
First ARP Church of Rock Hill  

January 2022 



In this issue... 
 Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen  

 Flower Calendar 

 Pastor’s Message 

 Youth News 

 Music News 

 Women’s Ministries 

 Preschool News 

 Sunday School 

 Directory Information Update 

 Prayer Walk Recap 

 Member Birthdays 

 Christian Sympathy 

 Calendar of Events  

2022 Flower  
Calendar 

 

The 2022 Flower Calendar  
is posted in the T-Hall.  

Providing flowers on a Sunday morning is a wonderful 
opportunity to honor or remember a loved one, or  

celebrate a special day.   
Sign up today!  

 

A few notes about flowers: 
• Communion Sundays require two arrangements 

• Arrangements should not exceed 30 inches in height 
• Due to allergies, the Choir requests that no scented lilies be 

used  
• Several local florists have keys to FARP. Contact the office if 

you have any questions.  

Dorothy Day Soup 
Kitchen 

 
 

A group of faithful volunteers from First ARP 
serve each month at Dorothy Day. This is a 

rewarding service that is filled with fellowship. 
Occasionally not all of the regular volunteers 

are available, and there is a great need for 
volunteers who could fill-in. Even if you are 

unable to be there the entire time (9:30-1:00) you 
could still be a great help to this team!  

 

The next volunteer opportunity is 
Thursday, January 20.  



Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 

 

      A new year is upon us. If you are like me, in many senses it is hard 
to believe another year is here. The start of the new year is exciting: 
out with the old, in with the new. A new year also serves as a time to 
evaluate ourselves and to make resolutions to grow in certain areas 
of our life. The most important area of growth is in our spiritual life. 
2 Peter 3:18 says, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.” As we begin a new year, here are several 
key areas to prioritize if you are going to grow in the Lord this year.  

The most important activity for spiritual growth is corporate worship. Over and over again the Bible calls 
God’s people to worship Him in an assembled manner. The New Testament knows nothing of a Christian 
who does not attend church regularly if able. When we gather together, we sing together, pray together, 
read God’s Word together, and sit under the preaching of His Holy Word. The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism says, “The Spirit of God makes the reading but especially the preaching of the word, an effectual 
means of convincing and converting sinners, and building them up in holiness and comfort through faith 
unto salvation.” If you have not been in the habit of attending worship, I strongly encourage you to do so. I 
know COVID is still around, but it might be for years. We must find ways to prioritize worshiping together if 
at all possible.  

Another way to grow is Sunday School. Our Christian Education Committee is emphasizing the 
importance of Sunday School this year. Their goal is to try and get more children, youth, and adults 
regularly involved in this ministry. If you are not in a class, please consider joining one now. During this 
time, you have the privilege of studying God’s Word together with other church members and discussing its 
application. Moreover, Sunday School provides a chance to ask questions which does not happen in 
corporate worship.  

Wednesday nights is yet another avenue for spiritual growth. The Family Life Committee is prayerfully 
looking to resume Wednesday nights in February. Obviously COVID and other issues play a factor in that. 
But prayerfully we will be able to resume meals of some sorts as well as Bible Studies for all ages. Please 
consider building this into your weekly schedule. Trust me, you will not be sad you did.  

Our church also offers Bible studies for women and men. Our women meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
each week. These are wonderful times of study in God’s Word and discussion. Women consider attending 
one of these if your schedule allows. The men meet once a month on the second Saturday of the month. 
We are currently studying Devoted to God by Sinclair Ferguson. We would love for more men to join.  

While corporate avenues of growth are plenteous, there are also individual ones too. I would challenge 
you to make reading your Bible a priority this year. If you’ve never read through the entire Bible, consider 
trying it. Think you don’t have enough time: did you know in only 12 minutes per day you can read through 
the Bible in a year? Maybe cutting out an episode of tv or scrolling social media will give you time to do this. 
If you are looking for a Bible reading plan, click here for an article with several good options. Spending time 
in God’s Word will help you know the Lord more and strengthen your faith.  

Whether you realize it or not, 2022 will come and go as fast as 2021. You will blink at you will be at the 
end of the year. What this means is we must be intentional, or we will not find time to grow. Pray that the 
Lord would give you grace to grow spiritually this year.  
 
 

https://www.ligonier.org/posts/bible-reading-plans?utm_medium=slider&utm_source=ligonier


News from the Music Department 
Our church is blessed to have so many talented individuals – in-

cluding many fine musicians! Among those musicians is Ryan Tink-

er. Ryan is not only an excellent trombonist, but also holds a mas-

ter’s degree in conducting from the University of South Florida. 

Ryan has assisted with directing the Adult Choir on occasion for the 

past several years. Beginning in January 2022, the Session has  

approved that Ryan be named Adult Choir Director for the 11:00 

a.m. service working under my supervision. Ryan will be paid from 

existing monies from the music department in the General Fund. 

My salary will be adjusted accordingly. The Adult Choir is excited to 

have Ryan on a more permanent basis, and happy that the Session 

decided to compensate him for his hard work. I will continue to 

serve as Director of Music and will oversee all components of the church’s music program. Please join 

us in welcoming Ryan Tinker to our staff! 

-Patrick Robinson, Music Director 

Youth News 
 

 

The youth visited some of our homebound members on December 18th. Afterward we 

gathered at Revell farm for our annual Christmas Party. We want to thank Jon  Oliphant 

for chaperoning, the Robinson, Cox, and Smith families for providing dinner, and the  

Revell’s for hosting.  
 

 

Coming soon!  
Youth Tubing Trip on MLK Day 

When: January 17th @ 9:00 a.m. 

Cost: $40 + money for lunch 

Sign-up by January 6th—will be based on availability after this. 

Contact Taylor Madsen or Pastor Jon for more info! 



Women’s Ministries News  
make a new year commitment to bible study! 

 

Circles 

Our 3 Circles continue to meet and study Elijah and Elisha. 
Books are still available in the Robinson Hall stairwell. 

Join us for this study and for the joint service of our women and women across our denomination. 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Bible Studies 
This past fall, both of our Bible Studies completed God of Deliverance: Exodus 1-18, a study by Jen Wilkin. This study 

so encouraged us that we wanted to continue in Exodus if possible. Wilkin’s continuing study, God of Freedom: 
Exodus 19-40, is due to be shipped in early January. As soon as we can receive copies, and if they are approved by 

the Session, we will begin these studies at their usual times. Keep watch in the weekly updates and at the WM table 
in the connector for these start dates. During January, take time to read and study one of those faith-filled books 

you’ve never had a chance to read or ponder and fill yourself with God’s Word. 

Circle #1 
1st Monday, 6:30 p.m. 

Members’ Homes  

Circle #2 
1st Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 

Faith Meeting Room 

Circle #3 
1st Thursday, 7:00 p.m. 
Faith Meeting Room 



First ARP Preschool 
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! God has certainly blessed our Preschool  

ministry mightily this Fall, and we look forward to His continued work in the new year.   
Some highlights include: 

• Welcoming several new families (we currently have 34 children enrolled!) which  
allowed us to start a new class for Transitional two year olds in December. 

• A fun Fall field trip to Black's Peaches that allowed us to get to know some of our new par-
ents and grandparents 

• The Preschool Board, led by Robert Alexander, continues to provide support and  
excellent leadership, and Tiffany Dagenhart and Polly Wingate are observing and  
equipping our teachers in the best use of our new curriculum.  

• Our two older classes, 3 and 4 year olds, presented a sweet Nativity play in December 
with wonderful support from parents and church members.  

• Our volunteers and prayer partners provided a delicious Christmas lunch for the  
teachers, who were each given a gift card and New Morning Mercies by Paul David Tripp 
from the church.  It was a much needed time for fellowship! 

 

The teachers are so very grateful for the deep commitment of the church to the  
Preschool, and the generous financial gifts and prayer support this year.  Our  

"second semester" begins on Wednesday, January 5;  please continue to pray for a new  
director and for the teachers and students as we continue to love and serve young  

families.   





Sunday School Studies 
For 2022, the Christian Education Committee is considering a systematic framework to engage with 

our church family in expanding and enhancing Sunday School in the life of the church.  Our goals are:  

• Raise awareness of Sunday School class options, and spark your interest in joining 

• Broaden understanding of Sunday School’s unique opportunities to broaden and deepen our 

friendships and fellowship 

• Hear diverse thoughts on what Sunday School offerings and approaches can strengthen and in-

spire our worship and our understanding of First ARP’s role in a changing community 

• Whatever else might be on your minds. 

 

We would love to hear your thoughts and perspectives as we seek to connect all our members to an 

intentional study of God's Word, and in deeper relationships with one another.  Four adult classes are 

currently meeting, and we hope that more will be offered in the coming year.  

If you are not currently involved in a class, please come visit and see for yourself how wonderful our 

Sunday School classes are!  

Christian Life:  
a study in the 10 commandments 

Covenant Life:  
How Do I Make it Right? Doing Justice in a Broken World  
by Tracy Young 

Grace Changes Everything:  
The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges 

Spiritual Development:  
beginning a study of 1 and 2 Corinthians 



Directory Information Update  
We are updating member information for our church records and the 2022 Church Directory. Help us 

be good stewards of our resources and communicate better with you and your family by letting us 
know of any changes in your contact information as soon as possible.   

 
Email changes and updates to Lauren Ross (lross@firstarp.org)  

ChristmasVille Prayer Walk 
 

The prayer walk held on December 4th was a wonderful time. 
This was the second time having this event and our fourth 

ChristmasVille event with Mt. Prospect Baptist Church. There 
were roughly 60 people in attendance including several from 

other local churches and some folks from out of town who saw 
the event on the ChristmasVille schedule. We stopped at 
various places between the church and the amphitheater 

praying for various aspects of our community. We even had 
several folks stop and ask if we were the group praying. It was a 
wonderful testimony to the crowds gathered downtown. Lord-

willing we will be able to have this event next year. We hope 
you will plan to participate.   

mailto:lross@firstarp.org


Member Birthdays 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” -Matthew 5:4 

The Gettys Family 
at the death of  

Mary Phillips Gettys 
on December 8, 2021 

1 
Chuck Cauthen 

2 
Eddie Coleman 

4 
Hall Dozier 

5 
Amy Kulbok 

Margaret Coxhead 
6 

Kelly Clayton 
7 

Sarah Donahue 
8 

Jan Phillips 
Amber Graham 

9 
Helen Cable 

11 
Susan Barron 
Jon Meadows 

 
 

13 
Angie Ledford 

14 
Brooke Dillingham 

Joe Raines 
16 

Walter Revell 
Brenda Wilson 

17 
Lily McCallister 

19 
Chris Leighton  
Marsha Vogel 

Jill Wingate 
21 

Ren Norman 
Pat Smith 

22 
Nancy Johnson 

24 
Cindy Wilkerson 

 
 

25 
Corbin Haverlock 
Nancy Templeton 

26 
Joan Barkley 

27 
Jeff Lesslie 

28 
Grafton Leach 

29 
Kathy Herlong 

31 
Bailey Scott 

 
 



January Calendar of Events 

Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesday 
Foundations for the Faith 
*details for restart coming soon 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward friends with special 
needs and their families, but all are 
welcome to come and participate! 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Connie Kiser for more 
info on enrollment:  
803-327-2009 or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
*resumes Wednesday, January 5 
 
 

SUNDAY, January 2 
• Single Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, January 3 
• Circle No. 3 

6:30 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 5 
• First ARP Preschool returns 
 
THURSDAY, January 6 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team  

8:30 a.m. 
• Circle No.2 

10:00 a.m. 
• Early Service Singers 

4:00 p.m. 
• New Deacon Training 

6:30 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, January 8 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 
SUNDAY, January 9 
• Communion 

9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
• Ordination/Installation of Officers 

9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, January 10 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Group 

10:00 a.m. 
 
TUESDAY, January 11 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 12 
• Adult Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, January 17 
• Youth Tubing  Trip 

9:00 a.m. 
• Session 

7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 19 
• Adult Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, January 20 
• Dorothy Day Serving Opportunity 

9:30-1:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, January 22 
• Women’s Ministries Tea & Talk 

10:00 a.m., Robinson Hall 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 26 
• Adult Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, January 27 
• Just Joy Worship Service 

6:30 p.m. 
 

New Officer Ordination & Installation  
Sunday, January 9 

9:00 a.m.& 11:00 a.m. 

New Deacon Training 
Thursday, January 6 

6:30 p.m. 


