
First ARP Church of Rock Hill  

The heavens declare  
the glory of God, 
and the sky above  

proclaims his handiwork.  
Psalm 19:1
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2021 Flower Calendar 
The 2021 Flower Calendar is posted in the T-Hall. 

Providing flowers on a Sunday morning is a wonderful  
opportunity to honor or remember a loved one, or 

celebrate a special day. Sign up today!  
 
 

A few notes about flowers: 
• Communion Sundays require two arrangements 

• Arrangements should not exceed 30 inches in height 
• Several local florists have keys to the church. Contact the office if you have 

Ladies’ Book Club 

 
Monday, January 18 

7:00 p.m.  at the church.  
 

This month’s book is  
The Girl with Seven Names:  

Escape from North Korea 
 

Contact Connie Kiser for more info. 

 

Women’s Ministries News 
 

Beginning in January, two different Bible studies will be 
offered by Women's Ministries.  These studies are for 

any ladies, not just church members.  
 

Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. beginning January 12 
Sermon on the Mount 

A nine-week study by Jen Wilkin 
 

Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. beginning January 14 
1 & 2 Thessalonians: Living the Gospel to the End  

A ten-week study by Kathleen Buswell Nielson 
 

Cost for each study is $15.00 and both meet in the 
Faith Room. Contact Kathy Barron for more 

information or to register.   
 

Our monthly Circles will continue their study of 
the book of Acts through May.   



Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 

 

     First of all, I want to wish you all a Happy New Year! While 2020 was 
certainly a challenging year, God was faithful. I pray you took time to 
reflect on His faithfulness in your life and in the life of our church. A new 
year brings new opportunities. For this pastor’s article, I want to highlight 
two new opportunities for our church in regard to technology. 
Technology is a wonderful blessing from the Lord if used responsibly and 
in God-honoring ways.  

     The first component of technology I want to highlight is livestream. If you aren’t familiar with livestream, 
this feature allows one to watch a worship service live while it is happening via the Internet instead of waiting 
until it is uploaded later. Perhaps you’ve noticed that we “beta tested” the livestream at the end of 2020 
(Lessons and Carols Service and Christmas Eve). Matt Krinn has done a wonderful job as the chair of the 
technology committee in helping us get to where we are. If you’ve watched a livestream, you probably realized 
there are a few issues with the sound quality. We are working diligently on improving this. Lord willing, we will 
be up and running with the livestream in January.  
     I do want to give a word of caution regarding the livestream. It is a wonderful blessing for those who are 
homebound, most vulnerable for COVID-19, or those who are traveling and unable to attend in person. The 
livestream, on the other hand, is not an excuse for not coming to worship in person. While it’s nice to be able 
to watch from the ‘comfort’ of your own home, it is not the same as worshipping in person. Hebrews 10:24-25 
says, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
Corporate worship is meant to happen in person. There are certain things you cannot do via livestream. You 
cannot partake of the sacraments, fellowship with others, greet visitors, perform your duties as an officer (if 
you are one), nor hear others worship. Many of us have gotten out of the habit of attending church in person. 
Livestream church could make that worse if you let it. Let me challenge you to make corporate worship a 
priority this year. If you are comfortable being out for other activities (school, eating out, etc.) then I would 
encourage you to attending worship in-person regularly.   
     The second piece of technology I want to highlight is our new church software. Within the past year we 
switched to a program called Breeze. All members can access this program through the Internet or by 
downloading an app on a smartphone. There are many features of Breeze, but here are just a few. First, there 
is a church directory that you can easily search. For many folks, this will replace a hardcopy of the directory 
(although we will still print some for those who want one). Second, you can access the church calendar to see 
all the upcoming events. Third, you can see your giving record for the year. It is a powerful tool for 
communication and accessing information.  
     The elders and deacons have been shown how to set up a profile and many have done so. In the next month 
or so, we plan to roll this out to the entire congregation. You will receive an email asking you to set up your 
profile, so it is important that the church office has your preferred email address on file. Additionally, we are 
working on a video tutorial which will explain how to set up your profile and the various features of the 
program. We hope you will take advantage of this software so that we can maximize its benefits.  
     Technology is wonderful. While we don’t worship it, we do want to use it for God’s glory. We pray God 
allows us to use these tools to further His work here in Rock Hill and all around the world.  
 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jon 



In the month of December, the preschool was 
full of so much Christmas cheer as we rejoiced 

in the birth of our Lord and Savior!  We 
completed the first ever First ARP Preschool 

Virtual Christmas Program, and it was the 
sweetest thing you have ever seen!  We are so 

thankful for the love and support we have 
received throughout our first semester, and are 
looking forward to many more blessings in the 

new year.   

 
If you are looking for the perfect preschool for your 

family please reach out to our Director, Meghan Knight at 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org. Our school cannot 

continue to thrive in the new year without new students, 
so please pass along the word!   

 

Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year  

from all of us at First ARP Preschool!  

mailto:preschooldirector@firstarp.org


 

The Session recently approved Roddey Smith as our 
interim Youth Director. He will start January 1 and will 

work at least through the end of May.  
 

Roddey served as our youth summer intern in 
2019 and has also helped with youth events and 

retreats. He went on both the middle & high 
school fall retreats this year and helped organize 
college-aged volunteers to serve at Dorothy Day 

Soup Kitchen last month.  
 

We are excited to have Roddey during this time of transition.  
Please be in prayer for him and our students.  

rsmith@firstarp.org 



 

The weekend before 
Christmas numerous 

church members 
helped make close to 

40 special deliveries to 
our Just Joy friends! 

 
From Fort Mill down to 
Blackstock and Chester 

- across to York, 
McConnells, and of 

course, Rock Hill, SC - 
Just Joy friends near 

and far received special 
goodie bags and a 

warm, "Hello!” 
 

The Just Joy Board would like to thank the following people for helping:  



ChristmasVille Prayer Walk  
 

On Saturday, December 5 First ARP partnered with Mt. Prospect Baptist Church for the ChristmasVille Prayer 
Walk. Around 50 people participated in this time of prayer for our community and celebration of the birth of 

Jesus.   
 

Participants met at First ARP and walked through Old Town praying for many aspects of our community. Upon 
arriving at Old Town Amphitheater an opening prayer was led by Pastor Jon Oliphant, Jeff Lesslie played guitar as 

the crowd sang O Little Town of Bethlehem and Joy to the World, Rev. Julian Thompson brought a Christmas 
message, Mayor John Gettys offered remarks, and Dr. Barry Dagenhart  closed the walk in a time of prayer for our 

community.  
 

This ChristmasVille event was 
sponsored by John Sloop (Palmetto 
Investment Consultants) and was 
held in place of the ChristmasVille 

Prayer Breakfast.  
 

Excitingly, the event also 
raised $767 for Manna 

House Food Pantry as well 
as various non-perishable 

food donations.  





Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
On Thursday, December 17 a group of 

young adults led by Roddey Smith served 
a hot meal to hungry folks in our 

community at the Dorothy Day Soup 
Kitchen.  The enjoyed lunch and 
fellowship after serving together.  

 

Team members were: 

Al Adickes 
Scarlett Black 

Harrison Kendree 
Mabry Smith 
Roddey Smith 

 

A group of faithful volunteers from First ARP serve each month at Dorothy Day. This is a rewarding 
service that is filled with fellowship. Occasionally, not all of the regular volunteers are available, and 

there is a great need for volunteers who could fill-in. Even if you are unable to be there the entire 
time (9:30-1:00) you could still be a great help to this team!  

The next volunteer opportunity is Thursday, January 21 
Are you able to serve?  

For more information on serving contact Susan Gardner.  

 
Officer Ordination & Installation  

Sunday, January 17 
9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  

 

New Officer Training 
Sunday, January 24 & Sunday, January 31 

3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Robinson Hall  



Celebrating New Life 
 

 

 

Member Birthdays 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 

 
 
 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” -Matthew 5:4 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
Chuck Cauthen 

2 
Eddy Coleman 

4 
Hall Dozier 

5 
Amy Kulbok 

Margaret Coxhead 
6 

Kelly Clayton 
7 

Sarah Donahue 
Kathy Hogue 

 

8 
Jan Phillips 

Amber Graham 
9 

Helen Cable 
11 

Susan Barron 
Jon Meadows 

13 
Zac Hubbs 

Angie Ledford 
14 

Brooke Dillingham 
Joe Raines 

16 
Walter Revell 

Brenda W. Dillingham 
17 

Robert Lesslie 
Lily McCallister 

 

19 
Chris Leighton  
Marsha Vogel 

21 
Ren Norman 

Pat Smith 
22 

Nancy Johnson 
24 

Cindy Wilkerson 
25 

Corbin Haverlock 
26 

Joan Barkley 
27 

Jeff Lesslie 
28 

Grafton Leach 

Wayne Gardner 
at the death of his mother 

Edith M. Gardner 
on December 3, 2020 

Eddy Coleman 
at the death of his mother 

Joel Smith Coleman 
on December 11, 2020 

Congratulations to  

Trell & *Lauren Ross  
(*our Administrative Assistant) 

on the birth of their son  

Oakland Bakari  
on November 30, 2020 

Congratulations to  

Matt & Jenn Krinn  
on the birth of their daughter  

Allison Nealie  
on November 30, 2020. 

 

Proud big sister is Natalie.  

 

Congratulations to… 
 

Neely Lynn Leslie  
&  

Howard West 
Kellett, Jr.  

who were  
united in marriage  

on December 19, 2020.  



January Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward friends with special 
needs and their families, but all are 
welcome to come and participate! 
We’ll be back in person this month! 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Meghan Knight 
for more info on enrollment:  
803-327-2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 

SUNDAY, January 3 
• Communion                                              

9:00 and 11:00 worship services 
 
MONDAY, January 4 
• Circle No. 3                                             

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, January 7 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team                 

8:00 a.m., Robinson Hall  
• Circle No. 2                                               

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
MONDAY, January 11 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Team Meeting                                               

10:00 a.m., Jeanie’s home 
 
TUESDAY, January 12 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 13 
• Foundations for the Faith                      

7:00 p.m. all ages Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, January 14  
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
 
SUNDAY, January 17 
• Ordination/Installation of Officers                                         

9:00 & 11:00 worship services 
 
MONDAY, January 18 
• Joint Meeting of Session & Diaconate 

7:00 p.m. 
• Ladies’ Book Club                                            

7:00 p.m., Faith Room  

TUESDAY, January 19 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study                                  

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 20 
• Foundations for the Faith                      

7:00 p.m. all ages Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, January 21 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity                                          
9:30 a.m.+ 

 
SUNDAY, January 24 
• New Officer Training                               

3:00-5:00 p.m., Robinson Hall 
 
TUESDAY, January 26 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study    

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 27 
• Foundations for the Faith                      

7:00 p.m. all ages Bible Study 
 
THURSDAY, January 28         
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study     

12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
• Just Joy Worship Service 6:30pm, 

Robinson Hall  
 
SUNDAY, January 31 
• New Officer Training                               

3:00-5:00 p.m., Robinson Hall 

Looking Ahead 
• February 14: Guest 

Preacher— Juan 
Carlos Bonilla 

 

Women’s Ministries Tea 
Sunday, February 14th 

3:00 p.m. 
Robinson Hall 

 
 

Kindly RSVP to Ginger Catoe, Ginger Smith,  
or the church office.  

 

We look forward to  
seeing all of you! 


