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You’re Invited 
to the ordination service of 

Luke Grigsby 

Sunday, November 8 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

*A socially-distant reception to follow in the gym.* 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A modified, simplified  
service of Lessons & Carols  

will be held on:  

Sunday, December 13 
at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
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Reminders 
• Daylight Saving Reminder: 

Remember to set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed on Saturday, 

October 31  

• Communion: Sunday, November 15 at the 9:00 a.m.                           
and 11:00 a.m. worship services 

 

 
 

 

Prayer Walk 
Save the date!  

 
On December 5, 2020 First ARP will once again team up with Mt. 
Prospect Baptist Church for a ChristmasVille event. This year we 

will hold a Prayer Walk through downtown Rock Hill.  
Stay tuned for more details.  



Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor 
 

As many of you are aware, the General Synod finally was able 
to meet October 22 and 23 at First Columbia. We appreciate 
that congregation’s willingness to host as it was certainly a lot 
of work for them. My purpose with this article is to bring you 
up to date on why it was so important for us to meet even in 
a time of pandemic.   

     In addition to the normal business we needed to conduct – such as Board and Agency Reports 
with their recommendations from ministries such as Bonclarken, Christian Education Ministries, 
Erskine, Outreach North America and World Witness, there was also the need to spend a lot of time 
on the report from a special committee known as the Moderator’s Blue Ribbon Committee (MBRC) 
which was appointed to deal with the issue of an actuarial deficit in the denomination’s retirement 
plan. 

     Once preliminaries were handled and out of the way on the first day of business, the Synod dealt 
with the MBRC report the rest of that day until 9:00 p.m. and then began the next morning and 
finally finished before lunch. There were only seven recommendations in that committee report, so 
that tells you the amount of discussion that this challenge raised among the members of the Synod.   

     To make a long story short, our retirement plan has a deficit for several different reasons including 
though not limited to some bad years in the stock market, extremely low interest rates for an 
extended period of time, increased longevity for the plan’s participants necessitating updated 
mortality tables, and fewer younger people coming into the plan. As of 2020, the plan has over 56 
million dollars in assets, but has a liability of over 69 million dollars – meaning a deficit of 13 million 
dollars. 

     The bad news is that this is a formidable challenge for such a small denomination. The good news 
is that we love and serve a big God, for whom 13 million is just a drop in the bucket. Please pray that 
God will direct those with abundant financial resources to make a difference as we try (Synod-wide) 
to begin to pay back this deficit. Most of the recommendations we approved have to do with a plan 
to begin to pay off this deficit – including gathering unrestricted funds from several agencies and 
boards to at least pay a 3 million dollar payment soon (or more if possible), and then directing 20% 
of total Denominational Ministry Fund giving (i.e. all General Fund monies coming to the 
denomination) annually to this deficit.   

     If no outside help comes in, this method of dealing with the deficit will take around 20 years to 
fully fund. Hopefully, individuals, congregations, even Presbyteries will be generous, and God will 
help us to deal with this sooner.  Will you pray with me to that end?  Thanks for your prayers. By the 
way, I appreciated Synod’s attitude to take care of all of those who have served, and their widows, 
and to make sure that they receive all they are due. And moving forward, we will be transitioning to 
a Defined Contribution Plan, as opposed to a Defined Benefit Plan as we have now, so pray for this 
transition to go well. 

 

 



 

 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 
 
 

On October 15th, approximately 100 people enjoyed a 
delicious lunch of  spaghetti and meatballs, vegetables, 
garlic toast and dessert  at Dorothy Day. Volunteers this 

month were:  

Donna Ziegler, Linda Neely, Barbara Miles,  
and Wayne & Susan Gardner. 

 

The third Thursday of each month volunteers from First ARP serve 
at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. They start preparing the meal at 
9:30, serve from 11:30-12:30 then clean. Volunteers are welcome 

for any/all phases of the process.  
Just one hour can make a real difference in a very worthwhile 

ministry for our church and community.  

To join this rewarding service contact Susan Gardner. 

Mark Your Calendar 
Next Serving Date: 

November 19 

Ladies’ Book Club 
 

 
Ladies’ Book Club  

will meet  
November 16  

7:00 p.m. 
@ the church 

 
This month the 
group will be 
discussing: 

The Christmas 
Spirits on Tradd 

Street 
By Karen White 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information contact  
Connie Kiser: 

christianeducationdirector@firstarp.org  
OR 803-327-2009 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwIYjJMb3qFfs8x_91xwQqiEhoYS10ipkjW3oWUFPZuujUhQ/viewform


Poinsettias 

During the season of Advent, white poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary in honor or in memory of 
loved ones. These plants remain throughout Advent, and may be taken home after the Christmas Eve 

service, or donated to homebound members to enjoy.  
 

If you would like to participate, the cost is $15 per plant.  
Order forms will be located in the connector and outside the sanctuary beginning Sunday, November 1.  
If you are unable to get an order form, simply mail a check with a note indicating purpose and who your 

poinsettia(s) are in memory or honor of. 

 

The deadline to order is Sunday, November 22. 
Call or email the church office with any questions:803-327-2009 // lross@firstarp.org 

Operation Christmas Child 
Since 1993, more than 178 million children in more than 150 countries have received an Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox. These boxes, filled with toys, school supplies and hygiene items, deliver not only the joy of 
what, for many kids, is their first gift ever, but also gives them a tangible expression of God’s love. Even during 

a pandemic, we want to pack and send shoeboxes because now, more than ever, children need hope.  All  
members are encouraged to participate by filling a box with items for a girl or boy.  Plastic shoeboxes are  

available in the connector, or you are welcome to provide your own (plastic or cardboard).   
 

Suggested items include: school supplies, bar soap/washcloths, small toys and games, flashlights with 
batteries, sewing kits, small tool kits, balls, etc.   

No food, candy or liquid are allowed (including lotions and toothpaste).    
Please include $9 in your box to cover shipping (cash or check made out to Samaritan's Purse) OR pay shipping 
online at www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/ and print a label that allows 

you to know which country your box goes.    
 

Please return filled boxes by Sunday, November 22.  
Questions? Contact Connie Kiser.  

For more information about Operation Christmas Child click here 

Advent Workshop 
Sunday, November 22 

Families of all ages and stages are invited to an Advent Workshop on Sunday, November 22 following 

the 11:00 service.  Families will spread out in Robinson Hall, enjoy lunch and make a Jesse Tree or Ad-

vent Wreath for home devotions during the season of Advent.  Cost of the workshop is $25/family, 

which includes a boxed lunch.   

Contact Connie Kiser to register by Sunday, November 15.  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B18V_GGLOCCBrand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImMGKyOuh3gIVGuDICh1FRARREAAYASAAEgJ-8vD_BwE


 

 

 
 

Congratulations to  
Katherine & Jeffery Rutland 

on the birth of their twins 

Anne Ruth Rutland 
& 

Jones Logan Rutland 
on October 10, 2020.  

 
Proud grandfather is Johnny Logan.  

 
 

      On November 15th we will have our annual congregational meeting. This is scheduled for 10:30am in the Sanctuary. 
While our denomination’s Form of Government requires us to have an annual congregational meeting, we should not 
approach this as just another box to check off the list of church events. Rather, this is an important time for church 
members to handle particular business. At this meeting there will be several items for the congregation to do.  

      The first order of business will be the consideration of the 2021 budget. If you aren’t aware how this process works 
in the ARP denomination, the diaconate prepares the budget, the session approves it, and then recommends it to the 
congregation for their adoption. You will receive a one-page Ministry Budget summation before you are asked to vote. 
Here at First ARP we have a faith and ministry-based budget. This means that the budget reflects the ministries to 
which we believe the Lord has called us. We believe that God will provide the resources necessary to accomplish these 
ministries. Therefore, it requires the congregation to take a step of faith believing that God will provide for this budget. 
Remember, we are called to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7) and without faith it is impossible to please God 
(Heb. 11:6). Moreover, it is up to all of us to give regularly to the general operating budget so that these ministries can 
continue. Please prayerfully consider the budget prior to the congregational meeting.  

      The second order of business will be the election of deacons. The office of deacon is primarily one of service. 
Deacons, per Acts 6, are responsible for the physical needs of the church: both the building and her people. We believe 
that God calls both men and women to serve in this office. Please prayerfully consider the list of candidates for this 
office prior to the meeting.  

      The third order of business for the meeting will be the election of congregational officers. The church will elect a 
chair, vice chair, and treasurer.   

      Finally, at the meeting we will consider any other general business, including the possibility of purchasing adjoining 
property. If you are a communicant member, please make every effort to attend this meeting. It is your right and 
privilege to vote in these meetings and doing so is part of seeking the peace, purity and prosperity of this local 
expression of the body of Christ. If you cannot attend you will be able to vote online as you were able for the elders.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact one of the pastors or your elder.  

Celebrating New Life 



 
Bonfire & 
S’mores  

Family Event 
Hosted by the  

Family Life Committee 

Congratulations to  

William Robbins  
& 

Emily Snipes 
who were united in marriage on  

Saturday, October 24 in Columbia, SC. 



 

 

Circles 
‘Circles’ meet each month (September-May) for fellowship, prayer, projects and Bible study. All 
circles welcome new members and will be studying Knowing the Bible: Acts by Justin Holcomb 

($10).  
• Circle #2 meets the first Thursday morning of each month at the church 

• Circle #3 meets the first Monday evening of each month at the church 
 

New Member Spotlight 
On Sunday, September 26, our church welcomed three new members, including two students who 

completed our Communicants Class in spite of the pandemic and professed their faith.  
Join us in welcoming these new church members.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dolly came to First ARP upon her marriage to Scott Allan. She is the founder 

of Riverview Counseling and is a Therapist and Mental Health Counselor. 

Dolly has a grown daughter, Abigail, who is married to Daniel, and a teenaged 

son, Ethan. Take time to welcome Dolly!  

Addison is the daughter of Mitch and Megan Sanders, and is a 7th grader at 
Westminster Catawba Christian School, where she plays volleyball and 
basketball and is on the honor roll. Addison loves swimming, kayaking and going 
to Camp Bonclarken in the summers. She enjoys writing and hopes to be a 
lawyer when she grows up.  In addition to her parents and sister Avery, Addison 
lives with two dogs, Lucy and Carolina, and a guinea pig named Stewie. 
Addison's favorite Bible verse is John 3:16.  

Christian is the son of Dave and Amy Kulbok, and grandson of Robert and Barbara 
Lesslie.  He has two older siblings, Connor and Caris, four cats and a dog, and plays 
the euphonium. Christian is in the 7th grade at York Preparatory Academy, and his 
favorite subject is Social Studies. He loves to watch movies, read and play video 
games, and hopes to be a computer programmer when he is older. Christian's 
favorite Bible verse is Isaiah 40:31 



It is a JOY to be back together in our small group Sunday School classes. For those who have not been involved in 
Sunday School in the past, this is the perfect time to start!  Three adult classes have resumed meeting in larger rooms 

that allow for social distancing: Christian Life, Grace Changes Everything, and Spiritual Development -- and would 
love for you to visit. Adult classes are on the 2nd floor of Robinson Hall. 4K - 12th grade classes are on the 2nd and 3rd 
floor of the Education Building. Our nurseries are available during both worship services and during the Sunday School 

hour; families are asked to “RSVP” in advance at:  

firstarp.org/nursery-registration    
 

*All classrooms and nurseries are thoroughly cleaned and sanitized  
before and after use.* 

 

  Volunteers are needed to be able to offer these ministries. Please contact 
our DCE, Connie Kiser, if you are willing to serve one Sunday in nursery or 
Sunday School. This is an important way we as a church love and support 

our children and young families.  

Preschool News 
In October we jumped into Fall at First ARP 
Preschool!  We celebrated the beautiful season 
with pumpkins, leaves, walks outdoors, and 
discussions of farms, hay rides, and pumpkin 
carving!  We rejoice in this time together, and look 
forward to the holiday season that awaits us in the 
following months.   
 

As our students continue to 
grow we want to be sure that 
we document every moment 
of their time with us.  If you 
have an old camera or tablet 

that you would like to donate to our school this would assist us in this 
documentation process!   

 

As we enter into November many families 
begin to think about the upcoming school 
year, as many schools fill fast!  If you or 
someone you know is looking for a loving, 
nurturing, and supportive school please 
reach out to Meghan Knight:  
preschooldirector@firstarp.org.   
 

As always, thank you for continuing to keep 
our preschool in your prayers as we work to 
shed the light of the Lord through the 
education and love of our students and 
their families!  

https://firstarp.org/home/nursery-registration
mailto:preschooldirector@firstarp.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
Ward Rutland 

2 
Karen Cable 

Sylvia Marshall 
3 

William Robbins 
4 

Melinda Haverlock 
5 

Eli Robinson 
6 

Ann Roddey 
7 

Margaret Robinson 
Julie Maloney 

Steve Southwell 
11 

Mary Margaret Donahue 
Janice Sutton 

 

12 
Jim Hanna 

Don Harper 
Bill Nowicki 

13 
Mary Evelyn Lewis 

14 
Jamie Raines 

15 
Amy Heinsohn 

Alexander Robinson  
16 

John Bailey 
18 

Herb Roberts 
Matt Krinn 

Graves Barnes 
19 

Emily Norris  
20 

Mary Joyce Wright 
21 

John Aycock 
Dennis Cox 

Jeff Lyon 
Beth Pearson 

22 
John Sloop 

 

23 
John Pearson 

24 
Meg Dozier 

25 
Frank Wilkerson 

28 
David Barkley 
Rise Strickland 
Hollis Berger 

29 
Mark Cable, Sr. 

Natalie Krinn  
30 

Peggy Murdock 
Ginger Smith 

Christian sympathy is extended to… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.  
Psalm 116:15 

The family of 

Merritt Wilkerson 
at his death 

on  September 28, 2020 

Member 
Birthdays 

Special Fall Offering 
Twice each year, at Easter and Thanksgiving, the ARP Church  

receives a special offering to support some of the ministries of our denomination.  
 

On Sunday, November 22 you will have an opportunity to participate in this special offering.  
 You can also mail your contribution to the church office.  

 

The 2020 Fall Special Offering is for the benefit of: Christmas Benevolent Fund, Erskine Theological Seminary, Outreach 
North America, and American Bible Society. 

The family of 

Chris Hogue 
at his death 

on  October 2, 2020 



November is  

HOPE Month 
Please bring non-perishable 

food items and place them in 

the blue container in the 

connector to help  

Project HOPE of Rock Hill.  

Wednesday  

Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study (All ages!) 

November Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

SUNDAY, November 1 
• DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
 
MONDAY, November 2 
• Circle No. 3                                                

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, November 3 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 4 
• Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, November 5 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team               

8:30 a.m., Robinson Hall 
• Circle No. 2                                               

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
SUNDAY, November 8 
• Luke Grigsby Ordination 

4:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, November 9 
• Jeanie Alexander Vision Team Prayer 

Meeting,   10:00 a.m. @ church 
 
TUESDAY, November 10 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Diaconate                                                  

6:30 p.m.  
 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 11 
• Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, November 12 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
 
SATURDAY, November 14 
• Catawba Presbytery Children’s Retreat 

10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY, November 15 
• Communion 
• Annual Congregational Meeting              

10:30 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, November 16 
• Session                                                      

7:00 p.m. 
• Ladies’ Book Club                                     

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, November 17 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 18 
• Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, November 19 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen  
 
SUNDAY, November 22 
• Special Thanksgiving Offering 
• Deadline for Poinsettia orders 
• Advent Workshop 

12:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 25 
• NO Foundations for the Faith 
 
THURSDAY, November 26 
• Church Office Closed 
 
FRIDAY, November 27 
• Church Office Closed 
 
SUNDAY, November 29 
• Advent begins 
 
 
 

REMINDER: 
Please share member life events with the church office! We would love to 

print birth announcements, wedding announcements, etc. Please email 
information to newsletter@firstarp.org or call the church office by the 20th 

of each month for inclusion in the upcoming newsletter.  


