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FALL CLEAN-UP 

August 14 
 

A cleaning of the church and grounds in 
preparation for the 125th anniversary.  

 
Volunteers are needed to: 

 Freshen plant beds around the church 
 Clean windows 
 Clean the sanctuary building  
 Etc. 

...so that the property can be at its best  
for the celebration! 

 

Contact Jim Townsend or Alex Wilson  
if you can help.  
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Dorothy Day 
 

Our monthly volunteers at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen served 
a group of 85 on June 17th a meal of bratwurst with steamed 
cabbage and potatoes, black-eyed peas, peaches, rolls, straw-

berry-roll cake, and assorted snacks to-go. 
 

Volunteers: 
Carla Blumenfeld 

Fran Hancock 
Carmina Mateo 

Linda Neely 
Jack Snyder 

Donna and Brad Ziegler  
 

A group of faithful volunteers from First ARP join monthly for fel-
lowship and a time of service at the  

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen.  

For more information contact Susan Gardner. 
 
 

Next serving opportunity is July 15! 



 
 

          Over the past several months, we have had the wonderful 
privilege of baptizing several covenant children. In the coming 
months, we will have several more baptisms. This is exciting for 
our church and a blessing for which we should thank our 
Heavenly Father.  
           Do you ever find yourself wondering what to do when 
watching a baptism? I mean it is cute and all, and we love to see 
how the baby is going to react when water is put on his/her 
head. We all take a vow to assist the parents in raising their 
child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. However, if we are honest, we tend to think of baptism as 
more for the family than for us.  
           I want to submit that you and I have something important to do when we observe the sacrament of 
baptism. After all, corporate worship is designed by God so that we are all active participants rather than 
passive observers. This includes every element of worship.  
           The Westminster Larger Catechism question 167 asks, “How is our Baptism to be improved by us?” 
First of all, this does not mean that baptism is lacking. Improve is another way of saying apply. So really the 
question is asking how we apply our baptism. The catechism answers by stating:  

 
The needful, but much neglected duty of improving our Baptism, is to be performed by us all our life 
long, especially in the time of temptation, and when we are present at the administration of it to 
others; by serious and thankful consideration of the nature of it, and of the ends for which Christ 
instituted it, the privileges and benefits conferred and sealed thereby, and our solemn vow made 
therein; by being humbled for our sinful defilement, our falling short of, and walking contrary to, the 
grace of baptism, and our engagements…and by endeavoring to live by faith... 
 
While there is much that could be said on what the catechism teaches, I want to point out a couple 

helpful ideas. First, notice that this is to be done, among other times, when we are present at the 
administration of baptism to others. In other words, when we watch a baptism, we can “improve” our own. 
Second, notice how the answer tells us to  improve our baptism. We do it by considering the nature of it. We 
think about the fact that baptism signifies God placing His name and claim on us. It reminds us that God 
chose us while we were still dead in our trespasses and sins (Rom. 5:8, Eph. 2:1-2). We should think about 
the benefits of being a part of the covenant community of believers. Reflecting on our union with Christ is 
also important during a baptism. Finally, we should endeavor to live by faith. In other words, when we 
observe a baptism, we should renew our commitment to the Lord and to faithfully following Him.  

So I challenge you, as I challenge myself, the next time we have a baptism in corporate worship to 
think on improving your baptism. Meditate on your own baptism and what Christ has done for you. Seek to 
find assurance of your salvation in the fact that you are united to Christ. And resolve, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to live by faith.  
 
~ Pastor Jon  



Women's Ministries News 
Because of the short summer for our children, youth and school staff members, Women’s Ministries 

has decided not to do a 4- or 6-week study—even one that is, as usual, “come as you can”. 

Our plan is to host 3 Tuesday mornings of fellowship over brunch, Bible discussion, and prayer. 

Come to one or come to all—YOU will be welcome! 

 
Our June “Verses” will be on the topic: “We Belong to a Holy God.”  

Bring your appetite for food, fellowship, and our Father’s Word  
 
 

Faith Meeting Room 

10:00-11:30 

June 29, July 20, and August 10 

Look for the Scripture passages in the weekly newsletter. 
 

There will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the Connector  

(for brunch numbers)-- 

but if you don’t get signed up, come anyway! 
 

If you’d like to help with “the vittles”,  

or have questions: contact Kathy Barron 

Fall Bible Studies 

 God of Deliverance: Exodus 1-10, an 8-week study by Jen Wilkin.  

Tuesdays at 10:00 starting Sept 7th and Thursdays at Noon starting Sept 9th.  

If ANYONE would like an evening study, please contact Kathy Barron.  

125th Anniversary prints for sale 

The WM Board will be offering a limited number of 
prints in conjunction with the 125th Anniversary 

Celebration. 
 

Virginia McCallister, a resident artist, has been 
commissioned to do 5X7 signed, numbered prints of the 

front elevation of the our sanctuary building. 
Price will be $50 each for the prints.  

 

Please contact Nora Madsen to reserve your print—
only 125 will be available!  





 

 

Everyone who participates will receive a complimentary 10x13 professional portrait and one 
printed directory. We need everyone to participate to help make this directory complete! 

Additional quality portraits will be offered at competitive prices.  
 

Click the link below to make an appointment. Contact the church office for assistance! 

https://www.appointmentquest.com/scheduler/2180060739.1?schedule=firstarpchurch 

PHOTOGRAPHY DATES: August 19-22 

THIS SUMMER AT BONCLARKEN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Request for those at Bonclarken this summer 

Bonclarken is not only a place for renewal, but also a place to serve.  This summer, several of 
our adults and youth are serving and would appreciate your prayers for their health, energy 
and for the opportunities to be a blessing to others.  Additionally, several of our youth are 

attending camps and conferences. 
Camp Joy:  Robert and Jeanie Alexander;  Lesslie and Kulbok families 

Music Conference:  Sarah Dagenhart, Anne Kiser, Elliott Smith, staff;  Davis Capel, Sally Anne 
Catoe, Shaw Catoe, Emmie Kiser, Brady Nowicki, Lainey Nowicki, Jenny Nowicki and Taylor 

Madsen, attending. 
Camp Bonclarken: Sarah Dagenhart, Anne and Emmie Kiser, Elliott Smith, 

staff;  Collin and Pressly Dozier, Jake McCallister, Addison and Avery 
Sanders, Maggie Stallworth, attending 

Family Bible Conference:  John and Kathy Barron, Ginger Smith  
 

Thank you to Women’s Ministries & individuals who generously support 
our children. 

Music Conference Concert at Bonclarken 
Friday, July 16 at 7:00 pm in the Youth Activities Building 

Several of our young people and adults will be attending Music Confer-
ence next week at Bonclarken (names are listed below).  At the end of the 
week, the Concert Celebration of Worship and Music is Friday evening at 

7:00 pm and is open to all to attend.  



Preschool Age Summer Fun 

Families with preschool aged children are 
invited for fellowship & fun!  

Contact Connie Kiser with questions.  
 

•  Popsicles & Play Dates: Thursday, July 8 from 10 a.m.-Noon 
Come to the gym and play with your friends! We’ll have popsicles to share— 

picnic lunch optional!  
 

• Water Day: Thursday, July 29 from 10 a.m.-Noon 
Come play and splash around with your church friends! Bring a towel, 

sunscreen, and a picnic lunch.  
 

•  Popsicles & Play Dates: Thursday, August 12 from 10 a.m.-Noon 
Come to the gym and play with your friends! We’ll have popsicles to share— 

picnic lunch optional!  

Church-wide fall 

retreat 

October 15-17, 2021 
 

“The church retreat is always a weekend of relaxation and fellowship. It is a much 
needed time that refreshes my soul and love of my church family!”  -Katie Beth Tinker   

 

Now is the time to make your reservations for the Church Wide Fall Retreat. The total 
cost will be $100.00 per family.  We will be taking reservations with a $50.00 deposit due 

by September 1st with balance to be paid by October 10th.   
 

Walt Alexander will be our Speaker Saturday Morning for Adults.  
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to be back at Bonclarken together with your church family!   
Reach out to Nora Madsen or the church office to make your reservation.  



         As you are probably aware, the General Synod met June 8th-10th at First 
Presbyterian Church in Columbia. Elders Max Smith and John Barron, along with 
Barry and I were your delegates at this meeting. The days were long, there was 
lots of discussion and motions, but on a whole it was a good meeting. We missed 
being at Bonclarken, but Lord-willing we will return there next year. I want to 
give you a brief report of the meeting.  

          If you are new to the church or to the ARP, you might be wondering what 
synod is? First, it is not “senate” as I thought when I first heard someone say 
“synod.” Synod is the highest court in our denomination. Each church sends their 

pastor(s) and elder representatives (depending on the size of the congregation). The synod reviews appeals 
and complaints from presbyteries, hears reports from committees, and agencies, and discusses vision and big 
decisions for the whole denomination. While these meetings are not always the most fun, they are very 
important in the life of the denomination.  

          One of the major discussions regarded the retirement plan for ARP ministers. If you were not aware, we 
had an unfunded liability for the current plan of about $8.5 million. The court decided to change from a 
pension plan to a defined contribution plan for ministers 62 and under. Nothing will change for retired 
ministers or those over 62. So, no need to worry for those in our midst who fit that category. While the Lord 
has provided a lot of the $8.5 million deficit, there is still a need. Perhaps you will prayerfully consider 
contributing to our denomination to help. After all, we are a family with family needs.  

            Another major discussion involved Christian education. For a number of years, the denomination has 
had an agency called Christian Education Ministries (CEM). CEM oversees Horizon/Quest, Family Bible 
Conference, the Adult Quarterly, Camp Joy, and Appalachia as well as operates the bookstore. In light of a 
recommendation from a special committee on restructuring, the synod voted to close CEM in July 2022.  

I wanted to report on this so you were not surprised if you heard it from others. None of the ministries 
will cease to exist. Horizon, Quest, and Family Bible conference will have a committee to oversee them. 
Appalachia will be under World Witness (mission agency). Camp Joy will more than likely become its own 
ministry of the ARP. The quarterly will fall to the executive board. I believe the decision was two-fold. First, 
there was the practical side of saving money in staffing. Second, there was a philosophical side. The change 
was to go to a more bottom-up structure rather than a top-down. Please know that our denomination is not 
giving up on discipleship. That is not what this decision means. At the same time, pray for God to provide for 
those leading these various ministries in the days and years to come.  

Finally, and maybe most exciting to me, is that we added another document to the standards of the 
ARP (pending approval at the Presbytery level): The Directory of Private and Family Worship. Your former 
associate, Philip, was on the committee that wrote this directory. This short four-page document gives some 
helpful guidance for individuals and families on how to worship in the home. Family worship is not in lieu of 
corporate worship, but rather in addition to it. The Directory helpfully states that family worship includes 
prayer, Scripture reading/discussion, and singing. If you are not in the habit of family worship, I challenge 
you to consider implementing it. I promise, you will not regret it. In only 15 to 20 minutes (or less if you have 
young children), you can accomplish these three disciplines. Your family will be strengthened for sure. Click 
here for an electronic version of this document.  

Please continue to pray for our denomination and the General Synod. God is at work in our 
denomination and for that we praise Him. We all have a role to play. May we play it faithfully and for God’s 
glory.  

~ Pastor Jon 

http://arpchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/The-Directory-Of-Private-And-Family-Worship-Of-The-ARP-Church.pdf
http://arpchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/The-Directory-Of-Private-And-Family-Worship-Of-The-ARP-Church.pdf


Celebrate Christmas this summer! 
 

Age 3 - 5th graders are invited to 

"Christmas in July," our 2021 "mini-

VBS" mornings with Bible, games, 

snacks, crafts and more!  Youth (6th 

grade and older) are encouraged to 

come help.   

10-12:00 p.m.  

Sign up for any/all of these 

events by visiting:  

https://forms.gle/

yBdQxhdTjq9wVzQ67  

BIBLE MASTERY FOR JULY 

     July’s Bible Mastery focus will be the book of Titus. In 
light of Pastor Jon's teaching on studying the Bible on 
Wednesday nights this past semester, the CE Committee 
encourages you to think through the following questions 
as you read through the book.   
1. What do I observe in this text as I read it the first 

time? Does anything stand out or confuse me? 
2. What does this passage mean in light of the context 

and other passages of Scripture? What does this pas-
sage teach me about the Triune God, humanity, and 
the world around me?  

3. How can this impact my daily life including my 
thoughts, my feelings, and my actions? What sins do 
I need to confess and how can this change the way I 
live?   

 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, July 28th @ 7:00 
p.m. for our discussion on Titus as well as an Ice Cream 
Social! 

https://forms.gle/yBdQxhdTjq9wVzQ67
https://forms.gle/yBdQxhdTjq9wVzQ67


1 
Payne Gettys 
Lauren Ledford Barnes 
Mallory Pearson 
 
2 
Ivey Smith 
 
3 
Nick Tuttle 
 
5 
Lucas Ramsey 
 
6 
Don Ferguson 
Johnny Smith 
 
7 
David Smith 
 
8 
Christian Kulbok 
Wayne Tucker 
 
 
 

9 
Kyle Brakefield 
Elise Harbin 
 
10 
Jane Fleischer 
 
11 
Dorcas Hinson 
Manning Sloop 
 
12 
Chris Helms 
 
13 
Katherine Logan Rutland 
 
15 
Barry Dagenhart 
 
16 
Rob Crawford 
 
17 
Bo Oliphant 
 
 

18 
Ann Louise Kellett 
Walker Norris 
Frank Simpson 
 
19 
Buzzy Elder 
Rene Helms 
 
20 
Caleb Ramsey 
Olive Rhoad 
Stephen Turner 
 
21 
John Simpson 
 
22 
H.W. Rhodes, Jr.  
Lisa Smith 
Larry Entrekin 
 
23 
Dottie Gettys 
Deaglan Stallworth 
 
 

24 
Shellie Sloop 
 
29 
Angela Fischesser 
 
30  
David Allan 
Jeffery Rutland 
 
31 
Ashley Barron 
Kay McKinney 
Beth Robinson 
Hal Todd 

Congregational Services Committee 

Needs YOU 

 

The CSC is recruiting additional servants to become friends of members of our congregation that need 
special care for various reasons. If you are willing and able to commit to providing the following 

outreach to a member/s of our church family, please contact Debi Hallman.  
 

Outreach includes staying in touch with your “friend” once a month by:  

• Checking on them with a phone call, or 

• Sending a note or card, 

• Remembering the friend’s birthday or other holidays or special dates in their lives, or 

• Making in-person visits, or  

• Inviting them to lunch, or 

• Any other means of service/outreach that are amenable to you and your “friend” 

 

Thank you for considering joining the CSC. 

We are all BLESSED to be a BLESSING to others! 



July Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday (July 22) 
6:30 p.m. Worship Service 
geared toward special needs friends 
and families, but all are welcome to 
come and participate! 
 

Preschool 
Contact Connie Kiser for more info on 
fall enrollment opportunities: 803-327-
2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, July 3 
• Appalachia Mission Team Departs 
 
MONDAY, July 5 
• Church office closed                                    
 
FRIDAY, July 9 
• Appalachia Mission Team Returns 
 
SATURDAY, July 10 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m., Robinson Hall 
 
MONDAY, July 12 
• Jeanie Alexander Vision Team Prayer 

Group 
10:00 a.m. 

 
TUESDAY, July 13 
• Diaconate                                                  

6:30 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, July 14 
• Christmas in July VBS 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
• Youth @ PW’s  

7:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, July 15 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, July 19 
• Session                                                        

7:00 p.m.  
 
TUESDAY, July 20 
• Verses & Vittles 

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, July 21 
• Christmas in July VBS 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, July 22 
• Youth Breakfast Club 

10:00 a.m. 
• Just Joy Worship Service 

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, July 27 
• Youth Game Night  

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, July 28 
• Christmas in July VBS 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
• Bible Mastery Discussion & Ice Cream 

Social 
7:00 p.m. 

 
THURSDAY, July 29 
• Preschool Age Water Day 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Christian Sympathy is extended to... 
 

 
 

 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 
Matthew 5:4 

Hal Todd & family 
at the death of his wife 

Kathy Todd 
on May 26, 2021 

Mark Your  

Calendar 

Rally Day 

Sunday, August 15 


