monday,  6:30 
Sept 14-at church 



Pastor’s Message 
Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor  

 

     For this month’s pastor’s article, I want to write an update from the 

Session regarding where we stand in our regathering plan. Certainly, 

this pandemic has proven to be more wide-reaching and longer lasting 

than any of us imagined. However, this is what God in His sovereign 

will has chosen for us at this time. Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to 

prayerfully move forward with wisdom and live by faith and not fear. 

Below outlines what the Fall will look like at least at the beginning. 

     First, the Session decided to stay in phase-2 of our regathering plan. This means we still do not have nursery, 

children’s church, Sunday School, or choir. We will continue with two services, 9am and 11am. Masks will remain 

optional for the 9am service and will be required at the 11am service. As far as which service will be recorded and 

uploaded to YouTube, the Session decided to alternate months between the 9am service and the 11am service. 

That means the 9am service will be recorded in September, the 11am in October, and so on. 

     Secondly, the Session discussed how to best have a congregational meeting that complies with the Standards 

of our denomination. The Form of Government, one of our governing documents, states: “The presiding officer of 

a meeting shall determine the meaning of ‘present’ in light of electronic media.” This means that technology can 

help us have a quorum (1/4 of our membership) for our meetings. In order to accomplish this, the first part of the 

congregational meeting on September 20(directly following the 9am service) will be recorded and emailed out. If 

you are unable to attend in person, we would ask that you watch this video and then follow a link in the email to 

vote electronically. Voting will open that Sunday at 10am and close at 12:15pm. All communicant members are 

reminded of their responsibility to participate and vote in the elder election if able. 

     Third, the Session decided to resume Foundations for the Faith in a modified form. Because of various 

stipulations regarding food service we will not be having a meal for at least the first part of the Fall. We will have a 

Bible Study and prayer time for all ages. This will be from 7-8pm in the sanctuary. There will not be childcare or 

children’s/youth programs. We ask that everyone wear a mask during this time. We recognize that not everyone 

can make this time work. However, we wanted to have some form of discipleship ministry since most of our other 

opportunities won’t be happening. I will be leading the majority of these studies and it will be a continuation of the 

study from the spring: Life in a Fallen World. This is a topical study of various counseling and practical topics. 

     I want to encourage you all to keep pursuing the Lord in seeking to grow in your relationship with Him. Jesus 

says in John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” We must remain connected to Christ. Spend time with Him through 

daily study of Scripture and prayer. If you are not considered high risk for COVID-19, please make corporate 

worship a priority. We need to worship, and we need each other. Know that you are loved and prayed for regularly. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jon 



     Preschool News 
Preschool Reopening for the School Year: 
The preschool is excited to open classes again this fall. The first day of school is 
Wednesday, September 9th. The preschool staff worked diligently during August to 
prepare classrooms for the start of the school year and will continue to do so for the 
first day. The preschool updated policies and procedures to reflect guidance from the 
CDC and DHEC in  preparation for reopening. A play learning environment in which 
the children learn, play, and grow will be maintained. 
 

Message from the Former Director: Tiffany Dagenhart 
I greatly enjoyed serving the preschool as the director this past school year. Thank you for the support you have 
given to the preschool. While I will be staying home to take care of baby boy and his big brothers, my family will 
continue to be a part of the preschool family. This year has provided some challenges for us all, but in the 
preparation to transition to a new director and staff members, the Lord is certainly at work. I am so thankful for the 
evidence of His care and love for First ARP Preschool. 
 

Preschool August Summer Camps: 
During the month of August, the preschool opened for three 
weeks of summer camp. There were small numbers of 
students, but it was great fun for the kids after a long absence 
from preschool. [Photo to the left: The students made 
stegosaurus hats for Dinosaur Week] 
 

How Can You Support the Preschool this 
School Year: 
Substituting: There will be opportunities to substitute in 
classes. If you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact the preschool director, 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
Supply Donations: Please check the connector hallway and 
preschool hallway for cards indicating supply requests. A 
supply request list will also be included in the weekly church 
email. 

Preschool Director Introduction 
by: Mrs. Meghan Knight 

 
My name is Meghan Knight and I have been so blessed to have found the wonderful family here 

at First ARP Preschool. Prior to joining the First ARP team, I worked in schools throughout the 

country training my fellow educators in the philosophies of the schools of Reggio Emliia Italy as 

well as the Montessori method. I also served as an assistant principal to one of Charlotte’s top 

private preschools where my focus was teacher support and curriculum coordination. My 

passion is education and I have been in the field either as a teacher or administrator for the past 

10 years. 

I began my career right here in Rock Hill where I got my start with the College of Education at Winthrop University. At 

Winthrop I studied Special Education and Early Childhood. It was there that I met my husband, Blair. Blair and I now have 

a young son, Bishop, and 3 sweet puppies. Upon becoming a mommy my world shifted and I felt led to join a faith based 

school so that my son could grow up with God at the center of his life and the foundation of his education. I feel blessed 

to call First ARP my new home! Thank you for welcoming me into your community! 



 

Beginning Wednesday, September 9  
 

Our mid-week program, Foundations for the Faith,  
will resume the first Wednesday in September.  

 
Prayer time and Bible study are offered for all 

ages from 7-8pm in the Sanctuary. It's a 
wonderful time to be together as a church family, 

and grow in God's word.   

**Please be advised there will be no children’s programs and              

everyone who attends must wear a mask.** 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

There will be Congregational Meetings  

following both worship services on 

September 20, 2020 
for the purpose of electing Elders.  

 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. on 

November 15, 2020 
for the purpose of electing Deacons and Congregational Officers, 

adopting the 2021 church budget, and other general business.  
 

*Stay tuned for ways to participate digitally in these meetings.* 



Baptisms 
 

Hollis Elizabeth Berger  

daughter of Brandon & Sally Berger 

received the Sacrament of Baptism 

on August 9, 2020. 
 

 
 

Luke Ardrey Simpson  

son of Alex & Sarah Simpson 

received the Sacrament of Baptism  

on August 16, 2020. 

Celebrating New Life 
 

Join us in celebrating the birth of  

Eleanor “Ella” Green Smith  
daughter of Will & Lindsey Smith 

on August 13, 2020. 

Proud grandparents Ginger & David Smith.  



Honor the Lord with Gift Planning 
A note from:  

Alex Pettett, World Witness Executive Director 
 

Difficult days like these lead us to pause and reflect on how we can honor the Lord with what 

He has given us. For years, my wife and I have felt our Will was woefully out of date. Tithing is 

an important part of our walk, but until now, we had not thought Biblically about what it 

means to tithe after we leave this world. The ARP Foundation gave us the tools and guidance 

on how to provide for our children and optimize giving to ministries very dear to us, like World 

Witness, when it is our time to ‘go home,” 
 

We are thankful for the Foundation’s help to get “our house in order” and pray you will consid-

er doing the same.  
 

Learn how the ARP Foundation can help you “get your house in order by visiting:  

https://thearpfoundation.org/  
P.S. We ran this article because you need to know the ARP Foundation is there to help us all with free 

planning for World Witness, Bonclarken, Erksine or any ministry in the ARPC. –Pastor Barry 

Family Bible Conference videos 
are now available online! 

 
CEM has provided some great 

content from speakers, Dr. Ross 
and Dr. Gibson. Be enriched as 

you learn more about  
The Coming of the Kingdom       
with talks from the books of          

Acts and 2 Peter.  
 

A video from Emily Woodward 
regarding the ARPWM study book 

for 2020-2021 is also available.  
 

Watch them online at: 
arpcem.org/fbc  

https://thearpfoundation.org/
https://www.arpcem.org/fbc


Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
The Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen served a large group of 121  individuals 

lunch Thursday, August 20.  
 

The menu included hamburger stroganoff over penne pasta , peas, corn, 
bread, macaroons, and bottled water.  

 
 

The volunteers representing First ARP were:  
Carla Blumenfeld 

Angela Firollio  
Debi Hallman  
Fran Hancock  
Brad Ziegler 

Donna Ziegler 

 

On the third Thursday of every month a group of faithful  
servants from First ARP join to love their neighbors at the  

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen.  
 

Are you able to participate in this  
meaningful & fellowship-filled time?  

 
 

Contact Susan Gardner to volunteer! 
 

For more information about the Soup Kitchen visit:  
http://www.dorothydaysoupkitchen.org/  

Mark Your Calendar 

Next Serving Date: 

September 17 

 

http://www.dorothydaysoupkitchen.org/


New School Care Program 
by: Connie Kiser 

What a “surprise” this year has turned out to be.  None of us 
certainly expected to be away from our church, our friends and family, our “normal” life 
as long as we have been.  And yet here we are, starting a new school year in a manner 
none of us have ever experienced. Even though we all are struggling on different levels, 
most would all agree that our children are experiencing the most significant changes of 
all.  Almost every aspect of life is dramatically different, and many are too young to 
understand.   
One of the many blessings of being part of First ARP is the love and support and 
encouragement this church family gives one another.  Currently, for working parents, the 
current Rock Hill School District options of either Virtual School or Alternating Days in-
person is a very big hardship, especially for those with younger children.  When students 
only attend school 2-3 days a week, parents need something for the “off” days --- which 
is an opportunity for us as a church to serve. 
At their August meeting, our Session approved a ministry plan to help 
families with school age children. We believe that God is calling us to help 
by offering childcare on the days that students are not physically in 
school. The church will provide a safe place with adult supervision and 
WiFi from 8 am - 4 pm for elementary, middle and high schoolers while 
parents are working.  Students will meet in the adult classrooms on the 
second floor of Robinson Hall and will wear masks whenever they are in a room with 
other people.  Families will provide transportation to and from the church, as well as 
lunch and snacks each day.  We will only have 8-10 students at the most, and will include 
daily devotionals, playtime outside or in the gym, walks outside, etc -- but the primary 
emphasis for the children will be completing their school assignments and virtual 
learning.  
How can you help?? First and foremost—PRAY. We are stepping out in faith and trying 
something we have never done before. If you feel led to contribute towards the cost of 
this ministry, simply give to the General Fund. And while we plan to have two paid 
“teachers” we will need many volunteers to make this ministry happen (the families are 
contributing towards the cost of this, but the Session believes this is a ministry for our 
whole church). God has been faithful in guiding us as we prepare, and several volunteers 
have already committed to serve. THANK YOU not only for your willingness, but for being 
part of God’s way of encouraging us to step out in faith.   
Please contact me if you have any questions, need more information, are willing to 
volunteer or contribute, or would like an enrollment form.  Continue to pray for each 
other and all those in leadership and education. 



New Member Spotlight 
Join us in welcoming Sarah Boyd Simpson to the First ARP 

family. Sarah officially joined First ARP as a member on 

August 16, 2020, the same day her son, Luke, was 

baptized in the 11 o’clock service.  
 

Sarah works as a physicians assistant at Concentra Urgent 

Care off Celanese. Her husband, Alex Simpson grew up in 

this church and is the son of Jimmy and Beth Simpson. 

Member Birthdays 

2 
Kathryn Johnson Carreon 

 

3 
Luke Grigsby 

 

4 
Mary Kate Clayton 

Atkinson Dillingham 
Paul Dillingham  

Mike Looper 
 

5 
Ronnie Small 

 

7 
Avery Sanders 

 

8 
Ethan Barkley 

Michael Fischesser 
Kelley Tuttle 

 

9 
Jimmy Simpson 

 
 
 
 

10 
Margaret Harris Morgan 

Pearl Rhoad 
Melissa Russell 

Elliott Smith 
 

11 
Caleb Dagenhart 
Susan Gardner 

Jim Phillips 
 

12 
Jennifer Huey Ahl 
Brice Landstreet 

 

13 
Allison Boone 

 

14 
Ben Turner 

Collin Dozier 
 

16 
Ben Barkley 

 

19 
Sarah Dagenhart 
Susan Gunderson 

Nic Parker 

20 
Connor Kulbok 

 

21 
George Barron, Jr. 

 

22 
Jamey Leathers 

Adah Lesslie 
Jen Krinn 

 

23 
Jeannie Marion 

Kelsey Stutts 
 

24 
Merritt Wilkerson 

 

25 
Craig Gettys 

 

26 
Kim Grant 

Fran Hancock 
Beth Logan Harris Roach 

Ginger Lawrence 
 

27 
Karen Harris 

 

28 
Shane Graham 

Jody Rankin FitzGerald 
 

29 
Tom Roper 

Chet Wingate 
 

30 
Tiffany Dagenhart 

Tinsley Grigsby 
Hannah McKinney 



September Calendar of Events 

Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 

7:00-8:00 p.m.   

(all ages in the sanctuary) 

MONDAY, September 21 

• Session 

7 p.m. 

• Ladies Book Club (contact Connie 

Kiser) 

7:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, September 22 

• Ladies Bible Study (Hebrews) 

10:00 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 23 

• Foundations for Faith 

7-8 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, September 24 

• Ladies Bible Study (Genesis) 

12:00 p.m. 

• Circle No. 1 

7:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, September 29 

• Ladies Bible Study (Hebrews) 

10:00 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 30 

• Foundations for Faith 

7-8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Book Club 
Will meet Monday, September 

21st at the church at 7 p.m. 

 

This months book is The Book 

of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate 

 

Any questions please contact 

Connie Kiser. 

THURSDAY, September 3 

• Circle No. 2 

10:00 a.m. 
 

MONDAY, September 7: Labor Day 

• Church office closed 
 

TUESDAY, September 8 

• Ladies Bible Study (Hebrews) 

10:00 a.m. 

• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 9 

• First Day of Preschool    

• Foundations for Faith resumes 

7-8 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, September 10 

• Ladies Bible Study (Genesis) 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MONDAY, September 14 

• Circle No. 3 

        6:30 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, September 15 

• Ladies Bible Study (Hebrews) 

10:00 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 16 

• Foundations for Faith 

7-8 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, September 17 

• Ladies Bible Study (Genesis) 

12:00 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY, September 20 

• Congregational Meeting 

 

 

 


