
First ARP Church of Rock Hill Newsletter 



Celebrating New Life 
 
 

Congratulations to  
Jackson & Emily Emerson 

on the birth of their son 

Jackson Holt 

Emerson III 

August 15, 2021 
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Women’s Ministries News 
 

Fall Bible Studies 
 

Two weekly Bible studies are offered for women of all ages. Members 
and visitors are welcome - ladies, invite your friends and neighbors to 
join us!   

 

God of Deliverance: a study of Exodus 1-18  

by Jen Wilkin  
• Tuesday mornings in the Faith Room, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.,  

beginning September 7th 

• Thursday afternoons in the Faith Room, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m., beginning 
September 9th 

 
 

Circles 
‘Circles’ meet each month (September-May) for fellowship, prayer, 

projects and Bible study.  All circles welcome new members and will be 
studying Daniel by J. I. Packer.   

• #1 meets the first Thursday @ 7 p.m. in homes—starts Sept 2 
 Leader: Ginger Catoe 

• #2 meets the first Thursday @ 10 a.m. in the Faith Room—starts Sept 2 
 Leaders: Susan & Kathy Barron 

• #3 meets the first Monday @ 7 p.m. in homes—starts Sept 13 
 Leader: Ashley Barron 

• A circle for Fort Mill ladies is forming for the second Thursday @ 7p.m. 
 *contact Ashley Scott 



Pastor’s Message 
Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor  

 

If you are like me, it is hard to believe that the summer has 
basically come and gone. That is due, in part, to schools getting 
out so late and starting back earlier. It simply is hard to believe 
that we are now in September. The Fall is a wonderful time: the 
weather is cooler (or at least we can hope), football is back, and 
life is on a more normal rhythm. At the same time, COVID 
numbers are on the rise and it can feel as if we will never get 
back to normal.  

Through it all, the good and the bad, we must keep Christ at the center. As Jesus said in John 15, 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.” We must abide in Him. In order to do that, we must not let the 
busyness of life this Fall crowd out our time with Jesus: both corporately and privately.  

While corporate worship is the primary place for us to grow spiritually, there are plenty of other 
opportunities for this to take place. On Wednesday nights starting September 15th, we will resume our 
mid-week Bible study. Because of the pandemic, at least to start the Fall we will not have dinner or 
children/youth programs. However, this study will be for all ages. Our study will be on prayer and we 
will use the Lord’s Prayer as our guide throughout the semester. I encourage everyone, no matter your 
age, to plan to be a part of this time. We will meet in the sanctuary so we can spread out.  

Outside of church, we all have the responsibility to abide in Christ throughout the week. We 
should regularly study God’s Word and pray. Additionally, good books can really help us grow. A couple 
months of go I mentioned in an article that we had requested copies of the book Gentle and Lowly: The 
Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers. We received over 200 copies of this short, but excellent book. I 
strongly encourage you to pick up a copy (they are in both vestibules) and read it. If you would like, I 
would love to sit down and discuss it with you as you read or after you have finished.  

Lastly, I want to mention what we will be doing for our youth (middle and high school students). 
First, the professional staff committee is still actively looking for a youth director. Please keep this 
search in your prayers. In the meantime, we have some wonderful volunteers who are stepping up to 
help lead. For Sunday School, our high school students will be doing a topical study through the book 
10 Questions Every Teen Should Ask (and Answer) about Christianity. This will help address some of the 
major challenges to our faith. Our middle school students will be doing a topical study on identity and 
purpose using the Great Commission Publications. We really hope our youth will be actively involved in 
Sunday School. Also, we will have DGroups for our students which will meet bi-weekly so our students 
can fellowship and grow together in gender-specific groups. Parents, please make church your top 
priority for you and your children. 

Please be intentional about your relationship with God this Fall. It is easy to drift. And remember, 
we never drift towards God but always away from Him. Commit now to being in church if your health 
allows. As Hebrews 10:25 warns, “not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  
 
~ Pastor Jon 



 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 

A faithful group of volunteers served 30 guests on August 20 a meal of chicken, 
squash casserole, marinated tomato salad, rolls, cupcakes, and a snack. 

 

 
Volunteers: 

Fran Hancock 
Linda Neely 

Carla Blumenfeld 
Donna & Brad Ziegler 

Maggie Shaw 
Carmina Mateo 

 
 

To join this rewarding service contact Susan Gardner.  

Mark Your 

Calendar 
Next Serving 

Date: 

September 16 

Fall Kick-Off Tailgate 
 

 
Bring your lawn chairs and join us on Wednesday, September 8th for our fall kick-off tailgate.  

 
We will have the grills ready and all the fixings for make-your-own pizzas followed by homemade ice 

cream. 
 

White Street parking lot  
5:30 – 7:00 pm. 

  
We will have some tailgate tents and cornhole boards but feel free to bring your own. 

  
 

Please RSVP to the church office by  

Monday, September 6th 



September Bible Mastery:  
Nehemiah 

 
This month we will read and study 

Nehemiah. Nehemiah demonstrates 
bravery, leadership, faithful service to our 
steadfast God, and fortitude in the face of 
many obstacles—among other lessons to 

inspire our faith.  
 
 
 

 

It’s an amazing story from which we can learn much about living 
faithful lives as leaders or followers. 

 

Join us for some lively discussion, led by Sarah Dagenhart,  
September 29th at 6:30 p.m. 



A Message from the Technology  
Committee 

 

Over the last year, the technology committee has been very busy. We were able 
to upgrade the projector in Robinson hall, we were able to pivot during the pandemic and get 
live stream implemented. Over the last month we have upgraded the soundboard from an ana-
log to a new digital board which not only gives us a better quality sound through the livestream 
feed but allows the operator to get more precise control over the mix as well as a slew of new 
features among of which allowing the musicians to control their own levels through the moni-
tors. Also, thanks to Max Smith and his team, a new sound booth was installed. I must say, it 
looks like it was meant to be there. 
 

Moving forward for the next year… 
 We would like to get a WiFi hub into the youth area. 
 Update several computers. 
 New software for the livestream. 
 The sound operator duties will be separated from the diaconate and scheduling of those  

duties will be placed under the purview of the Technology Committee. The reason for this is 
simple. With the addition of the new board as well as the live stream it’s become apparent 
that with the increase in complexity that we need to have people that are trained for this. 
With that said we are looking for an additional 5 to 7 additional volunteers that are either 
technologically or musically savvy or are willing to learn to join our ranks.  

 

You can reach out to either Matt Krinn, Jeff Rutland, or Jamie McCallister to throw your names 
into the hat. Our contact information can be found in the church directory.  

Church-wide Fall  
Retreat 

October 15-17, 2021 
 

Now is the time to make your reservations for the 
Church Wide Fall Retreat. The total cost will be $100.00 per family.  We will be taking reser-

vations with a $50.00 deposit  
due by September 19th with balance to be paid by October 10th.   

 

Walt Alexander will be our Speaker Saturday Morning for Adults.  
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to be back at Bonclarken together with your church family!   
Reach out to Nora Madsen or the church office to make your reservation.  





2021  
Basketball 

 
 

Lord willing, we are going to be able  
to safely have a basketball season this year!  

In those hopes and as we plan, we need to know who 
is interested in coaching and playing.  

Please see the sign up sheets in the connector  
and fill out accordingly.  

This is also a great outreach opportunity for players 
outside of First ARP to participate.  

 
For questions, please contact Megan Madsen.  

Thank you to all who have so generously provided items from the pre-
school wish-list! Please pray for our teacher’s & student’s first day of 

school on Wednesday, September 1. 

Scan with your phone camera and donate to our  
Amazon wish-list! 



Summer Missions Report: Prayer Requests 
 

Frank and Emily van Dalen, serving in Lithuania 

• Prayers for stamina to serve children in sports camps 

• Prayers for more strong Christian leaders to serve and disciple during sports camps 
 

Sam and Martha-Margaret Cotten, serving in Rwanda 

• Legislation passed by the Rwandan government 3 years ago requires pastors to attain 

pastoral education within 5 years or face church shutdown. Yet, poverty and a lack of 

Bible schools makes compliance with this law very difficult for many pastors. Churches 

in similar theology and tradition to ARP’s are most affected. 

• Prayers for the preparation of these pastors through Sam’s effort to provide classes 
 

Julia Klukow, serving in Africa 

• Prayers for her acclimation to the culture 

• Prayers for opportunities to share the Gospel 
 

Steven Berry, serving as an RUF intern at University of Tennessee—Chattanooga 

• Prayers that this campus ministry will flourish and that God will use Steven to share the 

Gospel with college students 

 
--Submitted by Kay McKinney, Women’s Ministries Missions and Outreach Coordinator 

Women’s Ministries 2020 Woman of the Year 
 
She has been a member of First ARP for over 40 years.  
During that time she has been a faithful member of the 
choir, her Sunday school class, served on the diaconate and 
on the Congregational Care Committee.  She has organized 
inter-generational movie showings at the church along with 
flower arranging and tea parties.  In addition, she gives  
generously with her time, talents and resources in  
preparing meals for her church family.  She organized and 
ran the Tea Room several years during the Women’s  
Ministry Bazaars, has cooked Valentine’s Dinners, HARPs 
meals, assisted with church retreat meals as well as condo-
lence and Wednesday evening meals.  She is always willing 
to cook for any occasion and is in the kitchen any time it is 
open. Proverbs 11:25 says; “A generous person will prosper; 
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” 
In honor of her generosity and faithfulness to First ARP we 
are honored to acknowledge as 2020 Woman of the Year , 
Erin McManus. 



Christian Sympathy is extended to... 

 

Member Birthdays 
2 

Kathryn Johnson 
Carreon 

4 
Mary Kate Clayton 

Atkinson Dillingham 
Paul Dillingham  

Mike Looper 
5 

Ronnie Small 
7 

Avery Sanders 
8 

Ethan Barkley 
Kelley Tuttle 

9 
Jimmy Simpson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
Pearl Rhoad 

Melissa Russell 
Elliot Smith 

11 
Caleb Dagenhart 

Susan Gardner 
Jim Phillips 

12 
Jennifer Huey Ahl 
Brice Landstreet 

13 
Allison Boone 

14 
Ben Turner 

Collin Dozier 
15 

Graham Dagenhart 
16 

Ben Barkley 
19 

Sarah Dagenhart 
Susan Gunderson 

Nic Parker 

20 
Connor Kulbok 

21 
George Barron, Jr. 

22 
Jen Krinn 

Jamey Leathers 
23 

Jeannie Marion 
Kelsey Stutts 

25 
Craig Gettys 

26 
Kim Grant 

Fran Hancock 
Beth Logan  Roach 
Ginger Lawrence 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

27 
Karen Harris 

28 
Shane Graham 
Jody FitzGerald 

29 
Tom Roper 

Chet Wingate 
30 

Tiffany Dagenhart 
Hannah McKinney 

 
Jeff Lyon 

at the death of his brother 

Terrance Wayne “Butch” Lyon 
on August 8, 2021  

 
Doug & Angela Woods 
at the death of their son 

Harper McDowell Woods 
on August 22, 2021 



September Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 

 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. in Robinson Hall Worship 
Service geared toward special needs 
friends and families, but all are welcome 
to come and participate! 
 

Looking Ahead 
• Church-wide Fall Retreat, 

October 15-17 
• Congregational Meeting, 

November 17— 
Congregational meeting for the 
purpose of electing Deacons, 
approving the budget, and 
general business.   

WEDNESDAY, September 1 
• First day of Preschool 
 
THURSDAY, September 2 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team 

8:30 a.m. 
• Circle #2 

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m., Choir Room 
• Church Extension Committee 

6:30 p.m. 
• Circle #1  

7:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, September 6 
• Church Office Closed—Labor Day 
 
TUESDAY, September 7 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
 
WENDESDAY, September 8 
• Fall Kick-Off Tailgate 

5:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, September 9 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY, September 11 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 
SUNDAY, September 12 
• Rally Day—Adults 

10:00 a.m., Gym 
• Prayer & Unity Service 

6:00 p.m., Rock Hill Amphitheater 
 
MONDAY, September 13 
• Jeanie Alexander’s Prayer Team 

10:00 a.m. 
• Circle #3 

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, September 14 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, September 15 
• Foundations for Faith 

6:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, September 16 
• Dorothy Day Serving Opportunity 

9:30 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m., Choir Room 
 
MONDAY, September 20 
• Session  
        7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, September 21  
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, September 22  
• Foundations for Faith 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, September 23 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
• Just Joy 

6:30 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, September 24—   
SUNDAY, September 26 
High School Retreat, Bonclarken 
 
TUESDAY, September 28 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m. 
 
THURSDAY, September 29 
• Bible Mastery: Nehemiah 
        6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, September 30 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 

A Note from Orlando 
The Prayer & Unity service with  

Mt. Prospect Baptist Church  
to be held on Sunday, 

 September 12th will include an ensemble 
comprised of singers and musicians from 

both churches.  

If you wish to participate, please notify  
Orlando and also plan to attend rehearsal 
on Thursday, September 9 @  7:15pm in 

the Mt. Prospect sanctuary.  


