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VACATION  
BIBLE SCHOOL 

Caterpillars & Butterflies 
Caterpillars will arrive by Sunday, March 19 and may be 

picked up in the connector. Instruction sheets will be 

available to help you know how to best care for 

the caterpillar while it grows and changes. Children are 

asked to bring their butterflies to church Easter  

morning for the Butterfly Release following the  

Flowering of the Cross.  

Mark your calendar for the most 
exciting week of the summer! 

JUNE 26-JUNE 30 

2023 Flower Calendar 
 

The 2023 Flower Calendar is posted in the  
T-Hall and has many spaces available for the rest of 
the year. Providing flowers on a Sunday morning is a 

wonderful  opportunity to honor or remember a 
loved one, celebrate a special day, or simply give 

praise to God. Sign up today!  
 

A few notes about flowers: 

• Communion Sundays require two arrangements 

• Arrangements should not exceed 30 inches in 
height 

• Several local florists have keys to the church.  
Contact the office if you have any questions.  

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Interim Pastor 

 

 

     Last month for the pastor’s article I wrote about the nature of 
corporate worship. I discussed what corporate worship is, why we 
worship, and how we worship. I mentioned that article was the beginning 
of a group that will talk about worship and specifically the elements of 
corporate worship. Over the next several months I will discuss each of the  
ordinary elements of corporate worship. It is easy for us to be creatures of 
habit and just do the same things Sunday after Sunday. Therefore, I want 
us to be familiar what we are doing and why each element is in our service.  
     The first element of corporate worship is the call to worship. This means each worship service begins 
with the pastor or elder giving these words of Scripture and then ends with the benediction (we will talk 
about that in several months). This is why we have announcements prior to the call to worship, as they are 
not an element of worship. Moreover, the prelude serves as a time for us to quiet our hearts and prepare to 
worship God.  
     A common call to worship is Psalm 95:1-3 – “Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise 
to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to 
him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.” 
     The Westminster Directory of Public Worship, one of our governing documents, says, “These Biblical calls 
to worship serve to set apart our public worship as a holy act in the presence of the holy God, to emphasize 
God’s worthiness to receive the worship of His people, and to summon God’s people to the humble and 
joyful adoration that God desires.” From this we learn that this element of worship reminds us what we are 
doing and why we have gathered together as a church. Corporate worship is a holy act in the presence of a 
holy God and not just a time to be entertained and inspired. Remember, worship is a verb too. We are to be 
active participants rather than passive observers.  
     The call to worship serves as an invitation for God’s people to come into the Lord’s presence with an 
offering of praise. Yet it goes further—it is not only an invitation but a command. Given that we are prone to 
worship many false gods, it is crucial for us to be reminded that God commands us to worship Him, the one 
true and living God. The passages chosen for a call to worship are not just good Bible verses. Rather, they 
contain specific words like praise, shout, sing, and bless.  
     The use of Scripture for a call to worship is also intentional. As Reformed Presbyterians we have a very 
high view of God’s presence and role in corporate worship. In the call to worship given by a minister or 
elder, God Himself speaks to call us to worship. We respond with songs of praise and God responds with the 
reading and preaching of His Word. Worship is structured in such a way that goes back and forth between 
God and His people speaking.  
     Lastly, every time God calls His people to worship, He gives a reason why. In Psalm 95 referenced above, 
notice that the psalmist says, “For the Lord is a great God…” It is good for us to be reminded of who our God 
is and what He has done. This reinforces the importance of our worship and God’s worthiness to receive it.  
     Next time you are in worship, pay attention to the call to worship. Remember that it is God’s Word to His 
people calling us to praise His name. Resist the temptation to gloss over this. Instead, see it as a key 
element of worship as we begin our season of corporate praise of God. Thank God for who He is and what 
He has done. Finally, ask God to give you a heart of thankful praise and that your worship would be done in 
Spirit and in truth.  
      



Letter to the Congregation 
Dear Church Congregation, 
 

I hope this letter finds you all well and in good spirits. I am writing to you today to emphasize the  
importance of youth involvement in our church, specifically regarding Sunday school and youth group 
attendance. 
As we all know, the youth are the future of our church, and it is our responsibility to invest in their  
spiritual growth and development. The Bible teaches us in Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it." This verse highlights the importance of  
educating and guiding our youth from a young age, so they may grow in their faith and continue to  
follow the path that God has set for them. 
Sunday school and youth group are essential in providing our youth with the opportunity to learn 
about the Word of God and to develop relationships with other young people who share their faith. 
These programs not only help to deepen their understanding of scripture, but also provide them with a 
supportive community where they can grow and flourish in their faith. 
In addition to the importance of youth involvement in church programs, we must also acknowledge 
the crucial role that parents play in supporting and encouraging their children in their faith journey. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 states, "And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise." Parents have the responsibility 
to instill their faith in their children and to encourage them to be actively involved in the church. 
In conclusion, I encourage all of our youth to make the most of their Sunday school and youth group 
experiences, and I urge all parents to support and encourage their children in their spiritual growth. Let 
us work together to cultivate the faith of our youth and to ensure that they have the foundation they 
need to continue on the path that God has set for them. 
May God bless us all as we strive to fulfill His will in our lives. 
 

Sincerely, 
Michael Neece, youth volunteer 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for the dates below and join us for any or all gatherings.  

SUNDAY 

April 2 

 

Palm Sunday 

 

 

THURSDAY 

April 6 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Seder Meal 

5:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY 

April 7 

 

Good Friday 

sanctuary open 

7 a.m.—7 p.m. 

SATURDAY 

April 8 

 

Easter Celebration 

11:00 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY 

April 9 

 

Easter 

 



HOPE Month 
March is HOPE month! 

Please bring non-perishable food items to the blue bin in the connector        
for Project Hope of Rock Hill. (Located at 411 Park Avenue.) 

Teacher Appreciation Dinner 
 

We are hosting out annual Teacher 
Appreciation Dinner for the teachers, 

assistants and staff of the Rock Hill  
Exceptional Student Department on  

Tuesday March 28th.  
Anyone that can help serve or cleanup please 

contact Max Smith.  

Church Wide Spring Cleanup 
 

Saturday, March 25 || 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
 

In an effort to get the church in its best shape for 

Easter, there will be a church wide spring  

cleaning. Many volunteers are welcome and 

needed as there will be numerous indoor and 

outdoor jobs to be completed. 

Contact Beth Logan Roach for more info. 

 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Week 9 
Leviticus 24-25 

Psalm 81 
Hebrews 9 

Leviticus 26-27 
Psalm 112 

Hebrews 10 

Numbers 1-2 
Psalm 64 

Hebrews 11 

Numbers 3-5 
Hebrews 12 

Numbers 6-7 
Hebrews 13 

Week 10 
Numbers 8-11 
Colossians 1 

Numbers 12-14 
Psalm 28 

Colossians 2 

Numbers 15-18  
Psalm 113 

Colossians 3 

Numbers 19-21 
Colossians 4 

Numbers 22-25 
Luke 1 

Week 11 
Numbers 26-29 

Luke 2 

Numbers 30-33 
Psalm 35 

Luke 3 

Numbers 34-36 
Luke 4 

Deuteronomy 1-3 
Psalm 36 

Luke 5 

Deuteronomy 4-5 
Luke 6 

Week 12 
Deuteronomy 6-9 

Luke 7 

Deuteronomy 10-14 
Psalm 5 
Luke 8 

Deuteronomy 15-18 
Psalm 115 

Luke 9 

Deuteronomy 19-22 
Psalm 6 
Luke 10 

Deuteronomy 23-26 
Luke 11 

Week 13 
Deuteronomy 27-31 

Luke 12 

Deuteronomy 32-34 
Psalm 13 
Luke 13 

Joshua 1-4 
Psalm 143 

Luke 14 

Joshua 5-8 
Psalm 14 
Luke 15 

Joshua 9-13 
Luke 16 

Reading Plan for March 



Registration for First ARP Preschool 
2023-2024 school year is now open to 

everyone!  
Please share with friends, family, and 

neighbors.  
Class size is limited so early registra-

tion is encouraged! 
 

Click HERE to register. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegZIaGYxXW3RsWXToseQXnu7K-YBpDgkHsXZ2ns7W_0ysx6g/viewform


Women’s Ministries 
 

First ARP Women’s Ministries had a fun time of fellowship at our Valentine’s Tea on 
February 12.  We also recognized our 2022, Woman of the Year, Sarah 
Dagenhart!  Congratulations and thank you for your years of service!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This woman of faith and served the church family at 1st ARP 
for more than two decades.  She is a faithful servant of the 

Lord.  She has taught and faithfully attended Sunday 
School.  She served the Lord by sharing her beautiful voice in 

church choir year after year.  She loved the children of the 
church through selfless service in the church nurseries and 

Sunday School classes.  She is a beautiful model of a Christian 
wife, mother, and nana.  And she is a true delight to be 

around.  She always has a smile, encouraging word, and 
funny story to share with anyone who is lucky enough to be 

around her.   
This year’s 1st ARP Woman of the Year is Sarah Dagenhart!  

Jubilee Birthday 
 

Sunday, March 26 

Both services will have a moment for missions presented by 

Shelia Osborne, a World Witness missionary working in the 

World Witness home office as a Short-term  Ministry  

Coordinator, ARP Women’s Ministries Liaison, and Development Coordinator. 

 

Pieces of cake will be available after each service where donations can be 

accepted to support female World Witness missionaries. 



Bonclarken 
Camps 

 

Throughout the summer, Bonclarken offers camps and 

conferences for all ages ---adults, children and 

families.  First ARP Women's Ministries encourages our 

children and youth to attend these camps/conferences 

by generously offering a $100 scholarship (one per 

child).  Additional scholarships are available through the 

church;  contact Connie Kiser for information.   

Details on each camp and conference are available HERE 

Quest Middle School Conference  June 12 - 17 

Horizon Senior High Conference  June 19-24 

Music/Drama Camp  July 2-7 

Music Conference  July 9-14 

Camp Bonclarken (2 Sessions) July 16-21 and July 23-28 

Family Bible Conference  July 24-27  

Camp Bonclarken & Music/Drama Camp 

 Overnight Campers $650 

Day-only Campers $600 

Easter Celebration 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 8 

11:00 AM 

Preschool—elementary age children 

 

**A basket for candy donations will be set up in the 

connector, please donate by Sunday, March 26** 

Basketball 

Thank you to all coaches, gym managers, and 

referees for a great and fun season this year. 

And congratulations to the senior boys team 

from First ARP for winning the championship! 

 

Banquet 

March 9 at 6:00 p.m. in Robinson Hall 

New Member Spotlight 
Kathy and Tom Blackburn moved to Rock Hill in July from Lexington, SC 

to be closer to their children and grandchildren who live in Charlotte, 
Union, and Greensboro. During their 25+ years in Lexington they were 
members of Saxe Gotha Pres and later transferred membership to Mt. 

Horeb United Methodist where they were members for the last 21 years. 
Tom grew up in Greensboro, NC, and attended Chowan College and 

Campbell University, majoring in business administration. He served 6 
years in the Army reserve. Tom started his career in the clothing business 
in Columbia, SC. During his 50+ year career, he traveled extensively and 

served in multiple and varied capacities within the clothing industry. It has 
been his lifelong passion and he still enjoys working and keeping his hand 

in the business doing custom clothing locally. Tom enjoys being with 
family, landscaping and working in the yard. Kathy was born in Florida and lived in Kansas, Texas and 
New York as she was growing up. She moved to Columbia, SC, in her early teens. Kathy attended the 
University of SC and has a degree in Art History and later did graduate work in art, art ed and design. 

Kathy had a visual merchandising business for 22 years, was a buyer for a women’s boutique and worked 
as an interior designer for 14 years in Columbia before moving to Rock Hill. 
Kathy enjoys being with family, grandchildren, reading and the outdoors. 

https://www.bonclarken.org/arp-events/


Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

 

On Thursday, February 16 a group of faithful volunteers from First ARP volunteer served a group of 90 
guests a hot lunch of fried chicken, mashed potatoes & gravy, black eyed peas, tossed salad, orange 

halves, biscuits and red velvet cake.   
Volunteers for February were: 

Renee Bessinger 
Fran Hancock 
Mike Heintz 

Frank & Cindy Wilkerson 
  

Occasionally, not all of the regular volunteers are available, and there is a great need for volunteers 
who could fill-in. Even if you are unable to be there the entire time (9:30-1:00) you could still be a great 

help to this team!  

 Are you willing to help?  
For more information on serving contact Fran Hancock.  

The next First ARP volunteer opportunity is Thursday, March 16! 

Save the Date 
Mark your calendars for the church wide 

retreat this fall! 
October 13-15 

Bonclarken 

Church Safety 

The deacons and church staff have been working  

together to focus on safety. The codes to the  

keypad door have been changed. If you need to 

use the church, please contact the church office. 

In case of an emergency, we need to know who is 

in the building at all times. Thank you. 



Member Birthdays 
1 
Jeanie Alexander 
Starr Lee 
4 
Bob Harper 
Laura Brakefield 
5 
Key Barkley 
David Helms 
6 
Kate Ferguson 
9 
Emma Gilleland 
Elle Gilleland 
10 
Johnny Logan 

13 
Jane Bailey 
Beth Gettys 
14 
Linda Neely 
15 
Sally Ann Catoe 
Warren Norman 
16 
Mary Frampton Whitesides 
18  
Tim Templeton 
25 
Mark Golightly 
 
 

26 
April Smith 
Callan Tinker 
27 
Jeff Diers 
28 
Caris Kulbok 
Clay Simpson 
Henry Wilson 
29 
Martin Grant 
30 
W.C. Kirkpatrick 
31 
Sally Coleman 
 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 

 
 

 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” -Matthew 5:4 

John & Bobbie Aycock 
at the death of his sister 

Agnes Love 
on February 8, 2023 

Congregational Service Committee 
 

The Congregational Service Committee and its members delivered 
“mugs full of love” to celebrate Valentine’s Day this year. Debi 

Hallman shared a couple sweet photos with us.  
 

Congregational Service Committee exists to make sure that all 
church members  are cared about and prayed for throughout the 

year and especially during difficult times.  



March Calendar of Events 
Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Prayer Time 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Wednesday 
Foundations for the Faith 

5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 

6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       

                         Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Study 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward friends with special 
needs and their families, but all are 
welcome to come and participate! 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Ny Snell for more info 
on enrollment:  
803-327-2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
 
 

THURSDAY, March 2 
• First Thursday Prayer Team           

8:30 a.m. 
• Circle No. 2                                                

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
• Circle No. 1                                             

7:00 p.m. 
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, March 3– SUNDAY, March 5 
• High School Retreat @ Bonclarken 
 
SUNDAY, March 5 
• Youth boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, March 6 
• Circle No 3 

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, March 7 
• Men’s Ministry Prayer Team 

7:00 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Worship Committee Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, March 9 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study                     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Basketball Banquet 

6:00 p.m. 
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, March 11 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m., Robinson Hall 
 
SUNDAY, March 12 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 
• Young Adults Lunch 

12:30 p.m. 
• Youth boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, March 13 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Group 

10:00 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, March 14 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Catawba Presbytery 

10:00 a.m. 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, March 16 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity,  9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY, March 18 
• Youth Hiking Trip 
 

SUNDAY, March 19 
• Youth boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 
 

MONDAY, March 20 
• Session 

7:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, March 21 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Third Tuesday Prayer Team 

12:00 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, March 23 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Just Joy Worship Service                        

6:30 p.m., Robinson Hall  
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY, March 24-SUNDAY, March 26 
• Middle School Retreat @ Bonclarken 
 

SUNDAY, March 26 
• Jubilee Birthday 
• VBS Planning Lunch 

12:00 p.m. 
• Youth boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, March 28 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Teacher Appreciation Dinner 

5:00 p.m. 
• Christian Education Committee Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, March 30 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 

Don’t be late for 
church… 

Remember to set 
your clocks       

forward one hour 
before going to 

bed on Saturday, 
March 11.  


