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Flower 

Calendar 
 

The 2023 Flower Calendar is posted in the  
T-Hall and has many spaces available for the 

rest of the year. Providing flowers on a Sunday 
morning is a wonderful opportunity to honor or 

remember a loved one, or celebrate a special 
day. Sign up today!  

 

A few notes about 
flowers: 

• Communion Sundays 
require two 

arrangements 
• Arrangements should 
not exceed 30 inches in 

height 
• Several local florists 

have keys to the church. 
Contact the office if you 

have any questions.  

 

Communicants 

Class 
 

 Beginning February 5 and ending March 19, the class will meet 
during the Sunday School hour. Each week, 
students will walk through one of the seven 

membership vows that they will be asked when 
they meet with the Session.  Each 

Communicant will also have an “Elder 
Sponsor,” who will contact them, pray for them and be a source 

of support and encouragement throughout this process. 
Following the seven classes, students will have an "interview" 

with Pastor Jon and an Elder, on or around April 2nd.  If they are 
ready to profess their faith, they will meet with the Session and 
join the church on Sunday, April 30.  Contact Connie or Elijah if 

your child is interested in participating in this class.  



Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Interim Pastor 

 

     Do you ever stop and wonder why we do the things we do? Perhaps it is 
a consideration of why you drive the way you do, or cook like you do, or talk 
in the manner you do. As Christians, it is good for us from time to time to 
reflect on what we do and why we do it. We tend to get caught up in the 
busyness of life and fail to slow down and reflect. Moreover, we are often 
creatures of habits which leads us to simply go through the motions.  
     Have you ever considered why we gather on Sunday morning for 
corporate worship? Moreover, have you thought about why we do the 
things we do: read the Bible, pray, sing hymns, have a sermon, etc.? Over 
the next several months I want to use the pastor’s article to talk about the 
various elements of worship here at First ARP.  
     To begin this collection of articles, I want to start with what worship is. 
The word worship, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is “reverence offered 
a divine being or supernatural power.” Worship comes from the Old English 

word worthship meaning to give worth to someone or something. In one sense, we are to worship God in all of 
life as we do everything to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31). Yet gathering together once a week as a 
people of God is different. 
     The fourth commandment tells us to honor the Sabbath Day and keep in holy. Part of keeping the Sabbath 
involves taking a break for our daily work. Yet rest does not just mean refraining from our labors, but rather 
delighting in God. In order to do this, we must worship God as He calls us. In Exodus 20:24 God says, “In every 
place where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and bless you.” The context of this quote is 
the giving of the 10 Commandments and God’s desire for His people to be wholly devoted to Him. He is 
talking about worship and honoring Him. The primary place where God causes His name to be remembered is 
when God’s people gather to worship together.  
     You see, God is a covenant making and covenant keeping God. His covenant is that He will be our God and 
we will be His people. Notice that it is “we” not “me.” In other words, God works in His collective people rather 
than individuals. Now certainly we all have to personally trust in Christ and respond to the free offer of the 
gospel. Nevertheless, God tends to work in His people collectively.  
      We worship God collectively to glorify His name, sing His praises, and honor Him. We do not come to 
church to be entertained. We are not passive observers but active participants. We praise the Lord for who He 
is and what He has done. Additionally, we must worship God how He desires to be worshipped. He is God and 
we are not. Have you ever wondered why we have certain elements of worship and not others? The reason is 
that God, through the Bible, dictates our worship. The only ways we worship God are the ways He commands 
us. He calls the shots, not us. The theological term for this is the Regulative Principle of Worship. As Reformed 
Presbyterians, we believe that God cares not just that we worship, and who/what we worship, but also how 
we worship. Therefore, we submit to His revealed word on how we worship Him.  
     One final question I want to address: why do we worship on Sunday? The Sabbath originally was on 
Saturday for God rested on the seventh day (Genesis 2:2). So why the change? The answer, in short, is the 
resurrection of Jesus. Jesus rose from the grave on the first day of the week (Sunday). As a result, believers in 
Christ began worshipping on Sunday rather than Saturday. Acts 20:7 says, “On the first day of the week, when 
we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and 
he prolonged his speech until midnight.” Similarly, in Revelation 1:10 John tells us that he was in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s Day. Therefore, following the example of Jesus we worship on Sunday.  
     I pray that you will value corporate worship more and more. Gathering collectively with the saints of God is 
vital for your soul. What we do each week is not mere repetition. It is our very life. We need to be nourished by 
God. If God has ordained a way for us to grow, we would be foolish and arrogant to ignore Him. May we 
delight in worshipping our God how He wants to be worshipped and do it for His glory.  



Spain Mission Team 

July 13-24, 2023 

There is room for 2-3 more people to join the team headed to Spain this summer.  

Must be 16 years of age or accompanied by a parent. Deadline to commit is March 1.  

See Michele Harbin for applications and more information on this short term mission trip to work with 

our missionary friends, Ruth and Juan Carlos Bonilla in Madrid. Check out their website 

www.GodLovesSpain.com 

Baptisms 

 

Mary Grace  

Barnes 

infant daughter of  

David & Lauren Barnes 
received the 

Sacrament of Baptism 
on December 4, 2022 

 
 

Layne Copeland  

Simpson 

infant daughter of  

Alex & Sarah Simpson 
received the 

Sacrament of Baptism 
on December 25, 2022 

 

 
 

John Forrest  

Ellis 

infant son of  

Hanah Harris Rhoad 
received the 

Sacrament of Baptism 
on January 22, 2023 

http://www.GodLovesSpain.com


 
 

Prints of the church (below) will 
be available for purchase for $50 
each at the Women’s Ministries 

Valentine’s Tea.  
Contact Nora Madsen for more  

information. 



Retirement celebration 

On January 22nd we gathered to give glory to God and celebrate Barry and Sarah for how 
God has used them in the life of First ARP. The food was delicious, the laughs were  

pervasive, and the gifts were meaningful. Barry and Sarah felt very loved and appreciated 
everything the congregation and friends did. The Lord is so 

good and His  
faithfulness endures  

forever.  

Prayer emphasis 

On Sunday, January 22, Pastor Jon preached on Nehemiah 1 and the importance of prayer. He 

gave us three practical applications to help us be people of prayer.  

1. Join one of the church prayer teams (a list is included each week in the bulletin) 

2.  Meet for prayer each Sunday morning before worship at 8:30 am in the parlor 

3.  Pray individually or with your family each night at 8:00 pm so that we are all praying together 

at the same time.  Specific things to pray for -- that our love for God would grow; faithfulness to 

God's mission;  our Pulpit Nominating Committee -- and end with the Lord's Prayer. 



The preschool teachers and I would like to thank each and everyone of you for 
coming to our luncheon! Please know that your support goes a long way in 

enabling us to minister to our families. Please continue to pray for us as we seek 
to pour into our students. 

As a reminder, priority registration will be available to your family starting 
Monday, February 6th. It will then open to the public Monday, February 20th so 

be sure to secure your spot! Link to registration is here 
-Ny Snell, Preschool Director 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegZIaGYxXW3RsWXToseQXnu7K-YBpDgkHsXZ2ns7W_0ysx6g/viewform


For 3 day First ARP Women’s Retreat, contact Connie Kiser –  
christianeducationdirector@firstarp.org 

https://bonclarkenarpevents.campbrainregistration.com/ 

https://bonclarkenarpevents.campbrainregistration.com/


Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
On Thursday, January 19 our Dorothy Day volunteers served 67 guests a meal of ham salad sandwiches, 

chef salad, potato chips, assorted desserts, and bottled water in less than ideal circumstances. The kitchen, 

nor water was available due to an extensive renovation being done to the sink area. The meal was still able 

to be prepared with one big spoon, a pair of tongs, a food processor and disposable containers. 

Team members were: 

Fran Hancock 
Mike Heintz 
Linda Neely 
Bill Vogel 

Cindy & Frank Wilkerson 
 

A group of faithful volunteers from First ARP serve each month at Dorothy Day. This is a rewarding service 

that is filled with fellowship. Occasionally, not all of the regular volunteers are available, and there is a 

great need for volunteers who could fill-in. Even if you are unable to be there the entire time (9:30-1:00) 

you could still be a great help to this team! The next volunteer opportunity is Thursday, February 16. 

February Reading Plan  
 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Week 5 
Exodus 1-3 
Galatians 5 

Exodus 4-6 
Galatians 6 

Exodus 7-9 
Psalm 105 

Ephesians 1 

Exodus 10-12 
Ephesians 2 

Exodus 13-15 
Psalm 114 

Ephesians 3 

Week 6 
Exodus 16-18 
Ephesians 4 

Exodus 19-21 
Psalm 33 

Ephesians 5 

Exodus 22-24 
Psalm 109 

Ephesians 6 

Exodus 25-27 
Psalm 90 

Philippians 1 

Exodus 28-31 
Philippians 2 

Week 7 
Exodus 32-34 
Philippians 3 

Exodus 35-37 
Psalm 26 

Philippians 4 

Exodus 38-40 
Hebrews 1 

Leviticus 1-3 
Psalm 27 

Hebrews 2 

Leviticus 4-7 
Hebrews 3 

Week 8 
Leviticus 8-11 

Psalm 110 
Hebrews 4 

Leviticus 12-14 
Psalm 111 
Hebrews 5 

Leviticus 15-18 
Psalm 31 
Hebrew 6 

Leviticus 19-20 
Hebrews 7 

Leviticus 21-23 
Hebrews 8 

Week 9 
Leviticus 24-25 

Psalm 81 
Hebrews 9 

Leviticus 26-27 
Psalm 112 

Hebrews 10 

Numbers 1-2 
Psalm 64 

Hebrews 11 

Numbers 3-5 
Hebrews 12 

Numbers 6-7 
Hebrews 13 



Member Birthdays 

Christian sympathy is extended to: 
 

 
 

 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” -Matthew 5:4 

3 
Russell Hubbs 

Grady Scott 
 

4 
Virginia McCallister 

 
5  

Bob Robinson 
Mary Landstreet 

 
8 

Aimee Oliphant 
 

9 
Samuel Smith 

 
10 

Pat Cashion 
Alex Wilson 

 
12  

William Smith 
 

13 
Scott Fischesser 

 
15 

Eli Barnette 
 

16 
Sam Cable 

Debbie Turner 
 

17 
Sandra Canupp 

 
 

18 
Janice Culp 

Devon McManus 
 

21 
Dan Canupp 

Erin McManus 
Bill Vogel 

 
22 

Nora Madsen 
Beverly Simpson 

 
 

23 
Tom Scott 

 
24 

Parker Dagenhart 
 

25 
George Barron, III 
Charles Robbins 

Blake Scott 
Angela Woods 

 
26 

Carolyn Rogers 
 

27 
Wilma Taylor-Bucy 

 
28 

Tristan McManus 
Sara Simpson  

Kelley & Nick Tuttle 
at the death of Kelley’s mother 

Mary Wasson 
on January 23, 2023 

Appalachia 

Save the Date! 

July 1-7, 2023 

Mission trip for high schoolers to  

Appalachia in Virginia. 

Be on the lookout next month for more  

details about sign-ups and cost to come out! 

Women’s Bible 

Study 

8-week Bible study,  

Thursdays at noon in the Faith Room 

"Steadfast: A Devotional Bible Study on the 

Book of James" by Courtney Doctor.  

This study will conclude March 23rd.  



February Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesday 
Foundations for the Faith 

5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 

6:15 p.m. Children’s, Youth, & 

Adult Activities 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward friends with special 
needs and their families, but all are 
welcome to come and participate!  
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Ny Snell 
for more info on enrollment:  
803-327-2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 

WEDNESDAY, February 1 
• GriefShare 

6:15 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, February 2 
• Circle No. 2                                                

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
• Circle No. 1 

7:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, February 5 
• Youth Boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 
 

MONDAY, February 6 
• Circle No. 3 

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, February 7 
• Men’s Ministry Prayer Team 

7:00 a.m. 
• Worship Committee Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 8 
• GriefShare 

6:15 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, February 9 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m. 
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, February 11 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
• Youth Girls Galentine’s 

3:30 p.m., Parlor 
 
SUNDAY, February 12 
• Women’s Ministries Valentines Tea 

3:00 p.m. 
• Youth Boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, February 13 
• Jeanie Alexander Prayer Team Meeting                                               

10:00 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, February 14 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, February 15 
• GriefShare 

6:15 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, February 16 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity                                           
9:30 a.m.+ 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      
12:00 p.m. 

• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 
4:00 p.m. 

• Pulpit Nominating Committee 
7:00 p.m. 

 
SUNDAY, February 19 
• Youth Boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, February 20 
• Session Meeting                                   

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, February 21 
• Preschool Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 22 
• GriefShare 

6:15 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, February 23 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m. 
• Just Joy Worship Service              

6:30pm, Robinson Hall  
• Pulpit Nominating Committee 

7:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, February 24—SUNDAY, February 26 
• Women’s Catawba Presbytery Retreat  

@ Bonclarken 
 
SUNDAY, February 26 
• Youth Boys D-group 

4:00 p.m. 


