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Church-wide Retreat: 
Bonclarken Conference Center,  

October 15-17 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We will celebrate the promise of the Messiah and the birth of Christ 
through our annual Lessons and Carols services on December 12th at 

both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. There will be music from the 
choir as well as brass, string, and percussion instruments. Traditional 

Christmas readings from scripture will be interspersed with carols and 
anthems from the congregation and choir.  Please invite your family, 

friends, and neighbors for this special time of worship. 

Sunday, December 12 
at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
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Reminders 
• Daylight Saving Reminder: 

Remember to set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed on Saturday, 

November 6  

• Communion: Sunday, November 14 at the 9:00 a.m.                           
and 11:00 a.m. worship services 

 

 
 

 

Prayer Walk 
Save the date!  

 
On December 4, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. First ARP will once again 

team up with Mt. Prospect Baptist Church for a ChristmasVille 
event. This year we will hold a Prayer Walk through downtown 

Rock Hill.  
Stay tuned for more details.  



Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor 
 

As you are reading this newsletter, I hope that you are 
enjoying the beautiful change in seasons. There is a huge 
yellow maple that I travel by every day as I come to the 
office, and that tree is a simple, yet beautiful reminder of our 
God who made heaven and earth, as Psalm 121 reminds us.  
In Psalm 19, David says the “heavens are telling the glory of 
God”. And for me, that’s also true with the earth, and I hope 
that all of us take the time to notice. 

     Something else we need to notice is that as you have probably heard or read by now, at its 
October monthly meeting, your Session has relaxed many of the pandemic protocols that had been 
in place. I hope that you don’t perceive that the Session is simply jerking us around with ‘now you 
need to wear a mask’, and ‘now you don’t have to wear a mask’. As always, the Session’s concern 
has been about the safety of all of us – all ages – children and adults alike, and that is why the 
layered approach of protocols has been recommended in the past. 
     One of the reporting numbers that the Corona Committee (physicians and pastors) has paid 
attention to is the positivity rate of testing in the state week-in and week-out. During their last 
meeting, the Session decided to use this number as a benchmark as to whether protocols need to 
be strengthened or relaxed. If the positivity rate goes over 8%, then protocols will be re-instated.  
As long as that number stays under 8%, the protocols will be relaxed.   
     As I write this article, that number is at 4.39% according to the Mayo Clinic. It has been steadily 
falling the last two months. Near the end of August, it was 14.35%, near the end of September, it 
was 10.27% and now here near the end of October it is 4.39%. So, you can see the steep decline, for 
which we are thankful, as I know are you. 
     With relaxed protocols, masks are optional in either service and at Sunday School. For those 
uncomfortable, there is still the Rogers Room offered as an on-site ‘mask only’ option during 
worship. The extra cleaning protocols have been suspended and vaccinated teachers no longer have 
to wear masks while they are teaching and/or keeping children. I know you have questions about 
when we can return to a Wednesday night meal and those sorts of things. Part of the challenge 
right now is not Covid numbers but fallout from Covid, meaning supply chain issues and the ability 
of our caterer to purchase the amount of food needed for the Wednesday night meal, as well as 
having the volunteers needed.   
     Rest assured the Session desires to return to practically all of the Pre-Pandemic schedule, and 
hopefully many of the issues that are a challenge right now will continue to fade with more time. In 
the meantime, please continue to pray for an end to this pandemic, and wisdom for your leaders as 
they seek to be faithful to the vows they have made with the decisions they make. Thank you for 
your prayers. 
 



 

 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 

On October 21st, 96 guests enjoyed a delicious lunch 
of  alfredo and meatballs, mixed greens salad, garlic 

bread and fruit pudding with a snack & drink. 
Volunteers this month were:  

Brad & Donna Ziegler, Fran Hancock, Maggie 
Strauss, and Jack Snyder. 

 

The third Thursday of each month volunteers from First ARP 
serve at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. They start preparing the 
meal at 9:30, serve from 11:30-12:30 then clean. Volunteers are 

welcome for any/all phases of the process.  
Just one hour can make a real difference in a very worthwhile 

ministry for our church and community.  

To join this rewarding service contact Susan Gardner. 

Mark Your Calendar 
Next Serving Date: 

November 18 

Youth Happenings 

 
The youth had a pumpkin carving and pizza party—the 

pumpkins were placed in the connector hallway to be voted 
on. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Our next get-together will be  

Saturday, November 13 at 7 p.m.  
for a bonfire, s’mores, hot chocolate, and  
music at David and Ginger Smith’s home.  

We will be collecting non-perishable food items for the 
HOPE House. Hope to see you there! 



Poinsettias 

During the season of Advent, white poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary in honor or 
in memory of loved ones. These plants remain throughout Advent, and may be taken 
home after the 9 p.m. Christmas Eve service, or donated to homebound members to 

enjoy.  
 

If you would like to participate, the cost is $15 per plant.  
Order forms will be located in the connector and outside the sanctuary beginning 

Sunday, November 7.  
If you are unable to get an order form, simply mail a check 

with a note indicating purpose and who your poinsettia(s) are 
in memory or honor of. 

 

The deadline to order is  
Sunday, November 21. 

 

Call or email the church office with any questions: 
803-327-2009 // lross@firstarp.org 

Operation Christmas Child 

Since 1993, more than 178 million children in more than 150 countries have 
received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. These boxes, filled with toys, 
school supplies and hygiene items, deliver not only the joy of what, for many 
kids, is their first gift ever, but also gives them a tangible expression of God’s 
love. Even during a pandemic, we want to pack and send shoeboxes because 

now, more than ever, children need hope. Cardboard boxes are available here at the church or you 
may use your own box.  NEW THIS YEAR are self-adhesive labels that allow you to pay for your box 
online and then receive information on where your box is delivered.  Instructions are on the labels, 
which are located at the Shoebox display in the connector.  If you choose not to pay online, please 

enclose cash or a check to Samaritan's Purse ($9 per box for shipping). 
 

Suggested items include: school supplies, bar soap/washcloths, small toys and games, flashlights with 
batteries, sewing kits, small tool kits, balls, etc.   

No food, candy or liquid are allowed (including lotions and toothpaste).    
 

Please return filled boxes by Sunday, November 28.  
Questions? Contact Connie Kiser.  

For more information about Operation Christmas Child click here 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B18V_GGLOCCBrand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImMGKyOuh3gIVGuDICh1FRARREAAYASAAEgJ-8vD_BwE


 
 

      On November 14th we will have our annual congregational meeting. This is scheduled for 
10:30am in the Sanctuary. While our denomination’s Form of Government requires us to have 
an annual congregational meeting, we should not approach this as just another box to check 
off the list of church events. Rather, this is an important time for church members to handle 
particular business. At this meeting there will be several items for the congregation to do.  

      The first order of business will be the consideration of the 2022 budget. If you aren’t aware 
how this process works in the ARP denomination, the diaconate prepares the budget, the 
session approves it, and then recommends it to the congregation for their adoption. You will 
receive a one-page Ministry Budget summation before you are asked to vote. Here at First ARP 
we have a faith and ministry-based budget. This means that the budget reflects the ministries 
to which we believe the Lord has called us. We believe that God will provide the resources 
necessary to accomplish these ministries. Therefore, it requires the congregation to take a step 
of faith believing that God will provide for this budget. Remember, we are called to walk by 
faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) and without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6). 
Moreover, it is up to all of us to give regularly to the general operating budget so that these 
ministries can continue. Please prayerfully consider the budget prior to the congregational 
meeting.  

      The second order of business will be the election of deacons. The office of deacon is 
primarily one of service. Deacons, per Acts 6, are responsible for the physical needs of the 
church: both the building and her people. We believe that God calls both men and women to 
serve in this office. Please prayerfully consider the list of candidates for this office prior to the 
meeting.  

      The third order of business for the meeting will be the election of congregational officers. 
The church will elect a chair, vice chair, and treasurer.   

      Finally, at the meeting we will consider any other general business needed. If you are a 
communicant member, please make every effort to attend this meeting. It is your right and 
privilege to vote in these meetings and doing so is part of seeking the peace, purity and 
prosperity of this local expression of the body of Christ. If you cannot attend due to the 
pandemic you will be able to vote online as you were able for the elders.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact one of the pastors or your elder.  



 

Special Presentation by Ann Beckham Gainey: 
The God Chair 

 
 

Ann Beckham Gainey, daughter of former pastor of visitation Roy 
Beckham, will be at Westminster Towers  

Friday, December 3, at 3:00 p.m.   
 

Ann's presentation is based on her personal story and is an en-
couragement to anyone going through times of trial and suffer-

ing, which she has written about in her book The God Chair.  
 

Here is her website with more info about her and the book -- 
 https://www.annbgaineyauthor.com/  

 

Contact Spencer Anderson for more information. 

Pre-register at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfEjtO68SYP22f0ncghueqXI8b6x5Bjj6tzU32ykFzqZaTJVA/viewform 

https://www.annbgaineyauthor.com/
https://www.annbgaineyauthor.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEjtO68SYP22f0ncghueqXI8b6x5Bjj6tzU32ykFzqZaTJVA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEjtO68SYP22f0ncghueqXI8b6x5Bjj6tzU32ykFzqZaTJVA/viewform


Church Wide Retreat 

We were very 

grateful to have 

Walt Alexander 

as our speaker 

for the  

weekend. 

Thank you to all 

who planned and 

served to make 

this weekend so 

special. 



Preschool News 
 
Our Preschool had a very busy month of October with a field trip to Blacks 
Peaches, Fall carnival, a Pumpkin parade and teacher workday with Polly 
Wingate.  Be sure and follow us on 
social media to keep up with this 
ministry.  We continue to be grateful 
for the financial and prayer support 
from the entire church family as we 
plant seeds in the hearts and minds 
of these children and minister to their 
families.   There truly is no greater 
joy. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
Ward Rutland 

2 
Karen Cable 

Sylvia Marshall 
3 

William Robbins 
4 

Melinda Haverlock 
5 

Eli Robinson 
6 

Ann Roddey 
7 

Julie Maloney 
Steve Southwell 

11 
Mary Margaret Donahue 

Janice Sutton 
Nanette Altman 

 
 
 
 
 

12 
Jim Hanna 

Don Harper 
Bill Nowicki 

Maggie Stallworth 
13 

Mary Evelyn Lewis 
14 

Jamie Raines 
15 

Amy Heinsohn 
Alexander Robinson  

16 
John Bailey 

18 
Matt Krinn 

Graves Barnes 
19 

Emily Norris  
20 

Mary Joyce Wright 
21 

John Aycock 
Dennis Cox 

Jeff Lyon 
Beth Pearson 

22 
John Sloop 

23 
John Pearson 

 

24 
Meg Dozier 

25 
Frank Wilkerson 

28 
David Barkley 
Rise Strickland 
Hollis Berger 

29 
Mark Cable, Sr. 
Natalie Krinn  

30 
Allison Krinn 
Ginger Smith 

Member 
Birthdays 

Special Fall Offering 

 

Twice each year, at Easter and Thanksgiving, the ARP Church  
receives a special offering to support some of the ministries of 

our denomination.  
On Sunday, November 21 you will have an opportunity to participate in this 

special offering.  
 You can also mail your contribution to the church office.  

The 2021 Fall Special Offering is for the benefit of ARP Ministries. 



November is  
HOPE Month 

Please bring non-perishable 
food items and place them in 

the blue container in the 
connector to help  

Project HOPE of Rock Hill.  

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 
6:30  p.m. Bible Study (All ages!) 

November Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

 

MONDAY, November 1 
• Circle No. 3 

6:30 p.m., Ginger Smith’s house 
 
TUESDAY, November 2 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• CE Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 3 
• Foundations for the Faith 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, November 4 
• Circle No. 2                                               

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
• Circle No. 1 

7:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, Nov 5-SUNDAY, Nov 7 
• Middle School Retreat 
 
MONDAY, November 8 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer  Group 

10:00 a.m.  
 
TUESDAY, November 9 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Diaconate                                                  

6:30 p.m.  
 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 10 
• Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, November 11 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
 
SATURDAY, November 13 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
• Youth Bonfire & S’mores 

7:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY, November 14 
• Communion 
• Annual Congregational Meeting              

10:30 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, November 15 
• Session                                                      

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, November 16 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 17 
• Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, November 18 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

9:30 a.m.  
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
 
SATURDAY, November 20 
• Catawba Children’s Retreat 

10:00 a.m., Tirzah ARP 
 
SUNDAY, November 21 
• Special Thanksgiving Offering 
• Deadline for Poinsettia orders 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 24 
• NO Foundations for the Faith 
 
THURSDAY, November 25 
• Church Office Closed 
 
FRIDAY, November 26 
• Church Office Closed 
 
SUNDAY, November 28 
• Advent begins 
• Deadline for Operation Christmas 

Child Shoeboxes 
 
 
 

REMINDER: 
Please share member life events with the church office! We would love to 
print birth announcements, wedding announcements, etc. Please email 
information to newsletter@firstarp.org or call the church office by the 

20th of each month for inclusion in the upcoming newsletter.  

Just Joy 
Will not have an in-person  
service this month due to 
Thanksgiving but be on the 
lookout for some worship  
materials that will be sent out 
to supplement our time  
together. 


