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“This year’s  
cross is perhaps 
my favorite— 
while we were 

not able to   
worship          

together under 
one earthly roof, 

proof that we 
are all still    

  together under 
our heavenly 

roof is in every 
flower that,  
one by one, 

made its way to 
honor the cross 
that can’t be          

silenced.  
Risen, indeed!” 

-Amy Lesslie Kulbok 
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Christian Sympathy is  

extended to: 

 

 

While we are apart… 
We wanted you to hear what your fellow church members are 
learning and doing during this time of quarantine. Here is an 

update from church member, Jan Phillips.  
 

Life has been interrupted in some profound ways for many   
people that I know: by financial and health worries, by isolation 
(a service for Jim’s sister that can’t happen yet), but for Jim and 

me, our lives have also produced some positives.  

We took about a week to    
organize a Personal Plans 
notebook that includes     

medical, end-of-life,             
insurance, home, etc.           

information. We finished 
scanning boxes and albums 
of “the best” photographs 
and have started a massive 

Shutterfly album. I also 
made “too much time on 

my hands” projects for grandchildren for Easter; the old-
fashioned sugar eggs like I remember having as a child.   

What has God taught me during this time? That spending 24/7 
with Jim is pretty good, that a backyard lunch with a friend     

enriches my life, that a Zoom chat with 3 childhood friends from 
one coast to the other was just the friend connection that one 

friend whose husband died 3 weeks ago needed, and that taking 
time to sit on the porch and just be still is valuable time.  

SAVE  
THE  
DATE 

 

Join to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of 
First ARP Church on Sunday, August 30.  

Our worship service will be at 10 a.m. with 
son of the church Rick Lewis, Minister of 

Pisgah ARP Church, delivering the sermon.             
A covered dish lunch will follow with Paul 

Gettys sharing a history of our church.   
All friends and family are welcome to join! 

Church custodian, Mike Duncan 
at the death of his father 

Robert L. ‘Sonny’ Duncan 
on April 17, 2020 



Pastor’s Message 
   Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor 

 
 

     I hope that you and your loved ones/friends are weathering 
this Coronavirus Storm as well as can be expected.  Hopefully, 
as we seek to be faithful and run the race before us with 
perseverance, all of us can continue to put into practice the 
words the Apostle Paul gives us in Romans 12 when he says:  
“Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, and be 
constant in prayer.”  Those are certainly words for us to live by 
in these uncertain and trying times. 

     Speaking of being patient, we continue to look forward to the time when we can gather again in 
worship as a congregation.  Your Session met this past week, and discussed when we might at last 
begin to meet again face-to-face in some form or fashion. 
     Following the sharing of information and much discussion, the Session has adopted a 3-Phase Plan 
for returning us to a more normal routine in the weeks and months ahead.  Before I spell out for you 
what those phases are, there is a caveat.  The Session will meet again on May 4 in order to discuss the 
latest data and see whether the start dates of the following phases need adjusting or not; so just keep 
in mind these dates could change, and either move forward or backward depending on data reviewed 
at the May 4 meeting. 
     With that said, the following 3-Phase Plan was approved: 
 

Phase One – Begins Sunday May 24 with one worship service in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m.  There 
will be no nursery (children are welcome in worship), no Sunday School, no choir, etc. as social 
distancing will be practiced and those with compromised immune systems are encouraged to 
stay home.  Phase One will continue through Sunday June 28.  This service will be recorded and 
can be viewed online a couple of hours later like our online services now. 

Phase Two – Begins Sunday July 5 with two worship services – one at 9:00 a.m. and one at 11:00 
a.m.  There will still be no nursery (children are welcome in worship), no Sunday School and no 
choir.  Social distancing will be practiced and those with compromised conditions are 
encouraged to stay home.  Phase Two will continue through the month of July.  One of these 
services will be recorded each week and can be viewed online a couple of hours later like our 
online services now. 

Phase Three – Begins Sunday August 2 and consists of what used to be the normal schedule:  9:00 
a.m. acoustic worship service, 10:00 a.m. Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults, 
including nurseries, and 11:00 a.m. worship with choir. 

 
     Please understand that these dates can still be changed/adjusted depending upon the data of what 
the Pandemic is doing.  I appreciate the elders wrestling with this issue and trying to make the best 
decision they could for all of those in the church with the information they had.  Following their 
meeting on May 4, any possible changes will be relayed by the weekly email blast, church Facebook 
page, our website, and letters to those who need them.  Thank you for your patience in reading such 
a long article.  Take care and I look forward to seeing you soon…Lord willing.  
 Barry 



News from Committees  
of the Session & Diaconate 

 
Much of our church's work is carried out through our Session and Diaconate committees. Over this year, we will be 
using the newsletter to help you become more familiar with the work of these committees. We encourage you to  

contact these committees to learn more when you have questions about their activities. This month we will bring you 
updates from our Professional Staff and Preschool Committees.  

This newsletter also contains an update from our Diaconate Chairman as well as more information about the work of 
the Mission Committee via a page highlighting an international missionary and an organization supported by First ARP. 

Preschool Committee 
Preschool Director Position 

     As many of you know, Jamey and Tiffany Dagenhart are expecting 
a family addition in the early fall. With that, Tiffany plans to leave 
her position as our Preschool Director to spend her time with their 
kids. That means we will need a new director for the fall, and         
beyond. The Professional Staff and Preschool Committees have       
begun the process of finding this person. 
     If you are interested, or know of someone who would be              
interested in the position, please contact John Barron,                         
Preschool Committee Chairman.  

Professional Staff Committee 
     Your Professional Staff Committee would like to inform the congregation that 
our Office Coordinator – Elizabeth – and the Church came to a mutual agreement 
that it was time for her to pursue other possibilities. While Elizabeth enjoyed the 
church environment and the people, she is an artsy type and was not really    
happy with the work she was doing.  With that office being vacant temporarily, 
that gave our committee the opportunity to take a look at the job descriptions of 
both the Office Coordinator and the Administrative Assistant and make any  
needed changes. 

 

     The results of that study of job descriptions has led to the following which the Session has approved: 
• Danni – our present Administrative Assistant – will now be known as the Administrative Coordinator. 

She will continue to do what she has been doing, but will also have other responsibilities, and will       
receive a raise commensurate with her new responsibilities. 

• The other office – previously known as the Office Coordinator – will now be referred to as the Financial 
Secretary. This person, when hired, will be under the Administrative Coordinator. This will be a part-

time job of about 24 hours per week, whose primary responsibilities have to do with all things financial:  
i.e. tracking giving, bill-paying, reconciling statements, keeping track of payroll, etc.  

 

     Our committee covets your prayers as we begin the search process for the right person to be our next 
Financial Secretary.  Hopefully, God will lead us to that person in the next month or so, and we will           
introduce you to that newest member of the Church Staff when it is possible to do so.  We continue to          
appreciate the flexibility of our present staff during these times of change, and we thank God for them all. 



Body Building 
     I hope this letter finds you and your family in strong mind and body. During this down/slow time,     
remember to exercise and practice proper hygiene to ward off the invisible enemy! Pray this virus goes 
away faster than anyone is predicting. 
 

Church Building 
     If you get a chance to get by the church, you can see that Chair of B&M -Jim Townsend has brought 
back the badly weather-damaged corridor (little connector) doors to life. It took several steps of hand 
sanding and many coats of stain. They look wonderful and I appreciate Jim's time and expertise to help 
keep this historic church looking great! 
     Also, please continue to support your church with tithes and offerings through a variety of ways by 
either dropping off at office, U.S. Mail or online.   

 
Spiritual Building 

     During our down time away from church, discipline yourself not to let your faith and spiritual nutrition 
suffer. Take advantage of the online services at 10:00 AM on Sundays. Thank you Jon for a wonderful 
message this past Sunday reminding us that Jesus Christ and spiritual will last forever while hard times 
and virus will fade into the past.  Our HOPE and TRUST is in what is Eternal not just what makes us happy 
right now. We were also reminded that spiritual status begins with a desire for Inward Renewal and that 
should be a life journey. 
     Thank you Barry, Jon, and Luke for the inspirational weekly devotionals to help keep us fed with      
spiritual nourishment. Additionally,  your online services have been great with pertinent truth in word 
and music but we are so ready to get back to a face to face worship. 

 
Personally 

     This past weekend, I went to Seneca, SC to help my brother clean up after the disaster from the       
tornado that hit last Monday morning. Some areas of the city look like a war zone and I am surprised 
that news coverage in this area really never covered the damage! It is a miracle that only one person lost 
their life. Some homes were completely destroyed but our house was mostly spared but not without 
many trees including large pine trees being uprooted or twisted off several feet above the ground. 
Getting to my point, we had so many people to come from all over the Southeast and local area to help 
support the clean up. We met many representatives from church groups > Methodist from Tennessee 
and Anderson, Lutherans from Ohio and Samaritan Purse people from Pennsylvania. It was encouraging 
to see that they were willing to  stop their life to help people they did not know get back on their feet. 
They were there to work in the name of the Lord and showed a genuine concern for our situation.  
Several stated their mission was to share God's love by helping with the clean up with chain saws or 
physical support! One particular moment was especially touching to my brother when a group of 12 men 
and one woman circled up to pray before they began their project for that morning! A gentleman from 
Pennsylvania stated that " it is a shame that a disaster has to happen for anyone to show you they have 
your back."  
     The amount of Christ-like care and concern was overwhelming and it made me so proud of the  
Christian folks who came just to help those in need! Scripture came to mind: (It is better to give than  
receive.) 
This story triggered me to remind you of a request that I made in last month’s newsletter. If you have 
storm damage, a need related to the virus or any need; please reach out to me or the church office for 
assistance.  
 

35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak 
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.’”  Acts 20:35 

News from the Diaconate 
by: Mike Looper, Diaconate Chair 



One Memorable Easter 
by: Mike Looper 

 
     April 12, 2020 will be one Easter that will stick out in my mind forever. The 
most obvious reason for this is it was the first Easter that I did not attend church 
in my entire life. Obviously, this was due to COVID-19 and the STAY HOME      
request. However, there is another reason that I will remember this Easter. On 
April 3rd, I received an email from Mayor John Gettys encouraging all Rock Hill 
citizens to come together as one and make a joyful noise throughout the city. 
John's call was to make a joyful noise for all of Rock Hill to hear as a way for 
us to show our connection in spite of the distancing, and to proclaim to the 
world our special hope for better things to come.  
     Many of our families made their noises at home, but several families came to 
the church to hear the bell in person. Listening along with my family were 
George and Ashley Barron, the Mark Cable family, the Tim Kiser family, the    

Patrick Robinson family, Mike Ridge, and Joe and Jamie Raines, whose dogs began to howl their joyful noise 
along with the bells! Anne Sanders and Emmie Kiser began ringing the bells right at noon but as the minutes 
passed, I noticed that their arms were losing the power of original pulls. I asked if I could assist and continued to 
ring the bell with my family for nearly 12 minutes.  
     Herein lies another first for me! After six years as a member, this is the first time I have heard and seen the 
bell ring from outside the church, Also, this was the first time I have personally rung the bell. I thought of the 
many people who have rung that bell and realized a real sense of fraternity with past and present bell ringers.  
     As I watched the bell swing and ring with each pull, the question of that bells' history came to mind. With 
some direction from Paul Gettys and Jack and Ann Roddey, I was directed to the history book that  provided   
information. I learned that Captain and Mrs. William Lyle Roddey, who supported this young church while  
members of Neely's Creek, presented many gifts including the bell to the church. Interestingly, Captain Roddey 
was in the Confederate Army - Company H. He came back from the war in debt but found his way to             
prominence through his mercantile business. He is also the great grandfather of Jack Roddey. 
     This bell bears the imprint of "American Bell Foundry Company, Northville, Michigan, USA. The company 
manufactured bells from1896 to 1924. During some point of this company's life, it was known as the largest 
manufacturer of bells in the world.  
     Gathering to hear the bell ring was very special for many folks.     
Others were able to watch it live on Facebook Live. Patrick Robinson 
stated that this event made this Easter and these few minutes very    
special. Thanks to our mayor for encouraging us to make a joyful noise 
and reminding us that even apart, we are connected by our united 
faith.  
 



“As it is,  
there are many parts,  

yet one body.” 
1 Corinthians 12:20 



Mission Committee News 
Every month in 2020 the newsletter will highlight missionaries and local charities, ministries,     

and benevolence organizations supported by First ARP.   

           

 

 

     Reach the Children of Rwanda International (RCRI) is a Christian 501(c)3 non-profit humanitarian        
organization recognized by both the United States and Rwanda. 

     With offices in Due West, South Carolina and Kigali, Rwanda, RCRI currently serves over 400 children 
between the ages of 4 and 21, along with their families. RCRI works in the three districts of Kigali City and 
in the Nyabihu District of the Western Province of Rwanda. 

     RCRI believes that a solid education and a Christ-centered spiritual foundation are the keys to breaking 
the cycle of poverty, and they train children to be self-sufficient contributors to Rwandan society. 

     This is accomplished by providing the means for education as well as addressing the spiritual,           
emotional, and physical needs of each child and their family outside of the classroom. RCRI employs a    
holistic model–assessing and ministering to the needs of the whole of a child’s life and not just one aspect. 

     RCRI has begun construction and opened a school in Nyabihu District, in which upon completion all RCRI
-supported children will live and study. 

Learn more by visiting: https://rcrirwanda.org/  

Michael & Laura Cochran 
England 

 

     Michael & Laura Cochran began full-time 
service with World Witness in 2017, with   
ministry in church planting and revitalization 
in England. Michael was also ordained as a 
minister in the Associate Reformed            
Presbyterian denomination in 2017. The 

Cochrans are passionate about hospitality ministry and about seeing the Great        
Commission fulfilled through the work of the local church. The Cochrans have one son, 
Fox, who loves Legos, cars, and playing Pokemon Go.       

 

Learn more by visiting: worldwitness.org  

https://rcrirwanda.org/
https://worldwitness.org/


 

Christian Education in a Pandemic 
A Note from Director of Christian Education, Connie Kiser 

 

What an unusual time we find ourselves in. I don't know if any of us foresaw how long or how deeply this 
virus would affect us as a church. Who would have imagined that we would not be together on             
Easter?  Yet, in spite of our physical distance, we are discovering new ways to connect, and are being        
reminded daily that the ties that bind us as Christians do not depend on this physical building. 
 

     For our children, connecting online is becoming their 
“normal” and I am grateful for the technology that allows 
us to do that. Together, through Zoom, we have read        
stories, shared Bible verses and explored Resurrection 
Eggs. Since we missed our Missions Conference, the Bonilla 
family graciously made videos teaching us about their life 
and work in Spain. We were able to share these on our 
First ARP Children’s Facebook page, and then discuss them 
together in another zoom meeting.  And since all of our 
families are on Facebook, we were able to share releasing 
our butterflies at different times in different locations. 

     Beginning next week, families will receive the summer Sunday School printed materials for their         
children, another tool to help us teach our children and continue learning more about God’s Word.  

     Not being able to physically come to church has given families more time to worship together and     
encouraged us to discover many wonderful resources. Several families are joining Keith and Krystin Getty 
online for a hymn sing every Tuesday evening on their Facebook page (facebook.com/gettymusic) others are 
enjoying story time with Sally Lloyd-Jones, author of The Jesus Storybook Bible. Other great resources are 
Devotional Dippers and Dinner Table Devotions by Nancy Guthrie. For parents, it has been wonderful to 
discover new (and often free!) Christian teaching and activities for our kids. 

     We continue to miss being together and pray for the virus to be contained so that we can once again 
be with our friends and church family.   

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gettymusic


2  
Tom Gunderson 
Christopher McKinney 
 
3 
MeiRose Barnette 
Jan Elliot 
Walt Heinsohn 
Dick Herron 
 
5  
Carol Smith 
 
7 
Lydia Brakefield 
Joe Sutton 
 
11 
Sarah Velkovich 
 
12 
Lib Anderson 
Katie Ledford 
Jake Stutts 
 
 
 

13 
Josh Lawrence 
 
14  
Jeanie Revell 
 
15 
Terisa Brakefield 
Barbara Lesslie 
Robbie Lesslie 
Rachel Lyon 
Rita Whitesides 
 
16 
Hannah Robinson 
 
18 
Cassie Brault 
 
19 
John Landstreet, Jr. 
 
20 
John William Brakefield 
Malcolm Marion 
Abby Talley 
 

21 
Ellen Hamilton 
 
22 
Eliza Dreier 
Noah Lesslie 
 
24 
Timmy Marshall 
 
25 
Betsy Dreier 
 
26 
Niven Barnes 
 
27 
Erin Cauthen 
Hunter Rogers 
Alex Simpson 
 
28 
Al Adickes 
 
29 
Rod Graham 

Member Birthdays 



Graduate Information 
In spite of our current conditions, we want to recognize and celebrate our college and high 
school graduates as a church family and in the church newsletter.  Families, please send the 

following information to newsletter@firstarp.org :  

• A picture of your graduate  

• Their full name  

• Where they are graduating from 

• Plans after graduation (if known)  

• Higher education degree, if applicable 

 
 

A special note from 
Mrs. Jenny Nowicki 
Director of Children’s Music 

 
 

I miss all of my children from Wednesday night music classes.        
I can’t wait to see you all and sing with you again! 

 
Music Conference has not been cancelled yet. A decision will be 

made on June 15 and I will let you know as soon as I hear! 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  
YARD SALE;  

POSTPONED UNTIL  
FURTHER NOTICE!  


