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VBS 2022—Out of this world! 



 

Family Promise Dates 
 

Mark your calendars for our next two  
Family Promise Host Weeks: 

 

July 17-24th 
 

September 18-25th  
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Dorothy Day 
 

Our monthly volunteers at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen served a 
group of 85 on June 16th a meal of chicken meatloaf, green beans 

with new potatoes, steamed carrots, fruit, rolls, and dessert. 
 

Volunteers: 
Ed FitzGerald  
Mike Heintz 
Linda Neely 

Brad & Donna Ziegler 
 

A group of faithful volunteers from First ARP join monthly for fellow-
ship and a time of service at the  

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen.  
For more information contact Fran Hancock or Linda Neely. 
 
 

Next serving opportunity is July 21! 



 

    This month we have the wonderful privilege of sending out two mission teams: 

Appalachia and Spain. It is exciting to have people going and being a part of God’s 

work in various places. I hope your heart has been encouraged as we have 

commissioned these teams the past two Sundays. These trips, as well as our 

missions Sunday, bring missions to the forefront of our mind. But I want to reflect 

on an important question: how are we to think about missions all year long? Much 

could be said but I want to offer four main considerations. 

     First, missions is all about the spread of the gospel. Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I have commanded you.” This means that missions is not merely manual labor and service projects. 

Those have their place, to be sure. But missions really is about sharing the good news of Jesus with a lost and dying 

world.  

     Second, we must remember why we participate in missions. There are many reasons, but a couple stand out. We 

participate in missions, like everything else, for the glory of God. This must be our primary motivation. Additionally, 

we engage in missions because God made people to worship. As John Piper said in his book Let the Nations Be Glad, 

“Missions exists because worship doesn’t.” We want people to come to saving faith so they can worship their Creator 

and Redeemer.  

     Third, we all have a role to play in missions. When it comes to missions outside of Rock Hill, we either go or we 

send. If we go, this can take one of two forms. Either we go full-time, or we go on short-term trips. The teams we are 

sending are going on short-term trips. I believe everyone should go on at least one trip like this. If you’ve never gone 

before, please consider one in the future. Additionally, maybe God is calling you to full-time missions. Have you 

prayed about it? If we are sending, we send through prayer and financial support. Perhaps you give directly to 

missionaries. Maybe you give to help others go on short-term trips. I hope you pray. Please pray for our teams as they 

go out. Pray for the missionaries we support. Did you know they are listed on the back of the bulletin? Our 

missionaries often feel lonely and discouraged. Pray for them.  

     Finally, remember that missions is not merely something in another country or a different part of our nation. 

Missions can, and should, happen here in our town every day. The fact of the matter is that God has placed you in a 

neighborhood, school, job, sports team, etc. with people who do not know Jesus as Lord and Savior. This means you 

have opportunities to share the hope of Jesus with people who are dead in their trespasses and sins. Pray that God 

would give you opportunities to share the good news. Invite a coworker, family member, or neighbor to church. 

Practice hospitality: invite them to share a meal where you can learn more about them and perhaps share Christ with 

them.  

     As followers of Jesus, we are meant to share the hope that we have. Do not keep it to yourself. Christians are 

disciples of Jesus who are to be disciple makers. Talk to your children and grandchildren about missions. We all 

desperately want to be a part of something bigger than ourselves. Being a part of God’s mission enables us to do just 

that. Answer the call. Join the mission. And do it for God’s glory.  

 
 



Verses & Vittles 

This summer in the Faith Room 

Come as you are—come as you can 

10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, July 12 

Discussion topic: “Experiencing the Touch of Jesus Pt 2” 

Tuesday, August 2 

Discussion topic: “Experiencing the Touch of Jesus Pt 3” 
 

Brunch & Bible discussion 

Please sign-up for the sessions in the  

Connector Hallway or the Robinson Hall Stairwell. 

Volunteers are needed to provide brunch—contact Kathy Barron. 

New Member(s) Spotlight 
 

Linda Smith visited our church after her grandson, Michael 
Neece and his wife Sarah, became members, and decided to 

join.  A native of Pennsylvania, Linda has lived in Rock Hill for the 
past 20 years.  She retired as an Insurance adjuster and was 

widowed when her husband died in 2017.  Linda enjoys 
exercising, reading and journaling and spending time with her 2 

adult children and 3 grandchildren.   
 
 

 

Riley Kathryn Norman is the daughter 
of Warren and Chrissi Norman and was part of this year's 

Communicant Class.  Riley is the younger sister of Ren and 
Walker, and is a rising 7th grader at Dutchman Creek Middle 
School.   Riley enjoys volleyball and has been involved with 

many plays with Showtime Theatre company. She loves 
hanging out with cousins and friends any chance she gets. Her 
favorite food is probably Mac and cheese and she loves most 

anything pickled . Her dog’s name is Piper. She also has a 
Guinea pig named Harriet and a dwarf hamster named Maple. 



VBS Recap 
To Mars and Beyond was BEYOND our hopes and dreams for 

our first post-Covid Vacation Bible School!  44 children and 38 

volunteers enjoyed a week of focusing of God and his incredible 

power, not only in creation, but in us as well.  Thank you to all 

who came and served, who donated snacks or supplies, and es-

pecially, who prayed!  It was "out of this world!" 
 

Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or 

imagine by his power at work within us!   

Ephesians 3:20 (CEB)  



Celebrating New Life! 
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 

does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17 
 

Congratulations to  
Alex & Emma Wilson 

on the birth of their son 

Timothy Miller “Mills” 
on May 7, 2022. 

 

Proud big brother is Henry.  
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to  
Brandon & Sally Berger 

on the birth of their son 

Wells Arthur 
on May 12, 2022. 

 

Proud big sister is Hollis.  
 
 

 
Congratulations to  

David & Lauren Barnes 
on the birth of their daughter  

Mary Grace 
on May 26, 2022. 

 

Proud big brother is Graves.  
 



Congratulations to  
Alex & Sarah Simpson 

on the birth of their daughter  

Layne Copeland 
on June 23, 2022. 

 

Proud big brother is Luke.  

Celebrating New Life continued... 

Celebrating New Marriage! 

Congratulations to the new 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Leslie 

Congratulations to the new 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Boyd 



     Over the course of June 7th-9th, the pastors and elder delegates from our 
denomination met at Bonclarken for the meeting of General Synod. It was 
wonderful to be back at Bonclarken after three years of meeting in different 
places. The meeting went well and there was a lot of time for fellowship 
outside of the business meetings.  
      The moderator this year is Bill McKay an elder from the Canadian 
Presbytery. He did a good job leading the meeting. His theme for the year is 

“Advance the Gospel.” It is a good reminder that we all have a role to play in sharing the good news of 
Christ. We pray our church will continue in that until the Lord returns!  
      On a whole, there was nothing major out of the business of Synod. Because of the volatility of the 
stock market, they are not entirely sure where we stand on the retirement fund deficit. But God is good 
and through the generosity of many, including many of you, that is in good shape. Several of the major 
reports from committees, including restructuring the Synod and the study of women deacons, asked 
for another year to do their work.  
     World Witness, our missions agency, had a wonderful report of the work God is doing around the 
world. We have several candidates that hope to be able to get to the field in the coming months. Many 
of our missionaries in Europe have had the chance to minister to refugees and they have seen several 
come to faith in Christ. We praise God for his faithfulness.  
     Erskine College and Seminary has a new president, Dr. Steve Adamson. He has worked in many 
different institutions and seems very sharp. He was very clear about his vision for Erskine as the school 
of the ARP denomination. Please be in prayer for him and for Erskine.  
     We are blessed to be a part of such a wonderful denomination. God has been faithful for so many 
years and we know He will continue to be in the future. Please pray for the ARP Church: for faithfulness 
to God’s Word, for wisdom, for growth, and for God to be glorified.  

Prayers for Appalachia & Spain Mission Teams 

This summer we have the privilege of sending two short term mission teams from our church.  Our Ap-

palachia Team will depart Saturday, July 2 and return Friday, July 8.  Team Members include  Ross Dil-

lingham, Emmie Kiser, Lainey Nowicki, Addison Sanders and Taylor Madsen.  They will be leading VBS 

with youth and adults from Neely's Creek ARP Church in the Cumberland Gap area.  Our Spain Mission 

Team departs Friday, July 8 and  returns Monday, July 18.  Team members are Ann Grace Donahue, Trip 

Donahue, Greg Harbin, Michele Harbin and Kay McKinney.  They will be leading VBS with Ruth and Juan 

Carlos Bonilla in Madrid.  Please cover these teams with prayer as they prepare spiritually, mentally, 

physically and emotionally.  Pray for travel details to fall into place, or good health, and that God would 

be glorified in them and through them as he leads, guides and equips them for the work he has for them 

to do.  May God work mightily in the lives of these youth and adults as they travel and do things "out of 

their comfort zones."   



Scenes from Summer Camp 
 

Week 1: 
Superhero Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 2: 
Camping Adventure 

Welcome to First ARP’s New Preschool Director! 

We are delighted to welcome Nyajah Snell as our new Preschool  

Director. Nyajah, who goes by Ny, is originally from Greenville, SC but 

moved to Rock Hill to attend Winthrop University. She graduated with a  

degree in education and taught fifth grade for the past two 2 years. Ny has 

worked with Children’s ministries at First Presbyterian church in Greenville 

as well as Westminister’s ROAR Sports here in Rock Hill in the past. Ny is 

currently a member at Pioneer Church and is constantly encouraged by the 

work the Lord is doing in the church body. 

Ny and her husband Gerald are expecting their first child in September. Join us in welcoming Ny and  

praying for her ministry here with our Preschool. You can contact Ny at preschooldirector@firstarp.org  

mailto:preschooldirector@firstarp.org


Christian Sympathy is 
extended to... 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

and 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 
be comforted.” Matthew 5:4 

Bill & Earle Turner 
at the death of their daughter 

Libby Turner 
on June 9, 2022 

1 
Payne Gettys 
Lauren Ledford Barnes 
Mallory Pearson 
 
2 
Ivey Smith 
 
3 
Nick Tuttle 
 
5 
Lucas Ramsey 
 
6 
Don Ferguson 
Johnny Smith 
 
7 
David Smith 
 
8 
Christian Kulbok 
Wayne Tucker 
 
 
 
9 
Elise Harbin 
 
10 

Jane Fleischer 
 
11 
Dorcas Hinson 
Manning Sloop 
 
12 
Chris Helms 
 
13 
Katherine Logan Rut-
land 
 
15 
Barry Dagenhart 
 
16 
Rob Crawford 
 
17 
Bo Oliphant 
 
 
 
18 
Ann Louise Kellett 
Walker Norris 
Frank Simpson 
 
19 
Buzzy Elder 

Rene Helms 
 
20 
Caleb Ramsey 
Olive Rhoad 
Stephen Turner 
 
21 
John Simpson 
 
22 
H.W. Rhodes, Jr.  
Lisa Smith 
 
23 
Dottie Gettys 
Deaglan Stallworth 
 
 
 
24 
Shellie Sloop 
 
29 
Angela Fischesser 
 
30  
David Allan 
Jeffery Rutland 
 
31 

Ashley Barron 
Kay McKinney 
Beth Robinson 
Hal Todd 

Just Joy 
 

In August we will celebrate our 

10th anniversary of Just Joy. As 

we look forward to celebrating what God has 

done through our church in the special needs 

community for the past 10 years, we ask 

everyone to look through their photos from 

any Just Joy events and email them to us to 

include in a slideshow to be shared at our 

August service.  Please email 

justjoy@firstarp.org. 

Also, we are always looking for volunteers to 

help us minister to our special friends and their 

families/caregivers. If you have ideas or would 

like to help, please email us.  

Ginger & David 
Smith 

at the death of Ginger’s brother 

Joe Williams 
on June 19, 2022 



July Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday (July 22) 
6:30 p.m. Worship Service 
geared toward special needs friends 
and families, but all are welcome to 
come and participate! 
 

Preschool 
Contact Connie Kiser for more info on 
fall enrollment opportunities: 803-327-
2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, July 2 
• Appalachia Mission Team departs 
 
MONDAY, July 4 
• Church office closed                                    
 
TUESDAY, July 5 
• Men’s Prayer Team 
• Worship Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, July 7 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team 

8:30 a.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, July 8 
• Appalachia Mission Team returns 
• Spain Mission Team departs 
 
SATURDAY, July 9 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, July 11-THURSDAY, July 14 
• Preschool Summer Camp 
 
MONDAY, July 11 
• Jeanie Alexander Vision Team Prayer 

Group 
10:00 a.m. 

• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 
5:30 p.m. 

 
TUESDAY, July 12 
• Verses & Vittles 

10:00 a.m. 
• Diaconate                                                  

6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, July 17-SUNDAY, July 24 
• Family Promise Host Week 
 
MONDAY, July 18-THURSDAY, July 21 
• Preschool Summer Camp 
 
MONDAY, July 18 
• Spain Mission Team returns 
• Session                                                        

7:00 p.m.  
 
TUESDAY, July 19 
• CE Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, July 21 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, July 25-THURSDAY, July 28 
• Preschool Summer Camp 
 
TUESDAY. July 26 
• Preschool Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, July 28 
• Just Joy Worship Service 

6:30 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, July 31 
• Single Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Throughout the month of July, 
on Fridays, the gym is open for 

families to come and play! 

Save the Date(s)! 
 

Children & Youth Rally Day 

Sunday, August 14 

 

Adult Sunday School Open House 

Sunday, August 28 

July is HOPE Month 
Donations will be accepted in the  
connector to help stock the pantry at 
HOPE. 


