
 

First ARP Church of Rock Hill Newsletter 

You are invited to a reception honoring  
our Associate Pastor 

 

Philip S. Bunch 
 

Sunday, September 16  
following the 11:00 worship service 
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Women’s Ministries 
 

Fall Bible Study 
 

Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.  
OR Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. 

Tuesday group: Begins September 11  
Thursday Group: Begins September 13  

 

Join Women’s Ministries this fall to read Jen 
Wilkin's Sermon on the Mount and find out more about 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Cost of the book is $15. 

 

To sign up for this study contact Abby Talley 
(abby.talley@live.com // 704-806-0987) 

 

Circles 
 

‘Circles’ meet each month (September-May) for fellowship, prayer, 
projects and Bible study.  All circles welcome new members and will be 

studying Romans by J. I. Packer.   
 

• Circle #1 meets the first Thursday evening of each 
month in homes. Leaders are Ginger Catoe and Katie 
Beth Tinker.  

• Circle #2 meets the first Thursday morning of each 
month at the church. Leaders are Susan Barron and 
Kathy Barron.  

• Circle #3 meets the first Monday evening of each 
month in homes. Leader is Beverly Simpson. (In 
September will meet on the second Monday!) 

• NEW Circle #4 will meet in the Ft. Mill area - contact 
Abby Talley if you are interested in being part of this 
circle fellowship! 
 

Fundraiser 
 

Women’s Ministries is 
selling First ARP  
Church T-shirts. 

 

Adult sizes: $15  
Youth Sizes: $10 

 

Give orders and 
money to  

Ginger Catoe or  
Michele Harbin. 



September Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 
5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       
                     Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
*Special speaker on September 26* 

 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. in Robinson Hall Worship 
Service geared toward special needs 
friends and families, but all are welcome 
to come and participate! 
 

All American Athletes  
What? A special needs sports league for 
athletes ages 4-16 
When? Sundays, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
September 9th-October 7th 
Where? Tirzah ARP Church  
Questions? justjoy@firstarp.org 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

• September 15 from 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Anne Graham Lotz will present Effective 
Prayer “...for a time such as this…” at 
Winthrop Coliseum. Special music by 
Fernando Ortega. The events is hosted 
by the Seeking God of York County Task 
Force. For tickets or more info visit 
www.SeekingGodofYorkCounty.org       
or call 866-698-4253. 

• October 9 Meeting of Catawba 
Presbytery at First ARP Church 

• October 19-21 Church-Wide Retreat at 
Bonclarken 

• November 30 Christmasville Prayer 
Breakfast sponsored by First ARP & Mt. 
Prospect Baptist Churches  

• December 16 Lessons and Carols 

MONDAY, September 3: Labor Day 
• Church office closed 
 
TUESDAY, September 4 
• Preschool Open House 
        10:00-11:00 a.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, September 5 
• First day of Preschool 
• Foundations for the Faith resumes 
• Elder nominations due to church 

office 
 
THURSDAY, September 6 
• Catawba Area Coalition for the Homeless 

        11:30 a.m. in Robinson Hall 
• Circle No. 2 
        10:00 a.m. 
• Circle No. 1 
        7:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, September 7 
• Deadline for Budget inputs to the 

Finance Committee 
 
SATURDAY, September 8 
• Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
        7:00 a.m., Robinson Hall 
 
SUNDAY, September 9 
• All American Athletes  
        3:00-4:00 p.m. @ Tirzah ARP 
 
MONDAY, September 10 
• Ladies’ Book Club 
        7:00 p.m. 
• Circle No. 3 
        7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, September 11 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m. 
• Diaconate 

We rejoice with…  

Jim & Jan Phillips 
who celebrated their  

50th wedding anniversary  
on August 17.  

THURSDAY, September 13 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, September 16 
• Reception  honoring Philip Bunch 
        12:00 p.m., Robinson Hall  
 
MONDAY, September 17 
• Session  
        7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, September 18 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m. 
 
THURSDAY, September 20 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, September 21—   
SUNDAY, September 23 
High School Retreat, Bonclarken 
 
TUESDAY, September 25 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m. 
 
THURSDAY, September 27 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, September 30 
• Family Promise host week begins 
• Single Worship Service: Kirking of 

the Tartans  
        10:00 a.m. 
• Called Meeting of the Congregation 

to elect Elders 
        (Following worship service) 
• Brunch & Missions presentation 
        (Following Congregational Meeting) 



Pastor’s Message 
Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor  

 

   Since the congregation recently met and dissolved the pastoral 
relationship of our Associate Pastor Philip Bunch so that he can 
accept a call to be the pastor of the Fayetteville, Tenn. ARP Church, 
you might have some questions about the process of calling 
another associate pastor, or if that will happen.  The Session has 
understood the importance of having an associate for the past 16 
or so years, and at this point, it seems to be a given that we will 
continue our normal practice of calling an associate right out of 
seminary, or nearly so, to help equip us for the work God has given 
us, and to help train them for ministry in His Church. 
 
 

   When the Session is prepared to put names forward for an Associate Pastor search committee, they will call 
a congregational meeting in order to elect such a search committee for finding the next associate pastor.  
Once elected, this committee will meet with representatives from Presbytery’s Minister and His Work 
Commission in order to be advised on how to proceed and what steps must happen before a new associate 
can be called.  For example, some of this advance work involves coming up with a position description for the 
associate, in order to follow a directive in the form of government which states that the ‘terms of call for an 
associate pastor shall specify the particular function which he is to fulfill in the life of the congregation’.  
 
 

   Once these preliminary responsibilities have been completed, the search committee can go about its task to 
ascertain the man God is calling to be the next associate of this congregation.  This means they will read over 
resumes and data forms of many different individuals, keeping in mind that the rules of procedure of Catawba 
Presbytery state that the committee is to ‘give special consideration to ministers who are presently members 
of Associate Reformed Presbyterian presbyteries or candidates under care (i.e. seminary students) of its 
presbyteries.  Then, they will begin to match the individual to the position description and through much 
prayer and study, they will eventually rank their candidates and prayerfully decide the one they believe God 
wants them to call. 
 
 

   When they feel led to a certain individual, they get the presbytery involved once again and the Minister and 
His Work Commission meets with the candidate, and if approved, the commission will give permission for the 
search committee to report its readiness to the Session, and they will call a congregational meeting for the 
purpose of calling an associate pastor.  This whole process will take at least six months (and only if God 
especially blesses) and more likely will take in the neighborhood of 8-12 months from start to finish. 
 
 

   What happens in the meantime?  The Session’s Professional Staff Committee has discussed several options 
and is open to hiring some part-time pastoral help in the meantime for visitation, occasional preaching when I 
am on vacation and that sort of thing.  These details should get worked out in the next few weeks. 
 
 

   The most important thing you can do at present is to pray – pray for Philip and Courtney and their transition 
to Tennessee, and pray for the entire search process and that God will bless us with the right search 
committee and a brief and successful search process with the exact person we need for this next chapter of 
our congregation’s history.  He has been faithful to do that in the past, and I know He will continue to show us 
His faithfulness in the days to come. 



 

A note from  
Susan Gardner about  

Dorothy Day Soup 
Kitchen:  

 
 
 

“On August 16 we fed 65 hungry 
folks spaghetti casserole, tossed 

salad, garlic toast, fruit and 
dessert. Susan Eaves, Linda Neely, 
Carla Blumenfeld, Donna Ziegler 

and I volunteered today.   
 

We are still in need of volunteers and I would like to have someone to co-chair this program. This would 
involve committing to the third Thursday (but only a few, very rewarding hours), especially when I can't 

be there, and help with lining up volunteers each month.”  
 

A faithful group of volunteers from First ARP serve at the Dorothy Day Soup 
Kitchen on the third Thursday of every month and they are in need of more 

volunteers and a co-chair. Pray and consider if the Lord is calling you to 
serve in this wonderful, rewarding ministry!   

 

To join this rewarding service contact Susan Gardner: 
sgardner@comporium.net 

Mark Your Calendar 

Next Serving Date: 
September 21 



 

Calling all Elementary Age Singers! 
 

Please join Mrs. Jenny after dinner on 
Wednesday nights at 6:15 for Children’s 

Choir. We will sing, play the bells, and 
have a good time together!    

We start back September 12.  
See you then! 

 

Nursery & Sunday School 

Volunteer Opportunities  
 

Our nurseries are growing! God has blessed our 
church family with sweet babies and toddlers, 
giving all of us a wonderful opportunity to love 
and care for them. Each Sunday, volunteers are 

needed to staff three nurseries during both 
worship services (9:00 and 11:00 a.m.) and 
during the Sunday school hour (10:00 a.m.) 

 
 

Please prayerfully consider serving our children 
and families by becoming part of the regular 

rotation or serving as a last minute sub.  
 

Contact Connie if you are willing to be a part 
of our nursery ministry or are interested in 

teaching Sunday School;  you'll be rewarded 
with plenty of hugs, smiles and love.   

All volunteers must complete the church  
Child Protection Policy and have a  

background check (provided by the church.) 



 
 

 

‘Rally Day’ on August 26th marked the 
beginning of another year of Christian 
Education at First ARP Church.  In case 
you missed it, here are the available 

Adult Sunday School classes:  

Christian Life (Room 203, Robinson Hall) This class enjoys curriculum that is discussion-oriented with the 
teacher serving as a facilitator.  They enjoy praying for one another and always begin class with a time of 
prayer.  The class also enjoys going out together for dinner.  This Fall, they are beginning a new study 
entitled Changes That Heal by Dr. Henry Cloud. 
 

Covenant Life (Room 206, Robinson Hall) This quintessential small group includes members whose ages 
range from the 40’s to the 80’s and offers a diversity of thought.  This class largely revolves around open 
group discussion.  Their current study is Beyond Doubt: A devotional response to questions of faith by 
Cornelius Plantiga, Jr.  Class members enjoy fellowship outside of the classroom, going out for lunch after 
Sunday worship, always welcoming new members. 
  
Emmanuel Bible (Leonard Williams Classroom) Each Sunday, this class begins their time together singing 
hymns in worship.  These 50 through 70 year old “young at heart” adults focus on prayer concerns and 
praises from the church and community. The class uses The Christian Life series from Union Gospel Press. 
 

Fellowship  (Room 209, Robinson Hall)  This “fun, loving, caring” class is designed to be a low stress, no 
pressure Sunday School.  They are currently studying The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis.  All “ages and 
stages” are represented in this class and late-comers are always welcome.  
 

Grace Changes Everything (Room 205, Robinson Hall) is beginning The Gospel Project curriculum.  
Beginning with Genesis, this study goes through the entire Bible over the course of three years.  Our 
children and youth use this same curriculum, so each week families study the same Scripture, opening up 
avenues for sharing and discussions at home.   
 

Rogers (Room 108, Educational Building) Our “senior” class enjoys singing, studying the Bible and 
supporting various ministries of the church.  Their outreach ministries include the Red Cross, HOPE, 
Salvation Army, and Thornwell Home for Children.  They use the denominationally written curriculum, 
The ARP Quarterly, which is going through the Bible in 6 years.  This Fall, they will study the books of 
Esther, Daniel and 1 & 2 Chronicles. 
 

Spiritual Development (Room 208, Robinson Hall) This multi-generational class has a broad range of 
experience and interests. Their curriculum focuses on Bible study and contemporary Christian literature, 
with emphasis on spiritual growth and relevance to our daily lives.  They enjoy dynamic and lively 
discussions in class and are dedicated to learning more of God’s Word.   Their current study is on the book 
of Romans; they will begin a study of Hebrews in October. 



Foundations for the Faith resumes Wednesday, September 5 
 

Our mid-week program, Foundations for the Faith, resumes the first 
Wednesday in September. In addition to a delicious meal, classes 

and Bible study are offered for all ages. It's a wonderful time to be 
together as a church family, and grow in God's word.   

 

Volunteers are needed for this ministry! 
• Contact Connie or Luke if you are willing to volunteer with 

the children or youth   
• Contact Ginger Smith if you are willing to serve in the 

kitchen (prepping before the meal or cleaning after the 

Special Dates 

• September 26: Special 
Program by Benjamin 

Mushuyke, head of Reach 
the Children of Rwanda 

International and 
International Mission 
Associate for World 

Witness 

• October 31: Fall Carnival 

• December 6: Carol Sing-
Along (last Foundations of 

the year) 

Typical Wednesday 

Night Schedule 

• 5:30 p.m. Meal in 
Robinson Hall 

• 6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir 

• 6:15 p.m. Children & Youth 
Activities 

• 6:30 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study on the book of 
Daniel 

• 7:15 p.m. Adult Choir 



 
 

MEN’S 
FELLOWSHIP 
BREAKFAST 

 

SATURDAY MORNING 
SEPTEMBER 8 

7:00 A.M. 
ROBINSON HALL 

 

Ladies’ Book Club 
Ladies’ Book Club will meet  

Monday, September 10 @ 7 p.m.  
at the home of Ruth Todd. 

 

This month the group will be discussing: Seeking Allah, 
Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi   

 

ABOUT THE BOOK:  
In Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus, Nabeel 
Qureshi shares the powerful story of 
his journey from faith in Allah to faith 

in Jesus Christ. Along the way, he 
gives valuable insight into Islam, 
sharing cultural, intellectual and 

theological barriers that often stand 
in the way of Muslims accepting 

Jesus. However, despite his 
objections to Christianity, it was the 

friendship of Christians, the historical 
facts of the life of Jesus, and divine 

revelation through a dream and vision 
that convinced Nabeel of the truth of 
the Gospel. Nabeel's testimony will 

deepen your understanding of 
American Muslims and draw you 

closer to Jesus as you consider the 
amazing ways He works today.  

 
For more information contact Connie Kiser.  

(christianeducationdirector@firstarp.org OR 803-327-2009) 



 

 

 

October 16 at 12:00 p.m. 
 

Join in Robinson Hall where we will hear an update from John Gettys and 
Stephen Turner on the development of ‘Knowledge Park.’ 

 

You won’t want to miss hearing about this exciting venture for our city! 
 

Anyone interested is welcome to attend—  
stay tuned for more details on sign-ups, etc.  

 

What a picture-perfect day for a trip to Bonclarken!  Even though we had several last 
minute cancellations our group of 8 found as much delight on the road trip we did 

during our time on the grounds of our conference center. We all managed to purchase 
some treasures in the gift shop prior to a delicious potato/salad bar lunch in the dining 
room. Susan Frohlich’s love of history was certainly apparent as she led our tour of the 

Heidelberg House and briefed us on details of the purchase of the property, its first 
residents, and all the changes that have occurred since the purchase in the early 

1920’s. We walked around the grounds near Founders, Synodical, and Memorial Halls, 
the Lodge, the Chapel, and Mary Alice Cottage.....and were updated about the plans 

for renovating Founders Hall, building a multi-purpose gathering space near the Youth 
Activity Building, updating Synodical Hall. It’s always a joy to visit Bonclarken—these 

sacred grounds where we all have ‘Good-Clear-Vision’—and come away feeling 
refreshed, renewed, thankful, inspired, equipped, and closer to God and each other. 

There’s no place quite like it. Plan now to attend the Church Wide Retreat October 19-
21. (Those in attendance included: Philip Bunch-our trusted bus driver, Libby and 

Buzzy Elder, Carla Blumenfeld and her friend Sandy, Beth Simpson, Sarah Slough,  
and Jeanie Alexander.   

Congregational 
Service 

Committee 

If you want 
more 

information 
about the 

Happy ARP 
group (anyone over 50), 

contact Jeanie Alexander: 
jeaniealex@icloud.com 

mailto:jeaniealex@icloud.com


Member 

Birthdays 
2 

Kathryn Johnson Carreon 
3 

Luke Grigsby 
Alan Harbin 

4 
Mary Kate Clayton 

Atkinson Dillingham 
Paul Dillingham  

Mike Looper 
5 

Ronnie Small 
7 

Avery Sanders 
8 

Ethan Barkley 
Michael Fischesser 

Kelley Tuttle 
9 

Jimmy Simpson 

10 
Margaret Harris Morgan 

Pearl Rhoad 
Melissa Russell 

Elliot Smith 
11 

Courtney Bunch 
Caleb Dagenhart 

Susan Gardner 
Jim Phillips 

12 
Jennifer Huey Ahl 
Brice Landstreet 

13 
Allison Boone 

Kayleen Rankin 
14 

Ben Turner 
Collin Dozier 

 

16 
Ben Barkley 

18 
Stan Mauldin 

19 
Sarah Dagenhart 
Susan Gunderson 

20 
Connor Kulbok 

21 
George Barron, Jr. 

22 
Jamey Leathers 

Adah Lesslie 
23 

Jeanie Marion 
Kelsey Stutts 

24 
Merritt Wilkerson 

 

25 
Craig Gettys 

26 
Kim Grant 

Fran Hancock 
Beth Logan Harris Roach 

Ginger Lawrence 
27 

Karen Harris 
28 

Shane Graham 
Jody Rankin 

29 
Tom Roper 

Chet Wingate 
30 

Tiffany Dagenhart 
Tinsley Kate Grigsby 

Hannah McKinney 

‘Claiming God’s Covenant Promises’ 

 
 
 

We celebrate with  
Ryan & Katie Beth 

Tinker  
on the baptism  

of their son 

Callan Thomas  
Sunday, August 26, 2018.  


