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Women’s Ministries News 

 

Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 

 This women’s bible study group will complete their study of 
the Sermon on the Mount on March 9th . The following week, 

March 16th , they will begin another study ($20):  
1 Peter: A Living Hope in Christ  

a nine-week study by Jen Wilkin.  
Please consider joining this study of God’s Word written 

through the faith of one who walked with Jesus.  
 

Thursdays at 12:00 p.m.  

1 & 2 Thessalonians: Living the Gospel to the End  
a ten-week study by Kathleen Buswell Nielson 

 

Both groups meet in the Faith Room. Contact Kathy 
Barron for more information. 

 

Our monthly Circles will continue their study of the 
book of Acts through May.   

 
 

 

Jubilee Birthday Celebration 

 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 
after the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. 

 

Come through the vestibules and select slices of cake to enjoy 
at home in honor of female missionaries in our denomination!  

 
Offerings collected at Jubilee Birthday celebrations are sent to 

World Witness for Shelia Osborne and Rebekah Carson.  

2021 Flower Calendar 

There are still many slots available for 
Sunday morning flowers in 2021. 
Calendar is posted in the T-hall. 

 
 

A few notes about flowers: 
• Communion Sundays require two arrangements 
• Arrangements should not exceed 30 inches in height 
• Several local florists have keys to the church. 

Contact the office if you have any questions.  

Ladies’ Book 

Club 

 

Monday, March 15 
7:00 p.m.  

at the church 
 

 
 

This month we are reading  
In the Sanctuary of Outcasts  

By: Neil White 

 
Contact Connie Kiser with questions! 



Pastor’s Message 

  Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 
 

     As I imagine you are aware, we are in the midst of the 

season of Lent. Lent is the 40 days (minus Sundays) leading 

up to Easter. This is a time churches have recognized for 

centuries and usually involves a focus on repentance and a 

reorientation back to the Lord. This is healthy for us as 

Christians. But remember as I mentioned in the sermon on Feb. 21st, this season is not 

extra special. It is not ordained by God. God’s calendar for us is 6 and 1: work 6 days and 

rest/worship one day. Yet, Lent is not bad. But we must commit to spiritual growth all 

year, not just these 40 days.  

     I challenge you, as I challenge myself, to focus on the spiritual 

disciplines. Spend time in God’s Word: perhaps, reading Luke like 

the CE committee has challenged. Pray regularly for God to work. 

And consider fasting. This could be a fast from food for a day, or 

from something else. But 

remember, the goal of fasting is not 

simply giving something up but 

rather growing in an earnest desire 

for God and spending more time 

with Him.  

     There are a couple of recent books that I would 

recommend. First, To Seek and To Save by Sinclair Ferguson. 

This is an excellent resource and our Women’s Ministry has 

several copies. Another book is Journey to the Cross by Paul 

David Tripp. Both of these books might help you.  

     I pray God works in your heart during this season. Seek the Lord and ask the Spirit to 

help you seek Him. And find hope in the finished work of Jesus on the Cross. Know that I 

am praying for you.  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Jon 



In the month of February we celebrated 
God's love for us!  Through crafts, friendship 

celebrations, and Valentine's parties our 
students rejoiced in their time with their 

friends, and showed each other the love that 
God has shown us.  Even our youngest 
students form the most special bonds!   

 
 

 
As you pray for our preschool we ask that you keep two 

special members of the preschool family in your 
prayers.  Alijah Hardison is an amazing little girl that is a 

superhero! Her body is fighting off Leukemia, and after her 
next round of chemo she and her amazing mommy, Ashley, 

will undergo bone marrow transplant surgery.  Please join us 
in praying for these amazing ladies!  Remember, if you are 
looking for a wonderful, Christ-centered preschool for next 
year, enrollment is open and can be found on our website. 

 
 

An Update From Greg Harbin:,  

Preschool Committee Chairman 
 

Our Preschool Director, Meghan Knight, has resigned to assist her 
church in starting a half day preschool.  We appreciate Meghan's 

leadership and positivity this year, especially in the difficult season 
of Covid-19, and pray God's blessings on her in her new position.  

 
Our former director, Tiffany Dagenhart, will assist us in the short term, but there is a need 
for an Interim Director, starting March 8th, to help guide the preschool through the end 

of the school year in May.   
 

If you know of anyone who might be interested in this position, please contact me  
at 803-984-5855 or gaharbin@comporium.net   

mailto:gaharbin@comporium.net


Prayer Requests & News  

from the Bonillas 

1. Please pray for the formation of our core group: 
local and international families with the same values 
and passion for Church Planting. 
2. Please pray for a building we can rent for our 
ministry activities and that ultimately can be used for 
our regular worship services. 
3. Please pray that we can meet our goal of being 
100% supported in 2021 
4. Please pray that we can became learners of the 
next normal, so we can ministry effectively in planting 
the church. 
5. Please pray for our return to Spain, we have tickets 

for March 3rd.  Pray that our Heavenly Father will continue protecting us from any sickness, and 
especially as we adapt to all the new restrictions currently implemented in Madrid.  The maximum 
number of people when you meet in a group in Spain is only four. Also the restrictions for driving 
demand a special permission to move from one place to another. 

 
Additionally, an invitation has been extended for another short-term mission trip to Madrid in the 

summer of 2022. Contact Michele Harbin for more information. 

Professional Staff Committee Update 

     Following a long search, the Professional Staff Committee is happy to 
announce that the position of Music Ministries Coordinator has been filled 
with the hiring of Mr. Orlando Jones. Orlando will begin working this part-
time position March 1. Orlando grew up in the Baptist Church, but has 
worked in music leadership at various churches of differing traditions 
during his adult years.  
     His education is from the University of South Carolina and North 
Greenville University with a Bachelor of Arts in Music Education, with vocal 
and piano performance. Orlando put himself through college while serving 
as a full-time minister of music, receiving his B.A. with honors in Music 
Education; K-12 Band, Orchestra, and Chorus...with additional 
concentrations in Vocal and Piano Performance from North Greenville 
University. He is also certified to teach chorus, band and orchestra.  
     Your Professional Staff Committee believes that Orlando has the gifts 
and skills to oversee the 9:00 a.m. acoustic service and its volunteer 
musicians, as well as recruit singers for leading in worship through music at 
that service. He will also begin work to implement the other responsibilities 
of his job description as the pandemic will allow, working in concert with Patrick, our Music Director.  
     Please pray for Orlando as he begins his time with us, and make him feel welcome when you have the 
opportunity to do so. Should you need to contact him, his church email is ojones@firstarp.org. 



by Kathy Barron 
     March is a time we look toward Christ’s death and resurrection. Luke immediately came to mind—
one of the Gospels, to keep us focused on this special time in our faith history. 
     Last year—while searching for spring discussion materials for Women’s Ministries—the devotional 
book, To Seek and to Save, by Sinclair Ferguson, came to my attention. It is a daily study, from Ash 
Wednesday through Easter Sunday. Even thought WM did not have the opportunity to discuss it 
together last year (the books arrived about the same time ‘COVID-19’ became a household word) 
some of us used it for personal study. 
      In his Introduction, Dr. Ferguson references the fascinating journey in Chaucer’s The Canterbury 
Tales, and remarks on the “vivid narrative” a journey creates. Luke contains such a journey narrative, 
from verse 9:51 onwards, “Luke records all the events in Jesus’ life in the form of a journey to 
Jerusalem”—all the way to the empty tomb. (p. 7) 
     The CE Committee urges each of you to read Luke each day—read this narrative as it is written—a 
great story; read it for what God is telling YOU—as His holy and inspired word; study it; and, if you 
desire, read Sinclair Ferguson’s devotional study alongside it. 
     Join us at the end of the month on Sunday, March 28th at 7:00 p.m. in Robinson Hall for a book 
discussion. 

There are several copies of Ferguson’s book at the church (contact Kathy Barron, $10-15 to WM), from last year OR you 
can get it directly from Amazon. 

BONCLARKEN VOLUNTEER 

WORK WEEK 
      

Bonclarken is pleased to announce that they 

are planning to have Work Week 2021 

on April 19-21!  
 

The ’week’ will be condensed to just three 

days, beginning Monday with breakfast and 

ending with lunch on Wednesday. (You can 

still check in on Sunday night.) They will mostly be focusing on projects where you can keep socially 

distant from one another. Numerous COVID-19 precautions will be taken, including having evening 

services outside (weather permitting), assigning tables during meals where you will be sitting with the 

same folks each meal, requiring masks to be worn when indoors and when around others, and other 

precautions as well. 
 

Contact Mike Dill (VP for Operations & VWW Coordinator)  

at mdill@bonclarken.org  with any questions.  
 

**You can also contact the church office for a registration form** 

lross@firstarp.org (803)-327-2009 

mailto:mdill@bonclarken.org?subject=VWW%202021%20Information




Ballet of York 

County 

 
As a “thank you” for letting them use our gym Ballet 
of York County would love for you to join them for a 

complimentary adult ballet/pilates class.  
 

Classes are on Mondays and Wednesdays  
from 2pm-3pm and are for ages 18-80+.  

 

There are cards in the church office to pickup to 
bring with you to the class (basically serves as an 

entrance ticket).  
 

Due to Covid-19 precautions and space limitations, 
please email to RSVP: 

balletofyorkcounty@gmail.com 

Caterpillars &  

Butterflies 

Caterpillars will arrive by Sunday, March 14 
and may be picked up in the  

connector. Instruction sheets will be available 
to care for the caterpillar while it grows and 

changes.  
 

Children are asked to bring their 
butterflies to church Easter morning for 

the Butterfly Release following the 
Flowering of the Cross.  

 

Contact Connie Kiser with questions.  

Youth Happenings:  

Middle School  

Retreat 

March 26-28 

 

As with the fall retreats, our Presbytery has laid out a plan to ensure our spring retreats are as 
safe as possible. Mail-outs were sent out last week with the information needed to register. If 

you need another copy or did not receive the packet you can download one HERE. 
 

 In addition to the forms in the packet, students must fill out a Bonclarken waiver that can be 
reached through this LINK (ignore that it says it's for the high school retreat). 

 
The registration deadline is Friday, March 5th.  

By then you must let me know that you or your student is coming and have filled out the 
Bonclarken waiver online. 

 

**We will need a female chaperone for the weekend.  
Prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve.** 

 
CONTACT RODDEY SMITH WITH QUESTIONS: rsmith@firstarp.org 

https://mcusercontent.com/ddd1eaf1c495f23007e387f54/files/6660feeb-8852-43d3-8589-bfb138947a05/MS_Retreat_Student_Packet.pdf
https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/e/FjwgZ8nVQG3V5T3gLeK7jg/


Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

87 guests were served at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen on Thursday, February 18. Guests enjoyed ham 
and macaroni casserole, green beans, glazed carrots, hot buttered rolls, and cookie dessert. 

Team members were: 

Carla Blumenfeld 
Fran Hancock 

Maggie Strauss 
Donna Ziegler 
Brad Ziegler 

 

A group of faithful volunteers from First ARP serve each month at Dorothy Day. This is a rewarding service that 
is filled with fellowship. Occasionally, not all of the regular volunteers are available, and there is a great need 
for volunteers who could fill-in. Even if you are unable to be there the entire time (9:30-1:00) you could still be 

a great help to this team!  

The next volunteer opportunity is Thursday, March 18 

Are you willing to help?  
For more information on serving contact Susan Gardner.  

Virtual Sunday School 

 During this ongoing pandemic, our Christian Education committee contin-

ues to explore avenues for increased involvement in our church activities, 

and for ways in which we can all continue to grow in our faith. Sunday 

School has always offered an opportunity for this growth as well as for fel-

lowship. Covid-19 has changed many things, including our Sunday School. 

The committee wants to determine the interest in a “Zoom” Sunday School 

class, focused on providing an opportunity for a safe and interactive time 

together on Sunday mornings.  If you feel technologically challenged, don’t 

worry --- we have people who are more than willing to help guide you through this process! 

 We need to know if you might be interested, so please contact us. 

You can reach out to Connie Kiser 

(ChristianEducationDirector@firstarp.org), Jon Oliphant 

(associatepastor@firstarp.org), or me (rdlesslie@yahoo.com).  

You can also call the church office (803-327-2009). 

Thanks for considering this, and we hope you choose to  

participate.   

Together in Christ,  

      Robert Lesslie  (on behalf of the CE committee)  

mailto:ChristianEducationDirector@firstarp.org
mailto:associatepastor@firstarp.org
mailto:rdlesslie@yahoo.com


Member Birthdays 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 

 

 
 
 

 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”  -Matthew 5:4 

1 
Jeanie Alexander 

Starr Lee 
 

4 
Lisa Cox 

Bob Harper 
Laura Leathers 

5  
Key Barkley 
David Helms 

 

9 
Eleanor Gilleland 
Emma Gilleland 

 

10 
Johnny Logan 

 

13 
Jane Bailey 
Beth Gettys 

 

14 
Linda Neely 

15 
Sally Anne Catoe 
Warren Norman 

 

16 
Mary Frampton Whitesides 

 

 
 
 
 
 

18 
Tim Templeton 

 

21 
Herb Hamilton 

Keith Parker 
Caitlin Roper 

 

25 
Mark Golightly 

 

26 
April Smith 

 

 
 
 
 
 

27 
Jeff Diers 

 

28 
Caris Kulbok 
Clay Simpson 

 

29 
Martin Grant 

 

30 
Kirk Kirkpatrick 

 

31 
Sally Coleman 
Curtis Correll 

Dick & Linda Bridges 
at the death of his mother 
Elizabeth Nelson Bridges 

on January 29, 2021 

Remembering Henry Lewis Smith 

     Pastor Henry Lewis Smith, the third pastor of our church, died February 5, 2021, after a 
brief illness. Rev. Smith was born in Chinquapin, North Carolina, in 1932 and was ordained in 
the Presbyterian Church in 1956. His first pastorate was at Monroeville Presbyterian Church 
in Monroeville, Alabama. From there, he was called to Rock Hill, SC, in 1963 to serve at First 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. Here in Rock Hill, he met Anna Beth Lynn, who he 
married in 1964. 
     Under Rev. Lewis' leadership, First ARP became very active in youth ministry and 
emphasized teaching the catechism to young people and adults. The church facility was 
expanded, with a new fellowship hall, kitchen and classrooms - areas that now house our 
Preschool ministry. Also during his time in Rock Hill, the congregation assisted in the 

development of the new Eden Terrace ARP Church. 
     In January 1966 he accepted a call to the newly developed Covenant ARP Church in Winter Haven, Florida, where 
he stayed until 1978 when he became pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Prattsville, Alabama. His ministry spanned 
68 years at Presbyterian churches throughout the southeast, in three Presbyterian denominations: The old 
Presbyterian Church, US, the ARP Church and the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). Rev. Smith preached his last 
sermon just three months ago at the meeting of the Southeast Alabama Presbytery, which he served as Stated Clerk 
for 35 years. 
     Henry Lewis Smith is survived by his sister Lena Smith Knight; his four children, Henry Lewis Smith, Jr., Sara Lynn 
Smith, Timothy Jefferies Smith, and Lisbeth Smith Chapman; his twelve grandchildren, and countless other sons and 
daughters in the faith. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to the Southeast Alabama Presbytery, 300 Opelika Rd 
#3133, Auburn, AL 36830, to a fund that will provide a small monetary reward to those who recite the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism. 



March Calendar of Events 

Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward friends with special 
needs and their families, but all are 
welcome to come and participate!  
*Join in-person (masks required)  
or via livestream 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
For more info on enrollment:  
Call 803-327-2009  or email 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 

MONDAY, March 1 
• Circle No. 3                                             

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, March 2 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, March 3 
• Foundations for the Faith                      

7:00 p.m. all ages Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, March 4 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team                 

8:30 a.m., Robinson Hall  
• Circle No. 2                                               

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
FRIDAY, March 5 
• High School Retreat, Bonclarken 
 
SATURDAY, March 6 
• High School Retreat, Bonclarken 
• Women’s Ministries BBQ pickup 

3:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, March 7 
• High School Retreat, Bonclarken 
 
MONDAY, March 8 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Team Meeting                                               

10:00 a.m., Jeanie’s home 
 
TUESDAY, March 9 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Deacon’s Meeting                               

6:30  p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, March 10 
• Foundations for the Faith                      

7:00 p.m. all ages Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, March 11 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
 
SATURDAY, March 13 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 
SUNDAY, March 14 
• DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME STARTS 
• Jubilee Birthday Celebration 

after 9 & 11 worship services 
• Youth D-Groups 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

MONDAY, March 15 
• Session Meeting                                  

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, March 16 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study                                  

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, March 17 
• Foundations for the Faith                      

7:00 p.m. all ages Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, March 18 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity                                          
9:30 a.m.+ 

 
SUNDAY, March 21 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting & 

Training 
4:00 p.m., Robinson Hall 

 
TUESDAY, March 23 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, March 24 
• Foundations for the Faith                      

7:00 p.m. all ages Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, March 25  
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Just Joy Worship Service             

6:30pm, Robinson Hall  
 
FRIDAY, March 26 
• Middle School Retreat, Bonclarken 
 
SATURDAY, March 27 
• Middle School Retreat, Bonclarken 
 
SUNDAY, March 28 
• Middle School Retreat, Bonclarken 
• Palm Sunday Worship Services 

9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  
• Youth D-Groups 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, March 30 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 

Looking Ahead 
 
April 1: Maundy Thursday, 
Tenebrae Service, 7 p.m. 
 
April 4: Easter, 9 & 11 a.m. 
worship services 


