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Flower Ministry 
DID YOU KNOW?  

 
Flower arrangements that are provided for Sunday worship 

services can be donated and then broken into smaller 
arrangements to be taken to homebound, ill, or hospitalized 

members.  
 

If you would like your arrangement donated please indicate that 
to the church office when you are contacted the week you are 

providing flowers.  
 

If you are able to help with making the small arrangements 
please contact Ginger Smith.  

(gwsmith1130@gmail.com or 803-517-6276) 

“Blessed Assurance” 
A one-person play sponsored by  

Grace Lutheran and Oakland Avenue Presbyterian 
 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 7 p.m. 
Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church 

421 Oakland Avenue, Rock Hill  
 

Come spend an evening with Jerry, a white man trying to come to terms with his 
former job in a post-World War II Carolina mill town selling funeral insurance to 
poor black people.  His unexpected friendship with one of his clients, Vesta Lotte 

Battle, is the crux of his sleepless nights.  Mrs. Battle is a 92-year-old former slave. 
 

“Blessed Assurance” is based on a 
novella by Allan Gurganus and will be 
performed by Charlotte actor and TV 

personality  
James K. Flynn. 

 

A free community event, the play is 
sponsored by a joint racial 

reconciliation task force formed by 
both churches. 

 

A nursery will be provided during the 
performance. 

Please call Grace Lutheran (803-324-
5295) or Oakland Ave Presbyterian 
(803-327-2006) to reserve a seat.  If 

reservations exceed the seating 
capacity of the chapel at Oakland 
Avenue, the performance will be 

moved to the fellowship hall at Grace 
Lutheran, directly across the street at 

426 Oakland Avenue. 



Pastor’s Message 
  

   Philip Bunch, Associate Pastor 

     Love & Hate 

 

There is nevertheless a fundamental problem with our 
culture:  how does love relate to hate?  Is love the 

absence of hate?  Or is hate the absence of love?  It may 
not seem the case, but it is, in fact, very important to 

consider the relationship between these two things . . . 
just in the same way that a chemist or physicist considers 

the relationship between light and dark or hot and 
cold.  So let’s start with Scripture: 

 

Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the 
gate  . . . Amos 5:15 

        This passage of Scripture from the Old Testament prophet, Amos, is certainly not without 
context.  Suffice it to say, for the sake of time, that the prophet is outlining the fundamental difference 
between God’s people (read: who they should be/what they should do) and the peoples of the earth.  They 
are to seek the LORD and forsake idols.  They are to follow His Law and not the ways of the world.  God, then, 
in the mind of Amos, defines good from evil. 

        For humans, and sinful humans at that, we must seek to understand love as God has defined it.  And that 
means we turn to His Word.  We see from 1 Corinthians 13 that love is patient and kind and it does not seek 
its own way.  Love never ends.  We could preach an entire sermon series to our world on those three little 
words . . . but that’s not the point of this letter!  That chapter also teaches that love does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing or as some translations put it:  love keeps no record of wrong.  Practically-speaking, if I have 
heated and mean words towards my wife, then I have sinned against her.  As she loves me in Christ, she has 
an imperative to forgive and keep no record of this between us.  However, her forgiveness of my sin does not 
give me license for future transgression.  Forgiveness and love do not equal passivity and tolerance when it 
comes to sin and evil.  Yes, we are to be willing to forgive others when we are wronged.  But we are in the 
same breath to call each other to repentance . . . we must still acknowledge the wrongdoing as evil.   

        Love is complex because God is complex.  I do not think that love works like hot or cold or light or 
dark.  Love, biblically-speaking, does not mean the absence of hate.  And hate does not mean the absence of 
love.   Biblically-speaking, we are commanded to love and we are commanded to hate.  We are to hate evil 
and sin and injustice and wrongdoing.  We are to love righteousness and good and justice.   

        The tension comes when we realize that human beings (whom we love, presumably) exhibit both of 
these sets of character traits at the same time.  Let us look to the Bible, then, to be our guide.  Jesus Himself 
met with sinners and dined with them and loved them very much.  He also, however, called them to 
repentance and bid them come and die so that they might find life in Him.  I believe that our love for each 
other should be exactly the same.  We need to spend more time with each other.  And specifically, we are to 
spend more time calling each other to repentance and encouraging each other to die to sin and to live in 
Christ.  That is love, true love.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=amos+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+13&version=ESV


Just Joy is excited to present a morning of training on how to  
effectively implement and provide a Buddy Ministry.  

 

Jeff Sutton, from the Joni and Friends office in Matthews, NC,  
will join us for a training session on  

February 10, 2018 from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

To register for this training please go to: 
www.firstarp.org/just-joy 

 
Doughnuts and coffee will be served beginning at 9:15 a.m.  

Contact Jamey Dagenhart with 
questions or for more information: 

justjoy@firstarp.org 



 

 
“What a wonderful, blessed day!! God ALWAYS shows up!” I received this text over the weekend and 
it certainly sums up our 7th annual Just Joy Dance on Saturday. Several of our most faithful 
supporters had conflicts, illness, sorrow, or other last minute commitments and yet we had the 
greatest number of special friends and volunteers in attendance. Once again the Lord did amazingly 
more than we could ask or imagine by anointing our Tropical Escape with His grace and 
provision....thanks be to God! 
 
It was indeed a delight to partner with Ebenezer, Edgemoor, Neely’s Creek, and Tirzah ARP Churches 
as well as volunteers from Mt. Prospect, Flint Hill, and Cedar Grove Baptist, and Mt. Zion 
Presbyterian in Chester. Providence Classical School and Northwestern High School provided 
volunteers as well. Our security officer from the Rock Hill Police Department told Barry that he was 
so touched by our Just Joy ministry that he didn’t want to be paid for his services. A wonderful group 
from Showtime Theatre provided a host of children dressed in character costumes to delight our 
special friends . Meg Templeton and Matt Krinn were Belle and the Beast and started the character 
dancing with the theme song from ‘Beauty and the Beast.’ So many blessings to celebrate! 
 
A very special thank you is extended to our hard 
working Steering Committee and the 
enthusiastic host of volunteers who who prayed, 
planned, created, baked, cheered, danced, 
donated, and cleaned up.  Spread the JOY! 
               — Jeanie Alexander 

Steering Committee: Jeanie Adickes, George 
Barron, Wendy Branham, Philip Bunch, Leigh 
Crain, Jamey Dagenhart, Beth and Jeff Diers, 

Susan Dockery, Bob Elliott, Regina Erving, 
Wayne Gardner, Christi Gettys, Dottie Gettys, 
Ann Hicklin, Harriett Kinsey, Barbara Lesslie, 
Megan Lynn, Eric Madsen, Joanne Mauldin, 
Chrissi Norman, Jan Phillips, Marilyn Rogers, 

Shellie Sloop 

7th Annual Just Joy Dance 



 

GYM RENOVATIONS and  
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT CAMPAIGN 

 

The Gym Renovation Project is currently underway at First ARP! This building was 
constructed in 1992 and has had no appreciable work performed on it in the past 25 years. 
The gym is not only used for the major outreach ministry of Athletics, it is also used daily 
by the Preschool ministry, which is another one of our major outreach ministries. It also 

provides a great space for new member receptions, Women’s Ministries Community Yard 
Sales, and other functions.  

 

The new gym insulation and lighting have already been installed. The entire gym has been 
painted and is awaiting finishing touches, like the addition of a new scoreboard. The only 

major renovation left will be our new gym floor, which will be installed this month!   
 

Alongside of the gym renovation project, the Diaconate and Session have also included 
some other major maintenance items in this capital campaign. A new HVAC Unit has been 
installed for the sanctuary, with plans for upgrading the heating and air in the Parlor and 

the Rogers Room. Our sanctuary stained glass is currently being repaired, which has 
been long overdue.  

 

Members were mailed a letter in December about the Capital Fundraising Campaign for 
the gym and other needed items in the church.  If you have made a donation already, 

thank you! If not, please continue to pray and consider a donation to this cause.  
Look for a financial update on the Campaign in the March Newsletter.  

 

Contact Warren Norman, chair of the Capital Fund Campaign, for more 
information.  

Children’s Choir 
Calling all Kindergarten-5th 

Grade Singers! 
 

If you are interested in singing with us in 
the Children’s Choir, please meet us every 
Wednesday night during Foundations for 

the Faith in the choir room from 6:15-
6:40.  

 

We look forward to having you sing and 
praise Jesus with us!  

We hope you noticed the wonderful 
new signs around the First ARP 
grounds! Thank you to Walter 

Revell for all of his hard work to get 
this project completed. 



 
 

 New Member Welcome 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ann and Curtis Correll moved to Baxter Village in Fort Mill three years ago when Curtis 

took a position in marketing with Domtar Paper. Curtis was raised in Raleigh, NC, and earned a 
double major From NC State in Chemical Engineering and Pulp and Paper Technology. Ann is 
from Bettendorf, IA, and earned a secondary education degree in literature at the University of 
NC Chapel Hill. She has taught in a number of areas, but was most dedicated to 9 years of 
homeschooling and 12 years teaching at a classical Christian school. During the recent  economic 
recession, Curtis also enjoyed teaching Chemistry, Physics, and Ancient Civilization for 5 years at 
the same school.    
 
The Corrells  moved often, including Franklin VA, Columbia and Greenville SC, Cincinnati OH, and 
most recently Memphis TN where they completed raising their family of three children. Curtis's 
main hobby is walking the Baxter trails while listening to Audible books. . . while Ann enjoys 
volunteer teaching English as a Secondary Language, teaching a Christian-based yoga class, and 
Bible at a Montessori preschool. They love to travel and recently visited Russia.  Both are very 
thankful to have found such a doctrinally solid, worshipful and welcoming church in First ARP 
and are thoroughly enjoying the First ARP choir and Sunday School. 

Libby Elder is married to The Rev. Dr. Buzzy Elder. They have two grown children, five 

grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Libby currently serves Florida ARP Women’s Ministries 
as secretary until October and she serves as chairman of ARP Women’s Ministries Spiritual Life 
Development Committee.  
  
After being members at First ARP for many years Buzzy was called to ministry. He completed 
Erskine Seminary and was called to Frostproof ARP Church in Florida where they served for 8 
1/2 years. Now that Buzzy has retired, the Elders have moved back to Rock Hill to be near 
family.  
 
Libby enjoys a variety of types of crafting. She likes to knit, crochet, and do most any other type 
of needlework as well. She also loves to read and work on her family history! 

Carla and Gus Blumenfeld  Gus (Charles) and Carla met when Gus was an Army Officer 

stationed at Fort Knox.  Carla was working as an RN at the Children’s Hospital in Louisville, KY at the 
time. She likes to tell people that Gus was one of her patients (ha ha)! Gus spent 21 years in the Army 
and 21 years working for Lockheed Martin in PA. Carla practiced nursing various places they lived, 
but retired from it when they moved to PA in 1996. 
 

The Blumenfelds have four children, ten grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  They have two 
family members presently serving in the military. Their oldest son is a Colonel in the Army, and they 
have a grandson in the Air Force. 
 

Gus and Carla wanted to get away from the four letter word (SNOW!) so they moved to SC 
They also wanted to be near their youngest son, who works for Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 
and his family. They seem to be the most permanently homesteaded. 
 

As far as interests/hobbies: Gus has been volunteering at Piedmont Hospital and at the VA clinic and 
being a therapy dog handler with their Great Pyrenees, Annie.  As for Carla, she is still looking for her 
niche, as well as getting involved with a new Daughters of the American Revolution Chapter here in 
the area. 
 

They visited First ARP at the recommendation of Gerald Talley’s aunt. She said her nephew goes to a 
church he really likes so we should check it out. They had visited many churches when they moved 
here in August 2017 and found that First ARP was the church God was leading them to, to make their 
home. 



2018 Winter Bible Studies 
 

On Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. (kicked off January 16) or Thursdays at 12:00 p.m. (kicked 
off January 18) groups are studying Breathe: Making Room for Sabbath, by Priscilla 

Shirer. The Tuesday group will enjoy a luncheon on February 13 (meeting at regular 
time) as they conclude this study.  

 

The Thursday group will begin All Things New: A Study on 2 Corinthians by Kelly 
Minter on March 8.  

 
Caregivers’ Bible Study, February 10 at 9:30 a.m.— When 

God Doesn’t Fix It, by Laura Story— will meet monthly with brunch goodies, 
usually on the second Saturday of the month. The cost is $15 

 
 

All studies will meet in the Faith Meeting Room.  

Women’s Ministries 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 

 

A group from First ARP faithfully serves at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
on the third Thursday of each month.  

On January 18 Susan Gardner, Stan Mauldin, Linda Neely, 
Ronnie Small, and Cindy Wilkerson served 35 people.  

 

Serving at Dorothy Day is filled with fellowship and joy. Occasionally not all of 
the regular volunteers are available, and there is a great need for volunteers 

who could fill-in. Even if you are unable to be there the entire time (9:30-1:00) 
you could still be a great help to this team!  

 

Mark your calendars… 
The next serving date for 

Dorothy Day is  
February 15 

Are you willing to help?  
For more information on serving contact Susan 

Gardner: sgardner@comporium.net 



HARPs News 
January Luncheon Recap 

“Happy ARPs” held their quarterly meeting on January 6 with 
approximately 40 members attending. The highlight of the meeting was a 

visit from Historic Brattonsville Volunteer Resources Manager, Jayme 
Benton. Wearing period costume, she relayed information about the 
history and activities at Brattonsville. Jayme provided information on 

becoming a Brattonsville volunteer as well. There will be a new volunteer 
induction training at Brattonsville on February 10 from 10 a.m.-1p.m. 

There are information sheets on the table in Robinson Hall.  
 

Carolyn Hallman and Debbie Turner brought for display a 130-140 year old dress which had belonged to Carolyn’s 
paternal grandmother.  

 

Lunch was prepared and served by Chef Erin and company.  

February Museum Outing 
 

Join us on  
Monday, February 19,  

for a trip to Columbia to explore 
the State Museum.   

 
The South Carolina State Museum features four floors of permanent exhibits on history, art, natural history, 
and interactive science and technology. The trip will depart at 9:30 a.m. from First ARP and return at 5:00 

p.m., and will include a stop for brunch/lunch at Café Strudel.   
 

Cost: $7 admission is payable at the museum.  
Deadline for reservation: Sunday, February 11  

*Sign up in your Sunday School Class, the Connector, Robinson Hall or by emailing Lois Kirkpatrick at 
WCKLBK@comporium.net * 

Contact Buist or Susan Eaves for more information: susaneaves@yahoo.com  

Save the Date 
 

Event: HARPs Luncheon 
Date: April 17, 2018 

Guest Speaker:  
Daniel F. Mahony, Ph.D. 

President, Winthrop University 



15 
Elli Barnette 

16 
Sam Cable  

Debbie Turner 
17 

Sandra Canupp 
18 

Kirk Clayton 
20 

Madeline Cox 
21 

Erin McManus 
Bill Vogel 

22 
Nora Madsen 

Beverly Simpson 
23 

Tom Scott 
Bob Thompson 

Matt Turner 

 

Congratulations to  
Kayleen and David Rankin 

on the birth of their son 

Daniel William Rankin 
January 17, 2018 

February Birthdays 

Christian sympathy is extended to... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  
Matthew 5:4 

3 
Russell Hubbs 

Kevin Lloyd 
Grady Scott 

4 
Virginia McCallister 
Benning Stallworth 

5 
Bob Robinson 

Mary Landstreet 
9 

Samuel Smith 
10 

Pat Cashion 
11 

Lisa Duggins 
Lydia Ghent 

12 
William Smith 

13 
Scott Fischesser 

24 
Parker Dagenhart 

25 
George Barron, III 
Charles Robbins 

Blake Scott 
Angela Woods 
Harper Woods 

26 
Philip Bunch 
Ken Gasque 

Carolyn Rogers 
Norma White 

Julia Wilkerson 
28 

Tristan McManus 
Sara Simpson 

The family of  
Douglas Stokes 

at his death 
January 22, 2018 

Tim & Sylvia Marshall 
at the death of their son 
Jason Timothy Marshall  

January 11, 2018 

Charles Strickland 
at the death of his mother 

Jean Strickland 
January 17, 2018 



February Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 
5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       
                   Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Study 
7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. Worship Service geared toward 
special needs friends and families, but all 
are welcome to come and participate! 

TUESDAY, February 13 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study + Luncheon 

        10:00 a.m. 

• Family Life Committee 
        5:30 p.m. 

• Diaconate 
        6:30 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 14 
Ash Wednesday 

• Foundations for the Faith 

• Ash Wednesday Service  
        6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, February 15 

• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen  
        9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 

• Women’s Book Club 
        7:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, February 18 

• Communicants Class 
        10:00 a.m. 

• All American Athletes  
        3:00 p.m. @ Northwestern HS 
 
MONDAY, February 19 
Presidents’ Day 

• HARPs Outing to SC State Museum 
        9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

• Session 
        7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 21 

• Foundations for the Faith  
 
THURSDAY, February 22 

• Just Joy Worship Service 
        6:30 p.m., Robinson Hall  
 
SUNDAY, February 25 

• Communicants Class 
        10:00 a.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 28 

• All American Athletes 
        3:00 p.m. @ Northwestern HS 
 

THURSDAY, February 1 

• Circle No. 2  
        10:00 a.m. 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m., Faith Room 

• Catawba Area Coalition for the Homeless 
        12:00 p.m., Robinson Hall 

• Circle No. 1  
        7:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, February 3 

• Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
        7:00 a.m. 
 
SUNDAY, February 4 
Family Promise Week Begins 

• All American Athletes @ Northwestern HS 
        3:00 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, February 5 

• Circle No. 3 
        7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, February 6 

• WM Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 7 

• Preschool Family Chapel 
        9:00 a.m. 

• Foundations for the Faith  
 
THURSDAY, February 8 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, February 10 

• Just Joy Buddy Training 
        9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

• Caregivers’ Bible Study  
        9:30 a.m., Faith Room 
 
SUNDAY, February 11 
End of Family Promise Week 

• All American Athletes  
        3:00 p.m. @ Northwestern HS  

• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting  
        6:30 p.m. 

FAMILY PROMISE WEEK IS FEBRUARY 4-11 

Contact Eric or Nora Madsen for more information on how to serve! 


