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2023 Flower  
Calendar 

 

The 2023 Flower Calendar  
is posted in the T-Hall.  

Providing flowers on a Sunday morning is a wonderful 
opportunity to honor or remember a loved one, or  

celebrate a special day.   
Sign up today!  

 

A few notes about flowers: 
• Communion Sundays require two arrangements 

• Arrangements should not exceed 30 inches in height 
• Due to allergies, the Choir requests that no scented lilies 

be used  
• Several local florists have keys to FARP. Contact the office 

if you have any questions.  

 

Dorothy Day 
Soup Kitchen 

 

A group of faithful volunteers:  
• Renee Bessinger 

• Fran Hancock 
• Linda Neely 

• Cindy Wilkerson 
• Brad & Donna Ziegler 

served 75 folks on a cold and wet Thursday in December. 
The menu was vegetable soup, chicken salad 

sandwiches, potato chips and assorted desserts.  
 

Occasionally, not all of the regular volunteers are 
available and it is a great need for someone to fill-in 

even if not for the whole time! 
 

 

The next volunteer opportunity is  

Thursday, January 19 from 9:30-1:00  

Single 
Worship 
Service 

 

January 29 
10:00 a.m.  



Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Interim Senior Pastor 

 

     A new year brings new experiences and new opportunities. This 
always carries a mixture of excitement and uncertainty. Perhaps this is 
how you feel at the beginning of the 2023 within the context of your 
family, job, or school. In many ways, this is where we are as a church 
family. We are at the beginning of a major transition. While there 
should be an appropriate sadness over Barry’s retirement, we also have 
been given a front-row seat to watch God work in our church and 
community. 
     As we begin this year and season of transition, I want to call us as a 
congregation to prioritize God’s Word. While this may seem simplistic, 

trust me it is crucial. Psalm 19:7 says, “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of 
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” The Word of God, by the Spirt of God, gives life and wisdom. 
Psalm 119:105 puts it like this: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” We all need 
wisdom and guidance as we begin this new year. Turn to God’s Word for direction. 
     This emphasis on Scripture can take many forms. First and foremost, it will be central in the preaching. 
First ARP is committed to expository preaching. In other words, we preach the Bible and nothing else. I 
want to challenge you with something: Bring your Bible on Sundays. I know we print the passage in the 
bulletin and you probably have a Bible App on your phone. But there is no replacement for holding the 
Word of God in your hands or on your lap. It does my soul good to hear the rustle of the pages. Having 
your Bible helps you focus and follow along.  
     The main way we are emphasizing Scripture this year is through a Bible reading plan. The Christian 
Education Committee has selected a 5-day/week plan that will enable us to read through the Bible 
together in 2023. Hard copies are available in the church, electronic copies have been emailed out. You 
will find the week’s readings in the bulletin and the month’s in the newsletter. 
     Perhaps your wondering, “Jon, why are we doing this? Reading through the Bible in a year is hard. Four 
chapters a day is a lot.” While it is a big commitment, it is not as big as you think. Reading the 4-5 chapters 
per day will only take you 15-20 minutes. If you do not have that much time in your day, you need to redo 
your schedule. Reading through the entire Bible allows you to see the big picture. The plan we have 
selected is chronological, which enables us to read various portions of Scripture together and see how the 
Old and New Testaments fit together. Pastor J.C. Ryle aptly said, “It takes a whole Bible to make a whole 
Christian.”  
     I want to encourage you to read through the Bible with others. Consider reading some or all of the daily 
readings together as a family (even over the phone). Encourage folks in your Sunday School class, Bible 
Study, or Circle to join the reading plan. Working through this together will help us stay with it and 
hopefully finish the Bible at the end of the year. 
     A word of caution: be gracious with yourself as you do this reading plan. Reading through the Bible does 
not merit heaven or give you a greater heavenly reward. The 5-day plan builds in two days of grace per 
week. If you get behind, do not give up. If it takes you two years to do the plan, that is fine. Stick with it. 
Trust me, you will be glad you did. 
     We all should want to learn and grow as people and as followers of Christ. That’s why so many of us 
make New Year’s resolutions. While losing weight or ending a bad habit is good, nothing compares to 
knowing God more. As you read His Word, ask the Holy Spirit to give you a greater knowledge of your 
Creator and Redeemer. And as your knowledge increases, may your love of God grow richer and may your 



 
 
 

At our Grief Conference in September several people expressed interest in GriefShare, a 
network of grief recovery support groups meeting around the world. With GriefShare you will learn 

how to walk the journey of grief and be supported on the way. It is a place where grieving people find 
healing and hope. David and Nancy Guthrie, cohost the GriefShare videos. Our church will offer the 
13 week GriefShare program beginning Wednesday, January 4 from 6:15-8:15pm in the Faith Room. 

Jeanie Alexander and Kelley Tuttle will facilitate the group with assistance from Connie McQuinn, who 
has led these seminars for years, as well as other church members. The cost of the notebook is $20. 

Participants will benefit from listening to the videos and the discussion if they do not feel comfortable 
talking during the group discussion. Please contact Jeanie Alexander, Kelley Tuttle, or Jon Oliphant 
with any questions and to sign up. God may lead some of you to join us in this new year.  Bring a 

loved one—the course is open to the public.  

Youth News 
The youth visited some of our homebound members on December 17th. Afterward we 

gathered for our annual Christmas Party and white elephant gift exchange.  

 

 
Youth Parent Meeting        

Sunday, January 8  
@ 3:00 p.m. 

 
Appalachia Interest 

Meeting 
Sunday, January 29 

@ 1:00 p.m. 



Women’s Ministries News 
 
 

Officer Training 
Sunday, January 8 at 12:30 p.m. there will be an officer training in the Faith Room. Lunch will be 

provided and only Women’s Ministries officers are required to be in attendance. 
 

Ladies’ Valentine’s Tea 
Sunday, February 12, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Robinson Hall 

Basketball Coaches for the 2022/2023 Season 
Please be in prayer for our coaches listed below as they lead players in a season of  

basketball this winter. 
 

Senior Boys—Warren Norman and Jeff Lesslie 
Senior Girls—Taylor Madsen and Amy Kulbok 

Mite Boys—Mike Catoe  
Biddy—Mary Karen Dyer, Mike Dyer, Virginia McCallister 

Dagenhart  
Retirement Celebration 

Sunday, January 22 
4:30 p.m. 

 

As Dr. Barry Dagenhart takes his leave to retire, we want to be sure to take 
time to celebrate him, his family,  

and his service to First ARP for the last 21 years.  
 

Join us on Sunday, January 22 at 4:30 p.m. for a meal and time of fellowship 
and expressing our gratitude for his leadership and presence.  

 

Please bring a covered-dish, cards, memories,  
and well wishes for Barry & Sarah! 



Elementary Children’s Ice Skating 
Tuesday, January 3  

1:30 p.m. 
 

We will meet at the Founders Ice Skating Rink at 1:30 p.m. and enjoy ice skating. Afterwards, we'll 
walk back to church for games and snacks (kids who don't want to ice skate can meet us at the 

church at 3:00).  Bring $15 (for ice skating) and friends!   Pick up at the church at 4:00 pm 
 

 Sign up online HERE by Monday, January 2  

Reading Through the Bible in a Year 
from the Christian Education Committee 

 

Our church will have a lot to navigate in 2023 and with that in mind, the Christian  

Education Committee is emphasizing and encouraging all members to read through 

the Bible next year. We believe this will not only help us as a congregation through 

our pastoral transitions, but also deepen our fellowship, raise our families and  

continue our roles as Jesus’ disciples in our community. The recommended plan is a 

Five Day Bible Reading Program will guide us in reading the entire Bible in five days 

each week – choosing two days off to help adapt to or adjust our schedules—or time 

to catch up or take a day off. The Old Testament readings are placed as  

chronologically as possible -- even the Psalms are read where they belong in Israel’s 

history, when feasible. Job– likely the oldest book – occupies a unique place at the 

program’s end. New Testament readings, placed throughout, bring us back to the life 

and teachings of Jesus as we progress. For those of us who’ve wondered how certain 

events unfolded or when events “fit” in history, this plan can help orient us. Readers 

are strongly encouraged to follow the plan’s order -- for  

example reading from Chronicles before reading from Kings. 

Copies of the plan are available in the church office, in  

Robinson Hall, and the connector.  

The plan is available for download at  

https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/  

https://forms.gle/4MMGaGvADjqdYHgTA
https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/


Reading Plan for January 

 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Week 1 

January 1-7 

Genesis 1-2 

Psalm 19 

Mark 1 

Genesis 3-5 

Mark 2 

Genesis 6-8 

Psalm 104 

Mark 3 

Genesis 9-11 

Mark 4 

Genesis 12-15 

Psalm 148 

Mark 5 

Week 2 

January 8-14 

Genesis 16-18 

Mark 6 

Genesis 19-20 

Psalm 1 

Mark 7 

Genesis 21-23 

Psalm 107 

Mark 8 

Genesis 24-25 

Psalm 4 

Mark 9 

Genesis 26-27 

Mark 10 

Week 3 

January 15-21 

Genesis 28-29 

Mark 11 

Genesis 30-31 

Psalm 11 

Mark 12 

Genesis 32-34 

Psalm 145 

Mark 13 

Genesis 35-37 

Psalm 12 

Mark 14 

Genesis 38-40 

Mark 15 

Week 4 

January 22-28 

Genesis 41-41 

Mark 16 

Genesis 43-44  

Psalm 24 

Galatians 1 

Genesis 45-46 

Psalm 108 

Galatians 2 

Genesis 47-48 

Psalm 25 

Galatians 3 

Genesis 49-50 

Galatians 4 

Week 5 

January 29-

February 4 

Exodus 1-3 

Galatians 5 

Exodus 4-6 

Galatians 6 

Exodus 7-9 

Psalm 105 

Ephesians 1 

Exodus 10-12 

Ephesians 2 

Exodus 13-15 

Psalm 114 

Ephesians 3 

https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/  

https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/


First ARP Preschool 
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! God has certainly blessed our Preschool  

ministry mightily this Fall, and we look forward to His continued work in the new year.   
 

Preschool 
Support Sunday 

 

 
We will be highlighting the 

ministry of our First ARP 
Preschool during the worship 
service. Join us afterward for 
a lunch to raise funds for the 

preschool. 



Directory Information Update 
 

We are updating member information for our church records and the 2023 Church Directory. 

Help us be good stewards of our resources and communicate better with you and your family, 

this year, by letting us know of any changes in your contact information.   

 

Contact Lauren Ross (lross@firstarp.org or 803-327-2009) by January 9 with any changes! 

Spain Mission 2023 
 
 

On Sunday, January 8th following the 11:00 am worship service 
there will be an informational meeting for anyone interested in be-
ing a part of the Spain 2023 short term mission trip. The meeting 

will take place in the Rogers classroom and will brief.  
 

Dates for the trip are July 13-24th.   
 

If you are unable to attend this meeting, you may contact Michele Harbin  
for more details and an application.  

New Member Spotlight 
 

Scott & Gary Turner 
We are native Rock Hillians that come to First ARP from 

Oakland Ave. Presbyterian Church. Scott is retired from 

the City of Rock Hill and Gary is employed at Gill 

Insurance. We have two daughters. Wesley lives in 

Mississippi and Scottie, along with her husband Landon, 

lives in Rock Hill and is a member of First ARP.  We are 

expecting our first grandchild in March. We love 

spending time at Edisto and cheering for the 

Gamecocks. 

mailto:lross@firstarp.org


Member Birthdays 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” -Matthew 5:4 

1 
Chuck Cauthen 

2 
Eddie Coleman 

4 
Hall Dozier 

5 
Amy Kulbok 

Margaret Coxhead 
6 

Kelly Clayton 
7 

Sarah Donahue 
8 

Jan Phillips 
Amber Graham 

9 
Helen Cable 

11 
Susan Barron 
Jon Meadows 

 
 

13 
Angie Ledford 

14 
Brooke Dillingham 

Joe Raines 
16 

Walter Revell 
Brenda Dillingham 

David Kulbok 
17 

Lily McCallister 
19 

Chris Leighton  
Marsha Vogel 

Jill Wingate 
21 

Ren Norman 
Pat Smith 

22 
Nancy Johnson 

24 
Cindy Wilkerson 

 

25 
Corbin Haverlock 
Nancy Templeton 

26 
Joan Barkley 

27 
Jeff Lesslie 

28 
Grafton Leach 

29 
Kathy Herlong 

31 
Bailey Scott 

 
 

Scott Ledford and family 
at the death of Scott’s mother 

Connie Ledford 
on December 15, 2022 

Donna Hanna and family 
at the death of  

Jim Hanna 
on December 28, 2022 



January Calendar of Events 
Sundays 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesdays 
*resumes January 11 

5:30 p.m. Foundations for the Faith 
7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward friends with special 
needs and their families, but all are 
welcome to come and participate! 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Ny Snell for more info on 
enrollment:  
803-327-2009 or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
*resumes Thursday, January 5 
 
 

SUNDAY, January 1 
• Single Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, January 2 
• Circle No. 3 

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, January 3 
• Men’s Ministry Prayer Team 

7:00 a.m. 
• Elementary Children’s Ice Skating 

1:30 p.m. 
• Worship Committee Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 4 
• GriefShare begins (13 weeks) 

6:15-8:15 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, January 5 
• Circle No.2 

9:30 a.m. 
• Early Service Singers 

4:00 p.m. 
• Circle No. 1 

7:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, January 8 
• Ordination/Installation of Officers 

9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
• Spain Team Interest Meeting: 

12:00 p.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Officer Training 

12:30 p.m. 
• Youth Parent Meeting 

3:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, January 9 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Group 

10:00 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 11 
• Foundations for the Faith resumes 

5:30 p.m. 
• Adult Choir Practice resumes 

7:15 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, January 14 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 
SUNDAY, January 15 
• Communion 

9:00 & 11:00  
• Officer Training 

3:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, January 16 
• Joint Meeting of Session & Diaconate 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, January 19 
• Dorothy Day Serving Opportunity 

9:30-1:00 p.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, January 22 
• Dagenhart Retirement Celebration 

4:300 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, January 26 
• Just Joy Worship Service 

6:30 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, January 29 
• Single Service  

10:00 a.m. 
• Preschool Fundraiser Meal 

11:30 p.m. 
• Appalachia Team Interest Meeting 

1:00 p.m. 
 

New Officer Ordination & Installation 
Sunday, January 8 

9:00 a.m.& 11:00 a.m. 
 

Officer Training 
Thursday, January 15 


