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This summer in the Faith Room 

Come as you are—come as you can 

10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, June 21 

Discussion topic: “Experiencing the Touch of Jesus” 

Tuesday, July 12 

Discussion topic: “Living Victoriously in Difficult Times” 
(subject to change) 

Tuesday, August 2 

Discussion topic: “Living a Life of True Worship” 
(subject to change) 

 

Brunch & Bible discussion 

Please sign-up for the sessions in the  
Connector Hallway or the Robinson Hall Stairwell. 

 

Volunteers are needed to provide brunch—contact 
Kathy Barron. 



Pastors Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 

 
 

     Prayer is one of the spiritual disciplines that we know is important for a 

healthy Christian. Yet, if we are honest, most of us will admit that our prayer 

life could be stronger. We admire prayer warriors in our family or church and 

are inspired to be like them. However, the busyness of life often crowds our 

calendar and we end up praying far less than we should. This is especially true 

over the summer when we are out of our normal schedules, travel more, and 

are doing different activities. I want to offer a couple thoughts on prayer as we 

begin the summer.  

     First, what is prayer? The Westminster Shorter Catechism says, “Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto 

God, for things agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful 

acknowledgment of his mercies.” We pray to God the Father, in the name of Jesus, through the help of the Holy 

Spirit. Prayer is not just a laundry list of requests to God. It is important to pray for others and needs, but we 

also want to praise God, thank Him, and confess our sins to Him when we pray.  

     Second, why do we pray? As ARPs, we believe that God has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass. 

Therefore, prayer does not change God or what He has planned since before the world began. On the contrary, 

prayer changes us. It helps conform our will to God’s will and our desires to His. Prayer reminds us that we are 

finite creatures and that God is infinite. He alone can work. We pray to show our dependence upon God and for 

us to be changed.  

     Third, when should we pray? We can, and should, pray all the time. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Pray without 

ceasing.” This does not mean we should quit our jobs and just pray all day. Rather, we should pray all 

throughout the day instead of just in the morning and at meals. Perhaps you can take a five-minute break at 

work and spend that time praying. Maybe your prayer time is in the shower or while driving to work (it is okay 

to pray with your eyes open).  

     Fourth, with whom should we pray? There are so many answers to this question. You should pray by yourself 

as part of your time with the Lord. Pray with your family: around the dinner table, before bed, and at other 

times. Pray with your spouse. That will certainly help strengthen your marriage. Pray with other church 

members. It is a blessing to hear others pray and there is a bond that comes by praying with and for others.  

     There is a lot of need in our church. Many are going through various treatments for illnesses. Others are 

grieving losses of various kinds. Our children and young people need lots of prayers. Our high school graduates 

certainly need our prayers as they head to college. Pray for marriages and parents. Pray for our church that God 

would bless us and that we would be faithful to what He has called us to do. Pray for our denomination with 

Synod next week.  

     Be intentional this summer to keep prayer a central element in your life. If you are not intentional about it, it 

will not happen. Get up a few minutes earlier. Take a break on vacation to spend time in prayer. Teach your 

children the importance of prayer. Praise God for who He is and what He has done. Thank Him for specific 

blessings in your life. Confess your sins to Him and ask for forgiveness. Call upon the Lord to work in your life 

and in the lives of others.  

     We are weak and limited people. But God is all powerful. Therefore, we need prayer. It is God’s gift to us for 

our growth. Jesus spent time in prayer and so should we. Robert Murray McCheyne said, “What a man is on his 

knees before God, that he is, and nothing more.” Pray and keep on praying for God’s glory and our  good.  

’ 



VBS: To Mars & Beyond 
 

June 13 - 16, 9 am - 12 noon 

for Rising 4K - Rising 6th Grade 
One small step for your kids...one giant leap for God's Kingdom! 

 

Blast off with the first VBS to land on the moon!  To Mars and Beyond will help kids 

discover the wonders of God's universe. They'll become Voyagers on a journey through 

space, exploring where God's power can take them. Along the way, they'll learn how God 

walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with them, too. Add to the 

adventure with out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories that inspire kids 

to give glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine! 

Register HERE  by June 5 

Volunteers are needed! Please contact Connie Kiser for more information 

{New!} Generations  

Sunday School Class 
Beginning Sunday June 5th we will begin a new adult Sun-

day School class, the Generations Class. This class will meet 

in the Faith Room. As the name implies, this class welcomes 

various generations to come grow in their faith and love for 

Jesus. We pray this will be an eclectic group of folks. The class will begin with a 

study entitled The Pillars of Our Faith. This will explore foundational truths about 

what we believe at an introductory level. If you feel intimidated by other classes, 

have not been to Sunday School ever or in a while, or just want to learn more, this 

class is for you. Please contact Jeremy Dreier with any questions.   

https://forms.gle/7e9YmEJLSmndoNMc7


      First ARP Preschool 
Our Preschool finished the year on such a high note!  We spent our last 

full week learning about community helpers.  We had special visits from 

those who work in the medical and dental fields, as well as some of our 

wonderful Rock Hill police officers and firemen.  The firetruck even gave 

us a tour!  

We enjoyed water day and  

popsicles and special outings to 

Amelies, soaking up our last  

moments with these precious chil-

dren. More than a few tears were shed by parents and teachers 

alike on that last day, but we are looking ahead to fun summer 

camps and the next school year with our new director, Ny Snell.  

God truly blessed us this year in so many ways!  So many of you 

have volunteered to come and assist, to watch teacher's chil-

dren during staff meetings, to serve as prayer partners, to provide lunch and supplies, the list goes on 

and on and on. None of this would be possible 

without the dedicated leadership of our  

Preschool Board, chaired by Robert  

Alexander.  Sally Coleman, Tiffany Dagenhart, 

Greg Harbin, Terri Looper, Jennifer Lyle,  

Virginia McCallister and Heather Robinson 

have provided hands-on leadership and  

enabled this ministry to grow and thrive this 

school year.  



Graduate Recognition 
 

 
 

 

Scout Cox 
• Graduating from                    

Northwestern High School 
• Attending University of Portland; 

majoring in medical biology track 

High School 

Thank you to all families who sent in graduate information. If you weren’t able to send information in for this 
edition of the newsletter you can still submit a photo and graduate info for publication in the July Newsletter.  

Please email to: newsletter@firstarp.org by June 20. 

Brooke Dillingham 
• Graduating from 

Gaston Day School 
• Attending Clemson University 

Connor Kulbok 
• Graduating from 

York Preparatory Academy 
• Attending College of Charleston; 

majoring in business, religious 
studies and political science 

Ren Norman 
• Graduating from Rock Hill High 

School 
• Attending The Citadel  

Lainey Nowicki 
• Graduating from South Pointe 

High School 
• Attending Lander University 

Jake Stutts 
• Graduating from Rock Hill High 

School 
• Attending Full Sail University 



College 

John Gettys “Jack” 
• Graduated from Clemson 

University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Agricultural 
Business with a Minor in 

Mechanization 

Emma Gilleland 
• Graduated from the 

College of Charleston 
with a Bachelor of 
Science in a double 

Major of Anthropology 
and Archeology 

Meg Templeton 
• Graduated from Clemson 

University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Microbiology with 
an emphasis in Biomedicine 

and a Minor in Biological 
Sciences 

Eleanor Gilleland 
• Graduated from 
Davidson College with 

a Bachelor in 
Economics 

Thomas Gettys 
• Graduated from The 
Citadel with a Bachelor of 

Science in Business 
Administration 

Mabry Smith 
• Graduated from Anderson 

University with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Interior 
Design, Minor in Art 

Hannah McKinney 
• Graduated from Lander 
University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Exercise Science 

• In July she is headed to Feinburg 
School of Medicine at 

Northwestern University to 
complete a Master’s in 

Prosthetics and Orthotics 



Just Joy 
In August we will celebrate our 10th anniversary of Just Joy. As we look 

forward to celebrating what God has done through our church in the 

special needs community for the past 10 years, we ask everyone to look through their pho-

tos from any Just Joy events and email them to us to include in a slideshow to be shared at 

our August service.  Please email justjoy@firstarp.org. 

Also, we are always looking for volunteers to help us minister to our special friends and 

their families/caregivers. If you have ideas or would like to help, please email us.  

Womens Ministries’ Yard Sale 

A reminder about the upcoming return of our annual yard sale! 

Saturday, August 6 

We will begin accepting items the last two weeks of July.  

Womens Ministries Update 

On May 25 Women’s Ministry hosted a “Conversation and Crafts” even-

ing. We had 12 participants. Approximately 60 grab bags were filled 

and will be delivered to Bonclarken gift shop for campers to purchase 

during summer camps.  We painted a couple of crafts and decorated 

pens as well.  Thanks to Michele Harbin and Kathy Barron for the craft ideas and supplies and 

to others for the grab bag items. We are also sending embroidered  

pillowcases and pens for camp autographs. 

The conversations were great. We heard about recent and future trips, a fall wedding, and end 

of school celebrations among other things. Dinner was great too…we brought our own! 

Please watch the weekly updates and monthly newsletters for future gatherings!  All ages are 

encouraged to come!  You don’t have to be crafty! Just come to chat!  We might teach you 

something or better yet…you might teach us!  

’ 

’ 



Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
  

A group of faithful volunteers served a group of 65 individuals on Thursday, May 19 a meal of 
fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, stewed fresh okra and tomatoes, rolls, dessert, and 

water. 
 

Volunteers: 

Renee Bessinger 

Mike Heintz 

Jody FitzGerald 

Cindy Wilkerson 

Donna and Brad Ziegler 

 

The next date to volunteer is Thursday, June 16 

Contact Fran Hancock for more info! 

Family Promise Update 
 

The week of May 9th-15th First ARP Church was the first church to host Family Promise guests in 
over 2 years. Our week went very smoothly and our guests said they felt very welcomed and one 

mother actually teared up when she saw her room for the first time. 
On behalf of the Family Promise Committee, we want to thank the Covenant Life, Christian Life, 

Fellowship Class and Grace Changes Everything Sunday School Classes and Jane Bailey for 
providing delicious meals each night and for staying to enjoy those meals with our guests as 

well.  We appreciate Jan and David Stephenson and Max and Lisa Smith for helping to set up the 
rooms the Sunday before we started and clean up to be ready for Sunday School the next week. 
We could not do this ministry without our overnight hosts-thank you to Betsy and Jeremy Drei-
er , Timmy Marshall, Mary Joyce Wright, Mike Heintz, Jeanie Alexander, Debi Hallman, George 

Coxhead, Megan Madsen, Mike Looper and Marsha and Bill Vogel who greet our guests, fill in at 
dinner and spend the night for Eric and Nora every Friday night every rotation so we can have a 
night off!  And last but not least thank you to Beth Gault for doing our dirty laundry-it is a big job 

and she does it graciously for us every time our guests are with us. 
Our next rotation will be July 17-24th and then again 

Sept 18-25th. If you would like more information about 
this ministry please contact Eric or Nora Madsen. 

  
Let’s get ready our guests are comin’! 

Family Promise Committee 



Christian Sympathy is extended to 
 

Member Birthdays 
1 
West Kellett 
2 
Juli Gasque 
Lainey Nowicki 
4 
Rachel Crawford 
Raye Templeton 
5 
Brad Brakefield 
6 
Butch Boone 
Susan Cassels 
Elizabeth Leach 
7 
Zoraida Arledge 
Melissa Robbins 
8 
Debbie Brault 
Jon Oliphant 
Ryan Tinker 
 
 
 

9 
Wayne Gardner 
Will Hamilton 
Taylor Madsen 
10 
Peggy Tucker  
12  
Hanah Harris Rhoad 
13 
Terri Looper 
15 
Connie Kiser 
16 
Susanna Ahl 
Chad Helms 
17 
Megan Sanders 
19 
Robert Alexander 
JoAnne Vaughan 
20 
Melissa Leighton 
Jamie McCallister 
Bennie Moore 

21 
Sarah Marion 
22 
George Coxhead 
Scott Ledford 
23 
Howard Kellett 
Mark Neely 
25 
Jill Parker 
Brenda Stallworth 
27 
Juliette Leach 
30 
Tim Kiser 
Patrick Robinson 

John & Will Hamilton 
at the death of their father 
Herbert William Hamilton 

on May 16, 2022 

Save the Date! 

Save the Date for the 2022 Church Wide  

Retreat at beautiful Bonclarken,  

October 14-16, 2022. 

The always entertaining George Fields from Camp 

Joy will be our speaker for the  

weekend. 

Come enjoy food, fellowship, music and you might 

even win a prize!!  

You don’t want to miss this sure to be fun weekend! 

See you on the mountain! 

Camp Joy Counselors Needed! 

Session 1: need 2 males 

Session 2: need 1 female and 5 males 

Session 3: need 12 males 

Session 4: need 2 females and 2 males  

If you are available or would like to know more,  

contact Jeff Lesslie. 



June CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward special needs friends 
and families, but all are welcome to 
come and participate! 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, June 2 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team 

8:30 a.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, June 7 
• Presbytery 
• Synod 
 
WEDNESDAY, June 8 
• Synod 
 
THURSDAY, June 9 
• Synod 
 
SATURDAY, June 11 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, June13-FRIDAY, June 17 
• Quest 
 
MONDAY, June 13 
• VBS: To Mars & Beyond 
• Jeanie Alexander Vision Team 

Prayer Group 
10:00 a.m. 

 
TUESDAY, June 14 
• VBS: To Mars & Beyond 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, June 15 
• VBS: To Mars & Beyond 
 
THURSDAY, June 16 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen                  

9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
• VBS: To Mars & Beyond 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, June 19 
• Appalachia Commissioning 

11:00 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, June 20-THURSDAY, June 23 
• Preschool Camp 
 
MONDAY, June 20-FRIDAY, June 24 
• Horizon 
 
MONDAY, June 20 
• Session                                                    

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, June 21 
• Verses & Vittles 

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
THURSDAY, June 23 
• Just Joy 

6:30 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, June 27-THURSDAY, June 30 
• Preschool Camp 


