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Announcements 
• Daylight Saving Reminder: Remember to set your clocks back 

one hour before going to bed on Saturday, November 2  

• Communion: Sunday, November 10 at the 9:00 a.m.                           
and 11:00 a.m. worship services 

• New in the Church Library: God’s Hostage by Andrew Brunson  

• Prayer Team: Pastor Jon is going to start a prayer team 
beginning in January. This group will meet once a month before 
work to pray for the congregation and the community. While we 

will pray for all needs, we will especially pray for our young 
families, young adults/college students, as well as outreach. If 

you are interested in joining this group, please email Jon 
(associatepastor@firstarp.org)  

• Save the Date: The annual Just Joy Dance: A Tropical Escape will 
be held on January 25, 2020 

Music News 
By: Patrick Robinson 

 

Lessons and Carols 2019 – December 15 
 We will celebrate the promise of the 
Messiah and the birth of Christ 
through our annual Lessons and Carols 
services on December 15th at both the 
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. 
There will be music from the choir, a 
brass quintet, string quartet,              
percussion, piano, and organ.             
Traditional Christmas readings from 

scripture will be interspersed with carols and anthems from the congregation 
and choir. Ryan Tinker will assist as conductor for the orchestra and choir. We 
are grateful for Ryan’s talent and willingness to serve our church in this way. 
Patsy Surratt will be  featured on the piano. A jubilant arrangement of “Arise, 
Your Light Has Come” by David Danner will feature choir, organ, percussion, 
brass, and strings! We have worked very hard to make this a special service. 
The choir started rehearsing Christmas music in August. Please invite your 
family, friends, and neighbors for this special time of worship. 

 Bells are in the Air! 
 After several years without a handbell choir, we are 
excited that First ARP Church now has a dedicated 
group of ringers!  Members of the new handbell choir 
include:  Matt Krinn, Buzzy Elder, Nathan Robinson, 
Janie Cauthen, Betsy Dreier, Judy Simpson, Libby  
Elder, Terri Looper, Connie Kiser, Beth Simpson, and 
Erin McManus.  Ringers rehearse on Monday              
evenings from 7:00-8:00 and will play on Sunday,   
November 24,  December 8, and on Christmas Eve for the 9:00 service.  We 
look forward to hearing the  beautiful sounds of our handbells in worship 
soon! Many thanks to the  members for their dedication to the handbell choir! 

mailto:associatepastor@firstarp.org


Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 
 

     For the pastor’s message this month I want to give an overview of 
the Church-Wide Retreat in case you missed it. We had a wonderful 
time at Bonclarken, our denomination’s conference center, in Flat 
Rock, NC. If you have never been to the wonderful place of Bonclarken, 
you really are missing out. While it rained for most of Saturday, it was 
still beautiful, and we had a great time as a church family.  

     Brad Anderson was our speaker for the weekend, and he did an excellent job. His topic was, “The 
importance of children’s and youth ministry in the life of the local church.” Brad knows this topic well as he 
has been the director of youth ministry at First Pres Columbia for over 10 years and wrote his Doctor of 
Ministry dissertation on this subject. His main point was that God has tasked the entire church with the role 
of passing on the faith to the next generation. This responsibility does not just fall to the church staff, 
Sunday School teachers, or parents. Rather, we all must partner together to impart the truths of the 
Christian faith to our young people. Brad emphasized the point that, with God, there are no grandchildren. 
Rather, there is always the next generation who needs to be taught what we believe. Additionally, we are 
always one generation away from people not knowing the Lord (Judges 2:10). May we all realize our role in 
this and play it to the best of our ability for the glory of God.  

     There was also a lot of fellowship, conversation, and free time. On Friday night we played Bingo, emceed 
by our very own Mike Ridge and his Bingo-angel, Toni! Saturday afternoon included watching football, 
playing games, naps, and exploring Hendersonville. On Saturday night we watched a movie in one room 
and football in another.  

     I would be remiss if I failed to mention the food: boy did we eat well over the weekend. A special thanks 
to Ginger Smith, Erin McManus, the Madsens, the Kulboks, and others who prepared wonderful food. 
There were many wonderful conversations had over the delicious meals.  

     I believe retreats allow our church 
family to get to know one another in a 
different way. Folks who previously did 
not know one another had the chance 
to talk. These relationships will only 
strengthen the bonds within our 
church for years to come.  

  Please mark your calendars: 
next year’s retreat will be 
October 16-18, 2020! I would 
encourage you to block that 
weekend off and make 
attending the Church-Wide 
Retreat a priority. I promise, 
you will not regret it! 

—Pastor Jon 



 

 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 

October 17 was a busy day at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen.  
Carla Blumenfeld, Fran Hancock, Mike Kincaid, Rick London,       

Linda Neely, Jeff Rutland, and Brad & Donna Ziegler  
served grilled pork loin, rice & gravy, potato casserole, broccoli 

casserole, corn, cranberry/apple casserole, tossed salad, biscuits, 
dessert, and tea to 81 people! 

 
 

The third Thursday of each month volunteers from First ARP 
serve at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. They start preparing the 
meal at 9:30, serve from 11:30-12:30 then clean. Volunteers are 
welcome for any/all phases of the process. Just one hour can 
make a real difference in a very worthwhile ministry for our 

church and community.  

To join this rewarding service contact Susan Gardner: sgardner@comporium.net 

Mark Your Calendar 

Next Serving Date: 

November 21 

Ladies’ Book Club 
 

 
Ladies’ Book Club  

will meet  
November 18  

7:00 p.m. 
@ the home of 
Joanne Gaskin 

 
This month the group 

will be discussing: 
Tall Grass 

By Sandra Dallas 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

For more information contact  
Connie Kiser: 

christianeducationdirector@firstarp.org  
OR 803-327-2009 

SUNDAY, November 24 
3:00 p.m. in Robinson Hall 

 

Just Joy will hold its fourth ‘Just Joy  
Talent Show.’ Come out to see, hear, and 
cheer on our attendees as they share the 

gifts God has given them through         
singing, dancing, reading,                              

and other ways.   
 

There will be a brief devotional following 
all of the talent performances.   

 

This will take the place of our regularly 
scheduled November Just Joy.  



Our 3rd-5th grade 
Sunday School class, led by  
Jody Rankin & Amy Kulbok, 

built Ebenezers to remember 
God's  faithfulness in history           

and in their own lives.  
 

We are thankful for faithful teachers who help our  
children learn the truths of the Bible and how they 

impact their lives.   

Poinsettias 
 

During the season of Advent, white poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary in honor or in memory of loved ones. 
These plants remain throughout Advent, and may be taken home after the Christmas Eve service, or donated to 

homebound members to enjoy.  
 

If you would like to participate, the cost is $15 per plant.  
Order forms will be located in the bulletin and in the connector beginning Sunday, November 3.  

 
 

The deadline to order is Sunday, November 24. 
Call or email the church office with any questions: 

803-327-2009 // administrativeassistant@firstarp.org 

Operation Christmas Child 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes will be available in the connector for anyone to take and fill. 

Our elementary students will be filling boxes on Wednesday, November 20                                                  
and would appreciate any donations.  

 

Items to donate include: 
• Toothbrushes 

• Hair brushes & hair accessories 
• Bar soap 

• Washcloths 
• School supplies 

• Socks 
• Small toys & games 

• Flashlights w/extra batteries 
• NO CANDY OR LIQUIDS– INCLUDING TOOTHPASTE 

 

Please leave all donations in the connector by Sunday, November 17.  

For more information about Operation Christmas Child click here 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B18V_GGLOCCBrand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImMGKyOuh3gIVGuDICh1FRARREAAYASAAEgJ-8vD_BwE


 
 

      On November 17th we will have our annual congregational meeting. This is scheduled for 10:30am in the Sanctuary. 
While our denomination’s Form of Government requires us to have an annual congregational meeting, we should not 
approach this as just another box to check off the list of church events. Rather, this is an important time for church 
members to handle particular business. At this meeting there will be several items for the congregation to do.  
      The first order of business will be the consideration of the 2020 budget. If you aren’t aware how this process works 
in the ARP denomination, the diaconate prepares the budget, the session approves it, and then recommends it to the 
congregation for their adoption. You will receive a one-page Ministry Budget summation before asked to vote. Here at 
First ARP we have a faith and ministry-based budget. This means that the budget reflects the ministries to which we 
believe the Lord has called us. We believe that God will provide the resources necessary to accomplish these 
ministries. Therefore, it requires the congregation to take a step of faith believing that God will provide for this budget. 
Remember, we are called to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) and without faith it is impossible to please God 
(Heb. 11:6). Moreover, it is up to all of us to give regularly to the general operating budget so that these ministries can 
continue. Please prayerfully consider the budget prior to the congregational meeting.  
      The second order of business will be the election of deacons. The office of deacon is primarily one of service. 
Deacons, per Acts 6, are responsible for the physical needs of the church: both the building and her people. We believe 
that God calls both men and women to serve in this office. Please prayerfully consider the list of candidates for this 
office prior to the meeting.  
      The third order of business for the meeting will be the election of congregational officers. The church will elect a 
chair, vice chair, and treasurer.   
      Finally, at the meeting we will consider any other general business. If you are a communicant member, please make 
every effort to attend this meeting. It is your right and privilege to vote in these meetings and doing so is part of 
seeking the peace, purity and prosperity of this local expression of the body of Christ.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact one of the pastors or your elder.  

 

Congregational Service Committee 
The Congregational Service Committee held a fall Soup 
and Salad luncheon for its members and friends Tuesday, 
October 22, in Robinson Hall at First ARP. Twenty two 
guests enjoyed their choice of potato soup, vegetable 
beef, or chicken-corn chowder as well as a variety of   de-
licious salads and desserts. A pumpkin making craft ac-
tivity led by Jan Phillips ended the hour of fellowship and 
good food. 
 
The CSC is a Diaconate committee that ministers to    
widows, widowers, and others who are experiencing     
life- changing events through calls, cards, and visits 
throughout the year.  If you would be interested in     
serving on this committee, please contact Fran Hancock, 
Marsha Vogel, or Debbie Turner.  



Thanksgiving Events 

Thanksgiving Dessert & 
Fellowship 

 

Join in a Thanksgiving celebration at Ebenezer 
ARP with our brothers and sisters from local ARP 
Churches. Each family is invited to bring a dessert 

for them and others to enjoy during this time of 
fellowship. Our own associate, Pastor Jon 

Oliphant, will be speaking. 

 
Tuesday, November 26 

7:00 p.m. 
Ebenezer ARP 

Thanksgiving Fellowship 
Breakfast 

 

We will have our annual Thanksgiving Breakfast 
hosted by the men of the church. If you would like 

to help, please contact Eric Madsen (803-366-
6636 or madsenhouse@comporium.net) —  

we have a job for everyone!  

 
 

Thursday, November 28  
7:30-8:30 a.m. 
Robinson Hall  

Friday, December 6 
Beginning at 7:00 a.m. 

First ARP Gym 

 A Rock Hill ChristmasVille Festival community event co-sponsored  by First ARP and Mt. Prospect  
Baptist Churches. Proceeds from this event will be divided between Manna House Pantry, The Life 

House, and Fostering the Family. The event will include a buffet breakfast, keynote speaker, Dr. Barry 
Dagenhart, a prayer for the community by Rev. Julian Thompson of Mt. Prospect Baptist Church,              

and remarks from Mayor John Gettys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Volunteers are needed to assist with set-up, decorating, food prep, greeting, serving, and clean up.  
Additionally, the planning committee is in search of live greenery and tea light votives the day of the event  .   

Please contact Shellie Sloop to offer your assistance (shelliesloop1969@gmail.com or 803-370-2455). 

A limited number of tickets are available for $10. 
They can be purchased at Foundations for the Faith and on  

Sunday morning until they are sold out.  
Tickets must be purchased in advance. 

mailto:shelliesloop1969@gmail.com


Mark Your Calendars 
Women’s Ministries Christmas Tea 

December 8 
 

Circles 
‘Circles’ meet each month (September-May) for fellowship, prayer, projects and Bible 

study. All circles welcome new members and will be studying Daniel by J. I. Packer.   
• Circle #1 meets the first Thursday evening of each month in homes 

• Circle #2 meets the first Thursday morning of each month at the church 
• Circle #3 meets the first Monday evening of each month  

• Circle #4 - Fort Mill Circle. Meets the second Thursday of each month 

Place your order on the sign-up sheet  
in the connector 

Questions? Contact Ginger Catoe or Ginger Smith 

Retreat 
FEBRUARY 21-23, 2020 

GREENVILLE, SC 
 

• MARK  YOUR CALENDAR NOW 
• RESERVE YOUR TICKET AND YOUR ROOM SOON 

 
 

Friday night and Saturday morning:                                                                                  
Biblical Theology Workshop for Women  

with Nancy Guthrie 
 

Saturday afternoon-evening and Sunday morning: 
Fellowship, Food, Fun, Worship, & Prayer 

 

See the Women’s Ministries bulletin board 
in the connector for more info! 



 

 

 

What a treat it was to learn so much about Miracle Park at our October 
HARPs luncheon!  Kylie Carroll, Executive Director, and Warren Norman, 
who will oversee construction of the park, shared photos and extensive 
information about this wonderful park and programs for individuals who 
are differently able.  We learned that the idea for this inclusive park was 
borne out of a conversation between Warren Norman and David Williams, 
who, for three years, have brainstormed ideas, formed a committee,  
sought support, located prime property, talked with parents of children 
and adults who have special needs, and this week, will meet with 
Governor McMaster to inform him of this grand idea and their plans.   

Miracle Park, we learned, will have several ball fields, a playground, a 
splash pad, a sensory garden, and eventually a coffee shop manned by 
workers who have special needs too.  Parks, Recreation and Tourism will 
coordinate the Miracle Leagues and other programs.   

For more information or to donate to Miracle Park, go to 
miracleparkrockhill.com.   

Dear Friends, 
Our HARPs Ministry is at a crossroads and we need to hear from you! If you aren’t aware, HARPs stands for Happy 
ARPs and is a ministry for our members and friends who are in the over 55 age range. Quarterly luncheons catered 
by our First ARP chefs Ginger Smith or Erin McManus, followed by interesting programs with speakers from the 
local community, provide a time of fellowship and learning. Occasional outings and some overnight trips provide 
even more opportunities to get to know fellow church members. 
 
At the end of this year, HARPs will need the following positions filled: chairperson, food preparation, program 
planning, and trip planning. 
 
This is an important ministry in our church, but we need more participation to keep it going. Won’t you consider 
helping? Please let me or Jeanie Alexander know if you are willing to fill one of the vacant positions or participate 
in a brain-storming session on January 9 at 2 pm in the Faith Room. 
 
Debbie Turner 
2019 HARPs Chair 

The HARPs voted this fall to donate  $100 to each of the following causes: 

• To Rob and Alena Cushman, houseparents at Cook-Miller home at Palmer Home for Children 

• To items needed by residents at the Cook-Miller Home at Palmer. (Sarah Donahue is out of school and has a 

job; Mary Margaret is in college; Trip and Ann Grace live in the Cook-Miller home.) 

• Support for Jeff and Suzanne Allers, missionaries in Germany 

The December HARPs Luncheon will be held Friday, December 13  

at Westminster Towers. Stay tuned for more information! 



2 
Karen Cable 

3 
William Robbins 

4 
Melinda Haverlock 

5 
Eli Robinson 

6 
Ann Roddey 

7 
Margaret Robinson 

11 
Mary Margaret Donahue 

Janice Sutton 
12 

Jim Hanna 
Don Harper 
Bill Nowicki 

13 
Mary Evelyn Lewis 

14 
Jamie Raines 

15 
Amy Heinsohn 

Alexander Robinson  
18 

Herb Roberts 

19 
Emily Norris  

20 
Mary Joyce Wright 

21 
John Aycock 
Dennis Cox 

Jeff Lyon 
Beth Pearson 

22 
John Sloop 

23 
John Pearson 

24 
Meg Dozier 

25 
Frank Wilkerson 

28 
David Barkley 

Rise Strickland 
29 

Mark Cable, Sr.  
30 

Peggy Murdock 
Ginger Smith 

Christian sympathy is extended to… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.  
Psalm 116:15 

The family of 

Donald Eugene McKnight 
at his death 

on  October 9, 2019 

Member 
Birthdays 

Special Fall Offering 
Twice each year, at Easter and Thanksgiving, the ARP Church  

receives a special offering to support some of the ministries of our denomination.  
On Sunday, November 24  

you will have an opportunity to participate in this special offering.  
The 2019 Fall Special Offering is for the benefit of: Christmas Benevolent Fund, Erskine Theological 

Seminary, Outreach North America, and American Bible Society. 



November is  
HOPE Month 

Please bring non-perishable 
food items and place them in 

the blue container in the 
connector to help  

Project HOPE of Rock Hill.  

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 
5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       
                     Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. in Robinson Hall Worship 
Service geared toward special needs 
friends and families, but all are welcome 
to come and participate!  
**This month, the Talent Show on 11/24 
will take the place of the regularly 
scheduled Just Joy Worship.** 

November Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
Communion: 11/10/2019 

 

SUNDAY, November 3 
• DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
• Disciples & Warriors Men’s Class       

4:30 p.m., Faith Room  
 
MONDAY, November 4 
• Circle No. 3                                                

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, November 5 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 6 
• Preschool Family Chapel                            

9:00 a.m. 
• Foundations for the Faith 
 
THURSDAY, November 7 
• Circle No. 2                                               

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Catawba Area Coalition for the Homeless 

11:30 a.m., Robinson Hall 
• Circle No. 1                                                

7:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, Nov. 8-Sunday, Nov. 10 
Middle School Retreat @ Bonclarken 
 
SATURDAY, November 9 
• Men’s Fellowship Breakfast                

7:00 a.m.  
 
SUNDAY, November 10 
• Communion                                                    

9 a.m. & 11 a.m. worship services 
• Disciples & Warriors Men’s Class        

4:30 p.m., Faith Room  
 
MONDAY, November 11 
• Jeanie Alexander Vision Team Prayer 

Meeting,   10:00 a.m. @ Jeanie’s home 
• Christian Education Committee Mtg.   

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, November 12 
• Diaconate                                                  

6:30 p.m.  
 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 13 
• Foundations for the Faith 
 

THURSDAY, November 14 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Circle No. 4                                             

7:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, November 17 
• Annual Congregational Meeting              

10:30 a.m. 
• Disciples & Warriors Men’s Class       

4:30 p.m., Faith Room  
• WM Casserole Sale Order Deadline  
 
MONDAY, November 18 
• Session                                                      

7:00 p.m. 
• Ladies’ Book Club                                     

7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 20 
• Foundations for the Faith 
 
FRIDAY, November 22 
• Preschool Thanksgiving Program 
 
SUNDAY, November 24 
• Just Joy Talent Show & Worship Service 

3:00 p.m., Robinson Hall  
• Women’s Ministries Casserole Sale,   

Pick-up after church  
 
TUESDAY, November 26 
• Thanksgiving Dessert & Fellowship  

7:00 p.m., Ebenezer ARP Church 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 2 
• NO Foundations for the Faith 
 
THURSDAY, November 28 
• Church Office Closed 
• Thanksgiving Breakfast                          

7:30 a.m., Robinson Hall 
 
FRIDAY, November 29 
• Church Office Closed 
 
 


