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Christian Sympathy is extended to: 

 Pat Cashion 
at the death of her brother-in-law 

Frank Holtzman 
on April 29, 2020 

 

Sarah Harper 
at the death of her sister-in-law 

Evelyn Watson 
on April 30, 2020 

 

Mary Hendrick 
at the death of her sister-in-law 

Lib Stroup 
on May 1, 2020 

 

Jamie McCallister and family 
at the death of his brother 

Clyde William “Bill” McCallister, III 
on May 20, 2020 

 

Jean Hovis 
at the death of her husband 

William Ryan Hovis 
on May 26, 2020 
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Women’s Bible Study 
June 16-August 4 

Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. 
Faith Meeting Room  

 
Join on Tuesdays in the Faith Room (with 

social distancing!) to study:  

Here Is Our God 
By: Kathleen Nielson and 

D.A. Carson 
 

Contributors include: 
Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth, Timothy Keller,  

John Piper, Jenny Salt, Carrie Sandom,  
Paige B. Brown 

 

“I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up.” 
Isaiah 6:1 

 

Contact Kathy Barron for books; invite others to join us!  



Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 

 

 

     In some ways it is hard to believe that it is already June. In other ways it 
seems like 2020 is dragging on and on. Certainly, this year so far has been 
different than we thought it would be. That also applies to summer. Perhaps 
you’ve had to cancel your vacation, postpone going to see family, or miss 
time with friends and you are feeling disappointed. On the flipside, maybe 
you are excited about opportunities to do more now that things are starting 

to open up.  

     If you and I aren’t careful, we can make this summer all about us and what we want to do. When that happens, 
inevitably we brush aside God’s desires for our lives. In the summer, more often than not, we fall out of the rhythms 
of spiritual disciplines: corporate worship, Bible reading, prayer, etc. Additionally, we can fail to truly rest in the Lord 
thinking that somehow this summer will provide what you really need to get back on track if we can just get away.  

     Let me encourage you, as I encourage myself, not to waste your summer. 1 Thessalonians 4:3 says, “For this is the 
will of God, your sanctification…” What does God want for you this summer? He desires you to become more like 
Him. He wants you to grow in your relationship with Him instead of drifting away from Him. His will is your spiritual 
growth.  

     Well what are some practical ways that you can grow this summer and avoid wasting this time spiritually? First, 
you can commit to spending time in God’s Word every day. If your summer schedule looks different than the school 
year, you might have to fight extra hard to make this happen. But find a way to spend time reading your Bible. You 
could start a reading plan where you commit to reading the entire New Testament in June, July, and August. You 
could read the devotions that some of the staff are writing and use that as a “jumping-off” point to further your 
study of Scripture.  

     Secondly, seek to expand the ways you pray. Most of us will admit we could grow in our prayer life, yet so often 
we stop there and don’t find ways to get better. If you aren’t sure where to start, read a psalm and then pray it back 
to the Lord. Then personalize it and allow the psalm to shape your prayers. Another option is use a book of prayers 
like The Valley of Vision. Pray them word-for-word and then personalize them as the Holy Spirit leads. Make a list of 
prayer concerns, write out different things to pray for each day, or consider writing out your prayers.  

     Third, read a solid Christian book that will challenge you to grow. It could be a biography of a Christian who has 
gone home to glory, a theological work, or something more topical. We have many great works in our church library. 
Also, if you want a suggestion, send me an email.  

     Fourth, spend time with the Lord as a family. This could be reading a Bible Storybook if you have younger children, 
or a chapter (or smaller section) of Scripture with older children or your spouse. Read God’s Word together, pray 
with and for each other, and even sing a hymn or psalm together. You will be amazed how good this is for your 
spiritual health. One resource for family devotions is Family Worship Bible Guide. This work provides a brief reading 
for each chapter of the Bible along with a discussion question or two.  

     Lastly, find some practical ways to serve either individually or as a family. While we certainly need to be careful, 
there are plenty of ways we can meet physical and spiritual needs of those around us. Take the time to visit 
someone, even if you sit out in the yard. Write a handwritten note to a church member you haven’t seen in a while. 
Provide a monetary or grocery donation to a ministry we support like the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen, Hope, or the 
Manna House.  

     Brothers and sisters, the summer will come and go. And if we are not careful, September will come and we will 
have wasted the opportunities we have. As Paul says in Ephesians 5:15-16, “15 Look carefully then how you walk, not 
as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.” May we all grow this summer, 
and may God be glorified.  

          —Jon 



     Recently, Connie Kiser asked if I would be willing to write an article for our newsletter, conveying my thoughts on 
what I have experienced and learned from the current pandemic. In response to her servant’s heart, and the reality 
that I have an opinion about most things, I told her I would be happy to.  
     I began giving this some thought, trying to wrap my head around what I have actually learned over the past few 
months. It would need to be something more profound than realizing you need to wash your hands for more than 
twenty seconds in order for it to be effective, or that proper technique is to cough and sneeze into your elbow (a 
boon for dry-cleaners), or that there is a right and a wrong way to wear an N-95 mask. Yes, I learned that fact. A few 
weeks ago, I was given a new mask to wear—the type that is held in place by attaching to your ears. Well, with this 
particular mask, the thin metal strip that molds over your nose is barely noticeable. I spent the first few hours  
wearing it upside down, wondering why my glasses relentlessly fogged. Finally, a benevolent nurse quietly pointed 
out my error, and I corrected my mistake. My glasses still fog, so that’s one thing I haven’t yet learned to prevent. 
     So I was still looking for inspiration to guide my writing. It came early one morning as I was reading from the 
works of one of my favorite theological writers, James Montgomery Boice. He was discussing a familiar story from 
the Book of Numbers (probably not the first place you would think to look for inspiration regarding the corona-
virus). In Chapter 21, the Israelites have once again become impatient with God and Moses, complaining of the lack 
of bread and water. “Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites 
died.” The RSV describes these as “fiery serpents”, probably indicating the high fever associated with these bites 
and then a painful death. Recognizing once again that they had sinned and turned from God, they came to Moses 
and said, “Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” Moses intervened, and the Lord instructed him to 
“make a snake and put it on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” Moses did as he was directed, and 
when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze serpent, he was healed. There was nothing inherently 
magical about the bronze serpent. It was the act of repenting and then believing that healed the people. 
     Now, if you’re trying to find some parallels between the fiery serpents and the current pandemic, well…at first 
blush, it might be difficult. Just like the pandemic, the serpents weren’t asked for or expected, and the results of 
their bites were all too often catastrophic. You’ll have to wrestle with the idea of this pandemic being some kind of 
punishment for our fallen natures—certainly mankind continues to follow the path of the Israelites. We are con-
stantly turning and going astray, each to his own way. And I’m not about to suggest that a panacea for the pandem-
ic will suddenly appear and we will all be healed, though I’m convinced we will soon have an effective vaccine for 
it’s control, and probably some medications that will be proven to help those most seriously impacted.  
     The convicting power of Boice’s discourse on this story from the Book of Numbers and what connects it to the 
pandemic of 2020 comes from the context in which it is given. Boice was expounding on the text from John 3:14-15. 
Jesus is concluding his conversation with Nicodemus—a man like most of us who is having difficulty understanding 
what it is that Jesus is teaching. For the first time in the Gospel of John, Jesus refers to an incident from the Old  
Testament that foreshadows the pivotal aspect of his earthly work. 

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, 
so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
     And there it was. What had saved the Israelite people from the fiery serpents was their belief that God would 
deliver them if they fixed their eyes on the bronze serpent. And here was Jesus, telling Nicodemus, “This is me, 
hanging on the cross. For you. Believe in me, and you will be healed.” He is saying the same thing to you and me. He 
will heal us if we believe and fix our eyes upon him. Does anything else really matter? 
     We’re not told what happened to Nicodemus, whether he finally understood what Jesus was saying, or rather he 
just walked away. Aren’t we faced with those two choices every day? Do we seek his face, or do we walk away? I 
believe this confusing and unexpected pandemic sharpens the focus on this question—an important and timely  
reminder of God’s sovereignty. What really matters is the choice we make, how we respond, and on whom we fix 
our eyes. Whatever fiery serpents surround us, we’re called to lift high the cross of Christ, keep our eyes on Jesus, 
and be assured of His deliverance. 
     So, I guess I have learned something from the coronavirus—something I hope not just to remember, but to let it 
guide my daily walk. And if you ever see me wearing a mask and notice that it’s upside down, please don’t say     
anything. 

Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic 
by: Dr. Robert Lesslie 



Pandemic Perspectives 
Highlighting what First ARP members are learning and doing during this unique season  

and what their Sunday morning routines have looked like.  

Al Adickes 
As a senior in high school, the coronavirus has   
definitely changed my plans for the past few 

months. I was looking forward to all of the senior 
year celebrations and perks that occur every year in 

the spring, but instead my last day in school was 
just a random Thursday in March. I was initially very 

happy about the elongated summer, but then the 
closing of schools slowly led to the closing of every-
thing. The biggest impact this all has had on my life 

is in the social aspect for sure. I miss seeing all of 
my friends, going to play disc golf with more than 

one or two people, and going out to eat with 
friends. With things seemingly starting to slowly 
return to a “new” normal, it looks like there is a 
small light at the end of the tunnel. Quarantine, 

however, has provided lots of positives too. I have 
spent a lot more time with family, I was fortunate 
to be able to work more, school became much less 
work, and I have had a lot more free time. Being a 
good steward of my time was hard the first couple 
of weeks, but after figuring out a flexible schedule, 

all of this time has been great time to spend in      
scripture and in prayer. I’ve almost started to feel 
like Paul while he was in jail: longing to see people 

to love on and to be free to do God’s will. The     
biggest thing I have had to remind myself is that 

this is exactly what God wanted to happen and that 
I needed to see this time as a gift. A gift of being 
able to slow down. I am looking forward to being 

with friends again, but I’m glad I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to strengthen my relationship with God dur-

ing quarantine.  

Jim Townsend 
We are following the rules in regard to the 10:00 AM Service  
viewing time. Margaret and I have appreciated the sermons 

that keep us focused on how God is always with us no matter 
what is going on in the world. Although we stay  seated, we do 

sing the songs and recite the apostles creed. I also like the     
Sermon notes that help me think deeper about the scripture 

passage and the message that goes with it. This time does help 
us stay connected to rest of the congregation and we look    

forward to getting to see everyone face to face. I have already 
sent Barry and Jon a note of thanks for their efforts to bring 

our church to us each Sunday. 

Jeff Diers 
 Beth and I have truly enjoyed the virtual worship each Sunday 

at 10AM.  Under the circumstances, I think it's been a         
wonderful option as we do have a since of unity with fellow 

worshipers and our fantastic ministers.  Having said all that, it 
will be such a blessing to get back to normal someday not too 

far off in the future.  

Jody Rankin 
I always use my iPad for the Service and my phone for the    

Bulletin so I can have all the words to the beautiful hymns at 
my fingertips.  It has been great having music too.  I certainly 

appreciate the time given by everyone who makes this         
possible! I always sit in the same seat at the dining room table 

and sing every hymn chosen, and they have been some        
favorites!  I must confess, I do not stand when asked. (Never 
would have  believed I would not do something when asked!) 

3 

   I had never focused much on Lamentations, but I have loved 
how it has tied in with the Sermons!  Pictures of the             

Congregation were great!  We needed some in the Choir Loft! 
Miss everyone so much, but I will be confined at the Towers 

probably through June! 

A poem by Molly Grigsby 
to her students 

 
To My Students, 

 

I’ve been thinking lately 
About the time we won’t get back 

The time we should have had together 
The moments now we lack 

 

The hello smiles and goodbye waves  
The simple day to days 

The ‘how are you’ conversations 
To make sure you were okay 

 

The lessons I never got to teach 
The laughs we won’t get to share 
The desks empty in the classroom 

It doesn’t seem quite fair 
 

My heart feels very heavy 
When I think what we won’t do 
When I picture all my students 

I start to feel quite blue 
 

So instead of what we won’t get back 
I’ll shift my focus instead 

To the time we have been given 
The time still up ahead 

 

The time to be at home and focus 
On the ones we hold most dear 

The time to pick up hobbies and to rest 
After a very stressful year 

 
 
 
 
 

Let’s make the most of what we’ve got 
The hand that we’ve been dealt 

Because this is hard, on everyone 
It’s something that’s never been felt. 

 

Know that though we aren’t together 
My care for you hasn’t changed 

No matter how long until I see you next 
We will never be estranged 

 

Because you will always be my student 
And hold a big place in my heart 

My love for you has grown so much 
Even though we’ve been apart 

 

I can’t wait to see you change the world 
To take life by the reigns 

To follow the path set out for you 
To use your beautiful brains 

 

When you remember this time,  
years from now 

Don’t think of what we’ve lost 
Think instead of the triumphs you’ve had 

The mountains that you’ve crossed 
 

You’ve made me so proud this school 
year, 

You’ve given it your best 
You never gave up, never said “I can’t” 

You’ve truly risen to every test. 
 

The semester’s almost over, 
The school year’s nearly through 

Finish strong….don’t stop now 
And know that I BELIEVE IN YOU!! 



Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 

 

Susan Gardner, Fran Hancock, Carla Blumenfeld, Donna Zeigler, Linda Neely, and Jay Thorpe prepared chicken and pasta 
casserole, tossed salad, deviled eggs, & toast with chips, cookies and bottled water. 71 guests were served these boxed 

meals outside and thankfully the rain held off during serving time.  

For more information about Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen visit:  

http://www.dorothydaysoupkitchen.org/  

A new way to visit 
Churches during our    

furlough 2020: 
A Message from Juan Carlos Bonilla 

We are so thankful for the great job all Churches in our 
ARP denomination are doing in connecting with their 
members in the midst of the lock down produced by the 
coronavirus.  This year we had plans to visit 30 Churches 
and personally thank them for their partnership in       
ministry, and to share a missionary update about our 
Church Planting ministry in Madrid, Spain.  On       
Wednesday, March 11th, we visited our last Church in 
person, before the stay at home orders.  We had the 
blessing of speaking in person about our ministry at 

a total of nine Churches.  Since the third week of March our family has been able to continue our plans to visit more Churches 
on Sundays and Wednesdays but not in person; now “virtually" is the way we visit Churches.  This new way to connect with 
donors and Churches proves that praying one for another, Ephesians 6:18-19, is not bound to a particular place or distance, 
but that God’s ears are attentive to those that cry out to Him, Psalm 34:15. 

Our family was not planning on spending the last two months at Bonclarken, where Ruth’s parents have a house. However, 
God planned to give our family a time to refresh and renew our mission goals, before we return to Madrid.  God’s Providence 
and Sovereignty are so evident to our family that makes us so humble and more grateful.  We could not have chosen a better 
place to spend during this lock down than the place God chose for us.  At Bonclarken we join our song with David, "During 
danger he will keep me safe in his shelter. He will hide me in his Holy Tent…He will keep me safe on a high mountain,” Psalm 
27:5 NCV.  

Please continue praying for all our upcoming virtual visit to Churches, that as Churches watch our presentation online it would 
spur us all to greater faithfulness and fruitfulness in God’s worldwide mission. 

http://www.dorothydaysoupkitchen.org/


Mission Committee News 
Every month in 2020 the newsletter will highlight missionaries and local charities, ministries,     

and benevolence organizations supported by First ARP.   

Fostering the Family is a group of committed believers that see a crisis with vul-
nerable children and have found a sustainable solution to engage churches in 

their mission to care for orphans and widows. Their mission is to assist families in 
their call to foster and adopt utilizing the local church to strategically care for 

each foster family physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  

Fostering the Family empowers and engages churches to raise up and support 
foster and adoptive parents who are committed to changing the lives of children.  

 

Their plan has three basic parts: 

• Bringing Awareness to the Church: Presenting customized & sustainable foster support through 
Church Awareness Campaigns 

• Building Care Communities: Building and promoting Care Communities surrounding each foster,       
kinship, and adoptive family in the Carolinas. 

• Support & Equip: Equipping volunteers with the knowledge they need to adequately care for & support 
foster families.  

Learn more by visiting: https://www.fosteringthefamily.org/  

Drew & Lauren Goodman 
Wales 

 

Drew & Lauren Goodman serve as World Witness 
missionaries in Wales. The Goodmans serve at 

Christ Church Presbyterian in Barry, a revitalization 
church plant in partnership with the EPCEW, where 

Drew is the Pastor, responsible for preaching,            
evangelism, outreach, and field development.  

A graduate of Moody Bible Institute and Reformed Theological Seminary, he is a current  
doctoral student at Westminster Theological Seminary. Lauren is a graduate of Belhaven          

College in Jackson, MS, and received her master's degree from UNC-Greensboro. Their home 
church is Ballantyne ARP in Charlotte, NC. The Goodmans have four children.  

 

Learn more by visiting: worldwitness.org  

https://www.fosteringthefamily.org/
https://worldwitness.org/


Graduate Recognition 
 

 

 
 

Albert Withers “Al” Adickes 
• Graduating from                    

Northwestern High School 
• Attending Clemson University; 

majoring in Bioengineering  

Anne Sanders Kiser 
• Graduating from                    

South Pointe High School 
• Attending Clemson University 

Paul “Grier” Gettys 
• Graduating from                    

South Pointe High School 
• Attending Clemson University  

John “Manning” Sloop 
• Graduating from                            

Rock Hill High School 
• Attending University of South 

Carolina 

Franklin “Payne” Gettys 
• Graduating from                    

Northwestern High School 
• Attending The Citadel 

High 

School  

Grads 



College 

Grads Donald Milling “Don” Barnes 

• Graduated from The Citadel with a 

degree in Political Science 

• Will attend Graduate School and 

study International Relations 

Lindsay Catherine Looper 

• Graduated from Clemson University 

with a Masters degree in Education 

• Will teach second grade in Anderson 

County, SC  

Thank you to all families who sent in graduate information. 
If you weren’t able to send information in for this edition of 

the newsletter you can still submit a photo and graduate   
info for publication in the July Newsletter.  

Please email to: newsletter@firstarp.org by June 20. 



1 
West Kellett 
 
2 
Juli Gasque 
Lainey Nowicki 
 
3 
Rosie Grigsby 
 
4 
Rachel Crawford 
 
5 
Brad Brakefield 
 
6 
Butch Boone 
Susan Cassels 
Elizabeth Leach 
 
7 
Zoraida Arledge 
Melissa Robbins 
 
8 
Debbie Brault 
Jon Oliphant 
Ryan Tinker 

9 
Wayne Gardner 
Will Hamilton 
Taylor Madsen 
 
10 
Peggy Tucker  
 
12  
Hanah Harris Rhoad 
 
13 
Mac Aycock 
Terri Looper 
 
15 
Connie Kiser 
 
16 
Susanna Ahl 
Chad Helms 
 
17 
John Heinsohn 
Megan Sanders 
 
19 
Robert Alexander 
JoAnne Vaughan 

20 
Melissa Leighton 
Jamie McCallister 
Bennie Moore 
 
22 
George Coxhead 
Scott Ledford 
 
23 
Howard Kellett 
Mark Neely 
 
25 
Jill Parker 
Brenda Stallworth 
 
27 
Juliette Leach 
 
30 
Tim Kiser 
Patrick Robinson 

Member Birthdays 

A Note from Director of Christian Education, Connie Kiser 
 

Summer planning is very different this year. Typically we would be deep into planning for our big summer outreach,     
Vacation Bible School, but due to concern for the safety and health of our children and volunteers, the Session decided to 
cancel VBS for this year. In spite of this disappointment, we are looking forward to summer and to being able to enjoy fun 
family activities together through technology and social media. Most of our families have not only been juggling         
home-schooling, but working, meal planning, shopping, cooking and cleaning - it's been stressful to say the least. Please 
continue to pray for our children and parents as they finish this school year in the midst of uncertainty and many changes 
to plans. Once school is finished, we will kick off summer with an online Family Bingo activity -- be sure to check your 
email and the children's ministry Facebook page for details.  
Our ARP Bookstore is offering a new resource - flashcards for learning the Children's Catechism. Since this will be part of 
our summer activities, parents may want to order a set for home use.   

https://arpbookstore.com/childrens-catechism-flashcards 
 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish          
infinitely more than we might ask or think.  Ephesians 3:20 (New Living Translation)  

https://arpbookstore.com/childrens-catechism-flashcards


Preschool News 
 

Preschool Director Position  

 As many of you know, Jamey and Tiffany Dagenhart are expecting a family addition in the early fall. With that,   
Tiffany plans to leave her position as our Preschool Director to spend her time with their kids. That means we will 
need a new director for the fall, and beyond. The Professional Staff and Preschool Committees have begun the     
process of finding this person. If you are interested, or know of someone who would be interested in the position, 
please contact John Barron, Preschool Committee Chairman.  

with families. 


