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Caterpillars & Butterflies 
Caterpillars will arrive by Sunday, March 27 and may be 

picked up in the connector. Instruction sheets will be 

available to care for the caterpillar while it grows and 

changes. Children are asked to bring their butterflies to 

church Easter morning for the Butterfly Release             

following the Flowering of the Cross.  

Mark your calendar for the most 
exciting week of the summer! 

JUNE 13-JUNE 16 

2022 Flower Calendar 
 

The 2022 Flower Calendar is posted in the  

T-Hall and has many spaces available for the rest of 

the year. Providing flowers on a Sunday morning is a 

wonderful  opportunity to honor or remember a 

loved one, or celebrate a special day. Sign up today!  
 

A few notes about flowers: 

• Communion Sundays require two arrangements 

• Arrangements should not exceed 30 inches in 

height 

• Several local florists have keys to the church. Con-

tact the office if you have any questions.  

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Message 
   Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor 

 

 

     This past summer at the meeting of General Synod, you may 

be aware that the Synod voted to bring to an end the old 

Defined Benefit Plan, from which our retired pastors/spouses/

widows receive their benefits, and transform the retirement 

plan into a defined contribution plan (a 403b). Our retirees are 

still paid from the old plan, but moving forward, all pastors will 

belong to the new 403b and those 61 and younger will receive their retirement from the new plan. 

     This decision had to be made because our old plan had an actuarial deficit of about eight and one

-half million dollars, and even though we had made changes to lower that deficit back in 2014, it still 

was climbing instead of shrinking. If you keep up with corporate America, this is not surprising as 

defined benefit plans have gone the way of the dinosaur – they are practically non-existent today. 

     The good news is that the eight and one-half million dollar deficit has been drastically reduced by 

God (through a good year for the market) and by the work of a special committee appointed by 

Synod known as the ‘Special Committee on Net Assets Reallocation’. They identified (i.e. found and 

recruited) seven million dollars from Synod Boards, agencies, several presbyteries (i.e. our 

Presbytery gave 200k toward this) and individuals. 

     Now, Synod’s special committee is asking congregations to help with the last one and one-half 

million dollars that is needed. With that in mind, your Session approved a special committee at its 

January meeting to come up with a recommendation and plan of how we might help. At its February 

meeting, the Session approved the proposed recommendation from this special committee for First 

ARP to have a goal to give $75,000 for this deficit. 

     The recommendation has three parts: (1)  a seed gift of $25,000 from the Church’s operating 

account, which allows those on fixed incomes to participate even if they cannot afford to give to the 

actual campaign. (2)  A pledge from the current elders and deacons in an effort to match the gift 

from the Church. (3)  A two-month campaign (March and April) for the members of the congregation 

to participate. All gifts should be turned in by the end of April. 

     You will receive a letter in the mail in the next week or so explaining more details about how to 

participate. I hope you will be in prayer as to what God will have you do concerning this 

denominational need. On behalf of all of our retired pastors/wives/widows, thank you for your 

consideration. As of the writing of this article, we have $44,200 committed toward our $75,000 goal. 

      



Missions News 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Missions  Sunday and Women’s Ministries’ Jubilee Birthday Celebration 
 Sunday, March 13th 

 

The Missions Committee and the Women’s Ministries’ Board have joined togeth-

er this year to plan our Missions Sunday.  Rev. Matt Kuiken, senior pastor  of 

First ARP Gastonia and Chairman of the World Witness Board, will be our guest 

pastor.  
 

During the Sunday School hour, Rebekah Carson, World Witness missionary, will 

share what God is doing in the lives of men, women, and children in Germany. 

Please meet in Robinson Hall on March 13 at 10:00 a.m. for this informative re-

port from one of our Jubilee Birthday donation recipients. An offering will be re-

ceived to support our women missionaries as they do God’s work. In celebration, 

Women’s Ministries will offer cake slices for you to take and enjoy at home!  

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us. 

Short Term Mission Trip to Madrid, Spain:  
July 8-18, 2022   

 

We will be working with missionaries, Ruth and Juan Carlos Bonilla, hosting a Vacation Bible 

School at their new church facility. Our team size will be limited to eight First ARP members, 

adults and youth ages 16+. If you wish to join us,  you must have a current passport or apply for one  

immediately, have all three Covid vaccinations and pay a deposit of $300 by March 13th.  

The cost of the trip will be between $2,000 and $3,000 depending on the price of airline tickets. The 

church has committed to paying $1,000 of the cost per person.  

The deadline for registering to be a part of the Spain mission team is March 13th. Please call or 

email Michele Harbin if you are interested in being a part of this mission team. 803-517-

3343/ harbinfamily@comporium.net 

mailto:harbinfamily@comporium.net


S.L.E.D. Active Shooter Training 
Thursday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m. in Robinson Hall 

There will be a training session conducted by the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) on how to 
plan for and survive an active shooter situation during worship service and/or other events at First ARP church. 
SLED officers will discuss active shooter church events that have occurred in South Carolina and across the US. 
The training will include emphasis on how the congregation can avoid, deny, and defend to increase the chanc-

es for survival.  
This training was approved by the session for all members and friends of the congregation. Expected attend-

ance includes all church staff, deacons, elders, and pre-school teachers; however, as stated it is open to every-
one. SLED offers additional training including a security evaluation that will be discussed during this session.  

There is no cost. This is a service provided by SLED.  
Their only requirement is that we have at least 50 persons in attendance.  

Contact Scott Ledford for additional questions, 803-367-2644. 

HOPE Month 
March is HOPE month! 

Please bring non-perishable food items to the blue bin in the connector        
for Project Hope of Rock Hill. (Located at 411 Park Avenue.) 

Make Music. Together. 
Whether you’re a professional musician, an amateur, or simply a music lover– we can all agree 

on the importance of music and its role in the life of our church, especially worship. Our 9:00 AM 
acoustic musicians and singers and 11:00 AM adult choir members faithfully serve our congrega-
tion each week by singing and playing music for our services, sharing their time and talents with 

all of us as they worship God. Their efforts, combined with those of the congregation through 
the heartfelt singing of hymns and songs, allow for extensive opportunities to worship our Lord. 

We remain blessed and thankful for our music ministry here at First ARP. 
To be honest with all of you, before the pandemic and the temporary cancelation of activities like choir, I took music-

making in the choir for granted. When the suspension first occurred, I selfishly felt relief to have a little more time with 
family and fewer commitments. Still, as the weeks turned into months, I realized that a considerable chunk of my spiritual 
well-being seemed missing. Stagnant. The music-making had stopped, and I felt a bit lost. Through God’s grace, our com-
munity continues to evolve from the pandemic, and in doing so, opportunities to make music in the adult choir, as many 

other activities returned. The unexplainable void in my music-making soul has started to refill! 
Many members of our congregation may notice that the choir loft looks a little different from before the pandemic. Now, 
more than any time in recent memory, we sometimes have more seats left empty than filled. Each missing seat has a sto-
ry. Several long-time faithful singers retired from service due to the logistical challenges accompanying advanced aging. 

One of our members passed away. Currently, we have several members experiencing significant disruptions in their day-to
-day lives through personal health concerns of themselves or close family members. As we navigate through some of these 

new challenges, help is needed! If you have prior experience singing in a choir or are musically inclined, please know you 
have an open invitation to join us at any time! No commitment at first is necessary - just come sing! Can’t sing every Sun-

day? That’s OK, too! If you’re new to First ARP, the choir is a great place to get plugged in within the life of the church. 
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me, Patrick Robinson, or another choir member.  

The choir rehearses weekly on Wednesdays at 7:15 PM, September - May.  
Thanks for your consideration! 

Ryan W. Tinker || Adult Choir Director 



Women’s Ministries News 
Women’s Ministries is pleased to present the 2022 Board: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reach out to any of us with suggestions and ideas you’d like to share. Please watch the 
monthly newsletters and weekly updates for announcements on upcoming events. 

It is our hope and prayer that things will begin to return to a new normal where we can gather 
together and fellowship again soon. We have planned several events but interest has not 

warranted action at this time. Please prayerfully consider plugging into a Bible study or Circle 
small group. It is so important to continue to meet in Christian fellowship. We were never 

meant to worship or fellowship alone. 
Our Women’s Ministries Directories are available in the connector hallway. You can’t miss the 

bright yellow cover. Please take yours soon. 
 
 
 

Other Announcements: 
Ginger Smith will be coordinating the Silver Tea hosted by the Catawba Presbytery,  

Wednesday, July 27 at Family Bible Conference held at Bonclarken.  
Please contact Ginger for more information or if you are interested in providing food items or available 

to help for the day. Please consider attending FBC for a day or the week - register now. 
 

Meet and Greet at Shiloh ARP in Lancaster is being held on April 23 from 9:00am-1:00pm.  
If you are interested in going please contact Ginger Smith. This is open to any woman in the church. 

Lunch will be provided. RSVP to Ginger by March 28th 

President - Ginger Smith 

Vice President - Jenn Krinn 

Secretary - Libby Elder 

Treasurer - Michele Harbin 

Care Ministry - Nora Madsen 

Hospitality - Emma Wilson 

Mission/Outreach - Kay McKinney 

Special Activities - Ginger Catoe 

Spiritual Life - open **prayerfully consider filling this position** 

Library Coordinator - Betsy Dreier 

Prayer Chain - Jeanie Revell 

Staff Liaison - Connie Kiser 



First ARP Women’s Ministries  

Woman of the Year Award—2021 
 

 

This year’s Woman of the Year is, like those of the past, a woman of strong 
Christian character with a willingness to serve her church family and others in 
whatever ways God has called her. 
More specifically, this year’s recipient serves more quietly than some, often 
serving in the background, yet with profound impact on those she serves. 

She has lived, worked, and volunteered throughout our Rock Hill community for many years, while 
faithfully serving her family and her church family. 
In the past she, along with her husband have served on the Congregational Care Committee, calling 
and visiting homebound members of our church family. 
She is faithful to her Sunday School class, serving as secretary for many years.  
She has helped with Vacation Bible School. 
She is always willing to provide food to members when called upon; to help in the kitchen when asked; 
to serve our bereaved members, to help decorate and set up for various events—whatever is needed. 
Our recipient has actively served as a coordinator and supporter of the HARPS program and she has 
been a member of the Women’s Ministries Board in various capacities. 
In her Circle, she is always willing to send cards to college students and homebound members. Her 
handwritten notes are beautifully and meaningfully written gifts to their recipients. 
Most recently, she served for many years as the Prayer Chain Coordinator for Women’s Ministries, a po-
sition which serves our entire congregation through both those who seek or need our prayers, and 
those who are willing to be called upon to pray whenever needed. She always found the right Scripture 
to stimulate our prayers in that moment. She also encouraged those who requested prayer to provide 
follow-up reports—reports which encouraged all involved to praise God in all circumstances and to 
continue to pray. 
 

Our lives are richer, indeed, for knowing and working alongside 
the Woman of the Year for 2021: 

Lois Barnes Kirkpatrick. 

Save the Date! 

After a two year hiatus due to the pandemic,  Women’s Ministries is excited be 
hosting their annual summer yard sale again this year!  

 

Saturday, August 6 



Preschool  

Registration 
 

 

Registration for the  

2022-2023 school year at  

First ARP Preschool is now open! 

Enroll here 
Classes meet from 9:00 AM to 12 noon; placement is  

determined by the child's age on September 1st of the  

current school year. An optional 8 AM Early Drop Off is 

available for an additional fee. Families with more than 

one child enrolled receive a 10% discount on tuition.  

There is a non-refundable $125.00 enrollment fee per 

child to hold your child's place in the appropriate class.   

Class space is limited and families are encouraged to  

register early. 

2022-2023 Monthly Tuition 

Two Day Student (Tues/Thurs) -- $155 per month 

Three Day Student (M/W/F) -- $190 per month 

Five Day Student (M - F) -- $240 per month 

 

Baptisms 

Bonclarken 

Camps 
Music Drama Camp — July 3-8, 2022 

Music/Drama Camp is a great opportunity for boys and girls 

who have completed grades 2-8 to have lots of fun learning 

about production, set design, costuming, and program de-

sign in preparation for a musical production.  

Camp Bonclarken I — July 17-22, 2022 

Camp Bonclarken II — July 24-29, 2022 

Camp Bonclarken offers a Christcentered camping experi-

ence for boys and girls who have completed grades 2-8. 

Campers will be encouraged through Bible study, recreation, 

crafts, music, adventure activities, visits to the Nibble Nook, 

evening worship, and nightly campfires at the lake.  

Fees: 

 

 

Register here! 

Overnight Campers $600 

Day-only Campers $575 

Jackson Holt Emerson, 
I I I 

Infant son of  

Emily & Jackson Emerson 

received the 

Sacrament of Baptism 

on February 13, 2022 

Ezekiel Glenn Oliphant 

Infant son of  

Aimee & Jon Oliphant 

received the 

Sacrament of Baptism 

on January 30, 2022 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5ekBnPx0I1ZdT2hvgBAWjEFoOfRJhNpoyQAB2jhMVFn6XmQ/viewform
https://bonclarkencamps.campbrainregistration.com/


Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

 

Thursday, February 17, a group of faithful volunteers from First ARP volunteer served a group of 95 guests 
a hot lunch of sliced ham, stuffing, sweet potatoes, rolls, cake, and snacks.   

 

Volunteers for February were: 
Steve Cashion 

Jody FitzGerald 
Fran Hancock 
Mike Heintz 
Linda Neely 

Cindy Wilkerson 
Brad & Donna Ziegler 

  
Occasionally, not all of the regular volunteers are available, and there is a great need for volunteers who 
could fill-in. Even if you are unable to be there the entire time (9:30-1:00) you could still be a great help to 

this team!  

 
Are you willing to help?  

For more information on serving contact Fran Hancock.  

The next First ARP volunteer opportunity is Thursday, March 17! 

Catawba Presbytery 
Senior Connect Day 

 

The 3rd Annual Catawba Presbytery Senior Connect Day is just around the corner. Our keynote 

speaker for 2022 is Dr. Iain Duguid, Professor of Old Testament at Westminster Theological  

Seminary and Pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church, Glenside, Pennsylvania. 

 

The day will begin with Check-in & Refreshments at 9:00 AM in the  

Atrium (adjoining Jackson Hall) 

Dr. Duguid will speak at 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  

You will choose one of two seminars offered in the Bridge for the 11:00 

hour.   

A complimentary lunch buffet will be available at 12:00 PM in Jackson Hall.  

Please invite other senior adults. Register here by March 11. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgDy2zT-BpCtLcLp9-cDNRZuBw28egrBvExEwgudnR9KS-PQ/viewform


Member Birthdays 
1 
Jeanie Alexander 
Starr Lee 
4 
Bob Harper 
Lisa Cox 
Laura Leathers 
5 
Key Barkley 
David Helms 
6 
Kate Ferguson 
9 
Emma Gilleland 
Elle Gilleland 
10 
Johnny Logan 
 

13 
Jane Bailey 
Beth Gettys 
14 
Linda Neely 
15 
Sally Ann Catoe 
Warren Norman 
16 
Mary Frampton Whitesides 
18  
Tim Templeton 
21 
Herb Hamilton 
25 
Mark Golightly 
 
 

26 
April Smith 
Callan Tinker 
27 
Jeff Diers 
28 
Caris Kulbok 
Clay Simpson 
Henry Wilson 
29 
Martin Grant 
30 
W.C. Kirkpatrick 
31 
Sally Coleman 
 

Church Wide Spring Cleanup Day 
 

Saturday, March 26 || 9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. 
 

In an effort to get the church in its best shape for Easter, there will be a church wide spring cleaning. Many volunteers 

are welcome and needed as there will be numerous indoor and outdoor jobs to be completed. 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 

 

 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” -Matthew 5:4 

Kara Duggins 
at the death of her mother 

Lisa Duggins 
on February 3, 2022 

Mike Duncan & family 
at the death of his father-in-law 

James Edward Morrow 
on February 19, 2022 

Teacher Appreciation Dinner 

We know all our teachers have had a difficult time 

the past few years. Just Joy is excited to be able to 

recognize the Special Needs teachers in our area 

with a Teacher Appreciation Dinner  

the evening of Tuesday, April 5th.  

Look for more details and opportunities to help in 

the upcoming weeks. 

Church Software & Emails 
The church staff is excited to roll-out our church management software 

to the congregation in the coming weeks. Eventually (this April!), this 
will give you access to be able to update your contact information & 

birthdays, view your giving, and also view contact information for 
fellow church members.  

 
 

On Thursday, March 3 we will be sending out a test email with our 
software. If you do not receive this email it is important that you let 
the church office know so that we can make sure we have your best 
email address in our new system. By April, all church emails (Weekly 
Updates, Newsletters, Worship Service emails, etc.) will begin being 

sent via our new program and we don’t want you to miss out on 
important news in the life of the church. We ask for understanding and 

patience with any hiccups as we make this transition.  
 

 



March Calendar of Events 

Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesday 
Foundations for the Faith 

5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 

6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       

                         Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Study 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward friends with special 
needs and their families, but all are 
welcome to come and participate! 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Connie Kiser for more 
info on enrollment:  
803-327-2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
 
 

TUESDAY, March 1 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    10:00 

a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, March 2 
• Ash Wednesday Service 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, March 3 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team           

8:30 a.m. 
• Circle No. 2                                               

9:30 a.m., Faith Room 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
• Circle No. 1                                             

7:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, March 4– SUNDAY, March 6 
• High School Retreat @ Bonclarken 
 
MONDAY, March 7 
• Circle No 3 

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, March 8 
• Meeting of Catawba Presbytery 

Unity ARP 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    10:00 

a.m., Faith Room 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, March 10 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study                     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• SLED Active Shooter Training 

7:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, March 12 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m., Robinson Hall 
 
SUNDAY, March 13 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 
• Missions Sunday & Jubilee Birthday 

Celebration 
 
MONDAY, March 14 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Group 

10:00 a.m. 

TUESDAY, March 15 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
THURSDAY, March 17 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity,  9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, March 20 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 

5:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, March 21 
• Session 

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, March 22 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
THURSDAY, March 24 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Just Joy Worship Service                        

6:30 p.m., Robinson Hall  
 
FRIDAY, March 25-SUNDAY, March 27 
• Middle School Retreat @ Bonclarken 
 
TUESDAY, March 29 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
THURSDAY, March 31 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  

Don’t be late for 
church… 

Remember to set 
your clocks       

forward one hour 
before going to 

bed on Saturday, 
March 12.  


